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Thl» uutlyiU of the Betti* of Save Island was pr*p*r»d by th a toval 
Bar Collage. It la based on Info root ion from both Allied and Japanese 
source* ihioh is wider and more complete than that available to writers on 
this subject up to this time. It endeavors to maintain, at all times, the 
viewpoint of th* Commanders of the unite involved on both sides. 


Collate information from ell sources was not available to this anal¬ 
ysis. This was especially true concerning Japanese information. Unfortu¬ 
nately. sufficient translators were not available to provide all of the 
additional translations which the progress of the analysis indicated ware 
desirable. Mew faots end circumstances, therefore, may come to light, from 
time to time, which may change some of the analyses produced herein. 


In view of the critical nature of thi t analysis an effort has been 
ml da in certain important situations to place the oritio in the position of 
the Corneadar in order to obtain the letter's point of visw. In employing 
this system it is realised that although the oritio oan often succeed in 
piecing himself sufficiently near the position of th# C rm a ri der for any 
practical purposes, in many instance* he may not sucoeed in doing so. 

Because of the nature of this Allied defeat and the numerous contro¬ 
versies which have arisen concerning it, a complete background has beam 
provided. In addition, when the time comas to analyse the other battles 
in the struggle for Guadalcanal, this material will be aval labia. 


The Battle of Save lalsnd was a real teat of existing Allied and 

•_-_^.1 mm weal Y mm mf fKm f 4fl Iffllt 

If rpHITIIff AI*iflAV v«v vavme wsawwj/ arm e»v ••••• ••• w - - -e- w 

action of the various Commanders on both sides. The page* of history have 
invariably revealed defects in commend in similar situations, and it would 
have beam surprising had such defects not appeared in this cotion. 


As e result of battle lessons learned, an? as quickly spiled, the 
ability of the Isrvy tc conduct warfare steadily improved during the course 
of the war. As time went on the lesson so often forgotten — that the test 
of battle is the only test which proves the cc*b*t ability of Commanders 
— was relearned. The ability or the leek of ability of the various Cem- 
Minders in the art of war heoame apparent. Valor alone was shown to be 
insufficient, for valor is sot an attribute of only one race, but is an 
Attribute end a heritage of many races. The Indispensable qualification 
for command, the art of war, wma shown to be the ability in combat to ap¬ 
ply the seiaaoe of war to active military situations. 

The present senior oi fleers of the levy are well aware of the reasons 
for changes in established doctrines and in the development of new ones. 

But this caamot necessarily bo said of the Commanders of the future, who 
very probably will be laespe» v iemosd in ecmawmd in war. 







Finally. mil oo«m«iti and oritioi«a arm da.i^md to ba °°“ a *r; 0 **3** 
»r Indloatlnf moat appaar tc ba sound mad unsound deeiaions, and tha mp 
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IHTROPPCTIOH 

Th# Battla of Saw Island is an action of singular interest t# ctu- 
d.t.of for ..„rwl r,«son* i It ~ ‘*-^^“ 1 °.” 

in which Jananasa and Alliad naval foroas had «gaged in night hattla 
. liliat had Miumd tha offanaivai it was a various tactical 

£ui^ S=. «; finaxy it r 5 * 

powerful nltfct rwid by .urfwoo fowl «lth tit •«“*“* 

JurpriM »d wlthdrwl. Durlnj th. «*rly op.r.tlw-1 of IMt Jjpmwoo 

“ nf^ Sow hud ooourrwd «.i~ for— of opprotl- 

■ataly aqual atrangthu 

This hattla roaultad fro* tha aaisura by the Alliaa of thaTul^ji 
“?1£?.xp—lon Of th. J«r«no»o 1= thot dlwotloo.. 


In order to oh«k thlo «=P*n*l<» nd to oontnln th. Jn pno... 
the .lr~dy oooupl.d or... limits ooontorlos •»• h»J *>*“ 
by tha Allias. In tha Battla of tha Coral Saa, May 7th, tba AllUa hafl 
^ „*.j - 1 , h« aarriar air action, tha oaptura of Port Moroaby by 

ETEVS5rd-6th, tha AlU.a had inflict^ 
almost entirely by air action, such losses on tha .J*P“**J J* 

oarriara ac to foroa tha abandonment by thwa P 1 ^ Ial^Lda, tha 

Maw Caledonia and tha Fiji*. Hows war, within the Solomon IalawSa, 

Japansaa had oontixi®d to advance,** 

On May 2nd they had overrun tha island of Tulagi * h * r * ^TJI* 
attacked by an Allied carriar task fore# on May 4th, >iat b«fora tha 
^r«r i>Tn«ral Sa*. On July 4th they had commnoad building an^air- 

-- ” - - . . _ _t »r+il.lW. U4V Wr» MlXXUUlk 

field at Luo on poinn, wwunma»x *■-*-**•'• --?' , • . „ 

.. _ . *4-5 »„ *v» .. others in tha Solomon Island* chain, primarily 

^•tii'^tjuro.*:^^!^ t. b. ow of th. .trw. point, of 

the Japanese southern perimeter,** 

,1th th. ilHwd .oltur. of ful.gl-au.d.lwm.1, th. J»p «... rw ll..wl 
that failura to dlslodg* tha Alliae might aarioualy affaot Japan#*# 
stratary in*tfent araa.^Thay, tnarafora, put into foroa anargatic oountar- 
ZZ„,rf. d.tiewd to dl.lode. th. nil., fro. tb.lr DWO^rlou. foothold. 
Thaaa oountar?meaeuras which bagsn on August 7th wra bighlirbtad on tfce 
25? ZnZ* of August 9th. by tha night notion know a. th. Battla of 

Saw Island, 






A HRTKF XAKRATIVS OF THE BATTLB OF SATO ISLAMD 

Tb# directive of tbs Joint Chief, of Staff , l.eued by CCKIMCH to 

CIKCFAC oa July find, 1942, put into • ff ® ot th * ^ 11#d P lan of „ 

the So* Britain-Hex Guinea-lew Ireland Area to the 

assembled an Ulled force in the South Pnoifio area under CvKSOPACFOR 
for the purpose of seeing, In It. first phase, the Santa Crus Islands, 
Yui®gi and adjacent positions* 

Th# allies planned the above operation* with the utmost secrecy. 
However, thd Japenese Comraandcr in the area knew that th */iJ 1 ** 
reoonnoitering frequently the TulaRi-Quadaloaiiax Area, and that du^ng 
An b xst- the intensity of this reconnaissance b-* increased* He <*>jre°* 
ly assumed that the 1-llios would counterattack Japanese po.itions in the 
Solomon* in the near future, though not as early as Aug st 7th. noww, 
he had not taken ax\y speoiei precautions, either of air eearoh or of 
reinforcing out- /lag bases* 

Meanwhile, COHSOPACFOR had organised an Expeditionary Force 
ing of an Amphibious Poro* and an Air Support F« roe* the letter compos 
of three single carrier tael groups, to seise Tuisgi^ndluadalcanal. 

This force was to be supported by land**based aircraft operating from 
islands in the SOPAC Area, ns well as fraa SCMBSPAC air bases. 

The Allied Expeditionary Force successfully landed on 

island at daybreak on August 7th, having achieved complete 

surprise. 

The Jrpanete is—diately decided that it was ™°****ry^^ ^ thm 
Allies out and employed their land-based air forces and their li ^® d 
surface forces for this purpose. They oonAiotad air attacks on 
., ,. . _ .^a «Hn< auadaloansu. aurxua 

launched one air attuok. Ml of these attacks seriously Interfered with 
the unloading operations bat they wsre otherwise ineffective. 

Meanwhile, on Aupi.t 7th, the Japenese C«nd*r at Rabaul decided 
to attaok the Mlied shipping at Guadalcanal with aurfaoe ships aa wall 
as with aircraft* He therefore assembled a cruiser force consisting 
fin b..ay .rulwra, th« CHOIAI. AC1JA, IUO. MMSl and FTOITAIAl^of 
tao light »ral..r. # t»>. T BIRTH *M THBdSIl ani of on. doatroyor. th. 
TOTAGl. and at 1528 dispatched it, ocaaaanded in person by himself, to 
the Tulagi-QuadaloanM Area to destroy the Allied trsnsports^and o*rge 
ships there* Mhil© this oruiser force was assembling off Rabsul, it was 
sighted at 1251 by Allied bomber, from SOHBSPAC. This contact report 

reached CCMSOPAC at 2400. 

As this cruioer force moved south toward Cfcadaloaaal, it was 
sighted at about 1950, August 7th by ti j Allied eubmarins S-58 
off Cape St. George, Hew Ireland, The submarine w» forced to submerge. 


9*2474 O-S? 
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nBan r . 3ta , at about 2010 the .ubaarine incorreotly reported th. ocm- 
*5Z a. «. «u a* thrj. u rp >r TM. -apart 

M, received by CCM80PAC at 0T36, Awpi.t 8th. 

"«r™tl, raporta. a. thr*. Mar, at 

seaplane tenders or gunboat*. Labor on tha haa-»y or light 

1101 by another R.A.A.F. plana which reported it wtao haa^»y or iijn^ 

orui.2e «d on. unidentified m.U ^ ***"£? 

(wartPAT at 18Ut tha second report at 215b. Th. lon£ d.lay 
alttlnfth... report* MM COUOPAC t>» .pp°rtmtt y o f J^** 1 ”* “ 
attaok hv C0M80MESPAC planes. Th. All lad nigh ocemsnu aw 

T»la*l-<lua<l.laaiial. inearraatly, d«oid»<i th»t th»*« • h lp« Mr» 4in»e ' 
Shat. Bay. thar. to .at up an air b... fra. f ^ toboM, tb. 41UM 
•hipping in Iron Botton 8«md, oona.nolag on Augx.t »th. 


„ _ _ . 4 : imeet .aoh .vwning tha traeport. and oargo .hip. 

of the Allied Anchibiou. Foro. wer. oov* * by a night .ereeniag, Q *pc® 
Son^eti®* t7na.t jlpan... -urfae. .hip attack, fro. all .ntrjnoo. to 
Iron BottS 3o«d. Th. diopo.ition was oo.po.ed of •“^ 

^r^rd^ far- 

th. BUIS and RALPH TALBOT, .tation.d west and north, respective y ° 

E&ls: - 

and WI1S0K guarded th. passage northeast of 3avo 1.1 

Burla, th. night of Auffft »th at abaut 2066. tb. C<—ndar of th. 
T**!?™ 15 !!!^^r^'r 1 ™* 1 ^fS?^’r. 1 OTMoS S“St^d’lnto th. 

WOWWU. - _ «»_ v -«4.a= tmnhlMoui KOrCC 

Guadalcanal Area to attend a oonrerene. - ~ r 

end tha Coewsndlng General, Fir.t Marina Division. _ 

At this oonfereroe wnioh was held .t 2526, August 8th, Cwnder 
uenhlbl o ul force, without air eover or air .upport. _ 


Pfyoatrat as "-"v nao.e.ary .upplie. bad not baan landed, the 

r-srs££ zvsz ----- 

this. 

Aft., thl. oonfaranoa. tha 

ed in th. Guadalcanal Area with the AUSTRALIA, nrai. rauuu t 
Group by one heavy cruiser* 
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Th* Japanese Cruiser Force entered Iron Bottom Sound at about 0152, 
August 9th, baring passed the Allied destroyer BUTTS without being dis¬ 
covered* At 0136 this foroe surprised the AUSTRALIA Group «nd aided by 
airoraft flares dropped by its oar iruiser planes, opened fire with both 
pm»« snd torpedoes* Within a mat er of minutes, the CAIBERBA had tees 
heavily hit and was out of action (it ms finally sunt by Allied das- 
troyer torpedoes at 0800)* the CHICAGO had been torpedoed in the bow and 
ha d her speed considerably reduoedj the BAGLEY had fired four torpo- 
does ineffectively, and the PATTCRSOH had broadcasted the ocntaot before 
sugaring the two Japanese light cruisers* The PATTERSON was lightly 
damaged in this notion* Iona of the ships of the CHICAGO Group inflicted 
any important damage on the Japanese ships* 

During this phase of the action the Japanese Cruiser Foroe broke 
up into three groups* One consisting of the C310KAI , AO BA, KAKO end 
KHHOASA oontimed on towards the VIICBINES Group at twenty-six knots* 

It caught tbs VIICBIIES Group at 01 CO by surprise, end, saiploying both 
pi and torpedoes, succeeded in heavily damaging the three cruisers of 
that group, in aooowpllshing this the CHDKA1 Group passed under the 
stern of and along the starboard side of the YIHCESIES Group. Another 
group, consisting of the TWRYU, YUBARI and FGRUTAKA passed along the 
port side of the VIICETOBS Group end employing puts and torpedoes in¬ 
creased the heavy damage oaused by the first group. Both of these 
J&poneoe group* latindttontly oaployod latrohllght# rath#r than *tar 
shells for illumination* As a result of the above damage, the QUIICY 
^*>™v at 0238, the VTHCHIIE8 at 0260 and the ASTORIA at 1216. The third 
Japanese group consisting of the destroyer YUHAGI turned away from the 
eruiser action and ineffectively engaged in a pin battle with the re¬ 
tiring Allied destroyer, JARVI8. The JARVIS was sunk later in the day 
by air attack at about 1&30, August 9th* 

After this action, Cossmander Cruiser Force, because of a fear oj. 
Allied oarrinr-based planes, deoided to retire rather than to remain 
for the purpose of destroying the Allied shipping at Tulagl and Guadal¬ 
canal. As he retired he engaged the Allied destroyer RALPH TALBOT with 
the TSHRYU, YU BARI end FURUTAEA and aerlouLJA damaged her without re¬ 
ceiving any commensurate demags in return* 

The Japanese Cruiser Foroe, exoept for several hits, escaped from 
the entire motion almost entirely unscathed. In its retirement, it 
succeeded in avoiding Allied search planes so that it received no damage 
from Allied air attaoke. However, it wae diecovered by the Allied 
sutsmrine, S-38, on A»g*st 10th aa a result of which the IAI0 wae tor¬ 
pedoed and sunk* 

The effects of this battle were serious insofar as the Allies were 
concerned. There mas a shortage of heavy esoort and bombardment ships 
in all see areas and as the Allies were preparing to oenduot the lorth 
Afrioen Invasion, as well as to conduct offensive operations in the 
Aleutlsae and to continue those already underway in tha Solomons, the 
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loss of four hoary cruisers and ono doatroyor was iesjediately folt In 
all areas. 

The Japanese on the other band grossly exaggerated the Allied 
losses in surfaoe r ps and informed the world and the Japanese people 
press and radio oi' their olalms. 
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CHAPTER I 


THK STRATEGIC AREA. 


(a) ggjBRAL DISCUSS IPS 

Tha .trategic im involved In tha eo»b®t and support f^** 1 ™* °* 
the 3oloaon Islands offensive extended fra* tL* Bquator 

Tropic of Capricorn «d fro. th. 180th M.ridi« to th. co..t. of 

Au.tr.lia and lew Guinea, Thi. ar.r-all arsa. 2l 2Sll^l2 t 3i IS of 

tropical, wt. ocaanio. Tha total land ***' of 

Australia and *ew Ouinaa i. no great or than the area of Caleb*. 

use a acre familiar example, no greater than th* area of any o 

state, of Washington. Missouri or Cklahoaa. 

Th. out. tending ctem.teri.tlo of thl. nrn. 1. th. 

Liltnd. extending fro. tew <*in.. to f 

Sninon Islands. ^ uta Crus Islands, Iwr neoriaes ana 

Loyml^ Islands. These islands define the ©astern boundary of th* Coral 
Seiu including tha Solomon Ssa north of the Louisiade Archipelago. A » 
UVuTot potential air and ... bases, fay 
overseas cowunioations between Australia and forth Aiaarioa* 

This strategic are. was adaptable to United 
to ^e one hand, the Japan.*, could slowly exW theasoiTes djjep^into th* 
South Pacific through the island oha'n to threaten the lif*-li»* ^ ro “ 
teSrJtelte JcTzHlted to tte United State.. to tte other tend, tte 
Allies ».r. provided with « route of ndOMO. te^ Jyteo.. |t.y poln 
in tte te.tem pnoiflo. Itejr worn 

j ivm «htan to e.«,r*oa iw****« "r™ —- —_ * 

lT:::ri^7 <km»^u«itly the strategic area beoana a theater or oo»Mt. 

?h. strategic area «M divided into too approximately ^ 

the boundary between tha Southwest Pacific area and th# ^°*f*°*T* 

along neriSan 169 degree Bast Longitude. Thi. boundary P®”***^** 
ths JLddl. of Sant. Isabel Island in the Solonons, P**?**_ 
nils, vest of Guadalcanal Island. Thu. the ftiadaloBial-Tdlagi target a , 
wherein was fought the battle of Sevo I.lend, lay wholly within tha South 

Pacific area. 


The thre< 
Australia and 
by tha Battle 
of that year, 
after by pi*o< 
Guinea and by 


at of a large-soal# oversea* attack by th* Japanese upon 
Be* 2 ealandthrough this area had been tseporurllyroncved 
i of the Coral Sea in May 194* and th# fettle of Mi*»ay in June 

ted oontin*d to •dmnoo .l^y ttero- 
ien»al penetration overland southward along the ooaat of law 
r •«« southward through th* Solonons. 


Tha relative positions of the Japanese and the Allies within this 
.tmtSao ££ to Kltetm* proridod tte Jap—- with tte worn f«»r- 
•bla^ilitary situation. The Allied positions in the South Pacific Area 




were but lightly held. end existed chiefly of airfi.lte wter construc¬ 
tion xakiA ted tew hurried to * degree of mdluMfi for limited use In 
tte day* just prior to August Tth, !»«• «»•*• oirfloldo wsre looted on 

Wmw Caledonia, *fate, BsslrUa Santo, and J* tte FIJI*, The Japanese 
poult ions in tte Kntnk Archipelago, vith ttelrpriwlpo^ 
it Rab«ul c were fimly hold. Their po a it ion. at ffavis*^, BabeuI, tee. 
StlwuiAa iad wv l«is fimly h#ld «*d mwr# bilnji iti'fOjthmtd 
italor effort In tee dtrel jfnn t of airfields.* In improving these poo 1- 
tions the Jnpwaeae ted extended their oenty e tlon of Bsir fains* at fnr 
•oute m Bows ted occupied Florida Island in the tel«wne» end ted mcrrvd 
into tee norte-eentrel shore of Oeadalasnal Island on Jidy Ate wtera they 
h.<i immediately bape the construction of an airfield, herlser facilities, 
and other Installations nt tongs Feint. 

It nee tnparent to the A3 lied Kigh Ce—an d that thi firm eatablishment 
of tte Japanese at TUlagi ca Florida Island and to airfields at 

would seriously hsnper, if not prevent, the Allies from *.t*bl.,shto« 
thcneelvee to Sspirltu tente and Santa Crus.** and teat te*r*^ro the 
Japanese position, in tte 8olonoos were s threat to ritel links to the 
Allied ooamunloations. It was also apparent that tee Allied positions 
relative to the Japanese mere potentially lea® nenarinc, 

Tte positions of tte Japanese aad th* Allies, relative to tea Quad- 
aloanal'Tulagi area, are given below in fcir nii.es. 


Marasniike Cstuary, Malalta (A)*** 
Sakata Bay, Santa Isabel (J) 

Fists, Bougainville (J) 

Bdani s Santa Crus Islands (A) 

Buka Island (J) 

n . . » _ »_j x. i- f t\ 

nwu, mwm wiHiu v*/ 

Milne Bay, Mew Guinea (A) 

Bspiritu Bento (A) 

Xevieng, Sew Irelend (J) 

Bfat*.' (A) 

Port Moresby, lew Guinea (A) 

Plaluss das Gatoo, lew Calsdoni* (A) 
Mousse, Baw Caledonia (A) 

Townsville, Australia (A) 

Band!, Fiji Islands (A) 


£0 

120 

340 

366 

392 


nils* 

a 


640 

666 

580 

666 

716 

746 

790 

876 

970 

1166 


'tere wsre no Allied harbor* to the area suitably equipped to effect 
major repairs to daaagsd ships. Tte dooktog faollities at Pearl H-^* 5 ** 
were about 4000 miles «w*y via Fiji. At Sydney, white was about 2000 
alias avwy fray Bavo Island via louena, tter* were repair facilities for 


—S CaatgoWoVPac Msp*Ci E~ OBlOld whTgl 
July 1942. 

** CCMIICS Dispatch 102100, July 1042 
*** (A) naans Allied - (J) naajis Japanese 
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«rali»r« Mid mUir omft. In ns emergency, smeller hirbori in the mrm 
could b* uved far repair*, although they were not equipped rlth lapport- 
inr activities or baae fwlliU**. In partioular, these war* Smlntdmmma 
Bay, gsptritn Seat© Xaland, and Venn**, »«* Caledonia. Th* beat h ®f^ or 
•it* in th* Soloams* *e* at Tfclagi on Florid* III and. but this pi**ition 
Ml •xpoifrd tc mam? attaok and MU, prior to the lording on August 7th, 

in Japan*** Asndi. 


(b) TflE TOJtQl-GOAMLCAKAL iBtd 

3h* Bavtls of Satro Islnnd wao fought in th* body of master lying *•* 
t*««n Guadalcanal and Florida Island which b*on» know oiaong Allied 
Foro*i a* Iron Bottom Seond. this Sound is tha southaaotam axtra^ty off 
tha Slot (liew Georgia Socad)* 100 fathom ourrta off Guadalcanal and 

Florida IalMids arr *0 miles apart at th* western and cf «ii* Soundand 
olosa on each other to a diatano* off ooa nil* to fern tha 8*alark Ghnmi*,-. 
at tha eastern and off tS* Sound* 


Savo Ialmd iiaa b ah **a n th* wretarn extrenitien of Florida and Guad¬ 
alcanal Islands, and la an approximately round ooloanld inland with a 
dimeter of four alios and with its highest paak at 1673 f*at. Ilia 100- 
futka curve 1* noahar* nor* than 1*00 yard* distant from, th* shoro cf 
taro Island, allowing unrestricted navigation close to its *h°r«s. 8«re 
Island divides tha western approach*! to Iron Bottom Sound into two wida 
passages* Tha seutharly passage be t we e n Save Island and Cap* laperaae# 
on Qua dale anal is i*m idles wide. Ih# northerly passage bet*sen Save 
and Florida Islands is about ton miles wida. 


At it* *aat*rn and, Florida Island is thirteen miles north of tt»a<K 
alesnal IslMid and numerous shoal patches and reef a lie within the 100- 
fathon curves of each inland on either side of Sealsrk Channel. Through 
th* foul growd off Florida Island run* the Vggala Channel. Through the 
shoals off Guadalcanal ruas th* Lango Channel *hioh is thre* or four 
mile* wida with depth* of eighteen to thirty father. 

Strong tide rips are caused by the numerous shoals and irregularities 
in th# bottom between the eastern end of Florida and Guadalcanal Islands. 
The tidal currents set to th* westward and to the eastward along the 
ooaata of Florida end Guadalcanal Islands, following tha trend of th# 
coast line and attaining a velocity of two knots at spring*. 


The general depth of water in Iren Bottom Sound Is 200 to \\0Q fathom* 
between bungs Point on Goad'll canal and Tulagi Harbor. Tulagi Barber i» 
situated midway along the southern coast of Florida Island and is th* 
principal port of the Solomon I**nd*„ Westward of Tulagi Harbor there 
are mo off-lying dangers, mad the 100-fathom curve runs parallel with the 
ooact about three mile* offshore. 


(o) wimm 

hi the Soloar.a Islands area there ere two narked climatic seeaons. 
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Thm nortim at monsoon prevails from lor-tber to March. 

trad* wind usually establishes itself by April and lasts until Ootobar. 

Winds ara strongest during tha aaaaon of the aouthaaat trades, 

10~2Qaph. Average wind velocities ara only raraly interrupted by tha 

paasaga of a trepioal cyclone. 

It i. hot throughout tha year. Average monthly 
fr<a 810 (F) to 840 (F). Hipest temperatures ara recorded fro* »cvfrt»ar 

to April. 

Throughout tha yaar, average cloudineae amount* to * bo * t * iT J 
cloud oovarT°tha oloudiaat month* are January, FebrunryandMaroh. Ap« 
fron rare oyolonaa, other tropical depressions oauaa overoaat akiea of 
intermediate and high cloud*. Lower type cloud* prevail with local thunder- 

stoma and rain squall*• 

Thunder*torn* nomally occur over land during the afternoon and over 
the water in tha early morning. Rain squalls nay occur during any caa.cn 
of the year. Rainfall i* abundant. The months of January, February and 
Ititroh ar. th. kt Poiat. Oa.daUjnjl. tt.. r *^^ > 

for July i« 2.70 inohes. At TUlagi, average rainfall is .lightly greater. 

For. at «aa leeel ara unknoen. Reduced vi.ibility i. due only to 
heavy dSnpour. of rain. ha*, or low cloud*. A 

•quell any reduce viability to 100 yard* over a limited area. Ha*® !• 
prevalent during tha *aa.on of the southeast monsoon. It may render ob¬ 
ject* indictinot in vi.ibility of 16-20 mile*.* 

... . _ D..4._ Q>.«4 a»d alhU -1 tv h.l bMD Ob.SrV.d 

rm « aiaudv mxnt ia uuu w»»« --» ' _ . . 

tc be extremely low! Rein equelle ee*m to fore over Sevo leleno simoet 
every night of the year, causing heavy rain about 2550 end clearing about 
0*nu*Lr drlM iunly .outta..<—rd..* to th. nijht of 
this type of bed weather did not clear up. This will be ehcwss in the 

auction of the battle itself. 


-TfXlTor 1 ^ aSSvTTe fro* lilTT^rWxt publication WC-iST?, Siu-rwj 
the Solomon Islands, Maroh >6, 1945, Confidential. 

**CTF 62 personal latter to Captain EUC* Parker, USi{R«t), Offioe of 
■aval History, Busy department, Washington, D.C, dated 1948. 
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CHAPTER II 


JAPANESE AgRAgqgMgttg 


(a) JAPAMESB COaMAMD RELATIOWS (Plate I) 

All ci* the Japanese Fleets, including the Havel Air Fleets, exseft- 
In* the China Seas Fleet, were under the Conwmnd of the c«»»nder-lft-Chlef 
of the Combined Fleet* The combined Fleet consisted of the eobllo 
(■lesion) fleet which could operate anytoere to any area, end of the 
localised (area) fleets which were responsible for and «£•***«*•*towr- 
tato geographioel areas. The mobile fleet constituted the main 
foro* of the Combined Fleet. The erea fleet*, were normally 
•haraoter end were generally unable to take eny strong offensive action 
without assistance frOL the mobile fleet,* The mobile fleet of 

the Ms in Body (First Division FIRST Fleet), the Advance Force (SECCRD 
Fleet), and the Striking Force (THIRD Fleet).** The area 
of the northern Force, later called Eortheast Area Force (FIFTH Fleet) 
based at Boromushlrof the toner South Seas Force (FOURTH Fleet) based a 
Truk, the Outer South Seas Force (EIGHTH Fleet) based Bebaul end the 
Southwest Area Ftoroe (Combined Expeditionary Fleet) based 
in addition to the mobile fleet end the a rea fleets the Combined. Fleet 
consisted of toe Base Air Foroe (KL BVBIT H Air Fleet) based on Tlnisn and 
the Adranoed Expeditionary Foroe (SIXTH Fleet) toieh was oo^.ed of sub- 
■artoes and was based rt imajaleto.** iul taotioal titles employ the 
term SA>rce" (BUTAI) uhareas all atoiinietretive titles employ toe tom 
*»l*«t* with the single exception that toe title "Combined Fleet wss both 

administrative ana t«ox>xowA *■ /- 

Prior to July Idto, 1942 toe South Seas Force we a to! 

defense of the entire Central and Southeastern Paolfio Area, tool^fiing the 
Marshalls. lew Guinea and the Solomon Islands. However, due to toe in¬ 
creasing importance of the Central and Southeastern Peoifio aimas and to 
the fact that there was an ever-increasing threat of an attaok ©n 
Solomons by the Allies, the Japanese High 

South Seas Area into two areas i one, an Outer South Seas Area, the oth , 
an inner South Seas Area. This split became affective on July 14th, 

1942.**** 

The dividing line between to* two arose thus formed was established 
as toe line bearing 280®(T) from the Juncture of the equator and Long. 


Japanese - !av«l Organisation, Change Ho. 11 wTONI 49, page 
*• Enoloaurs, Submitted October 2«to, 1945 by *•" Admiral S. 

Ijl to answer to USSBS Memorandum Bo. HAV-1, October 10th, 1946. 
see Japanese Havel Organisation, Change *©. 11 to OHI **»£*£• 83 * 
«... MarWary, 8th Fleet, August 7th, 1942, MDC Document 1S1269. 




Sfljgtggljjj 

150°H. Ccriraandci Icn»r South Seas Force was assigned the responsibility 
for the d«f«u of the area north of this llna and Commander Outar South 
Seas Foroe for the defease of the .raa south of this line* In order to 
provide for unity of oonmand, it was dlreoted that in the event of an 
eceety attack In the above areas, the Cosusander KLKVBNTH Air Fleet wou ld. 
In oaae of necessity, exeroise command over the FOURTH, SIXTH, and NlUflfh 
Fleets•« 


Floe Admiral Giaxiohi Mika we activated the SliUTH Fleet an July 14th, 
On July 19th he hoieted his flag in the CHOXAI. On July 23rd he was 
assigned the CBOKAI and Cruiser Division SIX and became Cosumnder Outer 
South Seas Force. On July 27th he formally assumed responsibility for 
the New Guinea and Solomon I elands operations.* 

All land based air forces in this operation sere naval Mad were 
assigned to the FIFTH Air Attack Force** (28th Air Fiovilla), which mas 
based at Rabaul and was a subdivision of the KLBV3ITH Air Fleet. The 
Commander of thin attack fores retained operational control over his com¬ 
ponent units and ooeperated with the Commander Outer South Seas Force. 

He remained at Rnb&ul to direct its activities. No Army air forces were 
assigned at this time.*** 


Floe Adalral Mlkawa was in oc—and of the Outer South S,«e Force 
until about 1416, August 7th whan he was relieved by Floe Admiral 
Hi shite Tsukahara, who was the Commander Base Air Force and the Co meander 
SLBFBNTH Air Fleet. The latter admiral aoted as Commander Outer South 
Seas Force until the next day* August 8th* whan he fleeted up to beoome 
Commander Southeast Arsa and Commander Southeast Area Force which in¬ 
cluded the Base Air Foroe, the Inner and Outer South Sees Forces, and a 
portion of the Advanced Expeditionary Force.*** In th<* latter capacity 

AW^ J4 x>A^ am — I» Fm—a*»4 -ad* 


_ 

evs ■ 


It therefore happened that at the time of the Allied landings on 
Guadalcanal and Tulagl on August ?th. Floe Admiral Wtkawa mas both 
Commander Outer South Seas Force and Cosmander BiGflTH Fleet.** After 
he had been relieved by Floe Admiral Tsukahara he had the prismry re¬ 
sponsibility of securing a victory with his surface force. 

From the above, it Is evident that, although the Japanese oommenC 
structure had room for oor.fusion, there was no confusion in oommand in 
the Battle of 3evo Island. All forces eo.gaged went naval forces, and 
all were under the direct oomaand of naval off!cere in a clearly defined 
ohain-of-oosuwnd. 


• War Diary 8th Fleet, August 7th, 1942, WDC Document 161259. 

*» Records 26th Air Flotilla, CIG Document 74629, Hay 12th, 1947. 

*** War Diary 26th Air Flotilla, August 1942, WDC Dooument 161730. 
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JAPANESE COMMAND RELATIONS 
ON 0 AUGUST 1942 


f SUPREME WAR COUNCIL 1 

["naval general staff) 
L---X— 


Commander in Ch._ 
COMBINED FLEET 
Admiral Yo mo mo Ho 

^ “ 1 

TACTICLL OA«AAt2ATI0N I _tQthn? 


STSTT'l 

EET . 
m olo I ' 


Commander 
SOUTHEAST AREA FORGE 
Vico Adm Tsukahero 



7s 


Com mender 

\SOUTHEAST area fleetn 
• N Vice aA n Tsitkahora 


| A QMin.STMTlVE j| 


wca* 

!§ 

II 



l 


T 


Com mender 

[OUTER SOUTH SEAS FORCE 
Vice Adm Tenhohora 
Commander 
EIGHTH fleet 
V ice Adm. Mika wo 



Gnmmaadtr 
BASE AIR FORCE 
Vic* AMn. Teukonaro 


' Commander / 

\ ; ! /ELEVENTH AIR FLEET ' 
\j Vice Adm Tmkahgro 


Jl 


CHOKAl 

Fla«*hip 

k 

4 -- 



SUPPORT 

FORCE 

k-+* 

,_N 

\ CAUDIV n 
\ RJtdm .Gato 

i qnnwiRit 
1 FORCE 

£ f v 

_l: 

^ eVOAONS T A 3 N „ 

CONVOY "T" 
'ESCORT FORCE J 


n 

l 

1/ 


v\ 


FIFTH AIR ATTACK FORCE 
(at Rataul) 

Roar Adm. Yomodo 


I" Off AON bT J 
r thansr foagTLJ 


/ 25th Air Ftotillo / 
_R«K Adm_YomndO_y 

I ---1 

Lta.naa _J 

|_—J^FOOA iM AlA #AORF J 

l TT^*rajiB 1 

\—•»» Z^Zl. —_J 

i —«P«ouf 3] 

I_jJVokOHAMA ilBttAOOVj 

j _J~'m Tsana aTa saoup J 

(-• -{I* r LLl*“i. H L“ A _D 

-[jAOO AmV»3*a”hAAU j 


Note: 
Enon# 
a 


. .. air Final could. In case of 


a Toclicol Commond woe FUNW. IWIlAi A'™ ---- 

mandftr e’a tocticci commander exec utod Ai* tactical operalron* apomst the enemy 

On Auati. 7th • Commands EbveMh Air FM .ionr 

° Tncticn. and Hie tot tor,« gMOMRr Ccianr ***,»*»•««*"•" * ,h# en "" r 

a I took which in knewrh as the BATTLE OF SAVO ISLAND. „ 4 ... .. 

On Au ;uW Bt^ C ^mondi^E^eWi^ Air FtoatJ!Tv!^ndiotn Sa^inr*'n command to Oommowk* Outor 
****** Area rfroody wnreisnBjHu loHnr 2 cam- 

^ hTJISm X 5TS*n nwriaon Bair tere ns to,* * ,**«** ******** 


<, -R 



















(b) i wrgCfr-'tTICW AVAILABLE TO JAFAHRSB COKMAWIgR 

,Tu*t prior to the Allied landing In the Solon mo, Oonnander Outer 
South Son* Foroo had considerable general information oonwraijag tha 
strength of tha Allied foroes In tha South Pacific area, and naa s 
orally aware of thalr oapabilltieso 

Ho knew that thara had haan considerable Allied air and naval aotla- 
ity in tha gtnaral araa of tha Coral 8aa and that thara was a possibility 
of an aarly angagsaont with a powerful mwy f»ro».* 

Ha was awara of tha Alllad construction of and balld-up of baaas in 
Haw Caledonia and Haw Hebrides. Interpreting this eotivity as a pt*%- 
pa ration for a counterattack upon Jap*n«»a itdvaaoed positions, ha 
oorraotly aaaunad that tha i»oat likely araa of AUisd counteracts©* would 
ba tha aoutharn 8ol<noe».** 

Ha knew that tha Allied foraaa had reconnoitered tha naw baoa at 
daedal oansd-Tulagi fraquantly by air and that tha number of planes raid¬ 
ing that araa had auddanly lnoraaaad during August.*** 

Infomad by hia intalllganoo that a powerful Alllad foroa had 
eortied fro* Hawaii on Anguat Sad, ha auapaotad that thia foroa togathar 
with other Alllad force* alraady in tha Southwest Paoifio Araa, would 
attwrot to attack tha Outar South Sees Araa in tha naar futura. Ha 
und** stood that this oueblnti force would include thraa oarriara (includ¬ 
ing converted carriers), and a nuabev of oruiaars.**** Thia japuiss^ 
iatalliganoa was raaaonably correct, asoopt that tha "powerful Alllad 
foroa" had sortlad fro* Fiji on August 1st rather than fro* Hawaii on 
Au gu st 2nd, snd was at that data much closer to tha Sol anon s than tha 
Japanese axpaetad, POOR INTELLIGENCE REPORTS AUGUST 1ST/2ND - PRE SAVO 

Regardless of how powerful this Alllad foroa, ha believed that ha 
aigit ba able to intercept and destroy it oy decoying it within range of 
his land-baaed navel air power.**** Ha fait that ha night “T"? 1 *** 
this even without carrier task foroa assistance fro* tho Combined Float. 
This ©onoept jf destroying American surface forces by land-besrd plans, 
was not »ww* Ri* Japanese had hsld tha same coneapt .at the Betti# of 
Midway dies they sndaavo^?d to lull the tesriesn earriwr fores within 


-irmrrifo^mx-yrz^i^»r^tr^ icizte. ““ 

«.* jf &r Diary Cth Air Attack Foroa, August 1942, TOC Eoounsnt 181 r»0, end 
CRDDIV 8 Detailed Eattl* Report fC, August 7th-10th, 1942, CIO 


Doouasnt 86927* June 27th, 19*7, peg* 2. 

*«• Southeast Araa Havel Operations, Part I, Dor '»®at 40427, page 10, 
Historical division, U.8. Amay, July Slst, 19*7, 

war Diary fth Air Attach Foroa, August 194f, TOC Pocwsant 1*1780 and 
Ccsraunder 8th Fleet Estimate of Situation, fMgust 7th, 1642, CIO 


Doouasnt 75848, May 7th, 


1947, 


P*g» 
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W |» Of Japanese \and-b*a*d air power at Wales, It showed a confidence 
that thair land-based air power was no re effective than Aneriean carrier- 
ba^ad air power — a oonfidenee that was not home out throughout the ml 

Ha knew that the mammy had reocntly as»enbled great air atrongth in 
tdfe© law Hebrides area and ha oonaldered that the mammy wa* planning to 
invest Guadalcanal before the Japanese air strength warm d up. 


in anticipation of this latter possibility, he had reeoneaded, in 
his capacity of Cosasawder XIGBTH Fleet, that a planned withdrawal of a 
cruiser division from Jtabaul to Truk be Modified, and that It should be 
sent to isvrieag or to Quoen Caro la Harbor. This 

CBEiaT SIX was held In the gavleng Area M a support force of the Outer 
South Seas Faroe,** 


Ha knew that largir umbers of ensuy suhsarines were beginning to 
infoet the waters of the Japanese Southeast Area* necessitating the 
diversion of additional assort forces to this area. Ho considered it 
pro table that this ancsy submarine activity would become increasingly 
intense,* 


He knee that CII'IFAC was in tfci Hawaiian Area and that COKSCWESPAC 
was located in Brlsbsae. There is, however, no indication that he was 
aware of the formtlrc of SOPAC which earn soon to uadertaks and direct 
y, M aault in the Go adal oonal**Tulagi Area, 


piaaily, it is highly prokbit, 1* view of hie visit to Trul: 

(July 26th-Sftth) and his discussion there with the CinC ConMned Fleet 
concerning the operations in the Outer South Seas Area, that he ana 
failitr with st »d generally concurred with the Imperial Headquarters* 
opinion that from the extent of mammy preparations particularly in 

M.,f ■»« »«i fr’iimtmttaok would probably be no wore than a 

* *'• *» —- —* -i--- 

reoamnaicseaoe landing. " 


(e) JAPJ8H8X UHD AtfD fM PER-BASED AIRCRAFT 

All Japanese aircraft employed in ton operations in the Solonons, 
incident to the Battle of Save Island, were naval airorai't of thv 26th 
Air Flotilla. The Comaandsr of thii air flotilla, with headquarters at 
Rabaul, was directing activities of the FIFTH Air Attack Fores, Base Air 


Weet, August 1MT, WDC teoumcoOSHT^ 

** (SB .JUT 6 totalled Battle Report #6, Solomons Ravel Action, Angus 
7-10th, 1942, wDC Document 1609R7. 

... Her Diary 6th Air Attack Fores, August 1942, VfDC Document 1S1780. 
*e»* Southeast Area Ravel Operations, Part I, Doomsot 40427, page 10, 
Historical Division, U.3. Amy, July Slut, 1947, 





tTi. 


r • Th. 26th Air PI tills oto.tit.ted th»t port rf « > 

>L.tS to to. SooUuut Arte. It. «-yo.ltlto to Au*u.t «th 
U tom to Thbto 1, tod teteU.d 116 ptote. of tortou. tjp... ft. tolt. 
totoltod to thl. or*tol..tloo tor. to. rAIUto Air Or.up, to. «*«*» 
r"”_ +h _ tov ^Aifi^ Group, tha POOBTKHIfH Air Group, and th* POWTH 

taZfor rtoototo.toho. ud filter .~pUto.) ~r. toto tood to to. 

26th Air flotilla. lb... tor. to. mplto otorl.r IdIT 3 uohItA, Sp. 

DuS tolt «». tod to. .itotoft trtorport yaunMMA «AW. S yttol Dto y 

Sto So.* Oh Ahtoto Tth tod 6to. to. 26to Air PtotlU. — 
by tha addition of pianos of tho K3J*A Air Group. 

Tbo land-basod pianos of this flotilla, aa yot moquipp^ with radnr. 
war* diaposod bo t waan tho TVaaakaman end Lukaaai Airdrmoe at labnul* 

at both ^i ***** ***+*~^ 

stationed thora to protoot tho Guadalcanal Air Baao ohila it oaa undor 

construction*** 

saarjiffsast sxsais ars- -- 

rcffjs* assa;*-r 

bH2 had boan aaol^ad air groups at tho tl T Alr^lotllla 

Island* Tho Goooasndor fELTOTB Air Float and Ce—aador 28 th Air iwiria 
htd dissuadod coanandsr Outor South Saaa Foroa fron his doaira to noro up 
l«d attack unit, i-odiatoly on ^ at Habanl 

MAAAB that tnaif W 1IWHS WW —.» v * 

a vo •*«•’ • vwwto-- 

to pvmit amt disposition* 

Ttotll land air basoa oars availablo, auitabla harbors for 
patrol and fltfitor aoaplanaa woro asodod. Tho Japanoao tad * 

Srbora for aaaplanTbaoo® at Falsi, Shortland lolaad. t Jta ***-?«*• 

Glue island, flats (Bougninvilla 1 •***]“^ SisowWAC^alr 

Island). Vo air activity waa noted in thaao harbors % COMSWBSFac ai 

raoennaissmo# on August 6xh, ©th, Tth, or ith. 

lh» asskiaast of Favy land-baaod aircraft, .Mthar than hoy 

.ton. i« Ltohtot A**.... to ■ 'ssThJiriit * 

It to. a.o«.»ftry. to P»rt. buto.. J^*n«. Ato, !?5. 

tralnad In tha ronduet of Joint Operation, with naval air foroa*. 


—Ta tr^a. isa r g - . iSHH'S'sr iftK a> ri.iinr.h 

CIO toototot 7*««, tej l*to, 10*7, tod «.r nl"7 of *•» Air Wo- 
Auaust l*t«Slat, 1942, WDC P»«oaaat 161»30* 

M ^•eordn 26th Air Flotilla, Itaa 213). Sootion S, Jon® 25th to Augu« 

eth s m 2 , me roowMwJt i«oi 55 . 

*** Southeast Area Saval Operations. Par* U 40427 * 

historical Division. t r .3„ Amy, July 51,t » 194 * - 

* ,** Janamae aaswars ta 3BSBS Military Division Quastianmlra #U 
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Sinoe the ooa»*ac«*«at of the w, naval aircraft had been highly 
suooeseful in spear-heading Japanese naval attactai. the Japanese noa 
expea ted their naval aircraft to be equally suooeosfwl in the Solomon 
operations** 


(a) JAPAHB5E SEARCH AHD RE0CEHAIS8AMCE 


The Japanese did not deteot the Allied Expeditionary To roe as it woe 
tdvenoing northward along the neridan of 1»« »* L*m«itude 
end Guadalcanal an August. 6th and August ®th. Ho saarohes through the 
Solomons sector were flown on those two days free Fabaul, reportedly be- 
eauae of bod weather.** OOKCRUHIV SIX reported that weather alee 
cravsnved the Japanese reoouuaissanoe seaplanes based at Tulagi fro* 
looating the Allied Foroe.*** There is reason to believe this stats 
nm*t sinoe th# arsa the Allied Foroe traversed la its approach to the 
objective was not searched by the Allied B-17s either on Au©*»t 6th snd 
Autuot Gth.**** (The movement of the Allied Foroe is shown on Diagram 
■5" and passed through 80PAC Sear eh Sector l). However* weather did not 
prevent the Allied carriers in the Air Support Foroe fro m conducting 
routine local security patrols during the approach an those rana two 


days.***** 

lack of reconnaisance in solomons by japanese forces prior to battle of savo 

The Japanese were owught by ©cnpleto surprise on August 7th by the 
Allied Expeditionary Foroe* even thou£i the Hig* Gossoond had directed 
their units, h' the South Faoifio an August 6th to ewtroiss strict 
caution.**'**** Although he had bean advised by his air compandors Crhat 
his air strength at Rabaul was ina deq uate.** he n evrthelsos piv^egt- 

siderablv leas attenti on to the Solomons sector than ha did to the Saw 

Guinea sector. This resulted in inadequate eearohea in the Solomon* 

sector prior to the Allied landing on August 7th. 


The !•»<* attack: pianos at Rabaul were heavily engaged in nlnoet daily 

. * * *i« • . • f . a_— a. m._A AAA4+ 4 nmn 1 Tv. 

baablxig AtUitU on vam juu«a mxr om»» rw v ^ 

Cosmmnder FIFTH Air Attack Foroe woe employing a few land attack pl«*aea 
foy reoonnaisasnoa in oonueotion with the He*. Guinea offense!v% opera¬ 
tions******* end for reoonnaiesonos flight* ** looate possible base sites in 


-nGTT5fi^TSETTCs«. iugu^i lfiW.IM BooumseS TOTW: 

*• Southeast Area Haval Operation*. Part I, Document 40427, 
page 10, Historical Division* U.S. Army. July Slot, 1947. 

**♦ CRUIHV 6 Detailed Battle Report #3, Solomons Haval Action, 
August 7tW*10th, 1942, ETC Document 180997. 

•**• Ear Diary COMAIRSOPAC (CTF 63), August 1942. 

•**♦• Ear Diary SARATOGA, August 1942. 

****** nor Diary 1, "A Brit T History of World Ear 11(B) Ic. 1 Daomeher 
1941 to Maroh 194S", page 12, Supreme Cosnander of the Allied 
Power-, AfIS Doounsnt WK 16X68. 

******* aeoords 26Ch Air Flotilla, Group 21, Itea BID, Seotion 3, June 
26th to August 6th, 1942, EDC Doounsnt 180166. 
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th® Loui®iad®s and D’totreoastraux Islands.* H ° r®l*-ed largely on. tb* 
seaplane® of th® YOKOHAMA Air Group, baaed at Rabaul ®nd Tulagi, lor 
r®eonnai®s®no® of th# Sol own* sector and of the approach®® to Tulagi from 
th# ®outh®a®t.* Hi® aaaroh plan®® at Tulagi, •• rma polntod out in tha 
previou® aaoticn of thi® analysis. war® ®®nt th®r® to oonduct r®o«nai«- 
•ane® for th® prot®otion of th® Guadale»mal Air Bae®. It i® protmbl®, 
th®r®for®, that hi® r®liano® on the ®®*r®h plan®® operating out of Tulagl 
gav® th® Cosmmmder Outer South S®a® Poro® a eonfideno# not warranted by 
th® situation, and that this oonfidsno® contributed greatly to th® ®urpria® 
Achieved by th® Alii®®* 

__tin* japan®*® air »®aroh®® ®oh*dul®d for August 7th a®r* to b® 

oouducted by seaplane® only. Those at Rabaul were to oonr» ®eotor be- 
, bearing® 100<>(T) to 1S0°T) to a radiu® of 700 mil®»**l those at 
Tulagi were to cover an unidentified sector to th® southward of th® 
Solomon®. Th* letter «®aplan®« w®r® oaught on th* water at dam by 
Allied carrier plane® and w®ro d*»troyed before they oould take off* 

The oontaot report of the Allied Expeditionary Force received fro* 
Tulagi Air Base at 0662, August *th, preoipitated an lmediat# ohang# in 
the Japan®®* search plana. As will be shown lat®r, Comandsr Outer South 
S®aa Force roqueated th* FIFTH Air Attack Foro# to augment the seaplane 
searohr* by th* enploynent of land attack plane® based at Rabaul. Th® 
japan#'*® thereby demonstrated a oapabillty of iner®aeing v*ry oon®id®rably 
the nuaber of aircraft enployed for searching the Soloaons. It is un¬ 
fort vrat® for them that th®*® augmented search®* were not initiated on 
August 8th whan tb* warning can® from th* Higi Comend. 

(*) japatese disposition haval forces 

Just prior to th# surprise illiid invasion of the (kiadaloanal-Tulagi 
area ttie Japanese force# of th® Southeast Araa w®r® disposed in aooordanc* 

4 -v- .4+.».*4r<n a* \±. *cM*r*d to th® Japouaea® OcmMudorS 

at that particular tins. Th® EIGHTH Fleet was operating from Rabaul as 
its principal naval bas*. Sine® Rabaul was at this tin® under th® 
stant harassment and curve il lance of Allied air power based in Australia 
and staging through Port Moresby, Co m ® n dor EIGHTH Fl®*t ms Inclined to 
favor th® nor® northerly harbor of the area, Kavisug, a® an an oho rag® for 
hi® surfao® foro®®. A® a consequence, on August 1st, h® d®®p*toh#d tb® 
heavy cruiser® CB0KA1, th® flagship of the EIGHTH Fl*«t, ®nd Crui»®r 
Division SIX, consisting of the ADM, IAI0. 1IRUGASA and FTJRUTAKA trim* 
Raoaul to Kavieng, th®r® to remain until th# morning of August 7th. 


* feeoorda SSfcfe Air Flotilla, Group 21, item 21ft, S'ection 3, June 2&t£ 
to August 8th, 1942, WDC Documsnt 160166. 

** Japanese Search plans, August 7th-9th, 1942, CIG Documant 74652 


May 12th, 1947. 

•** Strength and Disposition of 26th Ai r 
CIG Document 74629 May l£th, 1947. 
.... War Diary CRUDIY 6, August 1942, MD3 


Flotilla on August 7th, 1942, 
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H« him*If r«»ain*d at hi* haadquartara in R»b»ulo 

(.) Th. dl.po.ltloh «hd .u-po.ltloo of th. t 

OOBTE Fl».t .t 0362, *,<u.t Ttt. th. tl- 

Ml«« th. roport of th. rnlti.l right*.* of th. Alll.d i^hlhlou. For- 
(IF 32 ) hj th. JilhM »t Tulagl, 1 . •— rlM4 .. folio.., 

(1) Support Fora* and CBD«AI 

Th. h-ry cruls.r. CBMAI, 30B4, 

S—dl.r Hwbor, MM I.Und. " 

rranaifli Md wrrpriT Hi *tn «c rout* to Babaul. All fir* ©rua.**ra 

Sf —h.- -trm.. to Sfff« 8tr.lt Oh rout In. p- of 

fron 8ilr*r Sound.* 

(2) Bsoort Foroo 

(») Ih* light W ir* TOreW and TUBAK and th* d**troy*r 
TOT A®, of DBSDIV TMHTT-«IIP * *&**!.• 

(b) Th. da.troy.ra OIT*, ASAIAZ*. 

IIW1 and th* daatroyara MJT8UH, DOTH. TATOI and KOCHISCIT ot m&VTI 

mBT KV«lJi to —ort MSDIV SWBIIM -. ordor.d t. 

^L rt to CoBuid.r Out.r South 3... For— oh iugurt J* 11 Wth—no »• 
£££d ,t Kriwul. U th... d.stroy.r. did hot portri. 1= «» b * ttl * of 
3 a*o Island. thay ar* dropped fron further di*oua*icn. 

(S) Auxiliari** of 26th Air Flotilla. 

Th* **aplasr* - AT 3WA and th* airoraft transport 

M0GJM1GAKA MAJBJ w*r* at K*^-a»** 


/ A \ A..t 


(a) SUBHCS SB#* «*> loo* 4, J about aa follow** 1. 
Oulf of Papua. BO-34 off An.traliaa *m -oat, 1-121 and 122 at Bab*ul 

and 1-123 at Truk.*** 

(b) 30IRC. THKS*. ubloh roport— fMMth. SIITB,”1!*^! **“ 
Bin Fl-t oo lhgu.t Tth, -r. oh .thtloh u folio... I-U off th. 


tab. August ^EK- 


* (3 mi * feat*11*A srar rfrpori laral Aotion. August m 

10th, 1942, CIO Doou**nt 86927, Juna 27th, 1947. 

** Strmgth and Deposition 26th Air Flotilla, Anguat 7th, 1942, CIO 

Ooeunant 74629, Kay 12th, 1947. _ 

«*• War Diary 8th Fl**t H o v a a m at* of I aval For*** und*r thi* Com* 
Augict, 1942. WDC Doaunant 1612tt. 
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southeast oo.it of Auetralie, 1-171. 1-174. end 1^176 off th* 
of Australiai 1-169 off the Iw Hebrides, and the 1-188 which had reneiD- 
*d at Sasebo, Japan.* SUBK* TKRX3 is disni«sed froa further discussion, 
since all boat* wars ordered on August 7th to return to t 

refitting. lone of then were employed in the Japaneee oounterattao 

Tulagi. 

(f) TASKS ASSIOMID 

The ta*ks assigned the HOSTE Fleet by the Japanese were, in 
generalt 

(a) To support the Japanese progrwt of oat »olideting the »**"°** * f 
outposts protecting the Habaul position, whioh oftsn required inTssicn 

operations. 

(b) To counter successfully the generally anticipated Allied Offen¬ 
sive nova against the area.** 

Tha fir-jt of thaaa assigned tasks has sipiifioaace only *•*"*••*** 
consolidation of Japanese outposts protectsinoe^the 

Battle ofSavo Island resulted directly from the •J 0 *** 
task*, it is that task with idiioh this discussion is concerned. 

Calender Outer South Seas Fores knew that his objective was pro- 
teeti^HTneture. Ha also knar that th#PrWPJ 1 

, . v ,v« i.Tid-bssv^ air power of tha FIFTH Air Attack Force \pase 

n . > . ,_. mi. mild w>st useful to hi» during high 

visibility. Hs considered that its full capstan™,. 

tllltU .ph-.t «-T ... fore. if th, l.ttr er. £***« 

dlitiaMf ud oonelu4.il th«t h» ni(ht b.»t ,.m^>ll«h thl* by “JJ* **“* 
.«Tof hi, .urfM. fore. .. <taooy. to lur. th. on~y tore. -ithlo rwg. 

cf suoh’air power.*** 

Ha knew that hi* own offensive power lay primrily hia b*»^ 
orulaar strength — the CHOKAI *nd CEODIF SIX — pl*»» «*y light oruisars 

b. -4. i-.Oi.toly .Miutu r™ 

escort foroo. Ha fait that during high visibility tfci* ^ 

=3s 5 xrzxzx ssru - 


* Reports of ueriiorloua Action MmM* 5 oad 7 , otogusn 

CIG Dooiaesnt 74*34. May 12th, 194T. - - ns.^ nth 

** Rsoords CKJJXfT «. WDC Dcounsnt 160997. August ?94^« War IHary 8th 
Float WDC Document 181259, July- August, 1942} Southeast Area **▼»! 
OparatioM, Parti, fecund t 40427, jag* 3 snd the Ca*»igM of the 
Paoific War, GSSBS 1948, page 106. 

»** War Diary 6th Fleet, WDC Doousamt 161269. 
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UUMMOHAb 

TCMfta.w imUir 

1cm risibility, he f«lt thtt bi» cruiser fore* beoana hi* principal 
«w»pan,. The smallness of hi* foro* gar* him little ocmoira, for n* *ft* 
confident of hi* ability to defeat Allied surfaao fcroo* in ai^it action. 

In addition to hi* surf so* for®**. Command*** Outar South 8*** ?©ro* 
had four suW-l.fi a* of SUB0OB 8KVW, thre* of which mar* neeliable In hi* 
ar*a. Th**o *ub-*urfao« unite si gat provide torn eesiatane* in is.tt*okiag 
■an any *hlpo. 

The absr* Japan*** oepebilitiea, whan oon*id*r*d in oompnri*o® with 
th* strong Allied carrier and amphibious support fbro** *«nt to Tulagi and 
Guarideorjal, war* 1 Ini tod lnd*«d. Tbj eonfidane* *xpr***rd by Cowwd*r 
Outar South Sana Foro* therefore a**m* to baa* b*«n optimistic. 

Th* discrepancy be t w ee n hi* approclatIon of tho assigned objective and 
hi* actual 4 agr— of lnvolv-mts lay in hi a und*r**ti»atlara of th* 

Allied strength* Th* Japan*** eoanrniuWr* on vmriou* *oh*lon* «it)Mtod 
that th# «xp*et*d Allied attack on Tulagi and Quadaloanal mould b* no nor* 
than a r*ocnnai***no* landing.* 

(g) JAPAWtSl WMAL OCCCgT 

From th* pr*o*ding di*ou»*ion, it la apparent that tha eonoaptian of 

-outar South Sea* foro* au to th* **mup*» h* mould pro Sabi y 

pursue, should Allied for*** attampt to panetrat* hi* ar*a, w*r* t 

(c) During daylight, to mploy hi* land-ba**d aircraft a* a principal 
.Toapoo and tc maploy hi* aurfue* foroaa as a secondary weapon possibly M 
deooya to lur* th* Allied foro** int^ rang* of th*> ebav* aircraft. 


(b) During nigh* or low risibility, to employ hi* aurfto* foro** a* 
th* principal weapon. 

(o) A* opportunity presented, to cmpUj hi* subnarin** in *i**»rt of 
both air mi aurfaa* attack*« 

Thi» concept for th* d*f»os* of tho Out*r South S*a* Aiwa mould bar* 
b*«n sound, if adequate air and *urfao* foro** a* mail a* ad*quat* b***», 
nor* particularly air ba*«*, had bmn provided, #*pool ally in th* 8ol«ou*. 
Coowndtr South 8 m* For** might than ham* up*rated his surf*** »hip* under 
th* protection of land-based air pow*r. However, as has b*«a pointy out, 
such ad*qu**y of foro** and bass* mas not ami lab 1* at thia time, with th* 
rottult that any rurfao* ship attack launohod by Commander Outar douth S*aa^ 
Poro* mould n*o*a*arily b* forood to opsrat* in arma* under dispat* without 
adequate air oemar. Tn addition, th* ahortag* of plan** and ba*** from 
mhleh to o pc rat* them, combined with bad weather and amm ov*ro«ufidan«*, 
permitted an Amerloas landing at (hiadaleanal-Tulafci to be a*hl*md by 
aurpriae. 


* Japan*** SouthsiatTTr** Vtml Operations, ^*art't, ^i.8« "Araji flliwriml 
Division, Document 40427,, July 3lat, 1847. 
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chapter in 


ALLIED bSSMSBUm 


(») ALLIED cami S jro HELAtlOm (Plat* II) 


th* *Btir* Paoifio tnt had b«« dsatgnatod >* an m. of U.S. 
■traterio iwcponaibUity. Thi* area had been dlTid*d into Iw*?* 

ar**«i th* South**at Paoifio, th* Souths*t *aoifl<? *nd th* P*oifi# 

Oe«*a; th* l*tt*r being further *uMlrid*d into th* lorth. Lentral an 

South Paoifio arena. 

th* bounderi** of th* Southwest Pacific »m and tho*. of th* South 
P»o iflcTar*****r* of ia^rfnc. in th. study of th. Battle oM«c I.hn 
as it «a* within th*** irwe that th* operations in connection with thi* 

Th. (M»rtin»nt portly, of th. . •»**•"* *"> 

•m boundaries of th* Southwest Paeifle ar*a w*r* fron Lor*. 150© Boat 
along th* Equator to 1W° Bast. th*no* South.* IS* South* Pacific are* 
wa* bounded on th **et by th* Southwest Pacific ar*a snd on th* north 
by th* Equator. 

a* Pacific Oo*an hr** was mdar th* oosund of a Conner-in~Chi.f 
(CHCP0A) who had b**n dlr*ct*d, anong other tack*, to— 

(a) Protect essential s*a and air eewunioations. 

(b) Proper* for execution of **}or ambitious off*n*i^o* 
against position* held by Jspen*** initially to o* 
launched fron South Paoifio *ad Scuthweet Paeifle ar*a».* 

. .. .. • _«<* --* unahinorf 

nnarOfU. — nhr wid WtCB XJE»* OiniO* •«*»“" ~ — - — 

_— 4 - the Berth and Cantral Pacific area, toder hi* authority 

•nd ganorml dirwticn wa* th* Ccnnander South Paoifio Are* **° 

»xorci**d ooawnd of ocnblnod creed fore** fhioh w*r* at any tin* **sign- 
od to that area. Th* Cos*and*r South Paoifio Arc* wa* also Co^sndwr 

South Paoifio Force, (CdttOPACPOS). ^«*EIa 

naral forces of th* Allied natiens in the South Pacific Area. 


Th* tasks listed abor. for C1SCPQA were assigned. *°“**^* ®° d *f** d 
by that oosmnder. to COMSQPAC for execution. These Modification* wore 
specifically delineated GOKSCPAC** reepcnsibilities. 


The teaks weret 


(a) Protect the essential see and air uuneinioatlons. 

(b) prepare to launch ostphibloua offanaire* against 
positions hold by Japan.** 

-ite kv ir .r 'J oint auf ' jre Bff. y our, canwum 

July 1942 (COttHCK to CISCP1C 02*100 July 1942), 

*• Oresnisst a ;m of South Pacific Area, Leoturi by C^-t. f.H. Robbins. 
Jr.. ORB, Arwy-Iary Staff College, January i5th * 1944 * 
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Tb« Sou thro at Paoifio Area was under the oowand of a Suprasae Ccss- 
aanrfar <bo had baan directed, aaiaf cthar taaka, toi 

(a) Chack antay tdriso* toward Australia and ita aaaantial 
llaaa of eooswnioation by daatruotion of enewy ooabataut 
troop and supply ships, aircraft and baaaa In. »....•*th« 
flow Guinea, Biswarck-Solcsaon Ialand region. 

(b) Support tha oparatlona of friandly foroaa in tha Pacific 
Qom Areas and In tha Indian Bwttar, 

(o) Prapara to taka offensive.* 

Xha Supreme Ccasaandar Southwest Pacific Aran (COMSOWESPAC) had as hia 
narai rtm ~i J -" a United Statas navel officer oho was daaipmtad Coewuuader 
Southwest Pacifio Force (CCKSOMESPACFOR) and who was vested with all 
powwra ouetooarily granted to tha CcMandere-in-ChUf of Fleets. Under 
tbifc. coMandar ware all of tha naval foroaa of tha Allied nation* in tha 
Southeast Pacifio Area.** It ia of intaraat that whan task forces of tha 
Southwest Pacific Area operated outside that area, coordination with 
forces in the new operating area was to be effected by tha Jo-nt Chiefs 
of Staff or by the Combined Chiefs of Staff as appropriate.*-** 

CIWCPQA was Admiral Chanter W. linits, who on May 8th had assumed 
oevaand of all l«»d. sea and air force* in tha Pacific Ocean Aram except 
tha land defenses of law Zealand. Hi* headquarters war* at Pearl Harbor. 
CGMSQPAC was Vice Admiral Hobart L. Ohonalay, who on dune 19th had 
asaunad oamend of the South Pnoifio Ares end the South Pacific Force. 

Hia adninietratiwe headquarters wars at Auckland. Iwar Zealand} hia 

t 1 i i l_\_J A tt/Wlllltf <S^ lfei MOM 

operational wmr* mticui«a«u uu w»*u ^w***.- --- 

onAugust 1st. COMSOPAC w«a empowered to appoint co«nd*re of task 
forces in hia area. CCMSCKESPAC was General Douglas MacArthur. who had 
essvMed oomend of that area on April 16th. Hia headquarters wan* at 
Brisbane, Australia. 

Thue it 1* evident that unity of conand for Military operation* is. 
the South Pacific Area existed at this tine. CC1S0PAC was in ooaaond of 
all oparatlona within his aria. This w»a a murked improvement over the 
oontnd organiaation which had been in exiifteno® at the Battle of the 
Coral Sea just three month* earlier wherein CCKSCWSSPAC had not been in 
comiand of the naval forces operating within this area, ttaity of oownand 
for this operation wu* effected by noving the boundary between the South¬ 
west Pacific and the South Pacific areas fro* 166° K. Longitude to 1690 E, 
Longitude—a change whioh placed Thlagi, Guadalcanal and other islands 

“ * geolav Secret ilfifj AlS-SOSn 1JT42, fiacl. iAJ. 

»* Seolav Sec rut Letter (SC) >16-5(28) April 20th. 1942, page 1» 

**•* Ibid Enclosure (A). 
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•ast of IBS® g. within the South Paoifio Aroa.* Sinoe that* Islands war* 
the areas in which the Battle of Savo Island was fought, all operation, 
within these arena were under CCMSCPAC. 

Any support rendered to COM3 OP AC by CCUSCWESPAC or vio# t«r»* waa to 
oe by cooperation. 

The oomoand of combined operation* with Australian force* waa aa 
follow** If carrier unit* were involved, the *«nior Amorioan nae*’ of¬ 
ficer would be in contend because of the nature of carrier operation** 
otherwise when the naval foroe* of the two power* were operating Wither 
and no carrier operation* war* involved, the senior offioer of either 
power would be in acmnnd,** 

Such were the coonend organisation* for the Pacific, South Pacific 
•nd Southwest Paoifio areas. However, in order to understand were clearly 
the various factor* whioh culminated in the Battle of S*vo Island it ap¬ 
pear* wine at thi* time to explain the ooumand eituation which obtained In 
the South Paoifio Area with relation to it* newly assigned mission—to 
seise and occupy Santa Crus Islands, Tulag- and adjacent petitions in 
order to assist in saising and occupying the New Britain-New Traland 
Area.* This mission was designated as Task ONE, 

The Joint Chiefe of Staff directed CINCPAC to design*.' the task 
foroe oosmwmder for this task* However, CGMINCH gave CINCPAC little 
discretion in the matter, for he stated to CINCPAC, "It is assumed 
Qhormley will be amde task force commander at least for Task ONE which he 
should oomaand in person in the operating area." He stated in the same 
Ji_i.h AV* m e ns em i4mw t.«v run? "should also have a conference 

UAipil VVU b*«av Mi*w --- ^ _ , A J 

with Mao Arthur."* As a eonsequenoe CINCPAC on July »tn oeexgna^wu 
COMSOPACFOR aa the Task Pore# Coasaander for Task ONE and directed him to 
exercise strategic oosuand in person in the operating area which was 
interpreted to be initially the law Caledonia-New Hebrides Are*. CINCPAC 
at Pearl Harbor retained over-all command.*** 

The Jotat Chiefs of Staff directed that direct coowend of the tac¬ 
tical operations of the Amphibious Forces was to remain with th# naval 
task force colander* that COUSCWESPAC was to support the operations of 
Tksk ONE by providing for the interdiction of ena^y air and naval activ¬ 
ities westward of the operating area, which was evidently interpreted as 
westward of the South Paoifio Area* and that CQMSCME3PAC was to attach the 
necessary naval reinforcaments and land-based air support.* CDfCPAC ad¬ 
vised <XHSOPACFCR that as a consequence, COKSCNfKSPAC was making available 


* Joint directive, fl.Sf. ‘Jof^T^U/s of Staff, War EKrjTcSBSRcFoS 
July 1942, (COMINCH to CINCPAC, 022100 July 1942). 

** War Diary CINCPAC, April 16th, 1942. 

**• Letter of Instructions CINCPAC, Serial 0151W July 9th, 1942. 
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certain surface and air forces and authorised COMS(3PACFOR. to »p?■*•/ di*« 
reotly to CCM3CWSSPAC for any additional forces required, 


In accordance with his designation as CoasmandsT for i'-ta.’c OHi,, COMEit- 
PACPOR issued an Operation Plan wherein he fonaed two tea ak foro^e to ca rry 
out his Mission. One of these task forces h© design* tod as TF 61 „ the 
Expeditionary Foroej the other as TF S3, the Shore Based iiMi #f1 1 tF 6J. 
was oomposed of three lesser task forces; one, the Air Support, Porous oca- 
sisting of three Pacific Fleet carrier task forces* TFs 11, Id <tnd 18; 
one, the naval forces transferred by COMSWSSPAC for this operation ®»d 
termed TF 44; nr.d one, the South Paoitie Amphibious Force, TF 62, TF 63 
was composed of all land-based and tender-based aircraft attached to the 
South Pacific Force, and of the aircraft temporarily atttohed end basing 
on islands in the South Paoific Area, Ha d«>» XyimUic'l Vice Admiral Frank 
Jack Fletoher,, USH, CTF 11, who was cos lamn&or of the Paoific Fleet Strik¬ 
ing Force, c> foroe consisting antirely of eerrier task fore as „ as <JIF 61 
and Rear Admiral John Sidney Mofcki m CW 63, He directed that; ccordiaa- 
tion between these two forces wws tc be through coloration, although he 
directed CTF 63 to supply aircraft «>,;pport to C W S3 ?m call,** 

CTF 61 then issued an Operation Plan m which he signed command of 
the Air Support Force (81 # jl) to CTF 18 as CTC «1*1 An the WASP, and ecsmemd 
of the Amphibious Foroe (61*2) to th® Commander South Pacific Amphibious 
Foroe, CTF 62 in the KCCAWUff. H® retained o«awMid of TF 11 which for 
this operation beoam TO 61„l»l mid continued to fly hi* ia ^ 

SARATOGA. TCI 61.2 was composed of the follcwiag* TF 62; three heavy 
cruisers, oa« light cruiser »t’i nix: dle/tfcroyers frea 'he Siuuth Pacific 
Command; and TF 44 less one heavy oruis,»;*„*** '"TG 61*2 thereafter «®pleyed 
the designs,tioa CLP 62 and orgeoduedt hi# co»as.ad accordingly* 

This' designation of CTF 11 a* teh® Ccanttodwr Expeditionary Virtu* with 
the title CAT 61 «■« * «e««#sary requirement for this operation* This was 
beosuse CTF bl wae the only combat trained oar km task AH'rue Gommmlv? 
within the command, and it was felt that it wa* a ora important to retain 
him within the carriers than to give hi* freedom of net Inn to go where h» 
desired. Thins kept him far a.way from the of Action, 

In this connection,, experieoo® Sons shown, that it. i» generally vimv 
for the Cupreous Tact\eal Ccwrw^.^.der to place himself within the amphibious 
forces during landing operations end within the cowering force if action 
witn oneway surface forces ia iemitasat* ‘Bits enable® him to keep himr*»lf 
continuously informed, of the constantly changing situation and peraic# 
hia\ to employ his o onu» T <n lout ten* freely once contact with the enemy hut 
been made. This the pniotle* in later operation# «u> s an OKIXAW. 
where the fleet o<xrattt?Ti.der va# in ona of tha older orviaera. He was thue 




*>* C0M3OPACP0R (Jporatl.cn Plan 1-42 Serial 0017, Jvly 10th, 1942 , 
**+ CTF 61 Operation Order 1-42,, July 28uh, 1S42* 




18 - 




.fel. to non ft»lj to tho iHMitlom of par-aunt 1»W 

k ,r«Lbly makvtae th. .twos*b of th. fore to «>ioh »» »" “* lr * U * 

assigned" 

It .til b. »M fror. th. .bom th.t CW 61 wj. jl.o0«.U •• 

—11 .* C—n*s<- Strlklnc ?<»'=»• f toifl, Fl»«t «nd <•» “< 

,, 1 ,, c? 0 61.8 and that mny <»* ^ oth * r 00ft ** x ' <i * rs 

3^-Uon. «.t“f «hlch fcod K> oonn-tloh with th. ...ip»d apm- 

confusing to th* oomendars conoemid, a» w#U *■ to t^a eubordin* 
co«&*nd*rs throughout whstswer aotaelan. 

fb'i IKPOWATI0I AVAILABLE TO ALL IED CCW MAlDgB 

CQMSftPAC **ali»d from indication* that the Jxpanao* war* pi«»nin« 
to extend. to the Stouth and Southeast, tha control than held on »o«t ol the 
T«r QuiaM-Wtm Britftin-JJorthorn Solomon* Area, and were therefore con- 
®olld&t}jag and improving their position* th«r*..*® 

H# to«er the location of *>.t, if not all. of the ***** 
aad iMPlui too. to the theater of operation* and .*** a*£y 
auKM tofenatlon tx* their e-ployaant. He toee that the were 

<m-«loping three airfield*, one at Lung* Point. Guadalcanal Island; one 

Kiata, Bougainville Island, and me at Buka * gikate*Bay, 

further knew that tha 'Japanese b**ad seaplane, at^ilirislend; 
Santa Isabel island; Feiai, Shortly lalanda, Ktoto. Boueatovilla 
Gi*o Island; lulagi Harbor. Florida la^snd; and Buk* Passags. 

Ha baiiawd that all three airfield* were in satleraetory operating 

... a •*.*■ jc . A- _ *.* M»Ur ttoia taoa1y1.dc «DU 

HM ixm* v-w |Ni»Ma VWM ..f - .- 

M^toasnt*** totally th® Buk* airfield in en aenranoea -«*~ £ £~ 
struStion. batoK c«ple+.*d on August 8th, th* oonetruotion of the Eieta 
airfield had been stepped, ?r*aw*bly in July, and the airfier K« 

Point was w»ll ndraoead, being cossplotad on August otn. 

H* baliered that there vara four beery cruisers of Cruiear Division 

i and'thru. Ushfc «uU.r» of Cnilnr Dl.Llou 16 

!*,« tfci. W» oorr.ct. Hr”*” » . >rv onli ,. r th. 

light cruiser* tfeere**”*tha addition*.— cruiser we ge 

CHOKAI. 

' ^‘Ta»TFwr T^. si ^ r 

i; tb. tW to toMdon Eiohard W, Batoa.. U8S(Rat;. Haad of Dept, of 

Analysis, Haeal 'lar College co. June let. 1949. Oceratiw- 

•e caw serial 001? July 16th. 1942 App^jJ 11 ^ Jf 62 
Plan A5.48~llw.0010 An,*x EAST. July 30th. 1942 Pjrt (1). w 
*** CIKICI^C Barial 016 W to COMSOPAC. July °to 

Ixfosnmtlm on Koeray Foroos end Positions iu 30HKSPAC A up 

July IGth. 1942® 
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H* bellowed that there were thirteen destroyers of 'KSHO' n SU *ra 
THIflTT-FOOK in ths area.* This wn* partially correct in that t >**« «*‘* 
tight rathar than thirteen deetrcyers* i_l *i^»t destroyers war® fron * 
pep SIX and all appear to hawe b*-wn. ?»«sigjned to escort duty. 

Ha bwlleTed that there car* about fifteen submarine* intha blenarck- 
laa fluinaa-Solcaaona Area.* Biia hm aarkediy incorrect as that* war* 
tan so&earines in tL- entire 3o«th Sena Area *t the tla» of *****”?" 

Cf these, but two. froa SSKittfe' SEVEI. appear to haw© been in the bis®*rek- 

favr Oy,inea-Soioao«i Areas 

He kuew quite correctly that there* ware two AV’s and thrse or four 
XXV* s in the MabeuI ar©* s 

Ha knew th-t the Japanese air strength in the Binmrek-Hew 
Solo mnm Ar.o ... .bout .lrt)r YT. .1*© '9 »ndthirty W P-«« ~ 
of z.50 m July SOtk, ■:.» Shis jstinate, at ..east ior August 6th, was 
£< SoTliS/*« perhaps in part to lo.se. a^f.red frow All lad air strike, 
on Habeul Si on operational losses. Actually there were present, on August 
6th ebect forty-eight YF, forty-sight VB and fifteen V?. He 
about eight of the aitcre filters, equipped with pontoons 
eud about wn to tu cf the patrol planes ware operating in the Jf*** 5 
area.** Eif astiisrof the pianos in the Tulagi area was reasonably cor¬ 
rect. 

He reaiiwA that the Japanese capability of striking with 
air power at Allied Forces in th© <*>adaloanal Art*** was real *»d that attacks 

could ha aspeoted.* 

He tow* that the strength of striking forces which the Ja,>«u»*e 
eciKid b: »g to bear agatrst hie operation* in the Outdaloanal-Tulagi Area 
ZftZ greatly decreased by the dspenes. los... duHn, the Battleof ■the 

. _ . ai . n.AAi . _ •» mi A.. v he realises that chore 

viores awa u«e: «m» »«*•*» u * 

could well be still strong Japanese forces in or aw*~ tw area* 

He was an..’* of the air strong' h in the Mareholl-Silbert Islsndu Area 
and ir Hi/ J-uk-Ponape Island Area, and the J .panes© capability resulting 
tharefrea, of quick relnfortoaent of the Biw^arok-Ie? GuiBea-solowon* 
Area,**** It erea^seted that s reinforcement was not acooapUshad un¬ 
til sfter the Battle of Satfo Island* 


-* flW #2 Serial otfld.'llanex' THT 

para. (o). 

** Ibid para. td). 

*♦* CISCP1C Serial 0151>T to CCHSCS'AC. July 9th, 19X2. pern, 2* 

*•*« CDlfcPAC Serial 01J1W to COBOTAC, July 9th, 1842. Lsferance C . 
Xx^ onMl tion on Xttavy Foroas snd Positionn in Area up to 


July 10th, 1842. 
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R* ml'iid that da.pit. thf. Midway and Coral • d “ t * 

«r*WUW «ut.d ^ ...rob.. 

ow-rior-t*;.- *ir .i-ruTEr... Ufa™ th.y unld 

wcra th*/afora dasi^iad to *, „ . i.-tter eonoapt cams to hart* 

consid^rntin* in all of tha planning in th* 
baen tha gvaata aa»i£ and SOrtESTAC and in tha dtploywmt of 

conduct of saarohas in boJi t«ak groups within tiw 

forcas. Actually tfeara a«ra d baachhaads had baan reasonably 

«raa and a^na appears until tha A-iliaa ia«ona*«*» 

mil fc©cured, 

FlM n y . biU.tk.t th. .TUtUi* Jf™™" ”*25i , in45SS* 

. . L tu„f«,M f.lt th»t nrjflM «■ taprotohl.." 

%zrz'ir^r:^7 ^«- *»*• «. - 

aehiswe aurpris®. 

(o' /LLI£D 'LWfD MV TCTBER-MggD AIRCRAFT 
(1) South pacific (SOPAC) 

The land and tandar-basad aircraft in the South /"Vf l ftr 

boon organised as has baea P° l ^« d °/c(MAIHSOFAC) Tha units of this 
Adsiral John Sidaay U.H. <^^AC). g( Th. b .„„ th. 

r.:«tr.r,« s «i° x*** *”*- uvir - 

Marina Corps, and Royal H*r Zaaland Air Foroa units. 

. . __J .,-4.*^ im it* wsj dividadt As 

r.*>r* tulnin* in 

rs: isr* 

w flanarai Millard F. Barwm, S.S. Amy Kir uorpa «» j « , 

«. ourp-a with th. trwinih* of ’ 

T^.^:Z7\77Zr^7L7J^ ^ — —• 

id thl« pl.-i.J tU. und.r . B.S. Mttf of’-.o'r In «r.ry ..... 

_ ,, , of all SOPAC tf,lro;raft IVr tha support of tha 

Tha tactual *£«««• or all aurn, jUand w«r« 

Uiw «.phlblou. off«.ir. titl. ... 0«- 

iA„.t ih-Ur th. ,^Tlw“°“.lf .f the .del., of 

windowing to tto wtto W««. - 0 “* 0 ' m °" 


^irTf m.Fi%rTOT57r'^jy. «3W®- Jui iS<2 , * ioh w P „t 

©a COtfSOPAC-COMSCWKSPAC Joint Dispatch 06)017. July « , 

Pou.’ ->f Dispatch 081012. July 1S42* 
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©f the air organisation, allowed the latter a certain Mount of opera¬ 
tional discretion. 

table 2 shove a tabulation (by mailers and locations) of tha plena* 
available to C3F 63 on Ategunt 8th - tha day prior to tha initial Anerioan 
landing* in tha Solomons, and tha day that tha Allied Expeditionary Force 
approached within range of tha J?paj<e«* lumdhaeed a trot aft. Of all tha 
planes listed in Stefcl© 1, ini only one a suitable for search and attack 
missions war and beyond tlka objective ere® vara the Army B-17a and tha 
Mary PFf-S*. The limiting ranges of tha ether aircraft raatrioted their 
roles to defense of be.*©*, air coverage for surface units within range of 
those bases, and routine anti-subnerice patrols. For this reason these 
airoraft did not participate in operations directi y involved in the Battle 
of 3 sto Island, and sre dropped from fW'ther discussion. 

In tha Solomon* offensive,, the B-17 was tha better search plane 
over Jap anas*" held positions in tha islands where enemy fighters night be 
encountered. The 0-17 had * spued advantage over the P3Y-5 — 30 knots 
faster orulsing and 45 knrts faster maximum speed. The B-17 had better 
combat q*mlities ae a result of ite self-sealing tanka and its 8 flexible 
60-oelibre gun migrate. A? a boaster, the B-17 was of fee tire only to about 
800 nileo radius. This short range made it necoasary to operate it from 
tha furthest advanced airfield,, and placed an urgency upon OTP 63 to 
cccqplst* tha airfield at Espiritu Santo by August 1st. 

The PK-S was better suited to cover the wide ocean areas through 
which Japanese surface units could approach the torget area, and in which 
Japanese fighV rs wore aet likely tc be euoounterad. The advantage of th# 
PBT'-6 ov»r the 3-17 in th*.e« areas was due to its greeter range » in the 
ratio of S&X) miles to 2000 aides for economical cruising, und in the 
ratio of 800 Mile* to 500 aJle.i radius as a bomber. « 

X IfW -- U +■'*,£. «> MA fk WAitewe fk« A <n> 

wv bu miti a "V awiivc vtw r ww* » v^uAy^eu ** «*»• * wvms* e w* v**w mnw 

models but little advantage was gained from these early radars other than 
navigational assistance. These radars provided a search bean of about 15 
degrees spread normal to the line of flight on both sides of the plane, 
designed to be effective to about 25 stiles range. A homing beam was also 
provided, ohead of th«j plena to an effective range of about 15 niles. 

Slice tha pilot® did uot oonsidor the lateral search beams reliable but 
placed their faith in the bowing beam ahead, these early radars provided 
little more than the equivalent of the reliable limits of htman vision in 
clear weather. Th*jy did, however, oake it possible to conduct night 
sor.iches in ei^ur ■weather as effectively as day visual searches. 3inoe 
rein squall*, shored up ov the rxdar scopes much liVe "sea return*, these 
redars were about 50> effective in bad weather, day or night.** Their 


** Tactical use of Radar in Aircraft, Radar Bullatin !lo, 2., COMIECH 
July 29th. 1942. 
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chief value to pilots wms derived frow their ability to pick up land at 
about sixty mil** at sea, depending upon the altitude of th* terrain, and 
assisted groatly in fixing tholr navigational position** 

Tho total of thirty-two B-17* in tha South Pacific Area on August 8th 
wore asaignod to tho four squadrons (tho Twsnty-Sixth, Forty-Second, Hinety- 
Blghth and Four Hundred and Thirty-Firat Bombardment Squadraaa) of tho 
BLBVWTH Bombardment Group.* Tho ELEVENTH Bombardment Group had been form- 
ed in Hawaii in mid-July and dealgnated aa tho Mobile air Foroe, Faclflo 
Ocean Aroa* Aa such, ita diapoaitlon anywhere within the Pacific Ocean 
Area rooted with tha discretion of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who deten- 
wined upon ita employment In the South Paolflo Area in mxpport of tho 
Allied offensive in the Solomons.** 

The disposition of these aircraft on August 6th (Table 1) was the 
deployment ordered for Task ONI in the Solomons by C?F 63 Operation Order 
1-42 as followst five B-17a of the Twenty-Sixth Bombardment 3<piadron at 
State and fixe B-17a of the Hinety-Bighth Bombardment Squadroa at Bspirltu 
Santot ten B-17s of the Forty-Second Bombardment Squadron on lew Caledonia 
at Kcomao and Plaines Des daiaea airfields! and a reserve of twelve B-17s 
of the Four Hundred and Thirty-First Squadron at Handi, Fiji*. This dis¬ 
position was not hard and fast, and heterogsn ous groupings of planes re¬ 
sulted from the rotation forward of reserve aircraft ae replaoms an tt. for 
damaged end lost B-17», snd the flexibility with whioh airfields oould be 
employed in ease of bed weather r emergencies. 

The twenty-eight PBY-6s in the South Pacific ware disposed on August 
6th (Table 1) as followst six planes shore-based at Handi, Fljis; four 
»t~i ... . shcr* based at Hswnneh Harbor efttst two planes shore—based at 
lie Hou, Houmea; ten planes based on the tender CUHfXsS in Segond Channel, 
Bspirltu Sarto: and six plsnes based on the MoFARLAXD at Graolosa Bay, 
Bdeni. The aircraft tender, MACKINAC was sn routs en August 8th from 
Hvitals to Maramasike Bstuary to establish an advanced seaplane base te 
whioh nine PBY-5* would be moved up on August 7th* 

(2) Southwest Paolflo (SOJTBSPAC) 

The land-based aircraft in the Southwest Paeifls Arse inoluded units 
of both the U.S. Army Air Corps and the Royal Australian Air Foroe. This 
combined organisation was oalled Allied Air Foroes, Southwest Paolflo* Ita 
headquarters were in Brisbene, Australia, in the sane building as tha head¬ 
quarters of the Supreme Comsmnder, Southwest Paolflo. Major General George 
C. Kenny, Air Corps, U.S. Army assumed oommend of the Allied Air Foroes on 
August 4th - only three days before the Allied amphibious landings in th# 
Solomons.*** 


wrVi:W» 


ffAff W a r T5Iar y, July ^4 2 " also O. Army in WrlTWFUr 


Ouadaloanal th* First Offensive. 


** U.S. Army In World War II, Guadalcanal the First Offsnaive, page 
*** Army Air Foroes In th* War Against Japan 1941—1942, peg* 134. 
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Thi* sir oomiud «u divided into four sub-area cammn4*, but only 
thc.^Uof th. AUl.d Ur F.ro«. Fort!, Ar.. 1th £**<*£«•. 

.t Toaorlll*. Au.t™U.,. "f tarolrod in op.rdtloo. la «.» 0uto.. o»d 
1 b the Bisaarek* designed to chock th* advance of the Japanese. 


The 19th Boabardsent Group, based at ToeneYillo hsdbeerv 
„ a Mobile Air Force in July - * Southwest Pacific counterpart to ithe 
11th Boabardiwnt Group in the Pacific Ocr.an Area. Th*** 

Forces in the Paoific Theater were disposed on August 6th against the 
J^.^.^tiT.outh of th. Equmtor. th. IMh Group, 1th .ppro*to.t.ly 
.trhngth .» th. Uth Group to SOPAC but with r.r.ly aor. thm 
Mr B-17. lfoo-.i..io„,.. ». th. ohl.f oft».lr. ««pon *f*‘°** 

Jtpm" b... ft B»b.ul. Hi. .tt«ok group. .uff.r.d w .ttrition r»tc 

over Rabaul of about 20% per Month.*** 

to ordor to r..oh Rabaul 1th B-lt. fro- 
Bait.ru Arm had to .tag. through th. .dr«,o.o .lr b«. .** 

Hi. bonbar. uiually aroid.d Japan... «ir att.olc. on Port hor..by by ar 
itiSTSUr dmic/md priming for th. nmt djy'. »U.i«, durtog th. 
nirht They took off in the early aoming for Rabaul. and to 11 ™* * 
ro^'al^ thTH- <totom ooa.t for 40 or 50 11.. to f.^ -uff oloot 
altitude to cross the Owen Stanley Mountain range at approxiaately 7000 
feet. They discovered in these operations that the equatorial weather 
frequently proved to be as dangerous as enesay fighters. 

Cowinder Horth Eastern Area had pushed the construction of “ ddi ~ 
tional fields in the vicinity of Port Moresby in order to obtain dispersal 
of hit boob.ro and to baa. d.f.ndlu* fightar. to th. lotoity to wd off 
JwmH , air attaoka. By Augu.t 6th. h. na ahia to b... hi. »* l 7* ** 
pJrt Moresby, undsr the protective cover of about forty P-3S»s of the 35th 

Pursuit Group. 

He had also pushed the construction of the Fall River fioia ai nitn* 
bay lew Guinea. P ftiis field would not take heavy boabers but was useful 
for* reoonnai..toC« piano., tt. Angnat 6th. h. i«d. d.t.oMntof ftoa 
Hudsons fro* the 32nd General Reconnaissance Squadron of th * Roy *L,. 
Au.tr.lian Air Porn, to th. P.ll Ri«r ftold fro. Port hor..by^ Thin dm 
taohaent was to reoonnoiter the northwestern Solemons thereafter. 

He provided for the air defense of Fall Rivar by basing there the 7 5th «id TSth 
R.A.A.F. Fighter Squadrons equipped with P-40 aircraft. 

-a Headquarters, illied Air Forces - Operaticne-InstruoUcn Bv. Iil,~ 

*• Aw Air^Foroes * in the War Against Japan 1941-1942. Png* 124* 

**• Sr Atr Foreee in World War II. Plans and Early Oparations. *°te 
27. page 723. 

***** Lettar^froa^MaJ'or-Genaral Harry J. Maloney, HUt0ri ° ftl 

Division to President laval War College. October 11th. 1948. 
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Othr .ir .roup. 1= th. Sorth An,* 

(iroup (17 B-26c), and th# 22nd EowfcarAwmt Group (about 64 B~2«s 
but^nly 26 plw** available). Sino# t h#a# g roup* w#r# 

range attack -i.sien. incident to th# SCWESPAC cpenation. and did not oon 
tribute directly to th# rapport of th# SCPAC offensive operation., thoy 
will receive no furthar attention.* 

(d) ALLIED SEARCH A MD RESC»n>*XS3AMCB 

(1) South Pacific* (SOPAC) 

CTP '53 planned th# Allied eearchae froei South. Pacific to djteot 

lnt.rf.rmo. In th.t portion of th. Oor.13.. * hl °* i***"**"' 
LotrltnS 168° 8«.t. H. d..lp>.d til. .ir .mroh»i to oor.r Both th. A1U.A 
opwotion. within th. Tnl.(i-Oi«dalo*n.l hr., md th. ^ppro.oh.. 

thor.to fro. th. northmrd .. f.r o. th. rnp of hi. .mroh »!™£ft 
mold p«wlt. A primr j obJwtlT. of th... .ir ‘“"h.."«t.» d.t .0 
tion of m J.p«n... .irrlir .trlkln* croup whloh night mtor th. South 
Paoifio fro* the direction of Truk or the Marahall Islands. * 

In order to extend the range of hi. .#«roh#» to th* north a. th# 

Allied Expeditionary Force »oved forward to ita objective, he deploy* 
aeaplanetenders progressively forward to establish 

for hie seaplane.. Thi. deployment oon*i.t#d of ■oring the CURTISS with 
two patrol plane, of VP-23 frou I«wk to Segond Channel. Eapiritu Santo, 
where .earch operation, were eo**eao#d on lugujt bthj thtn o, adrwoing 
the MC V ARLAND with seven patrol planet (five PBT-6. of VP-XI an 
VP-14) fro* Mewses to Grade.a Bay. Mdeni, where .earoh operation, were 
ooamenccd on August Sth, end finally, after the_lan^n£^TUlegi^end^ 

A.. A.U...1 n f *ifvinttinr th# MAC&la&C ir« —• --— - - * ' 

Mala ita Island. Tho MACKIAAC provided CTP 63 with a 
southern Solanona a. far north a. Tula*!. Search-«• < 
fro* Marmsike Eetuary cm August 6th, aaploying th# nine reweiniag patrol 
plane, of VP-23 (one of the original ten had been lost J ku ^l r lT^ i * 

Ld been operating fro* the CURTISS in Eapiritu Santo. The CUR-ISS, •in 
tv n received two patrol planee advanced fro* Havanneh Harbor. Bfate. end 
placid in ooami.si^ one plane of VP-U which had bean undergoing repair* 
iu th* CURTISS, and thereafter support-ad three search plan*.. 

CTP 63 had deployed hie seaplane tenders in euoh aanner that th* 
rear-acat one, the CURT £88, wr# anchored at Eapiritu Santo h * B *®* 

advanced airfield was located. The CURTISS served a* .centrally located 

onenand canter for Task Force 63. It P™^<L h ~ aqU *f?f‘ cmTlZ s~r«h 
CCMGSHSOPAC, the 11th Bomb ardent Jroup (CTG 63.2), and the uJR ■ 
detachment (CTG 63.3). It aleo eerved a. * ooB*aa.<ioation# ship for -he 
air operation!? of the field at Bspiritu Santo. 


" <nS rwy "nFTorco»r , ‘ln Wo"rTd war II - l^TaSTr and Marly OperaFTonsT P*B** 
478 , 479, tm. 

*• CTF 61 Dispatch 29066?, July 1942. 
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GIF 43*• land-based iMurohAi w*re flown by it«*plan«s baaed ashore at 
Vnndl, FIJI, and by B-17s located at the airfield* of Kepiritu Santo, 
Kfate, and Zoumo (lew Caledonia). The B-17s were alloyed in Sector* I 
and II, As ean be seen from Diagrww "B*, "C", and *D" the** sector* #x- 
t, lid ov*r the southern Kolcwens where Japanese filter aircraft were to 
be expected. CTF 68*s saq>lqyment of the B-17* over the islands end the 
PBT-6* over the open ocean exploited the advantaged of aach type, as 
analysed in the previous section. 

On August 6th, the day before the Alllad Expeditionary Force reached 
the Tulagi-Guadalcanal target area, GIF 63 conducted the searches shorn on 
Di*gra*"B", At sunrise, planes took off to search to the following 
ranges i Sector II, 760 miles from Bsplritu Santo j Sector IV, 630 idles 
frost Kfatet Sector VI, 700 miles fro* Mandi. Sector I, the range of which 
was to be 800 miles from Koumao, wa* not nearohed, probably because of bed 
weather. All other sectors were reported searched with negative results, 1 * 


At about noon, August 6th additional patrol planes took off to search 
goo ter III to 700 miles range from Kapiritu Santo and Sector V to a rang* 
of 660 miles from Hdsmi. CTF 63 was complying with the request of CTF 61 
that the plena* sear c hing Sectors III and V on August 6th arrive at the 
outer limit of search at sunset, and searoh the return leg by radar.** 
Thee* searches were so timed as to prevent the possibility of J^ansse 
striking groups approaching undetected from Truk to the outer limits of 
Sector V, or from the Iters 1mlIs to ths outer limit of Seotor III by sunnat 
August 6th, from which positions they could advsnee during darkness to 
la unc h an air attack on the Alliod Amphibious Force just as it reaohed its 
objective et sunrise an August 7th, 


The searches in Sectors III end V were reported searched with negative 

* a « xl jt_a _ax ^ wmm «rAjt*4we^ ff»n« fhs> A« 1 A 

rfiuitSa vavh i*a m m»«|ivawi «»** v --—~ r- 

searching the western-most subsector of Sector III, which plane felled to 
return, 


The basic problem of the Solomon* offensive as visual iced and an- 
nunc la tad by CC6B0PAC was: "the protection of surface ships against land- 
based aircraft during the approach, the landing attack and th* unloading" 
at the target are*.**•• He bad asvl^ed to CTF 83 th* taeki "cover th* 
appro*oh to, and operations within th# Me{i-&i*dftlo«»l Area by search, 
Execute air attack* on enemy objective* as arranged with Cowsaander Expedi¬ 
tionary Fore# (CTF 61), Render aircraft support on call*,***** Con¬ 
sequently, CjF 63** searches quit* properly were made to support CTF 61, 
and to permit th* concur rant, employment of 8ovth Pacific aircraft for 


— rwxrm *y tw «s Wet TOcrrwr - 

*• CTF 61 Dispatch 290867, July 1942, 

•** Iter Diary CTF 63, August 6th, 1942. 

**«* CGK3CPACFCS Dispatch 112000, July 1942 addressed to CIMIHCH, CIHCPAC 


and ocmamsspAU. 

***** CGHSOPAC Operation Plan lo. 


1-42, July 16th, 1942. 
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attack scissions against the Japanese. With this double • upport role, 

CTF 63 conducted but on* search of hie sectors daily. 

Cl? 8&*s searches were not fully affective in providing the pioteo- 
tion to the gxpeditionary Fore* which COCMPACPC* coneidered eo parww«nt u 
®nd the cooperation of S0H5SPAC land-based «ir unite *»i necessary. For 
this reason the Joint Chiefs oi Staff had directed that CGK3GMSSPAC would 
interdict enwqr air and naval activities westward of the operating area, 
and CUCPAC had authorised CGMSCPACFOa to discuss sjoh operations* di¬ 
rectly with CdSOKSSPAC« As a consequence, CCMSOPACFOR direotod GTF 63 
to wake the arraagwaaots with COMSOrfKSPAC relative to the coordination of 
aircraft scouting.** 

(2) Southwest f'aoific (SCWE3PAC) 

3QW 8S FAC seei-rh eud reconnaissance wiesions conducted in the Worth 
Eastern Area prior to August 5th were t" 1 flown frow Port Moresby, the 
searches covered the approaches to Milnw Bey and to &ik*. The reoonnais- 
aanoe else ion* took in the Japanese installations at Lac, lew Ouinea, and 
those arouud lew feitein and Mew Ireland. Theee search end reoonaalasanew 
flights wjre chiefly in support of the operations of 3CWEHPAC forces in 
Bew Guinea**** Contender Allied Air Forces, Worth Eastern Ares had con¬ 
ducted but ono reconnaissance flight in the Solowons during this pritr 
period « he recoonoitered the Tulagi-Qua dal canal Area on August 1st,*** 
the day the Allied Expeditionary Force departed frow the Fi^i Islands. 

It was on August 6th that 80&3SPAC air unite began their c F « 

to support the South Pacific offensive* CCMSCHKSPAC had previov 
ranged with CCMSOPACFOfl that his air foroes in the Berth Eastern Area 
would coordinate thsir operations to assist tho of£* c * i, * in 
Pacific b s ' searches oogweing on August 6th vS-2 t 
through August 11th (l>»4 Hay)! SOWSSPAC searches would extend to the 
Units of range of the aircraft swployed. They would cover the waiter 
areas which ley to the southeast of a limiting line drawn frow Madang 
(lew Guinea) to the Kapingaoarangl Islands and northwest of another liwiv* 
lag line extending frow Tagu.is Island to the easternmost point of Mew 
Georgia. The eastern liwit of his searohe* wee the 168th meridian of 
East Longitude, extending northward fros* Sew Georgia. Sowasnoing on 
August 6 th, SCJS^SSPAC aircraft were prohibited frow operating east of 
168°-15’(E) bettseen the Equator end latitude 16°(S) unless wiesions were 
requested by COMSOPACPC®. ***• 


•—« CTJWHfl' 'HrTo'riSrETSctTctxi IS^TJerSaT 

QlSiW, page 3. 

•* C0K30PAS Operation Plan Mo. 1-42, July 16th, 1942. 

**• Allied Air Forces, Southwest Pacific, Hecoar^issanoC Reports for 
August 1st - August 6th, 1942, in-?- xsive* 

**** CCCSS0ME3PAC Dispatch 191034, July 1942. 
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By r*f«rring to Diagram *B*„ it oan be seen that the ara* of SCWS3PAS 
air searches covered tha Bimarok and Solomon Swaa and the Paoific Ooaan 
approaches to theaa writers. CTMSOTRSPAC gave Instruction* that tha en¬ 
trances to tha Coral See, from tha north end fro* tha east, wara to ba 
given particular attention by hia search planes. 

Vba aaatarn limit of SOMSSEAC searches «• determined by mutual 
agreement Utmra CflMBGPACyOft and CGMSOKBSPAC. CTF 63 had suggested to 
CCKSOPlCPtlB that SOBHESPAS aircraft ba requested to search meat of 168® 

£aat longitude.* It ia prestaaed that CTK S3 prafarrad to extend hia cam 
baarchaa at- far ae possible to support tha operations of the Allied Ex¬ 
peditionary Force, sinoa ha had bean charged by COISCPACFOR with tha 
responsibility cf providing {and arranging with SOVBSPAC) for adequate 
coverage. Certainly ha could ba more aasured of reoelving contact reports 
t ram pliaes under hia can control than from S(MB8FAC planaa which ware 
merely cooperating. Cff 6$ informed CGMSOPAC that hia own aaamkaa wara 
disposed to iaolata tha Coral Sea east of Longltudj 168°(R),* and that 
f C r. ixicraasad effectiveness hia aaarohaa overlapped that meridia n to tha 
westward by an average of 120 miles.* COMSGPACFOR informed Ct*®«8SPAC 
rf CTP 63*a plans for air searched and suggested tha aaatarn limit of 
168° Ftfft for SCinSSPAC searches.** COKSCWRSPAC concurred in this auggea- 
ticn.*** "ihe reason for his acquiescence to tha penetration of tha 
Southwest Pacific Area (tha eastern boundary of which ms 16§ last 
Longitude) seams to have beass. revealed in his dispatch to C0M80PAC a 
weak earlier, wherein he had pointed out that* *all available aviation 
in this area is subject to actual limitations of range.«.."**•* 


Cfci August 6th, five hudsens of the R^A.A.P. 32nd General Heconnaia** 
aancc Squadron, b*aed at Port Moresby, reoonnoitered Mika, ffiete and 
Bougainville Strait, and then returned to base thereafter on the reoently 
oinstructed field pt fall River in Milne B^y.***** On succeeding days, 

.... « » ... —-i. — MAvfhewm fl ~>1 nam rvn r Mfi 

tbo ttuoiotti iMroneo «r mv. — 

i*ar south as the easternmost tip of law Georgia Island, which area *» 
referred to as Mmcosmai seance Area B. 


Cam 2 or.der Allied Air Forces, lorth Bastera Area, also initiated 
Reconnaissance Areas C B D, and 8 on August 5th. Mach of these areas wera 
searched on August 6th and subsequent days by one S-17 (or one LB-30, 
an armed air transport version of the 3-24) operating from Port Mereaby***** 
tha geographic boundaries of these •oomnaisaaaoe area* arc not knows 
definitely, but by platting the time and position of caoh contact reported, 
it has br*cm poaeiole to approximate the tiaoics of the searching planes on 
Diagrams "B", a C", and "B". Reconnaissance Area -3 appear* to have 


l94*reddreeeea io 

CO£SOPAC, ___ 

** CCtfJOPAjC Dispatch 220260, July 1942, addressed to C&S8QBRSPAC. 
**» COMBORUSDAC Diap&hoh 260966, July 1842, addressed to CCWSOPAC. 
*•** CGMS0Rjft3P&C Dispetoh 191034, Julj 1942, addressed to CCIffiOPAC. 
***** Allied Air Faroes, Southwest Hioi 4 ic, Rononnaissanoe daport for 
August 6th, 1942. 
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extended fro» ViUes Strait along the south coast of M«w p«t 

St Georre's Channel to th* Iulvada, thenoo on the rexuru it included 

Sien Inland and th* Solonon Sea. Reconnais.ance Aron D conformed *p- 
proxinately to the line between Madang «nd the Kapingamrangi 1 *i^d« an 
iZ across the western po.ticn of the Biawarck See in e north-aonth dire- 
tioa. Reeonnaiasano* Are* K w*3 • photographic coverage of th* porta ot 
Rabaul and Kavieng end « ae*roh of th* aea *r**a enroute. 

COMSOWSSPAC 1 a search *nd reoonnaiaaano* op*r*tion§ wer* auperi^poaed 
upon hife offensive air ettack uiasions in aupport of the 30PAv. f ° r *®** 
ilia air offensive wa* dir*ot«d. ooasaenoing on D-D*y, primarily at inter¬ 
dicting Japanese air operationa in the Rabaul Area, denying refueling of 
Jlenea at Buka enroute to Tulagi, and mothering the Japanese 
;?,1£Er bS* «t U. «d Ul*mm by p.riodio «tt«ka In ord.r t. p»- 
vent it fret* reinforcing the Japanese air strength at Rabaul. 

CGUSOIVKSFAC had directed hi* aircraft to be prepared to **** ik ® 
hostile nav»l target* discovered in the Sorth Saatern Ar**»* ***** dl £ 0 " 
ire -to be prepared to strike" (rather than to strike ) “ Ta *** r g!' 
ie of significance in thia atudy, since it ao happened Inter tnat. the 
Japanoaa Cruiser Force (which attacked the Alli®<* Force* at 
passed with impunity southward through the Soloaons on Augua 
northward thr^gh the Selowons on August 9th, within a 600 *il#f radius 
of Port Moresby during twelve hour* of daylight on each day. 

CCMSOSreSPAC'a directive ia here analysed, ainoa he had keen directed 
by the Joint Chief, of Staff to interdict hostile naval target, a. well 
m hostile air operation, a. a part of hi. .^porting J^****™!' 
Cn August 10th, the day after the Battle of Save Island, the Ar*y Chief 
of Staff Queried COMSCWBSPAC as to "th# degree of aucoesa you are ob-^ 

' . .-A .... .bnanais curraoa ormib. ** 

ft i. r...Ud in th. litht of thi. 

that th# baai. for CCMSCWESFAC's directive merely to P^SlThi^eif 
atrike* hostile naval targets was the agreement raaohed between hinaeir 

and crMSSPACFOa. 

the arrsngewmts »ado between these two oosmanders were. (a) tha* 
Southweat PaolfiHir unit, would concentrate prinarily upon 
Japanese air operations against the Allied force, in th* Tul*Ci ar«e. end 
(b^ that SOWBSPAC airomft would operate against hoatile ****** *. 8 l 0 

only if COMBOPACFCR nade specific requests for such attacks direct t 

CCM30I?SSPAC Area.**** 


TCiSCRSSPAC deration inaVruetlona Mo. 14, July 26tk,~ and 

Annaxur* (A) to Allied Air Force* Operation Instruction So. 18, 

July Slat, 1942. . ... 

«* Radio lo. 658, C’MJOT 2795, C of St. tc CISC, SSPA, August 9th 

1»42 ( Aug ust 10th M 11 Zone Tia»). ^ 

•a* Radio s£f^C-246, CM-IS 5795, CISC. SWPA to C of St,, August .Uh, 
.... COMSOHS8PAC Mspetch 191054, July 1*42, address id to CCWSGPAUOR. 
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The reasons why COWSOPACFOR, the designated commander who* the Joint 
Chiefs of Stuff h®d charged with th® responsibility for th® execution of 
Task OKK, would enter into such an ag re eme n t ar# nowhere a®t down. It la 
known, however, that h® waa oonrinoad that CGMSCHESPAC did not har® 
adequate air strength, for h® ntat®d to COMIKCHi "I ooneid®r means now 
proepectivoly available SOPAC auffioient for accomplishment Task OIK pro¬ 
vided S0WB3PAG Area bo furnished auffloiont m«ls» for intordiotion 
hostile aircraft activities baa®d on Hew Britain-low Ouiaea-Horthern 
Solomon* Ar®*."* In th® asms message h« quoted a previous diapatoh to th® 
offoot thatt "Th® air force;. in eight for th® Southwest Pacific Area ar® 
not adequate to interdict hoetil® air or naral operation® against th® 
Tulagi area."* 

However, despite this inadequacy, th® ebov# agreement la not believed 
to ha-ve been aound In all particular®. COM3OPACFOR waa in the poaition of 
»iavlr ; to roly upon the cooperation and airport of S0IVB3PAC air units to 
lcoa« a and intardiot Japanea® aurfaoa forces in the approaches to Tulagi 
fro* Rabaul, since this area ley almost wholly within the SCWESPAC Area* 
Should not SCMKSPAC aircraft hare attacked automatically a atrong aurfaoa 
ship formation, such as the Japanese Cruiser Force, heading In the direc¬ 
tion of Tulagi? Th# Allied Air Feroea North Eastern Area, aignifioaatly 
enough* had launched promptly and automatically a flight of B-17e from 
Port Moresby on August 2nd to attaok an aircraft oarrior falsaly reported 
to be in Rabaul Harbor*** la it not logical therefore to consider that 
CGM3CPACFGR should hare instated that CGMSCNVESPAC direot hi* air forcaa 
to interdict large and powerful naral forces located in hia area whioh 
ware obriously waking adranoes southward through the Solomons? 

It iG clearly erident that the planning and the operation of the 
Allied forces were concerned chiefly with the enemy capability of at¬ 
tacking by air* either from land bases, seaplane tenders, or from aircraft 
carrier"t CflMSQPAdOP had <urpraaa«d this conaem to COMIHCH when he 
stated] "I wish tc emphasise th&t the basio problem of this operation la 
th# protection of surface shipe against land-based aircraft...•*'•* Had 
COMSOPACFm consid®rod more fully the enemy capability of attaoking with 
surface ships which could approach through the SCHfESPAC Area under low 
visibility conditions, he might have exercised his own responsibility, 
rather than to have depended"upon the cooperation of 3CRESPAC forces, and 
t*Ven measures to insure that th* threat of an enamy surface ahip attaok 
was met before it reaohed Savo Island. Perhaps then he would have been 
alerted to the need for late afternoon searches in addition to th® aarly 
morning searches in Sectors II and IV. 


Tf’^F^iuiy 1942, to coujm. ~ ” 

** Allied Air Forces, Southwest Pacific, Operation* Report for 
August 2nd, 1942. 
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Perhaps also he would hcve provided for the air coverage of the approaches 
free Rubeul end thus have precluded the necessity for CT? 62 later to rs- 
quest a special search of this area** 

fm) coiftRiEICATION ARHANGKMBSTS BETWEEN COMSOPAC AtJD CCMSCWESPAC 

--UTr'enm-- 

The Communication Plan 1-42 (Annex "D" to CTF 63«* Operation Plan 
1="42) provided, aueng othei circuits, a coomuni cat ions Met "B" established 
between those air bases fro® whioh both long range air searches and heavy 
boaber strikes could originate* This included Eupiritu Santo, -ifate.- and 
Noumea in SOPAC and Townsville and Port Moresby in the Morth Eastern Area 
of S05IESPAC• This circuit was a rapid and positive neons for the wide 
dissemination of operational information and intelligence, and was in ef¬ 
fect an Air Operational Intelligence Circuit (AOIC) as now employed in the 
naval communication service* 


This Ccswunioaticn Plan provided an additional radio cirouit known as 
Mat "C" between the air bases ashore, the tenders, the tusk group com¬ 
mander* and all reconnaissance and bombardment aircraft in the 3 OP AC Area. 
It did not provide an arrangement whereby 50PAC air bases, or task group 
or fore* coasnanders. would receive messages or contact reports from SORBS- 
PAC aircraft in flight. This circuit was in effect a task force canon, 
although it was not so designated* 

C06£SOKESPAC Area's air communication plan was promulgated by the 
Allied Air Forces in Signal Instructions, Annexuro "B" to Operation 
Instruction Mo* 18* These instructions provided for the establishment of 
special point-to-point watches at For 'loreaby and Townsville to listen 
on the AIBSOPAC (TF 63) let "E". These instructions further provided in 
n«rirr«Bh 

r we v * 

"All signals originated in North Eastern Area and addressed to South 
Pacific Forces are to be routed via Headquarters Allied Air Force 
(Brisbane). Additionally, when urgency demands, they may be routed via 
Port Moresby or Townsville on the above point-to-point series." 

Uet "C" also was guarded by the three Allied Air Force base stations 
in the Morth Eastern Area - Pall Fiver, Port Moresby and Townsville - for 
the purpose of being able to ocnounloate with aircraft (in flight) of the 
South Pacific Force, should such aircraft desire to oowunieate, listen¬ 
ing watches were maintained and transmitters were rea<iy to reply, but no 
provision was made for the initiation over Met "C" of meseagee from 
SOWBSPAC bases to 30PAC bases. 


CIp.paToFTJTOT^riCIgua'k' - T5I27~addressed to WT! 





The proo&durc governing SCWLSPAC Air Fence reconnaissance missions 
m , S et forth in the Signal Annex to Operatic "S Instruction So* 2, dated 
Key 23, 1942. Contacts wade at sea were to be reported immodiataly by 
transmission at the target. The reconnaissance plane staking contact was 
to regain in tiw vicinity of the sighted target until rocslloo or forced 
to retire, sending and the plane’s Identifying call. The Air Force 

ground station to which the contact report was transmitted was to repeat 
tha entire message in acknowledgement* 

The oon^aot codes and ciphers to be used by reconnaissance and bom- 
bar cmvent aircraft of the South Pacific Area wen issued to the Air Command 
'Headquarters, Townsville and to the Havel Offioer-in-Charge, Port Moresby. 
Arranjwaents were made with xhe latter that Scrth Eastern Aiwa air units 
hare access to tha ooJ»#, 

A study of the above cosnunication plans for the air forces in both 
the SOPAC end SOKESPAC Areas reveals that adequate means vere provided for 
the prompt tranamittal of any contact report to the ccaeand* concerned so 
that Ik aediate and positive fiction nigh'c be taken. CTP 6S siade arrange¬ 
ments with CGMSTWESPAC that all search reports would be immediately re- 
broadoast cn tha respective circuits of the air cosnand in eaoh area.* 
Howler the employment of the mruis in SOBPSPAfi in practice, did not 
exploit the full capabilities of rapid end effective communications, thus 
causing long delay* in the transmittal of vital information, it will be 
shown later that contact reports made in the SCRtESPAC Area to lowed tho 
echelon of ooaaiaaif before being broadcast to SOPAC forces* 

Fleet broadcast achedules wera the primary mean? of delivering con- 
taots made in SOWBSPAC Area to naval unite in the SOPAC Area. The two 
primary fleet broadcast schedule* that were available to deliver vital 
information to forces in the area cf operations were the CANBERRA (VHC) 
"BELL3" broadcast, which was copied by the SOWBSPAC naval unite that wera 

i _1 —A cr , sr .t ^5 Taslc rorae «4). ana T.n» rs»»ri aii-wi -.arm, 

"H0«* Fox broadcast, whish wea copied by the SOPAC na"*l unite. 

(f) ALLIED DEFLOYMBMT O F IAVAL FORGES 

(1) Approach to Guadaloanal-Tuiagi kro a* 

A large concentration of nniul force* was first a-aeabled under the 
command ol CO0OOPACFOR 'in the Ftj Islands in late July 19*2. CINCPAC had 
made available for the execution *f Task OJffi three Striking Forces of the 
Pacific Fleet; (1) Task Poroe 11, flagship 8AKATCWA; (2) Task Force *S t 

lh/H (Chief of Staff to CCBSAIRSOPAC, CTP 63, in August 1.-H2), October 
20th, 1946« 
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flagship KHTkHPRISEj tad <S) Task Force IS, flagship HASP. ^ffliSCilBSPAC^ 
had transferred the ©ruieers and destroyers of Task Force 44 to CCMS0?ACFOR. 
There joined at Koro Island. Fiji's with South Pacific Area A«phi ? ioue 
Foroa (Ttek Force 62) in whloh tha First J&rine Division wm ssabar^ed, to 
iosn tha Expeditionary For ae, fP 61 1 


After conducting rehearsals at Koro Island fro® July 28th to July 
Sisi„ the txneditioni'ry Fore* (IF 61) aortled on July Slst for Tulagl* 

CTF G1 headed to the westward for Longitude 169°-00* (B) Latitude 16 -30* 

(S) , passing south of Efate through the Me* Hebrides an route. At 1200, 
Avjuat 6th, he headed hie Expeditionary Force northward along the Beridim 
of 169° Bast Longitude and rsstained la oruising disposition until 1600, 
August 6th. This track is shown on Diagram "B". 

tha Allied approach coibb sneed at this latter tieoc CTG 61.2 (CTF 62) 
placed in effect his Operation Plan A3-42 and directed the Amphibious 
Force (TO 61.2) to take the Attack force Approach Disposition AH-3 and to 
proceed to the aasipiad transport areas (Area ArtAT at Lurga Hoads an i Area 
YOKE at Tulagiy, oaaplying with the courses and tines speolfied in Attach 
Force Approach Plan AJR-11. Accord! ig to this plun, the Aaphibious Force 
continued north to reach position 'atitude 09°»50*\8), longitude 169®—Q0* 
(S' at 22SR, August 6th, at which tine course was to be changed at 040 

(T) to close Psvo Island *t a speed of twelve knots. In the execution of 
this plan, this change actually was node at 225C. 


The Air Support w oroe, TO 61.1, broke off fron its cruising position 
(relative to TO 61.2) at 1840 by changing course to 305°(T) and increasing 
spaed hr twenty-two knots to pas? through Point AUJS and **©int BAKER 
(shown on Diagrs' B) seventy-fire wiles to the west of the meridian 159° 
Fast Longitude. Taint RAKER was to be reached by 0C30, August 1th at 
wnicn z\w xG oi.a was oo change uvU*.» vO wwo v. * / * - -— 

at dawn., the ■*iwn aircraft launching petition. 


At 0300, the Anphihious Force (TG 61.2), in a position fifteen xlles 
southwsoo of Saro Island*. deployed into two groups* Group KRAY which 
proceeded to Lungs Roads off Guadclcaiuil, and Group YOKE which proceeded 
*o fulagi- Rcth Grouse ussre in Iron Bottom Sound at dr.wn and arrived at 
their objectives shortly after sunrise, August 7th. 

This deployment at dawn - with the Acphlbious Force (TG 1.2) in Iron 
3ottr— Sound and the Air Support Force (TO 61.1) operating in its support 
in the are* sou h of Guedaloancl I*ls&d — sstobllehed th® stratsgio dis¬ 
position of Allied forces with which this saidy of the Battle of Saro 
Island is concerned, for it was this disposition that the Japanese Cruiser 
Force had to teat on the 8t& and 9th of August, on conjunction with this 
disposition of surface ships of TP 61, COMSn»ACFC« had the land *nd teodev* 
based aircraft of Task Force J3 deploys^, end CdMSCWBSP had his lend- 
based air disposed, in uhs aenarr already desoribed. In addition, 
COMS0&B8PAC had deployed two *ut**rtrin*s in th* Bismarck Area for 






sraiio® su'd attack patrol*5* 

(2) C?a 61„! Op*ret®a His Carrier* 

CTG fil \ oo«rated eaoh of his three carrier striking forces es * 

th- a. a .1*1. ** fore, of *«. corri.r. a. 

obi dona In later opiirjtlone. He formed r,hom lax. *. si°l ?'(■# n) 

projlmatlos «* .quilaM.-al triaa 5 le with the SARATOGA in TO 61-1.1 £ ID 
« L. «»J .a silde. followed fiv. mil.o oo M. * 

•P si 1 9 f» 16) *ad five mileo on hia port quarter by ” 61.1.5 

( TF If.)** ^in this naauer these groups rained within *utuel supporting 

distance and visual signal distance of on© another. 

CTG 61.I 1 * reasons for not combining his task groups iato one Task 
Foro* of three camera wares 

(a) His belief that protection of a carrier task force \m<ter air 
attack could be*t be accomplished by the separation of the C J"^* * nto 
groups ovatnining only one carrier etch, as wt.« done at the. Bat i 
Kidvrey. At thie early date, waneuveraMXity was given a^oet 
Saportocoe with anti-aircraft fire in defense of » task force. It *** 
fSt ufcat separation would reduce the riik of collision, which wou-d other 
-**» 97 i»t ii a tight forwatlon when the carrier* were taking ' 

edition action. la August 1942, the lesson derived irom toth the Bavtl* 
of the Coral Sea and the Battle of Midway - namely, that an independent 
.ingle carrier tark force could be readily penetrated by Japanese attack, 
ing planes - had not »« yet been adequately evaluated. i» i*ter 
os the volume of anti-aircraft fire of a task force :lncrea«ed «*por 
tSon to the increased number of anti-«irer*ft guns and i.proe.d .ire con 
trol. ohe importance of maneuverability decreased end the neo^sity for 
independent freedom of action for each carrier obtained to a far leas 

degr«e. 

(b) The necessity for obtaining sir space for reuiWou* and breaks 
up of carrier sir groups. At this time the realisation had not yet 
evolved that fighter defense i* made easier and .ore economical by con- 
oeutrating ships and by controlling a spot defense rather than a disperse! 
of fighter strength in defenae of separated targets. 

While TG 61.2 was heading for its anchoragea off Tulagi and Guadal¬ 
canal, TG 61.1 was operating about seventy wiles to the southwes o 
Tulagi end wae generally *te*ing on a southeasterly oou ™ # a * 
knot, erttila launching aircraft, einoe the wind 

and wan very light. This ti.ak group, cowieneing at 0530, had ™* n J TO 
Tiding air cover for TO 61.2 and air strikes for a.eaulting eneeey posititna 
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.t to.d.lc.n.1 -<1 Tul.gi. At about 0625 

tha HA3P) deatroyed all of the - Without auffaring any 

Type-S* flying boat* and nina seaplane fights 

losses shatsoevar* 


(5) Approach of TG 61.2 (Amphibious Forca) 


_ . .# ii j n , blanketed by wary favorable waather con- 

r " 7S£~£Z?z slszz isst's 

A fc.tHns' bearines and making tha naeaaaary and praaoribad 

faoilit at a taking bearlngean «a* J G XXAY ohangad oour.a to 

Sll Eur-Sshs =*£«.*£*=*. 

^i^3£ff3;rs'ru» 

0617 Firm Support Group LOVE °J® a * off ^ lagi at 0657 and 

g r* 

r^t r 6th? d ^ 0 a 8 d;^oaa of tha Amphibious Groups on T-Uji 

siritiss 4 * &r ss i r 

K Zt 0662. »hich tU. hn. b... .oeptud in tnic 

a. th* initial contact between Allied and Japanese f< ;««• , 

CTG^1.2 set tha hour for landing on Guadalcanal as 0910, Aug-.at 


(4) Deployment of SCTJESPAC Submarines, 


COliS OWESPAC deployed two submarine a in th" Maw 
ar«a during this operation. These were the S-38 anu the S 44 wnicn op 

ated independently 

(a) Deployment of 8-44, 

The S-44 departed Brisbane at 0930, July 2ith and headed for a 

patrol station off Bougainville Island on the. oeS^Sy^Wbl 

route between Rabaul end Tulagi where she ^riwad at 0630^ Joly^ 

iZui sss-- rrairedtf^fstr" 

1st where ha noted soma merenent shipping. e rama of h«w Ireland ar- 

ss 

con.it.r.bl. chant .hipping, but „. un.bl. to olo.. it. At 184b, 


* War Clary b%Tugu»0942, pagaT 




August 6th he headed around the west end of Hanover Island and commenced 
cruising eastward alon; tSie south shore to the entrances of Steffen and 
Byron St-aits whore he arrived at about 0700, August 7th,* 

(b) Deployment of S-38 


The S 5,8 departed Brisbane, Australia at 0930, July 28th and headed 
for her patrol station off the entrance to Wide B«y„ New Britain where she 
w-r,s directed to cover the assumed Japanese traffic lan* between Rabeul and 
Gona, Now Guinea. She arrived on station at 1817, August 4thj and at 
0500, August 5th p< notreted Wide Bey, but discovered no evidence of Japan* 
jse activity. The Commanding Officer then headed for a patrol atation off 
Cape St. G-orge, the southern tip of New Ireland, where he arrived at 0610, 
August 6th and oonmenced patrolling again.** 

The decision® of the Commending Officers of the S-58 and S-44 to 
change these patrxl stations on their own initiative indicated a correct 
appreciation of their objective, which was the destruction of Japanese 
shippand their positions at 0662, August 7th, were just short of 
being very fruitful against the Japanese Cruiser Force enroute to Tulagi 
which passed out the south entrance of Steffen Strait at 0660, August 7th 
and later passed very dose aboard the S-38 at 1945, August 7th, 

(6) Deployment of Allied Forces at 0652, August 7th« 

At 0652, August 7th - the tine at which Coacunder Outer South Seas 
Force reoeived the initial contact re >ort from Tulagi - the various Allied 
forces deployed in his area were located in the following positional 

(a) TO 61,1, Air Support Forco 

This force w e located sixty-eight miles on bearing 240°(T) 
from Tulagi, heading southeast, 

(b) TG 61,2 (TF 62) Amphibious Force 

(1) Amphibious Group YOKE was in the vicinity of Tulagi. Fire 
Support Group MIKE had commenced shelling the Japanese positions at Tulagi 
at 0614, and Transport Squadron YOKE had anchored at 0637. The screening 
group at Tulagi remained underway, the CHICAGO and CANBERRA operating 
with, the BAGLEY, and the HENLEY, HELM and BLUE providing an anti-submarine 
screen for the transport*. 

(2) Amphibious Group XRAY wee in the vicinity of Guadalcanal 
Beach. Fire Support Group LOVE had opened fire at 0617, and Transport 


•Third >far Patrcl Report, S-44, July 24tSi, TW5? to 'August feSrcl, l942« 

• •Seventh "War Patrol Report S-38, July 28th, 1942 to August *!2nd, 1942, 
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Squadron XRAY had anchored at 0660. The underway anti-submarine aoreen 
tov the transport* consisted of the SELFRIDGE, JARVIS, MUGFQRD and RALPH 
TALBOT. The AUSTRALIA and HOBART, screened by the PATTERSON, remained 
underway* 

(o) Submarines 

(!) The S-38 was patrolling an eighteen Kile line parallel to 
SW Coast of New Ireland in the vicinity of Cape St. George and eight 
miles off shore* 

(2) The S~44 was cruising submerged about three miles south of 
the coast of New Hanover en route to Steffen Strait* 


(g) COMPOSITION OF FORCES AND TASKS ASSIGNED 
(1) Composition of Foroe® 

The Expeditionary Force, TF 61, was a very powerful force consisting 
of two almost entirely separate forces; one, the Air Support Force, and 
tho other an Amphibious Force. The composition of these orces are sev 
forth below. 

(a) TC ol.l - Air Support Force 


(1) TG 61.1.1 (Pacific Fleet Task Force 11) 

SARATOGA (36 VF. 36 VB, 18 VT) 1 CV 

MINNEAPOLIS, NEW ORLEANS ? CA 

PHELPS, FARRAGUT, WORDEN, MCDONOUGH, DAUB 5 DD 

(2) TG 61.1*2 (Pacific Fleet Task Force 16) 

ENTERPRISE (3C VF, 36 VD, 1C VT) 1 CV 

NORTH CAROLINA 1 BB 

PORTLAND 1 CA 

ATLANTA 1 CL(AA) 

BALCH, MAURY, GWIN, BENHAM, GRAYSON 5 DD 

(3) TO £1.1.3 (Pacific Fleet Task Force 13) 

WASP (27 VF, 28 VB, 6 VT) 1 CV 

SAN FRANCISCO, SALT LAKE CITY 2 CA 


LANG, STERRETT, J VRON WARD, STACK, LAFFEY, 

FARBNHOLT 6 1)0 

(b) TG 61.2. Amphibious Foroe (TF 62 plus SW Pao TF 44) 

(1) TG 62.1, Transport Group XRAY 

FULLER, AMERICAN LEGION, BELLATRIX, MCCAWLEY(F) 
BARNETT, GEO. F. ELLIOTT, LIBRA, HUNTER LIGGETT, 
ALCHTHA, FOMALHAUT, BETELGRUSF CRES ENT CITY 
PRESIDENT HAYES, PRESIDENT ADALS, ALHENA 15 AP 






(2) TG 82.2, 
NEVILLE, 
COLHOUN, 


Transport Group YOKE 

ZKILIN, HEYNOOD, PHB3IDENT JACKSON 

GREGORY, LITTLE, MCKRAH 


(3) TO 62.3 Fir# Support Group LOVS 
QUINCY, VINCENNES, ASTORIA 
HULL, DEWEY, ELLET, WIL80H 

(4) TG 62.4 Fir# Support Group iIKE 
SAM JUAB 

MONSSEN, BUCHANAN 


(5) TG 62.6, Minesweeper Group _ 

H0PKIK3, THEVER, ZAHE SOUTHARD, HOVEY 


(6) TG 62.6 Screening Group 

HMAS AUSTRALIA, HMA3 CANBERRA, USS CHICAGO 
HMAS HOBART 
DE3R01I FOUR 

SELFRIDGE, PATTERSON, BAGLEY, BLUE, RALPH 
TALBOT, 3ENIST, HELM, JARVIS, MUGFORD 


4 A? 

4 APD 


S CA 
4 DD 


1 CL(AA) 

2 DD 


5 DM3 


3 CA 
1 CL 


9 DD 


(7) TO 62.7 Air Support Control Group 
Fighter Director Group in CHICAGO 

Air Support Dir#otor Group in MCCAULEY 
ir Support Director Group (Standby) in 
NEVILLE 

(8) TG 62,8, Landing Force (l*t Marine Division) 

.i a ■» -_..V V _ m ( m » Z'. i*<»i 1 ri 

avutoftivajuttA AHUAUAW5 v "r 

Tulagi Lar ding Group 


(2) Tasks Assigned 


The task# assigned the Allied naval for©#* were, in part* 
(a) TF 61, Allied Expeditionary Force. 


f\) On Dog Day to capture and oooupy Tulagi and adjacent posi¬ 
tion., including an adjoining portion of Guadalcanal suitable for the 
construction of landing field*. 


(2) To defend seised areas until relieved forces to be 
designated later. 

(3) Tc oall on TF 63 for special aircraft missions.* 


IJ^SZSoPJLiTTJpSrTEion Plan 1-42, JuIyT^KT, 
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(b) TO 61.1 Air Support Forca. 

(1) Co Dog Day and subsequently. to cooperate with Co-sander 
Amphibious Feroe by supplying air support. 

(2) To protect own carriers fro. enemy «ir attack.. 

(5) To make air searches as seem advisable or *■ ordered* 


( 0 ) io 61.2 (T* «2 plus TF 44) Amphibious Force 


« t. proca« 

«" coootruotion of >-«W 

fields. 

(2) To defend seised areas until relieved by forces to 
signeted later. 

( 3 ) a, dopmrtur. of omrri.ro, to omll on TF 63 for mp.oiml mir- 
craft mitalons.* 

B. taphitlou. Fore. ... oonpomod of migt 
but .inom only th. i.l^d, t£ tm.k. m.»lgnod to 

SJTEJrES -T«p~- «-* — - p— 


(a) Screening Group - TO 62.6** 


a stains t enemy surface. ^ir 
(l] xo lorwu wm v* <***«#** ~- - o- - * w 

and suboarine attack. 


(b) Fire Support Group LOVE - TG 62.3** 


U> in ....; * ® lr 't*Z :. to i^«onr,f*CT0 

Guadalcanal with anti-aircraft fire, acting uncer 
62*6. 

(2) To support TG 62.6 in oaoe of surface attack. 

(o) Fire Support Group MIKE - TO 62.4* 

Same as for Fire Support Group LCVE. except that it operated 
in the Tulafci Area rather than at Guadalcanal. 


TW^n^eTiTTS: 73rder 1-flrf'JITy zsth. 
CTF 62 Operation Plan A3-42* July 1942 
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The composition of TG 61.1, ao shown abo%„, combined extreme mobility 
and offensive striking power. This Air Support Force was relied upon to 
meet sny air or surface threat that the Jupanes-e mitfit be able «o bring 
against the Amphibious Poi nw, in addition to i ;# role of air strikes in 
support of the landing operations. Allied intelligence did not indicate 
that there were any powerful Japanese carrier wtriking f ° r ° e5 1x1 ;h * * 
ainity of Tulagii but the respoaoiole oowaandere realised that, despite 
the Japanese carrier losses at Midway, strong Japanese force* might well 
be brought to bear in or near the Tulagi area. Serious opposition could 
be expected, not only from land-based aircraft at present within the Bic- 
marok-New Quinea-Soloaona area but also fro® reinforcement aircraft which 
oould be rapidly flown in freos the Truk-Fonape Araa. A combination of 
attacks from both land-based and carrier-based aircraft was considered to 
be the most dangerous opposition the enemy could bring to bear. However, 
tne Allied oarrier planes were considered to be sufficient to counter such 
opposition. In addition Allied intelligence diaulosed the relatively 
limited extent of Ja; \nese surface strength within the j*res. Consequently, 
Japanese surfaoe forces so far repoxted were coareely a match for tn* 
Allied surface ships within TO 61,1, 

TG 61.2 was, as the above listed composition shows, mn extremely 
powerful amphibious force which possessed the capability of defeating the 
strongest surface forces that might be employed by the Japanese at this 
time. With the support of TO 61.1, it also had the means of defeating 
any land-based and oarrisr-based aircraft which might be employed against 
it. The Battles of the Coral Sea and of Midway had seriously decreased 
the carrier striking power of the Japanese Combined Fleet, and the 
limited number of airx'ields within the Solomon Islands restricted the 
striking power of the J a p ane se 1 and-besed aircraft. 

n. r jl_ a_ t ram m.w\ A IfTlfP 

S cr *m0 n in«r Grcup* ?iua xne rxrm support u* 
had sufficient strength t carry out the tasks assigned it. Its primary 
role was to defend the transport groups against enemy surface, air and 
submarine attack during the amphibious operation. During daylight hours, 
when covered by the air power of TG 61.1, it was capable of defending 
itself against any probable attack. During the night, when it was without 
the support of TG 61.1. its preponderance of power against possible 
Japanese surfaoe att* ’c was considerably lessened. However, it was iap- 
nbls, provided its sti sngth wa» properly concentrated, of defeating 
Japanese surfaoe forces known to be in the area, should such forces at¬ 
tempt to interfere with the landing operations during night or low 
visibility. 


(h) THE AIL DSD PLAH 

This study is concerned merely with those aspects of planning for 
the execution of Task <m which culminated in tho clash between Japanese 
and Allied surface forces in the night eotion near Savo Island. Conse¬ 
quently the entire plan for the Allied landings and occupation *f posi¬ 
tions in the southern Solomonshas not been included. The Allied pvan for 


- 40 - 




offensive motion in the South Pacific originated with the Joint Chief, of 
Staff and was officially a»d* ty CCMIHCH to CDTCPAC on uoly n , 

*942. Operation* were to eonmmo* on August 1st for accompli shewn 

of the objective in three stages, with th* task for each etage aet forth 

a* follow*i 

(a) T*s*k OHEs Seine and oocupy Santa Crus Islands, Tulapi and adja¬ 
cent positions. 

(b) Taak WO: Seis* and occupy the remainder of the Solomon Island*. 
lAe, Salaaaua, and the northeast eoeat of Hew Ouinea. 

(o) Taak THSEKs Seise and occupy Rabaui and adjaoant poaition* in 
the Hoe Oainea-Saw Ireland Area.* 

As a oon.equene. of this direct ire. COMSOPAC end CC4IS0J SPAC held 
consultations and >reoca»»ad*d that the operation not be initiated until 
adequate air strength wa» built up in SOPAC and S<J»R 3 PAC Areaa. They 
■tated that in view of (l) the recently developed strength of the enewy 
ocaitiona ^(2) the shortage of airplanes for the continued waintenrnce of 
Jtrcng air support throughout the operation, and (S) the shortage oftrsna- 
port* 8 aad the lack of sufficient shipping that would ®*k* possible the 
oonfcinved movauen* of troops and supplies. the sucoaocwpliatawt 
of the operation ' m open to the gravest doubts. They therefore jointly 
reoowsended that Task CBffi be deferred, pending further development of 

fcross in the South Pacific # .d Southwest Pacifio Area*. They offered 

nracesfi through 

alternate plan that the aujuos pro "*<•»* »** —“ — — - - - c 
the Mew Hebrides and Santa Crus Island group# until auoh tije as 

J developed for the support of the three - teg*, of the operation a. 

one oontinuous Movement.** 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff refused to defer the operation# already 
underway for Taak OSE for tea reason*-» (a) th&t it was nec$*aaary to a p 
without^delay the enemy*. southward advice that would be *'«*** 
fir* eatablisfoment at Tulagi, and (M that an<W airfields 
Guadalcanal would seriously hamper, if not preva t. aUiea «»tc.blifhraent 
of bases both at Santa Crus and Espiritu S*nto. They agreoi to 
additional shipborn. aircraft and additional surlVoe 
the rate of flow of replacement aircraft and to 

South Pacifio Arva one heavy bombardment .,roup of thirty-fivs plan . 

COMSOPAC and CGMSCWBSPAC then went ahead with the planned operation. 
COMSOPAC planned to accomplish Task OSE by seising the Tulagi- Guadalcanal 

J J oir{n g? eeilve tf« 7 7 ‘3o S at ^le^s oi War Diary, io7 

104 --CfWIlfCH to CISCPAC 022100, July 1942, 

••COOOPAC. and COMSOMBSPAC to Joint Chiefs of Staff (COMIHCH) Dispatch 
061012 July 1942*, 

***C0lfIHCH to COMSOPAC Dispatch 102100, July x942. 
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ar«A on Dog day and, a/tor it had been secured, toy salting Wdeni In the 
Santa Crus Islands. The purpose of these operation* waa to deny these 
positions to enemy foroea and to prepare b»sa« for Allied future offensive 
operations,* 

Tha plan was simple and direot, to smphibicus force of au.table 
strength was to seise the Tulagi and Guadalcanal Area under the t ~r sup¬ 
port of land-based aircraft flying from land and seaplane bases within 
both the SOPAC and SOWESPAC Areas and from carrier-based airoraft within 
the Expeditionary Force, It was also to be supported against naval at¬ 
tack (both surface ship and submarine) by the oruiser ani destroyer esoorts 
and aoreecing ships attached to the asqphibious foro*. 

Based on the intelligence available concerning the eneiqy forces within 
the objective area and those capable of being moved into the area in time 
to interfere with the landings, the plan wa n sound. This was particularly 
true, providing the factor of surprise oould be achieved at the objective 
area. However, the Allied Commander did not expect to achieve surprise,** 
and relied on the coverage of his lend and carrier-based aircraft and on 
the gunpower of his ships to defeat expected enemy oounter-attaoko. 


'i) GE NERAL SUMMARY 

The preceding discussion of the background fer the Battle of Savo 
Island shows, in a general way, thati 


(a) The Japanese effort south of the Equator was designed to expend 
Japanese power in the South Seas Area and to counter any Allied attack 
that might be made in that area. This affdrt was spearheaded by that 

a > s \_i -j-- a Pasa 44 t* Pnwin /Air 

Dorr-ion ox ta® xmiu^maicu rh pww«u w* - ----- *-~ 

Fleet) which was baaed at Kabaul. It was supported by limited naval 
forces based primarily at Rabaul and Kavieng, and by submarines, all under 
the o am and of Coamander Outer South Seas Force (Commander EIGPTfi Pleat) 
whose headquarters were at Rabaul. It was supported also by reoonnais- 
sanoe seaplanes of the Base Air Foroe based at Rabaul and Tulagi, 


(b) The Allied effort in the South Pacific was designed to stop the 
advance of the Japanese in that area and to seise advanced bases in the 
Solomons from whioh to oontinu* further operations against the Japanese. 
This effort was spew-heeded by an Expeditionary Foroe, strong in naval snd 
air power. It was supported by land-based air power operating both from 
SOPAC and SCME3PAC bases. In strategic oomannd of all forces within the 
SOPAC Area, including the Expeditionary Foroe, was COMSOPACFOR with opera¬ 
tional headquarters at Noumea. 


WfcBdPAiT ftpPlan 1-4? Serial 051? or July ldtiT/ItfiK ~ 

** C CM8 0PAC and CCMSCflfRSPAC to Joint Chiefs of Staff (CGMINCH) Dispatch 
081017, July 1942. 
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CHAPTER IV 


JAPANESE REACTION 

0662 ft August Tth to 2*OC,, Au ^.ot_Tth 

(a) OPERATIONS OF JAPANESE CRUISER FORCE 

arulaora CHOEA7 mi -TOOIT SIX had aortt.d 0616 fn* 

Sl£^S.‘LS!^i3, ( !3 i £!i“ti. wiSwa —jwng« h ‘ d 
L,r;.r^i. a* oe 6J ...» *«-«» r^r^nr^ 

urg*nt dlapatoh from coaanandor Air Bead, Tulagi that I> 
task foroe sightedl"* 

^ n x> j. hA ian»n««* unit commanders concerned was * ' 1 *t*u- 

‘S.'s—a*. ««SJ52^^Sr5 

copra. to«rd Babaul. COMCRUDIT SIX. In th. 

Sootlon On. to proc.d to Hand.. and °rd.r.d th. A O BA “ t ^ v 

s£r^;r^«:r a r^ - j— - 

behind the CHOKAI* 

Meanwhile Ccaaander Outer South Seas Force, who ems st 
W»eST«- altuatloh, H« ^. t b ;“.«C ?h:Tap^. r.i ^r.™n! k 

r* r^T* r-.:nr.,«- tut 

w »**“ --■» — — . . - . __ -f-Vwt nature u vnw 

there oan be no doubt as xo me »eri.uu» »«««..- 

Allied effort at Tula*!. 

*»«- :«;?.».*"< SwC.«r.t 

srjrrstJ?‘ a^TioSS) - &**> *<*»— *• * ~ iiu * 

of 700 wilee.e*** 

At 0726 Coneander Outer South Seas Force received the amplifying 
renorf he ted been anxiously awaiting. This urgent 

dt.pat.h’tad b.« r.l.aaad hy Oon-md.r TulaglJllr W* e Sul.gl. 

before, and reporsenj *w®»y »*»**• *- 4W --* ~ ^ 


el fronry fl tetaileT BaiVle Report #8, Tollmen e Na*m ~ 

10th 1942, CIO Document 86927 June 27th, 1947, Page* *' a 

- & 3 S»rwrw«-„ 

T»av 12th. 1147, page 2. 






undergoing aero re bombings; landing preparations underway; help re¬ 
requested. "• 

This dispatoh provided Commander Outer South Seas Force with an 
accurate estimate of ships attacking Tulagi, since in fact there were 
twenty-two ships of all olasses at Tulagi He knew, of course, trm 
this dispatoh that there must be a supporting force of Allied carriers 
somewhere in the vicinity of Tulagi to have carried out the bombing 
attacks reported. No reports were reoeived from Guadalcanal and it is 
possible that Commander Outer South Seas Force based his initial estimate 
of the total strength of the Allied effort upon the report from Tulagi. 

He shortly was handed a dispatch, sent at 0725 by Commander YOKOHAMA 
Air Group at Tulagi addressed to Commander FIFTH Air Attack Force, which 
reported* "All large flying boats burned as a result of the 0630 air ‘ 
attack." 

The situation confronting Commander Outer South Seas Foroe was 
somewhat as follows* The Allied attack on Tulagi was a complete surprise, 
sinoe the Japsnese had made no contact whatsoever on the Allied foroe 
until it struck. It was in strength, and constituted a serious menace 
t? the Japanese positions in the Solomon Islands. If these positions 
were to be held by the Japanese, the defending foroes at Tulagi must be 
given immediate help. Continuous air attacks on the Allied transports 
and cargo ships might destroy many of them, and would haves serious 
delaying effect on the unloading schedule of the remainder. Anchored 
transports were excellent targets for Japanese submarines. But air and 
submarine attacks were not enough in the faoe of Allied screening ships 
and carrier-based aircraft. He concluded that a bold offensive by surface 
ships also was needed, and decided "to put the fleet into aotion immediate¬ 
ly to destroy the enemy."*•* 

9 

He therefore prepared his counterattack. He had been informed by 
dispatch of the initiative of the Commanding Officer, CHOKAI and of 
COMCRUDIV SIX in proceeding to Rabaul. At 0749 he directed the YUNAGI to 
make full speed and escort the CHOKAI into Rabaul Harbor. He also 
directed the TEN RYU, YUBARI and the YUNAGI to be prepared at 1300 to depart 
from Rabaul to attack the Allied ships in the Tulagi areao*** 

He continued to receive reports from Tulagi of fieroe i^aval bombard¬ 
ment, air bombing attacks, and of the initial landings until 0805 when 
communications ceased,*** The last dispatoh reoeived at that time reported* 


* CRUDTV6 Detailed Battle Report^, Solomons Na'vu.1 Action, August Yth- 
10th, 1942, CIG Document 86927, June 27th, 1947, pages 5 and 6, 

•• Hex Diary CTF 82, July 18th to August 31st, 1942; and Annex I to CTF 
62 Operation Plan A3-42. 

*•* Commander 8th Fleet's Estimate of the Situation regarding Am sr lot a 
landings on August Tin, 1342, ol. cind CTG TV»m«m*nt 

73645, May 7th, 1947. 





"The enemy vac in greet forcej but that no natter what the odds, the 
garrison would fight bravely to the last man, praying for everlasting 
victory."* This report certainly indicated that Tulagi was in danger of 
falling. 

The disruption of oonmmi oat ions from Tulagi denied Commander Outer 
South Seas Force the further information he desired of the an assy. Aoourate 
intelligence of the strength, disposition end activities of Allied forces 
was of primary importance in the promotion of his freedom of notion* Sea¬ 
planes had already commenced search operations at 0700 in the Tulagi sector* 
Undoubtedly he knew, as the Allies had discovered at the Battle of Midway, 
that seaplanes are generally unsuitable for reoonnalseance in an area 
where air opposition would be encountered* At any rate, additional 
searches were oowncnoed at 0900, employing land attack planes rather 
than seaplanes*** Cow wander FIFTH Air Attack Force EESOPORD Ho* 196, 

ordering his search, was timed at 0910,** ten minutes later than the 
actual tine of takeoff of the search planes*** The indications are that 
preliminary order# were given by Commander FIFTH Air Attack Foroe either 
by telephone or in conference, to his subordinate commander. Commander 
SECOND Air Group (who oondueted the searoh) and were followed up with 
confirmation by dispatch operation orders* The urgency of the searohes 
by land attack planes on August 7th is acoented by the fact that the 
directives for searohes on subsequent days were eaoh given on the day 
preceding. 


Three land-attack plsnas from the SECOND Air Croup oondueted recon¬ 
naissance missions to a radius of 700 miles from Rabaul over courses and 
lateral distances as followst 


Plane 
No. I 
No. 2 
No* 5 


Course Out 

~1 7ggTT 'j 


4170 

127® 



Lateral Distance 
60 miles to the left 
60 miles to the left 
60 miles to the right 


A study of these searohes, as depicted on Diagram "C", indicates that 
searohes by planes number two and three were well designed to oover the 
area in the vicinity of the Tulagi landing* The searoh of plan# number 
one oovered an Isolated aeotor interposed between Tulagi and the Australian 
mainland from where, as far as Commander Outer South Seas Force knew, the 
Allied landing forces may have been mounted* 


The offensive of Commander Outer South Seas Foroe included the 
immediate launching of air attacks on the Allied naval forces at Tulagi* 

At 0900, simultaneous to the departure of the searoh planes. Commander 
FIFTH Air Attack Force sent off an al. attack group composed of twenty-serf a 


* Co 5man3 er 8th Fleet* s Estimate of the Situation regarding American 
LarJlr or Aunu-t 194? on Guadalcanal and Tulagi, CIG Document 

75845, May 7th, 1947. 

•• Japanese Searoh Plans, August 7th-9th, 1942, CIG Document 74632, toy 
12th, 1947. 



o eamMnttM'w 

land attack planes of the FOURTH Air Group and eighteen Zsro fighters of 
the TfiTWiP Air Group** At about 1045 a second air attack group* composed 
cf sixteen Type-99 land-baaad carrier beabers of the SSCCSD Air Group, was 
l au nched to attack the Allied foroes at Tulagi.** This latter attaok 
group undoubtedly staged through the Japanese airfield at Buka Passage<> 
sin os the range capability of the carrier bombers would otherwise hare 
been inadequate for this operation.*** 

Commander Outer South Sees Fores "decided, depending on the results 
of the reeonnaissanoe and counterattacks of our air force to the south, 
to strike the anchored enemy c envoys at ri£it and&stroy them.** 

With this plan in mind, he organised a nasal force (hereinafter 
referred to as the Japanese Cruiser Force) composed of the CHOEAI ss flag¬ 
ship, the four hoary oruleers of CRUDIV SIX, the lifht cruisers TENRTO and 
TUHARI of CRUDIV SIGHTED! and the only arailable destroyer, the TQfAGI. 

This plan depended upon the reports from his reconnaissance planes 
launched at 0700 and again at 0900. It also oallad for aoourata infor¬ 
mation on the results of the two bombing attacks launched against the 
enemy, one at 0900 and the other at 1045. By 1110 the two search sea¬ 
planes had reached the 700 miles radius from Rabaul on tracks 107°(T) and 
117©(T), then proceeded on their sixty miles lateral lags, and at 1151 
headed bask to Sabaul* Their reconnaissance had been restricted, ss oan 
be seen by referring to Diagram "C", to the area northeast of the southern 
Solomons. The weather southeast of Tulagi was reported to be bad, making 
rweomalssanoe impossible.**** The enemy was not sighted.**** 

Commander Outer South Soas Foroe requested that a reeonnaissanoe plane 
be sent to Tulagi to wake direct observation of the results of the Japanese 
bombing attacks on the Allied chips there. At 1120, Commander FIFTH Air 
Attaok ftoroe ordered one land attack plane from the SECOND Air Foroe to 
proceed from Rabaul at 1146 to carry out this reeonnaissanoe mission at 
Tulagi and Guadalcanal.**** This plane actually took off at 1202,** * 

At 1205, tnvtf CBOKAI and CRUDIV SIX enroute from the gavieng Area to 
Rabaul, sigrted the YUXAGI approaohing the fonaation from a position 
fiftesn and one-half miles away on bearing 195°(?).***•* The YWAGI 


e Conzssndsr bth Fleet^ s Estimate of the Situation on Augusi m, is#; 
CIG Dooument 75845, May 7th, 1947* 

•* Strength and Disposition of 26th Air Flotilla on August 7th, 1942, 
CIG Dooument 74629, May 12th, 1947. 

••* "Japanese Aircraft Perfoiwanoa Characteristics", Technioal Air In¬ 
telligence Center (TAIC) Manual No. 1, OpHav 16-VT #501. 

• *** Japanese Searoh Flans, August 7th-9th, 1942, CIG Document 74652, 

May 12th, 1947. 

***** CRUDIV 6, Detailed Battle Report 4f6, Solomons Naval Action August 
7th-10th, 1942, CIG Dooument 86927, Jaw 27, 1947. 
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effected rendetvou* with the CBOKAI *t 1224 p and escorted har into Rabaul. 
CRUDIV SIX continuad on to Rabaul eeparated from the CHOKAI and YUNAGI»• 

▲t 1239, these Japanese oruiserc had raaohad a position about twenty- 
fira miles north of Rabaul and sighted thirteen Allied B-17s attacking 
Rabaul•* The cruisers prepared to repel air attacks, and maneuvered to 
the westward until 1243 whan the B-17s disappeared,* Although this 
cruiser force was sighted and reported by the B-17s, it was not attaoked. 

So far as the Japanese cruiser commanders could surmise, the airfields at 
Rabaul ware more profitable targets for tha B-17s than ware tha cruisers. 

The Japanese air units at Rabaul endeavored to repel tha B-17 attack 
group, employing tha twenty-one Zero fighters at Rabaul.** They succeeded 
in destroying one B-17,*** but suffered damage to seven fighters of the 
TUXAV Air Group and to one fighter of the SECOND Air Group.** 

By 1307 the three Japanese land attack planes on search missions 
arrived at the outer limit of their sectors. They proceeded along their 
respective oroes-legs, end at 1328 turned back toward Rabaul (where they 
landed at 1735). The combined reoennaissanoe of both land and seaplane 
searches detected one Allied seaplane in Task Force 63 Sector IV and the 
Allied ships at anchor in the Tulagi-Guadalcanal Area,**** Perhaps the 
Japanese search plane on leg 127©(T) from Rabaul was dlsoouraged by bad 
weather (reported by the Japanese in the southern Solomons and reported by 
Allied search planes in Sector I and II) and had turned back before he 
reached the Allied Air Support Foroe (TG 61.1) which was operating in his 
search sector. The Allied oarriers reported a heavy overcast sky, but con¬ 
ducted flight operations below -this overcast in good visibility,***** 

At 1325, the first Japanese air attack struck at the Allied ships at 
Guadalcanal. This actaok group snoountered the opposition of Allied 
©arrier-based fighters and anti-alroraft fire from the Allied ship• It 
suffered the following casualties t three attaek planes and two flghtors 
shot down, two attack planes made emergency landings, and nineteen attaok 
planes and two fighters were damaged.** The Japanese in turn succeeded in 
shooting down nine Allied filters and in dropping all bombs. No hits were 
made on the Allied ships, however, since the bombs fell well clear of the 
surface targets, landing between the transports and the orulsers.****** 


* CRUDIV 6 Detailed Battle Report ^6, Solomons Naval Action August 
7th-10th, 1942, CIO Document 86927, June 27th, 1947. 

** Strength and Disposition of 25th Air Flotilla on August 7th, 1942, 
CIG Document 74629, Kay 12th, 1947. 

*** Operation Report, Allied Air Foroes, Southwest Pacific Area for 
August 7th, 1942, 

*•*• Japanese Search Plans, August 7th-9th, 1942, CIG Document 74632, 
May 12th, 1947. 

***** War Diary, ENTERPRISE, August 1942, 

****** War Diary, AMERICAN LEGION, August 1942, Report of Action off 
Guadalcanal, August 7th, 1942. 



At 1350, the CKOKaI and TUHAGI arrived and anchored in aid* Rabaul 
Harbor. CHUDI7 SIX arrived outside Rabaul at 1401 where these four 
cruiser# oanduoted anti-submarine search patrols with their soouting planes 
until 1460 in accordance with orders from Comwander EIGHTH Fleet.* There¬ 
after the cruisers' scouting planes were recovered and CEtJIHV SIX r@».iatd 
underway, awaiting the CBOEAI's departure fron Rabaul. 

At 1440, Cowander EIGHTH Fleet decided to oomaand the cruiser force 
in person* He therefore hoisted his flag in tir* CHOKAI,** and made pre¬ 
parations to get underway* 

Ha realised that as Commander Cruisar Foroe, ha would be deniad the 
full freedom of action that he exercised at Rabaul as Comnwnder Outer South 
Seas Foroe and Costoander EIGHTH Fleet. He also realised that he would be 
eepeoially United in rommunioations, since the CHOKAI would probably have 
to operate under radio silanes. In wirin g hia decision xo oomaand the 
or ulcer foroe in person, his reasoning tharafore is assumed to have been 
that as the Japanese attaok on the Allied foroes at Tulagl must be gotten 
underway immediately under a competent oommandsr, and as ha ins the senior 
and moat experienced flag offioer in the area, Who was fully familiar with 
the planned operations, he should properly command it* He taew of course 
that Commander ELE7HITH Air Flaet was on route to Rabaul to relieve him 
that day and that his ovm status as Commsndsr Outer South Seas Foroe would 
terminate in a matter of hours, in any event* This reasoning is oonsidered 
correct* 

The ueeond Japanese air attaok group, composed of sixteen oarrier- 
type bombers, wad# its attaok on the Allied ships at about 1600* This 
group had no fighter esoort, for the twenty-one fighters remaining in 
Rabaul (aftar the first air attaok group took off for Tulagi) were retain¬ 
ed there for local air defense against B-l? raids* Consequently, the flight 
ooswander of the carrier bombers employed the tactic of dividing hie force 
into two attack groups, one of which attracted the Allied fighter* thereby 
allowing the other to make ita attaok unopposed.. The unopposed attack 
group wde ana hit cm the MUOFORD* The opposed attaok group made no hits, 
but suffered the loss of six bombers and damage to three which made emer¬ 
gen oy landings 

At 1521 the lend attaok plana (sent out from Rabaul at noon) reached 
the Tulagi-Guadalcanal Area, conducted his reconnaissance and made his 
report to Rabaul by radio* By 1530 Commander Outer South Seas Foroe had 
an intelligence suwary**** compiled Jointly from his reoonnaissaaoe and 


* dRtfolV 6 Detailed Battle Report Solomons Kavai Action August 7th- 
10th, 1842, WDC Document 160897* 

•• War Diary 8th Fleet, August 7th-10th, 1942, CIO Dooument 74623, May 
12th, 1947. 

Strength and Disposition of 26th Air Flotilla on August 7th, 1942, 
CIG Dooument 74629, May 12th, 1947* 

*•** Japanese Search Plans, August 7th-9th, 1942, CIG Dooument 74632, l>sy 
12th, 1947* 



attacking pluM» afedah it quoted m folloni 

"(*•) ftiaqr making Undlnp on Guadalcanal air bases three fires on 
tb* airfield* 

(b) Om fir# la tha area of the Talari seaplane base* 

(•) 3km heavy cruisers* several destroyers, and about thirteen 
transports off Tulagi.. 

(d) Several destroyers and ewa ty-seven traas;y rfcr off Guadalcanal 
air base* 

(e) Proa 1820 to 1440 there sere sixty to se v en t y ensny planes over 
the anchored transports* 

(f) it about 1990 no enemy planes were sighted over the enohorage."* 

This intelligence wary eas soasehat in error as regards the son- 
position of tho ill led foroos In the Tulagi-Ouadaloanal Area* Ths nuabsr 
of transports reported vms tnioo tho aotual* Ths nuabsr of oruissrs and 
destroyers reported was far less than ths nuabsr present. The reason for 
ths errors atens froa ths short tins spent over ths target area by the 
reoaunalssanee plane at 1921* The tine of takeoff* tine of landing* and 
cruising speed of this plane** indioats that it preossdsd directly to tho 
Tulagi-Oiadaloanal Area and returned promptly to Rabaul with no aoro then 
a single raep past Tulagi end Guadalcanal. This intelligence sumary 
reported the presence of Allied oarrier-based aircraft at Tulagi but gave 
no infomation as to tho location of the carriers* It did constitute, 
however* the results of ths rsconnaiseanoe and air attack missions* upon 
vhioh the plan of Cewmnder Outer Sou t h Seas force depended. 

It is obvious that Pounder Outer South Seas Force dooided tenta¬ 
tively that his plan for a night surfaoe attack upon the Allied foross 
at Tulagi and (hiadaleenal was feasible* sines he embarked upon it vrithin 
the hour* So still would have the benefit of air roooonalssanoo and air 
attacks on the Allied forces on August 8th while he was «n route to his 
ob.lootive* 


Onus inter Outer South Sees Poroe then organised hie oownend to 
function during hie absence froa Rabaul* The weight of cvldenoe*** 


mr t - gg tos s smXT as r , - 

May 12th* 1947* 

•• Technical Air Intelliganee Center (TAIC) Menu el Bo* 1* OyMar 18-TT-$01 
"Japcneae Aircraft - porformnss characteristic*" 

Mar Wary 8th Pleat* ingest Tth-lOth* 1942* CIO Doeumnt 74998, My 
19th* 1947* end Composition of 8th Fleet an August 7th* 1942* CIO 
Dooumnt 74838* Huy 12th* 1947* 
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indicates that th# command of tha Outer South Soaa Foroa mi turaad ortr 
to Commander SLKVENTH Air Float, that tha operational oontrol of warioue 
unit# and tha administration of EIGHTH Float affairs mas kept aahora at 
Rabaul, taas|x>r#rily undar tha oognlssnoe of Commander XLSYBfTH Air Float, 
and that Commander EIGHTH Float, himself, ratainad full oeamand ortr that 
part of tha EIGHTH Float mhioh aonatitutad tha Japanasa Cruiaar ForoOr. 

For tha purpose of this analysis and to indicate tha spoolaliiad nature 
of this spacific operation, Commander SIGHTS Float mill ba knots* herein¬ 
after as Coanander Cruiser Foroa* 

At 1628 Commander Cruiser Foroa departed Rabaul in his flagship 
tha CHOKAI aoooapmiied by tha TERR YU, TTJBARI and YUNAGI to oonduot a night 
surfaoa attaok on tha Allied shipe at Tulagl and Guadalcanal** By 1710 
ha had olaarad tha harbor and its approaches sufficiently to order a line 
formation, steaming in Condition of Readiness 05JE** At 1756, ha ordered 
a sigsag plan with all ships asking simultaneous turnso* 

At 1805, ha radioed Commander CRUDIV SIX, mho had besn underway out¬ 
side Rabaul, malting to join up, tha following meesages "The CRUDIV SIX 
mill place iteelf to tha roar of tha CHOKAI*”** 

CRUDIV SIX than executed a change of course and joined in column 
astern of tha CB08AI in an alert oruising disposition,** heading southeast 
through St* Georgs's Channel* This oruising disposition is judged to harne 
bean tha same as that ordered by Commander Cruiser Foroa on August 8th,*** 
with tha CHOKAI and CRUDIV SIX In ooluan screened against submarines by 
tha YU BARI on tha starboard bom and tha THTRYU (followed in column by tha 
YUHAGX) on the port bom* Zlgsagging mas not continued after tha joln-up 
of CRUDIV SIX, beoauee of sunset and tha approaoh of darkness* 

At 1945, tha Japanese Cruiser Force was detected by the Allied sub¬ 
marine S-38 in such a oruising disposition, headed on course 140°(T) at 
high speed, passing through 6 point eight miles mast of Cape St* Georgs?*** 
The Japanese ships mars unaware of this oontaet, end mars not attaoked 
because the 3-38 was too close to them***** 

At 2030, Commander Cruiser Force reached a position twenty miles 
due south of Cape St* George and ordered oourse 080°(T) to pass north of 
Buka Island during the nlghto His 2400 position mas twenty miles distant 
on bearing 285°(T) from Cape Henpan, taka Island* 


• War Diary 8th Meet, August 7th-l0th, 1942, CIO Dooucint 74633, 
¥ay 12th, 1947* 

** CRUDIV 6 Detailed Battle Report #8, Solomons Karal Action, August 
7th-10th, 1942, WDC Doouraent 160997, June 27th, 1947* 

*** COMEIGHTH Fleet Slgpal Order 26* 

**** War Diary S-38, August 1942* 
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OommnA ar Outar South Soot Ybroo ordarad four aubnarinoa of SUBBCR 
MfHf to prooood on inout Tth to Tttl«(l for obtarvution, roocnnaiasanoo 
md ottaoko on Alliod surfBoo ahipo. Tha naToaants of tho firs unito of 
SQMfll ssm OB August 7th uoroi 

(b) BO-S3i m rout# to Tulagi fwn its station in tho Papua Saa, 
uhoro it had sunk a mil frsigbtor on August 7th. 

(to) B0»S4t k routs froa ooat ooast of Australia to tha rioialty of 
Part toraaby. 

(a) 1*121» Dapartod Bahaul shout sunsot Augaat 7th for Tulagi. 

(d) 1*112 1 At Bahaul. (Dsparturo for Tulagi uas dolaysd twooty- 
foar hours) 

(o) I-l£5i Dapartod Tmk for Tulagi. 

ftoa oontast aado on tho 1*111 in St. Ooorgs’s Channol hy tha Allisd 
autoaartao 8»SS fins tha 1400 position of tha 1*111 as abort thirty niloa 
das south of Saps St. Ooerga. Tho adtoight position of tho BO-33, B0-S4 
and X*US aro not tooas. 


MUTI 
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CHAPTER V 


ALLIED CPERATICWB 

0662, August 7th to 2400, August 7th 


(a) OPBRATIObS OF CTF 62 (Co—isnder Aaghlhlous Foroe) 

At 0662, August 7th, the entire Amphibious Poroe had arrived on sta¬ 
tion at the objective area, Ae ha* been point*«1 out earlier. Transport 
Squadron YOKE had anohored off Tulagi at 0657, about one-half hour behind 
sohedule, and Transport Squadron XRAI had reached the berths asaipied to it 
off Guadalcanal Beach at 0660, 

At 0662, CTF 62 signalled to all interested commanders and ships of 
TF 62 the ZERO hour (the tine of the first landing in the Guadalcanal Area) 
would be 0910.* 

At 0716 Commander Transport Group YOKE likewise signalled that H hour 
(the tiae of the initial landing at Tulagi) would be 0600,* The Karines of 
the Tulagi lan din g Group landed unopposed at 0800 and the Marines of the 

penal Landing Group landed unopposed at 0915,* This landing without 
opposition was an Interesting and unexpected p h e n o m e n on which set a pattern 
for J apane se operations in defense of their islands in the Pwoifio war al¬ 
though it was not recognised at the tine, Whenever the Japanese could 
retire as at Guadalcanal and Tulagi they did so in order to avoid the de¬ 
structive offact of Allied bomber (teent. Whenever they oould not retire as 
st Gavutu and T&nambogo, they stood and fought courageously and fiercely, 

Por the initial and subsequent landing operations, gunfire support was 
provided by Fire Support Groups LCWB (at Tulagi) and BIKE (at Guadalcanal) 
against becoh emplacements and enemy installations. The planes of the Air 
Support Force (TO 61.1) provided eir oover and facilitated the lendings by 
strafing and bombing enemy positions. The operations of the Amphibious 
Foroe prooeedsd without interruption throughout the morning. After com- 
pletion of mineswweping operations at 1100, CTF 62 moved the transports of 
Squadron KRAY closer to the shore, and anchored within 2000 yards of the 
beaoh to expedite unloading. 

At about 1150, CTF 62 received ^ warning from CIWCPAC that the Japan¬ 
ese air command at Rabaul had seventeen fighters end eighteen long-range 
bombers available whioh were being sent to attaok TF 62.** Shortly there¬ 
after CDfCPAC warned the SOPAC forces: "Enemy submarines enroute to attaok 


* War Mary CTF 62, August 15421 

** CIKCPAC Dispatch 062526, August 19*2 to CCMSOPACFOR, CTF 61, CTF 62, 
COMSOKRSPAC. 




Allied oooupation forces at Tulagi.* 


At about 1100 tha Marina* landed at Qavvtu and anoountereu •arioua 
opposition ahloh oontlnuad throughout tha day. An air mid alart mis 
broadoast ahloh interrupted tha unloading operation*. Transport Squadron 
X8AT at (hndaloanal re m ained at anchor, but Squadron TOO at TUlagi got 
underway. At ISIS, tha fir.t Jqntn air attaok grop, oonaieting of 
teenty-eeren bonbera ad aighteen fighters, arrived and eomosntratod their 
full attaok on tha aaohorod transports at Guadalcanal. This attnok eat 
■nde by high level bobbing froai 8.000 to 10.000 feat and affaoted no dam- 
ago to any ship of TP 62.** It was driven off with tha loss to the Japan¬ 
ese of tmo boabera and toao fighters, and dnaage to ulna taw bonbars. At 
about 1600 tha eeoond J apan s e s air attaok group, oonsisting of sixteen 
carriar-typ* bonhara taotioally operating in two divisions of sight planes, 
attnokad. Tha Allied fighters opposed ana group aid shot down six bonbars 
•nd damaged tha rest. Tha other Japanaaa bomber group oloaad tha surfho© 
shipa at Guadalcanal unopposed by Allied fighters, but sue seeded only in 
attaining a hit on tha destroyer MOQPOBD. This hit did not prevent tha 
1SJGF0BD fron performing bar assigned dutias.ee 

Tha unloading of equipment «d ai^pllas fron tha trmsporta and cargo 
shipa had bean delayed in all areas because of tha noiswoa affeot of tha 
Japanaaa air attaoks uhioh othanrlsa had delivered but alight dm nge to 
TF 61. Tha unloading at Magi and Oavutu had bean delayed additionally 

severe flirting ashors.ee C cnsequ s ntl y. CTF 81 pressed the urgency 
of unloading opamtlona throughout tha night, using ns pessary lights.ee 

During tha operations of August 7th, CTF 81 had bean ocnfroated with 
several mommy capabilities. His fores had haw attacked by land-based air- 
oraft from Babanlj it had bean attacked by carrier-type hos i er s which 
withdraw to the westomrdi and it oould expect to be harassed by J^aneee 
submarines. He beowe ware of the danger threatening to his ocsaaand fron 
J^enese forces including carriers that night approeoh from labaul. He 
^oene ecnoerned over the extent of the Allied land-based searches in that 
direction. Ho knw that the seaplane searches of CTF 68 would be extanded 
on the next day, August 8th, in Seotor IF to 860 miles an r tins it of 
Maxmasike Istuary but mould reaoh no further east than 818°(T) from that 
point of origin. Ha know that In tha direction of febeul, tha northern 

of CTF 63*s Seotor II reaohed no farther than tha eouthara tip of 
Cholsmu Island and that beyond that point search md rceonnaissano# de¬ 
pended upon the cooperation of S0NB8PAC aircraft. Ha therefore sent a 
dispatch to CTF 88 at 1742 stating* "The plan of search for D pint One 
Day (August 8th) docs not oover seotor 290 to 818 degrees fron XalM ta. 
Soutfawaat Paoiflo is responsible for this sector, bat I oonsidar a morning 
search by you is neoessary for adequate cover."** CTF 81, in making this 


± Uiapaioh Q0Z3&, 1 August 'IMS bo CC 

CCM80IVB8PAC. 
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** Mar Diarv CTF 62, Auguat 1942, 

**• CTF 62 dlspatoh 070842, Auguat 1942, to CTF 63. 



request, demonstrated a kaan appreciation of the crer-changing situation, 
for it was through this area that the Japanese Cruiser For©# passed on 
August 8th without detection by the search planes of CTP 63* 

Sunset was at 1816} and the screening group took stations at 1830 to 
protect the transports in the disposition described in detail in the next 
section. 

At 2242. CTF 62 waa informed by CCSGOPACFGfi that an tommy submarine 
had been reported in Latitude 10°-(8), Longitude 162°(B) • This position 
was that of Laid: Shoal, sixty miles east of Guadalcanal Island. This was 
an erroneous report, for no Japanese submarines were in the area. It is 
mentioned here as the reported presence of Japanese submarines probably 
influenced CTf 62*a oonoept of his freedom of aotiosu 

At 2400, CTF 62 reoelved a message from CCM3CME3PAC reporting (a) the 
oontaot made by 30RE8PAC B-17’s at 1231, August 7th on four oruissrs and 
ons destroyer on a masterly course in a position twaoty-fire miles north of 
Rabaul, and (b) the contact made also by CCHSORSFAC B-17s on six uniden¬ 
tified ships in St. George's Channel on oourae southeast.* This dispatch 
was del eyed in the SCHRSPAC Area for almost eleven hours, as the difference 
between the time of oontaot and the time group of the message well shows. 
Beoauee of the extensive surface ship traffic in the Rabaul Area, the two 
reports in this massage may not have indicated to CTF 62 the southward 
movssmnt of the Japanese Cruiser Force. But it should havs served to re¬ 
mind him of in additional Japanese capability - that of attacking IF 62 
with a foroa of oruisers and destroyers. 

(b) OPERATIONS OF ALLIED SCHEHTUG GR00P 

Since the Battle of Savo Island was directly concerned with the ^ 

Screening Group, including Fire Support Groups LOVE and KHZ, a discussion 
of the disposition assumed by these groups for the night defense of the 
landing areas is herewith presented* 

The disposition assumed is that shown in Plate IT. The night soreen 
wab oomposed of three main groups and of two anti-submarine and radar 
pioksts. The three main groups were to destroy or beat off hostile aur- 
faoe foroes which attempted to enter Iron Bottom Sound.** *** The anti-sub¬ 
marine and radar pickets ware to give warning of the approaoh of hostile 
surface foroes and of submarines.**• CTO 62.6 instructed the anti-submarine 
and radar plokets as follows t In the event of on oneaqr surface force being 
detected, liaillate report was to be made. The force was to be shadowed 


w ’>.•{>.< rm? m vjv i»;u v m vi > i m . mna m t* 


•* CTO 62.6 Speoial Instructions to Screening Group md Tassels 
Temporarily assigned August 1942, para. 3(b). 

*** Ibid, para. 6* 
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•nd frequently reported* and when about to be engaged by oruisors, the 
destroyer* In contact might be ordered to illuminate the ene^r force with 

searohlighta.* 

(1) Night Disposition 

The station* taken by the Screening Groups at 1830 were as follows* 

(a) The "AUSTRALIA" Group, commended by CTG 62.6, wa* ocspcaed of the 
three cruisers AUSTRALIA. CANBERRA and CHICAGO in 

yards, and the anti-submarine screening destroyers PATTERN “^AGLEY, 
which were on station about 2000 yards on either b« of th* 

This Group was patrolling back and forth at twelve knots in it* assign 

area south of .'line dra^n 126®(T) fro. the center of Save ^ 

of Longitude 180°-04'E. It* cour.es averaged 125 (T) in an 

motion and 303°(T) in a westerly direct - on - jjj 

about twelve miles. Its western limit bore 148 (T) distant 

from the southern tip of Save Island* and if ^-^linit 

TicO fm\ ^ - ta n '*' nilm rroai mnxm roiuw **«» —•—j - - 

on the^western”flank, and the RAGLEY on the eastern flank, regardless of 

course* in or out. 

(b) The "VINCENNES" Group, commanded by the Commanding Oflioer of the 
Vinoenne*, was composed of VINCENNES, ASTORIA, QUINCY, in ^ 

screened by JARVIS and HELM. This Group und ® no, y,* t f . t ®" k ?° t i * a °gS 
of the I25°(T) limiting line from Savo Island and west of Longitude 160° 

This group was Steaming clockwise around the perimeter of a square 
five miles on e^h side, the center of which was in La^09°-07 S„ Long. 
159°-57*-12' , E.** Each trip around the square covered twenty miles. Tne 
corners of the square were on the north-south and east-west diagonals from 
the center, which was the reference point. Plate IV shows that the wes 
corner of the square was about three mile, from tovo . 

'ornar was about five miles frera the eastern limit of the RALPH TALBOj. s 
patrol. Th. lloit of th. V'HCZmS patrol ... th, lOO^f.thom cu.-ao. 

The VINCENNES Group commenced the patron o* the perimeter ’ 

passing through the west comer of this square at 2000 on course 045 (T). 

It changed course 90° to the right every thirty minutes w_th such adj a * 
ments of speed a. were necessary to pas. through each comer on schedule. 

(c) The "SAN JUAN" Group, commanded by CTG 62.4, was composed of the 
SAK jOa», HOBART aoraanad by U0.1SSB» andBUCHA11AS. It »»d.r«.y at flf- 
teen knots in its assigned area e-st of Longitude 160 -04 E. It patrolled 
on a north-south line, the length of which was about ten miles. 


-TTO~6 2.6 SpecI Vl '^natruo-irfons to Screening Group end Vessels 

Temporarily Assigned, August 1942, para. 6. / , s/fOOBGOl 

w Action Report ASTORIA, Battle of Savo Island, Serial AP< 7/A.6-3/(00600j 

August 20th, 1942, 
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(A) Th# enti-subwnrine #nd radar picket, were on station to the west- 

— rH ind northward of Saro Island. Th# RALPH TALBOT was on patrol on a 
ward and northwardo iggo.gg'B. and position Lat. 

line b#tww#n position Lat. 08°-5»’S.. Long. oo *• J 2s2 o fT \ th# 

noO-nna Lone 159°-49*S. H#r courses wer# on 072°(T) and ZSZ (TJ. «• 

a lin# brt~« position Lat. 09O-06’S.. Long. 169<>- 

— - —* 

th# length of #aoh patrol was six and on#-half wil#s. 

(n) Th# r«aining d#stroy#rs of TO 62.6. notably theSKlJRIDGK, HEB- 
U5T and W’JPORD. regained with the transports on anti-sutosarino sor.eni g 

stations. 

(2) CTO 62.S 1 # Instructions 

Th. night di.po.ition ... dr»m up In It. hro.d ..p.ot. by CTO 62.S, 

sa£ z ^ 

« «! - 5 ? r- 

xiax vneo an vawmj w» —-- — ■ _ < j 

oonroy snd that Allied nawml fore#, b# concnr.ra^a so ” ? 

zLvrzt&z smjs= wis 

# m iii should rwi* <n int#rpos«d between th# *n«y and that 

22! T. that th. .nt».lt. Allied.lr 

warning of th# approach of #n«cqr surfao# units, 
that i 

(.) If both th. AUSTRALIA «nd vraCBWSS Oroup. »r. ord.r.d to .tt.o)c 
th. <!», It «. hi. iutontion th.t th. VrScmSS Oroup .hould Ml tnd.- 
££5*.f th. -o.-H.nt. of th. AUSTRALIA Oroup .. .. to (W. P~t..t 
wutual support. 

(b) It ... Hi. lntMtion that th. d..trty.r. of •«>>.££* “f *£. 

.hould oouo.utr.t. und.r th.lr » 

or C0tfC*3!UV S#r#n) and attack th# ans^y with xorp#oows 

soon as th# #n«y was being #ff#otir#ly #ngag#d by AlU#d oruisars. 

(c) Lf ord#r#d to for* a striking fore#. *11 *”*™y*” ? JSELn 
Pour lias th# BLOB and RALPH TAI.BOT, should oonoantrat# under 

- ’ a n qgT.FRtnfW fir# ailss northwest of Saro Island. In th# 

«».. •tfikins fore. -o»ld .t o"”**”*^ 

with full outfit of torp#do*s and th#n Maintain touch fro* th# westward. 
£ .Sm»f£o. ™?d .»*.*. th. ««* in gdn notion -h« o« orui..r. 


TTTfrRTOpWo'ial tnstruoti'onT^ To>V^rng *<S'-«p» C^/#V*eTs 
T#*spor*rily Aseignsd, August 19*2. 



eugaged, provided it was quite clear that onn forces were not in the line 
of fire, and the destroyer* must be prepared to illuminate the enemy tar¬ 
gets for own cruiser gunfire.* 

These instructions were written with the conviction that the enemy 
would be looated by aircraft at such distance that the destroyers would 
have time to concentrate into a squadron organisation and to rendesvous 
five miles northwest of Savo Island. No provision can be found in CTG 
62.6's instructions for night action in the event of a surprise raid by 
enemy surface ships deteoted only after they had gotten within gun range. 
This was the actual situation which resulted in the Battle of Savo Island. 

Eaoh screening group oonmander operated independently of the other 
group cosnandere. Connuander VINCENNES Group notified the other group com¬ 
manders of his planned operations, but he was not in turn advised by them 
as to their planned operations.** 

CTO 62.6 stated that the consideration that the cruisers VINCENNES, 
QUINCY and ASTORIA had not operated under his command before they joined 
him just prior to the rehearsals at Koro Island, July 28th, led him to 
decide to employ them ae a separate tactical group. He stated that he had 
never had an opportunity to confer with, or even meet, the Commanding Of¬ 
ficers of the above ships nor to issue them the standing instructions whioh 
he had issued his own task force.*** It seems somewhat dubious that no 
opportunity had presented itself to issue these instructions or to exeroise 
taotioally for drill purposes the forces he would have under his oommand at 
Tulagi.**** Could not the instructions have been delivered by destroyer* 

^4 4-V% awtvI anaf ^ ATT m Kv Vv%4*.Vi vi anAl ari d ▼oion iQAftnsf I*fc ft.DD0ft.r8 thut SDplA 

TT TMt WA y ■ VAVMW -- --- * — — —---- - 4 A 

time was available for appropriate tactioal exercises while in the vicinity 
of Koro Island and while enroute to the objective, 

(5) Disoussion of Night Disposition 


* CTG 62.6 Speoial Instruction* to Screening Groups and Vessels 
Temporarily Assigned, August 1942. 

** Personal Interview by Captain Frederick L. Reifkohl, USN, Commanding 
Officer, VINCENNES, recorded January 26th, 1946 by the Chief of Naval 
Operations, Office of Naval Records and Library, 

*** Report of Admiral Arthur J. Hepburn, USN(Ret) to CINCPAC, May 13th, 

1943 on Informal Inquiry into the Circumstances Attending the Loss of 
the VINCENNES, eto. on August 9th, 1942, para. 92, page 41. 

**+* Memorandum February 10th, 1943 by Camdr. H.B. Heneberger, USN, QUINCY 
to Admiral Arthur J. Hepburn, USN(Ret) relative to "Additional Informa¬ 
tion in regard to tho ex-U.3.S, QUINCY" at the Battle of Savo Island, 
August 9th, 1942, para. 4, page 2. 
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There la considerable doubt aa to the soundness of the above disposition 
and plan* for the following reasons* 

(a) The radar and anti-sutmmrin* screen consisting only of the BLUE 
and RALPH TALBOT was entirely Inadequate. The two destroyers oould have 
been as for as twenty ailes apart when at the opposite ends of their patrol 
lines. They oould hare been as olose toge'.iier as six and one-half wiles 
at the nearest points of their patrols. This was possible because the 
tiaing of their course changes was not coordinated so as to asintain a uni¬ 
form distance between then. Actually at OHO, August 8th, when the Japanese 
Cruiser Force passed bet w ee n them on ita way into Iron Bottom Sound, they 
were about fourteen miles spart. 

The two destroyer pickets were equipped with 8 C radars whicu g*v* * 
reliable range of from four to ten miles.** It was thought likely at the 
time that a destroyer-type ship oould not spproaoh closer to a radar- 
equipped ship than eight or nine miles without being detected.** Unfor¬ 
tunately, the effectiveness of the radar aquipssant of the BUIE and RAIPH 
TALBOT on their assigned stations near Savo Island was adversely affeoted 
by the closeness of land, and this situation necessitated the usual stand¬ 
ard of alertness on the part of lookouts. 

The anti-submarine detection range of the aonio devices of the two 
destroyers varied from a few hundred to about Wo thousand yards, depending 
upon the sonic characteristics of the water at the tive. 

It would have been wiser had at least Wo additional destroyers been 
assigned to the outer screen so that their sWtions would have been no more 
than five miles apart. In that case, any two adjacent destroyers would 
have been no further apart than ten miles at any time, which distance was 
considered within reliable radar limits. As a further refinement, had 
their patrols been properly coordinated, they would always have remained 
approximately five miles apart. Despite the threat of submarine attack on 
the transports, against which CTP 62 took positive defensive measures, two 
additional destroyers oould well have been spared from the inner anti-sub¬ 
marine screens in the transport areas without having seriously reduced 
their effectiveness. 

The radius from the oruiser screening groups on which the radar pioket 
destroyers operated was insufficient. The RALPH TALBOT was not sufficiently 
distant from the VINCFWNES Group to give adequate warning of enemy approach. 
With the RALPH TALBOT at the easternmost extremity of its patrol line 
simultaneously with the VINCENNES Group at the northern point of its square, 
there was only five miles distanoe between them. Fiye miles was no more 

s A siwiisr oonoIusTon was arrived at by COlifhcd in his Battle Experience 
Bulletin No. 2 on Solomon Island* Actions August and September, 1942. 

** Radar Bulletin No, 1, The Tactical Use of Radar, United SWtea Fleet 
Headquarters of the Commander—in-Chief , March 1942. 
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than tha limit of night visibility in the exiatent weather conditions. 

Had the optimum of radar effectiveness been obtainable, the RALPH TALBOT 
might possibly hare given a warning about f ifte en minutes before an enemy 
could close to within gun range of the VINCENNES Group from the northward; 
but "land interference" denied this degree of radar effectiToneaa. Thia 
analysis ia equally applicable to the BLUB'a radius of patrol from the 
AUSTRALIA Group but to a considerably less degree, since the patrol of the 
BLUE was approximately normal to that of the AUSTRALIA Group. CCMSOPAC 
commented on this formation as follows t* "The orders to the Radar Guard 
were faulty in requiring them to ’shadow* an enemy force and report them 
frequently. Time and spaoe did not permit the employment of tactics of 
this nature. A higi speed enemy foroe would have arrived dangerously close 
to the objective before our destroyers oould have instituted tracking or 
•shadowing* tactics. The implied restriction on, and lack of definite 
instructions covering the use of searchlights by the Radar Guard was un¬ 
fortunate. In the restricted waters in which the Screening Group was 
stationed, the underlying concept of instructions issued should have been 
to reveal the presence of enemy vessels in the quickest most positive man¬ 
ner, and this called for the use of searchlights for that purpose, if 
contact were made." 

(b) The disposition of the heavy cruisers of the Amphibious Force in 
two main screening groups - the AUSTRALIA Group and the VINCENNES Group - 
to defend the approaches to the transport areas precluded the proper con¬ 
centration of their total strength against Japanese forces threatening 
from the west. In addition to the lack of coordination of the planned 
operations of these two groups, as already pointed out, there was but little 
exchange of information between them. Ib was possible for these two groups 
to be as much as seventeen miles apart when the VINCENNES Group was at the 
northern extremity of its square and the AUSTRALIA Group was at the eastern 
extremity of its patrol line. It was also possible, because of unknown 
currents, for these two groups to be so close together when the VINCENNES 
Group was at the southern extremity of its square and the AUSTRALIA Group 
was near the western end of its patrol line as to seriously interfere with 
one another, 

Coomander VINCENNES Group had objeoted to this disposition by dispatch 
to CTG 62.6 pointing cut the defect whereby the two groups oould beoome 
foul of one another. He informed CTG 62,6 of his plan of patrolling clock¬ 
wise so that when, the two groups were near eaoh other he would always be 
heading out on course 315°(T) in order to reduce this danger to a minimum.** 


* Report of Admiral Aj*t!hur J. fiepbura, UsH(ket) to d/TfJlit*AC Nay 13th, 

1943 on Informal Inquiry into the Circumstances Attending the Loss of 
the VINCENNES, eto. on August 9th, 1942, para. 80(6), page 36, 

♦♦ Personal Interview by Captain Frederick L. Reifkohl, USH, Commanding 
Offioer, VINCENNES, recorded January 26th, 1945, by the Chief of Naval 
Operations, Offioa of Naval Reoords and Library, 
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At the acme tijaa he requested CTG 62,6 to give him the plan of operation 
of the AUSTRALIA Group for the night* CTO 62.6 failed to do so, and the 
result was that Coamander VINCENNES Group never knew for one moment where 
the AUSTRALIA Group was during the night.* This objection of the Commander 
VINCE N N ES Group to the night disposition ordered provides a olue aa to the 
reason why the Cownander VINCENNES Group, aa well as the Commanding Of¬ 
ficers of the ASTORIA and QUINCY, felt that the Japanese ahipe which later 
attaoked them war* probably friendly. 

In establishing this night disposition, CTG 62.6 had cheated a situa¬ 
tion in which his forces were divided into two equal screening groups 
composed of three heavy cruisers and two destroyers. Each group possessed 
less fighting strength than the reported Japanese cruiser concentration of 
four heavy cruisers and three light oruisers in the Bismarck Sea area. By 
this division of his force", CTG 62.6 made possible the chances for s Japan¬ 
ese surface force of approximately equal strength to concentrate ite full 
foroe on each of his screening groups and knook them out in succession. 

It oannot be determined why he deemed it neoessary or desirable to divide 
his foroes. It would be interesting to diaoover how he expected to obtain 
mutual support between these two groups, since he had made it a)moat impos¬ 
sible in an emergency to concentrate his foroes into one large group, 
should he have the oocasion to do so. 

Would it not have been wiser for CTG 62.6 to have combined the 
strength of his six heavy oruisers in one formation? For example, one of 
several possible dispositions oould have been a column of six cruisers 
operating on a patrol line about five miles southeast of Savo Island normal 
to the bearing line of 126°(T) from the center of that island, soreened 
against submarines by two destroyers in the van and two in the rear. 

C han »"-a of oourse oould have been either by column movement or by sifln\l- 
tanc turn. The resulting formation would have provided the following 
siren L a factors* 

(a) A probable gunfire advantage with the possible orossing of the 

"Tee", 

(b) A possibility of avoiding enemy torpedo attack by a simple ships 
turn of approximately 90° to the right or left to comb the enemy torpedo 
traoks by paralleling their most probable tracks. 

(o) A reduction of confusion which might have resulted from a more 
oemplex formation in which the Commanding Officers of the American and 
Australian ships were maneuvered together for the first time. 


♦ fotfmmU ~fr><umrwl«*w by Captain Frederick L« foelfkohl. USW, Commanding 
Officer, VINCENNES, recorded January 26th, 1945, by the Chir? of Naval 
Operations, Office of Naval Records and Library. 





(d) In Tie* of the interior line* a maximum concentration in minimum 
time might be brought against any enemy aurfaoe foroo® attacking from the 

west. 

Since but one flag officer waa assigned to the western screening 
groups, this formation would have placed all •hips * f1 J 8 . f 

Sd'Xould have allowed the commanding officers to give their fuli atten¬ 
tion to fighting their respective ships, whioh in a night notion is of 
transoending importance «• 

(o) OPERATIONS OF CTF 61 (Comander Expe ditionary Force) 

Commander Expeditionary Force. CTF 61 who was responsible for the 
tactioal operations incident to the execution of Task ONE, remained in his 
flagship SARATOGA throughout the operations, Ehile so doing he s erve d as^ 
CTG%1,1,1 under CTG 61,1 who functioned as Offioer-in--actical Command of 
the Air Support Force throughout August 7th. Accordingly, he took a more 
active pern in the operations of the Air Support Force thanhe dldta the 
operations of the Amphibious Force. So far as he knew the Air Support 
Force had not been located by the Japanese, and he therefore r ®^rioted 
radio communications to the voice transmissions neoessary for the eonduot 
of the carrier-based aircraft. 

Since his position in the SARATOGA was far removed from the landing 
areas, ha allowed CTG 61.2 (CTF 62) to oonduot the anphibious operations 
according to plan, and to exeroise individual initiative to i.oet the chang¬ 
ing situation as it developed in Iron Bottom Sound and ashore wivh the 
landing feme. Perhaps if radio silence in the carriers had been of l..i 

. . %. _ _ j ..ta. ufaVan «av>* cniitrol OT8f tho wBphibioui 

.. .how, ttat h. f.lt ttat h. tad ait.Ml.hod . .tat, of mW MBd.r.tMd- 
lu with OTT 82 and ttat within tha linlta of roaponaiblllty and raaultjnt 
authority Clf 62 would not In aooordtaoa with hi. exprataed daalraa. rala 
is one of the fundamental requirements of command. 

The communications for the air operations wera handled by the Air Sup¬ 
port Director Group in the transport MCCAIfLEY at Guadalcanal, by which CTF 
62 controlled the air strike groups reporting to him ? ro * 13 ® 1# i’ ^ 

Direotcr Group had the voice call "ORANGE BASE". A standby Air Support^ 
Director Grou£ was set up with radio communications in the tranjgortjrevat* 
at Tulagi, and a fighter director unit with voioe call BUCK HASE" *V 
located in the CHICAGO to control the fighter oover for the entire Amphi 
Foroe. CTF 61 kept himself informed of the general oonduot of the opera 
tions of hia principal task groups by radio interception, voioe radio. 


I similar disposition was later employed at the 1 
in the Battle for Leyte Gulf October 25th, 1944. 
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visual signals or message drops* The carrier planes served to reoeive 
messages from CTF 62 via "ORANGE BASS" and to deliver then to their own 
ships or to CTG 81.1* who in turn relayed them by visual means to CTF 61. 
CTF 61 oould oomrannioate with CTF 62 in similar fashion. 


By the means of radio intercept CTF 61 reoeived CINCPAC's message* at 
about 1030 warning him of the seventeen fighters and eighteen bombers pro¬ 
ceeding from Rabaul to attaok his forces. Within fifteen minutes he reoeived 
another warning from CINCPAC that Japanese submarines had been ordered to 
proceed to Tulagi to attaok Allied foroos.** 

He became immediately aware of the attaoks of carrier-type bombers 
over Quadaleanil a few minutes before 1600, and promptly sent a visual mes¬ 
sage to CTG 61.1 (which the latter received at 1646) suggesting a morning 
air searoh on August 8th toward Rabaul* in view of the enemy oarrier re¬ 
ported there,*** 


Within the next hour he re-estimated the situation presented by the 
possible additional threat of a Japanese oarrier in the Solomon Sea* super¬ 
imposed on the already existent threat of land-based aircraft. He became 
very muoh concerned over the safety of his own oarriers, and decided to 
retire them more to the eastward. At 1600 he released a visual message 
containing orders to CTG 61.1 as followst "In view of oarrier div* bombers 
encountered this afternoon* revise night operations to arrive at launching 
position south of Cape Henslow in the morning. Make early search. Bombers 
last seen leaving Tulagi on westerly course."**** Within ten minutes CTF 61 
(or CTG 61.1.1) hod reoeived CTG 61.1's orders for flight operations on 
August 8th* including a planned aearoh toward Rabaul by WASP planes.***** 

At 1627 he had an aoknowledpient from CTG 61.1 that the latter had already 




t~ AVi -_ _ nmr* ci 1 ~ nw 

axa uiao • nuo vau was* mv»f acwu vat 


Cl 


that his own information indicated that the dive bombers wars probably land- 
based planes from Rabaul which had staged through ftika or Kieta. This 
information was well reasoned for the Japaneiw dive bombers had actually 
come from Rabaul, staging through the airfield at Buka Passge. After re¬ 
ceipt of this evaluation, CTF 61 did not alter his orders to CTG 61,1 to 
operate the oarriers farther to the eastward on August 8th, 


The dawn launching position for August 8th south of Cape Henslow was 
not wsll chosen for the sesroh toward Rabaul. It was 110 miles eastsouth- 
eaut of the dawn launching position on August 7th. The searoh conducted by 
ENTERPRISE planes on the morning of August 7th (shown on Diagram C) had not 


-* tWtiPkl M'.patch 63252B. August 1842, to CW SI". S3', 

** CINCPAC Dispatoh 062336, August 1942, to CTF 61, 63, COMSOPAC. 
*** CTF 61 Visual Dispatoh 070367, August 1942 to CTG 61,1. 

**** CTF 61 Visual Dispatoh 070600, August 1942 to CTG 61.1, 

***** CTG 61.1 Visual Dispatoh 070610, August 1942 to WASP, SARATOGA, 
ENTERPRISE. 

****** CTG 61.1 Visual Dispatoh 070627, August 1042 to CTF Cl. 

§s5!K£53y> 


- 62 - 








revealed the preaenoe of a Japanese carrier within a 200 alias radius of 
the wore western launching position of TO 61,1. If 

to be located to the westward, or in the direction of Rabaul, n ® t 

the search at dawn, August 8th have reached ev« farther and should not 
its point of origin have been moved farther to the west rather than to the 
east? A dawn searoh fro* a position about 100 miles due westof INilag 
would have reached as far north as lieta and well to the westward into the 
Solomon Sea. beyond the range of Off S3’e land-based search planes. Dia¬ 
gram D shows that the searoh from the position south of Cape Henslow wou 
merely duplicate, both in tine and area, the land-based searches already 
planned by CW 65, 

CTF 61 had received no contact reporta from the planes of TP 65 dur¬ 
ing August 7th and could tharafora feel reasonably confident that there 
was no Japanes# carrier in the areas searched by the land-based airplanes. 

He would not know for sure, however, until CTF 63* s •mmmry came through 
which was usually about midnight. 

Why than did CTF 61 not otaoos® the more western position? He had 
already lost a number of fighters to Japanese planet. The P 0,i " 

tion would place hi* within range of Japanese land-based attaok planes and 
fighters from Rabaul. He appears to have considered that possible damage 
or loss of one or more of his carriers was not an acceptable risk, and 
ohoae not to faoa attacks froai land-based aircraft. Perhaps he 
footed by his experiences at the Battles of Coral Sea and Midway, ^««in 
he had lost two carriers - the LHCIHGTOH and T0RXT0W1 - to the air attacks 
of Japanese carrier-based planes. This probably made him circumspect 
about the possibilities of further reduction in the jdready weakened 
strength of hie carrier forces, nut was it access*., to *aos 
tack? Could not ha have moved into the western position during the night, 
launched his search planes at dawn, then retired along a Point Option line 
toward the southeast, and recovered his searoh planes in a more aeoure 

position? 

The need for protecting TF 62 from air attacks became even more 
pressing with the possible presence of a Japanese oarrier. It beceme or 
primary importanoe to CTF 61 to discover and to destroy this oarrier. He 
solved this problem about as follows i His primary of search for 

covering the operations in progress were the land end i^nder-haaad planes 
of CTF 63, which oonraander had orders to provide him with additional sup¬ 
port on call. He was thoroughly familiar with the extent of coverage ot 
CTF 63’a search plan for August 8th. He knew that tha land-baeod p-anea 
iu Sectors II and IV (See Diagram D) were to be abreast of Tulagi at sun- 
rise. Since he did not make any request to CIF 63 fog modified or ex ten Lad 
searches on August 8th, but instead ordered CTO 61.1 to make the dawn 
search for tha Japanese carrier, it i# presumed that ha decided to eu^ent 
the inadequate extant of tha land-heaed searches with oarrier-based 
searches. This decision was sound. It is unfortomate that he did not 
implement his decision with specif io orders to CTO 61.1 as to the area to 
be searched. For how oould he effectively cover the locus of a Japanese 
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carrier's most probable launching position* as well as the probable direc¬ 
tion of approach of an enemy surface force, unless his carrier searches 
mil .»d vit#l areas of th. 3ol««»n S,. »d Cor e i. So»4 

("the Slot”)T 

At .tout 1746 h. interc.pt.il CTF S2'. ’••<!““•**? CTF « J" * “" h 
on August 8th of an additional sector between 290°(T) ana 318 (T) from 
SliiS I.lend. He could see from this that CTF 62 had arrived at a some¬ 
what similar analysis of the land-based searches and hadconfimed hi. own 
reasoning that they were inadequate. He noted however **** C1 f 62 1ar 
rived at a different solution in that he desired to cover the 
area to the northwest of Tulagi. This request of CTF 62 undoubtedly met 
with his reasoned and silent approval. 

At 2130 he received CTF 62*s summary of the situation in Iron Bottom 
Soundend of th. r..ult. of the d.y*. op.r.tion,. ^^i.ju-u.ry^hloh 
was addressed to COMSOPACFCE but which was intended also for himself y 
intercept, he noted that CTF 62 (a) requested maximum :fighter OOTa J ^ 
two scout bomber squadrons continuously over Iron Bottom Sound on A gu 
8th, (b) requested scouting against the approach of enemy forces from the 
westward* which confirmed his own previous decision, ana (c) 
nnarstions on shor proceeding satisfactorily with little opposition at 
Guadalcanal but with the capture of Tulagi, Gavutu and Tanambogo proceeding 

slowly but surely* 

He weighed the information thus given, and decided his «««roh Pj|“ 
and operating ar*a for the carriers on August 8th ™ r8 ^ 

would abide by the decision he had already made* It is unl “°^ . 

did so, for hindsight show, that a aecreh made fro* the c™i«r 

arrived at in this analysis, would have discovered the^Japanese Cruiser 
Force off Bougainville Island at about 0830, Au 6 «5v V w.. 

(d) OPERATIONS OF CTO 61*1 (Commander Air Support Force) 

During the day's operations. CTO 61.1 operated his foroe about sixty 
to eighty miles south of Tulagi. He was generally on a 
course in order to head into the prevailing wind. Diagram C 
mean track on Auguat 7th. He had chosen hi. dawn launching position. 

Point VICTOR, because his tight flight schedule necessitated that he be 
near enough to hi. objective to insure that the air 8 ^^ 
out adequately, and yet far enough away to insurejchat hls 
tained reasonable security from land-based air attack during these opera 

tions. 

The weather condition, in the vicinity of TO 61.1 werea OY * r °**^ 

occasional squalls. rough, wind at dawn 18 Imot. from 126 
later in the day to 6 knots, visibility poor with no horison at dawn, fly 

ing oondijtions poor. 
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He provided air support and reconnaissance for the landing opera i 
from all three oarriera from dawn until darkness. This air support oon- 

of <11 t. bomb.r ,tt.oV. «nd flght.r ■tr.flns nra. on .n«w 
pun., provldod roconnnia.uio* *£*.*«. for... 
and for the location of new target, for themselves. The sixteen fighter. 

of the WASP air support group at Tulagi at dawn ’ 1 ® str °y® Sfow they 

flying boat, and seven Zero-type seaplane fighters on the water ^re y 
L»i<i take off They also destroyed all the other Japanese seaplane, of 
the YOKOHAMA Air Group on the batches and in the bushes• * 

total to a claimed fifteen reconnaissance and nine fighters. 

Throughout the seventh, CTG 61.1 provided combat air P»trol £"”***£ 
the transport groups and th<* carrier force. The patrol over the transport 
groups consisted of a total of sixteen fighters, continuously. J 11 ®"® 
Sehters were in addition to those of the air support groups over Tulagi 
and^GuadaTcanal mentioned aboae. The patrox over the carrier oroaeon- 
aisted of a minimum of thirteen fighters at dawn, He increased this patrol 
to nineteen fighters at about 0800 after the initial dawn sssault,^od to 
twenty-four fighters at about 1100. He also maintained an anti-aubmarxne 
patrol around TG 61.1 employing dive bombers as necessary in a manner a - 
ilar to that employed by the Allied task force in the Battle of the Coral 

Sea. 

Ha provided air search and special reoonnaiasanoe as follow, t 

(a) At 0600 he launched a flight of seven torpedo plane, of VT Squad¬ 
ron EIGHT from the SARATOGA to search the nort ^* at Succeeded in 

Island and to reoonnoiter liarmasika Estuary. This tl w 

strafing Port Purvis and in bombing a village a* b*n£a ^“gs 
Ualaita 6 Island. Bad weather obstructed its attempt to reoonnoiter Uarma 
sike Estuary. It returned to the SARATOGA at 0942. 

(b) At 0620 ha launched three torpedo planes, and at 0707 five more 

toroedo planes from the ENTERPRISE to search a sector between-hinvthi 
? 70 § and 0S0°(T) to a radiue of 200 miles. The delay in launching the 
list five planes was occasioned by the mechanics of earner 
The point of origin of this search waa Lat. 09°-44'S„ Long. 159 -M'l., 
which bore 232°(T) distant seventy miles from Tulagi. He appears to i«.^e 
ord*r, 0 °this^aoaroh puroiyfor Z ..ourity of th. Air Supp-b Foroo Ih. 
aearoh made a contact on a small Japanese ship about seventy five miles 
northnorthwoat of th. point of origin. Th. pilot of th. connoting p.™ 
reported this small ship as an oiler, but it is not i»P°«ible\ide7 
the schooner which was frequently sighted by various ships of both sides 
during the Battle of Savo Island and which at that time was repe y 


* Action Report, ! TASt>. Aug - i at 14th, VHZ, -CapturT~o? the fulag^ 
Guadalcanal Area, August 7th-8th, 1942 . 
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■intaken for a destroyer. These search planes returned on board the 
ENTERFHISK at 1039 and 1141, respectively. 


(o) At 1049 he launched a second flight of eight torpedo planes of 
VT Squadron EIGHT from the SARATOGA. This flight succeeded in searching 
Marmasike Estuary, found it clear, and so reported to the MACKINAC as that 
seaplane tender was approaching to establish a seadrome in the Estuary. 

This flight returned to the SARATOGA at 1430. 

At about 1030, CTG 61.1 received CIHCPAC't warning of an impending 
air attack by seventeen fighters and eighteen bombers of the FIFTH Air 
Attaok Force from Rabaul.* He isssediately increased the combat air petrol 
over the carriers from nineteen to twenty-four fighters, and that over the 
transports to twenty-four fighters. When the Japanese aircraft attaoked at 
1325, the Allied fighters prevented this attaok group from delivering any 
damage to the ships of TP 62.** and shot down three bombers and two fighters 
snd damaged nineteen additional Japanese bcsibers and two fighters.*** 

At about 1500, CTG 61.1 reoeived word from the Air Support Control 
Group (ORANGE BASE) that the fighter patrol was engaging Japanese oarrier- 
type bombers. Of the total of sixteen Japanese dive bombers that attacked, 
the Allied fighters aooountsd for six planes shot down and three damaged. 

The presence of carrier-type bombers over TF 62 naturally posed the 
question to CT. 61.1 as to whether or not a Japanese carrier were present 
in the area. If it were, his own carrier force contained the primary means 
of dealing with it. He noted that the Japanese dive bombers had last been 
seen retiring to the westward of Savo Island. He also noted that there had 
as yet been no contact reports from the search planes of CTF 63. It was 
therefore probable that the ens <BV carrier, if present in. the area, would be 
operating in the area searched by CGKSGWESPAC planes. While he was re- 
estimating the situation at 1555, he reoeived a visual message from CTG 
61.1.2 in the ENTERPRISE which stated! "Presence dive bombers indicates 
possibility enemy CV this vicinity. Suggest search,"**** The same sugges¬ 
tion had been made also by CTF 61 in the SARATOGA;***** but this latter 
viaual message was not reoeived by CTG 61.1 until 1645, some thirty-five 
minutes after he had already promulgated his operation orders for the next 
day, August 8th,****** These orders included a morning search by the WASP 
and an afternoon search by the ENTERPRISE toward Rabaul primarily for a 
reported Japanese carrier.****** 


~—•cnwi^Atf'■ETapaEcft wnRnr.Tugu.1 mz, to '<jtp si, ewn.' - 

CGU30PACFQR. 

** War Diary, CTF 62, August 1942. 

*** Strength and Disposition 25th Air Flotilla, August 7th, 1942 
CIG Dooiaaent 74629 May 12th, 1947. 

**•* CTG 61.1.2 (CTF 16) Visual Dispatch 070414, August 1942 to CTG 61.1. 
***** CTF 61 Visual Dispatch 070367, August 1942 to CTG 61.1. 

****** CTG $1.1 Viaual Dispatch 070510, August 1942 to SARATOGA, WASP and 
ENTERPRISE. 
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How he evaluated this situation was revealed in hia message sent to 
CTF 61 at 1627 in which he stated] "lty information dive bombers probably 
land-based from Rabaul via Buka or Kieta," He was correct. His order to 
searoh for a possible carrier, even though he considered the probability 
that there was none in the area, indicates that he t-ss using sound judgment 
to cover eneqy capabilities. 

At 1706 he received au order from CTF 61 to revise his night opera¬ 
tions to arrive at a dawn launching position on August 8th south of Cape 
Henslow.* He had previously established Point ROGER, located twenty 
miles south of Cape Henslow, as the position where the carrier task groups 
would rendesvous at sunset on the completion of flight operations on 
August 7th. He had alrea<fy promulgated hia plan for the night to retire 
to the westward to pass at 2330 through Point EASY, located at 100 miles 
southsouthwest of Tulagi. These points are shown on Diagram "C". 

At 1711, he modified hia night operations as follows> to oease the 
westerly retirement at 2330; to turn south for an hour and then to return 
to the eastward arriving at Point ROGER at 0600 August 8th; to eomnenoe 
the dawn launching at that time.** 

The plot shows that Point ROGER, the dawn launching position he would 
use for August 8th was 110 miles farther east than Point VICTOR, the dawn 
launching position he had used on the previous day. He certainly realised 
at this time therefore that the searches he had ordered for August 8th 
would now fall far short of reaching into new areas. The possibility of 
locating a Japanese carrier to the westward was thereby considerably re¬ 
duced. It was apparent that his searches would now serve no further pur¬ 
pose than to provide security for his own carrier force* Since he did not 
make a recommendation thereafter to CTF 61 to the contrary, it is presumed 
that he considered this to be acceptable. 

His operations throughout the day oost him aircraft as follows> 
SARATOGA; Five fighters missing in action, one fighter and one dive 
bomber crashed; WASP* One fighter, one dive bomber missing in aotion, 
two fighters crashed; ENTERPRISE; Four fighters missing in aotion and 
two crashed. 

His total aircraft losses August 7th were therefore; 

Fighters 10 HIA (Hissing in Action) 

5 orashed 

Dive Bombers 1 HIA 

1 crashed 


"•"CTF 51 Visual' 17rspa^oTrT57SS , 55rXuglist ,, 174?,’ 'to' ’CRT'S! .Y 

** CTO 61.1 Visual Dispatch 070611, August 1942 to TG 61.1 







At 2400, TG 61,1*« position was boaring 165°(T), distant 126 miles 
from Tulagi as shown on Diagram "C", 


(e) OPERATIONS OF ALLIED SUBMARINES 


(l) Operations of S-38 

The Commanding Offioer of the submarine S-38 on August 7th was pa¬ 
trolling off Cape St, George, New Ireland, At 1017 he? noted that the traf¬ 
fic of the Japanese line of communication was about eight miles off the 
New Ireland coast. He therefore shifted his patrol station to that area* 
for the remainder of the day. At 1930 (about sunset) he set course 320 (TJ; 
and seven minutes later sighted what he thought were two destroyers, one 
bearing five degrees to the left and the other fifteen degrees to the right 
of dead ahead.* He immediately submerged and then turned right to assume 
the course 050°(T), normal to his patrol line of 320°(T).* Piv« minutes 
later (at 1942) the two "destroyers" (possibly the light cruisers TENRYU 
and YU3ARI which were disposed ou either bow of the CH0KAI) passed very 
close aboard, ahead and astom of the S-38.* About three minutes later, 
at 1945, at least three larger unidentified ships passed directly ahead 
of the S-38, one of which was so close that its wash caused the submarine 
to roll seven degrees** This formation was traveling at a "very high 
speed", and all ships wore too close to the S-38 for her to fire torpedoes.* 

At 2000, as the last of these ships had passed in column, the Com¬ 
manding Officer, S-38 changed course to 140°(T) to trail and track them,* 

At 2010, all sound had faded.* 


The Commanding Officer, S-38 did not know the identity or types of 

. * a f ? a . . ki— 4- 4 fV>* nonr«« mY\ A 

these ships# tie ns a n liur i‘i«R *ja mo -- 

speed; but he had mistaken light cruisers for destroyers and had counted 
only three heavier ships when in fact there were five. Ho considered this 
contact of sufficient importance that he surfaced and reported it by radio 
to C0USCWESPACF0R. The latter broadcast it at 0730, August 8th, and it was 
received by the responsible commanders in the S0PAC Area at 0738, August 
8th** - eleven hours and thirty-eight minutes after the contact was made, 
but in plenty of time for consideration and evaluation by those commanders* 


At 2037, the Commanding Officer, S-38 steadied on course 180°(T)*; 
and at 2222 he sighted a large submarine on bearing 250°(T), distant about 
five miles, heading on a southeasterly course at high speed.* He was un¬ 
able to close the enemy submarine for attack, because the latter passed 
ahead rapidly and disappeared to the south.* This contact was reported 
and reached CTF 62 at 0700 August 8th, who in turn alerted his force to 


* War Diary, S-38, August l94£. 

** C0MSCWESPAC Dispatch 071930, August 1942, 
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the possibility that a submarine might enter th«< Tulagi-Guadaloanal Area 
on the eighth.* The S-38 had sighted the Japanese submarine 1-121, en 
route from Rabaul to Tulagi to attaok tl--f Allied transports.** 

(2) Operations of S-44 

The S-44 was proceeding oastward along the southern coast of New 
Hanover Island «n route to the entranoe to Steffen Strait until about 
0700.*** It arrived there too late to intercept the five Japanese cruis¬ 
ers which had sortied from Steffen Strait at 0650. It remained on this 
station throughout the day, guarding the exit of Byron Strait as well as 
Steffen Strait, but made no contacts.^** 

(f) OPERATIONS CF CTF 63 (Commander Aircraft, South Pacific Force ) 

CTF 63 conducted air searches in support of SOPAC Operations, employ¬ 
ing a plan somewhat similar to that flown the preceding day; but modified 
somewhat, as shown in Diagram The principal change was that Sector 

IV was flown from Espiritu Santc rather than from Efate. In addition, the 
fan of searches flown from Espiritu Santo was re-aligned by minor changes 
in the limiting bearings of Sectors II, III, IV and V. 

Sector I, which was not changed, was not searched on this day because 
of bad weather. However, a search was made from Kounac to the area to the 
southwest of Sector I, as a consequence of which one B—l 7 failed to return. 

Seotor II was to be searched by two B-17’s. The search in the right 
half was reported negative; the search in the left half was unroported and 
the plane assigned to it failed to return. Both of these planes were di¬ 
rected to be abreast of Tulagi at sunrise **** in accordance with CTF 61*s 
request for such action.***** However, it is possible that the missing 
plane failed to arrive there, since it was not heard from. CTF 61 desired 
these planes abreast of Tulagi at sunrise in order to provide increased 
security for the Allied Expeditionary Force, TF 62, which was to arrive in 
the Tulagi-Guadalcanal Area by dawn. 

Seotors III, V and VI were searched, as shown on Diagram "C", with 
negative rosults. 

Sector IV was also searched, as shown on Diagram rt C", with negative 
results.****** The search planes in this sector, in addition to those in 


* CTF Dispatch 072000, August 1942, "to” TF 62.”” 

** Japanese Report of Heritorious Action, SU3R0NS 3 and 7 CIG Intelli¬ 

gence Report 74634 distributed Iliy 12th, 1947. 

*** Tfar Diary, S-44, August 1942. 

**** CTF 63 Dispatch 300820, July 1942 to CTF 61. 

***** CTF 61 Dispatch 290857, July 1942 to CTF 63. 

****** pr ftr Diary, CTF 63, August 1942. 







Sector II, were directed to be abreast Tulagi at sunrise, and presumably 
complied* These six planes in Sector IV, as well as the three search 
planes in Sector III, proceeded late in the afternoon to base at Maramasike 
Estuary rather than at Espiritu Santo on completion of their search mission,* 
The tender MACKINAC, whioh served as the base for these planes, had arrived 
there from Noumea shortly after 1400*** 

Table 3 indicates the disposition of Allied land and tender-based air¬ 
craft in the SOPAC Area as of 2400, August 7th. 

(g) OPERATIONS OF COMMANDER ALLIED AIR FORCES SQWESPAC 

Commander Allied Air Forces North Eastern Area, SCWESPAC, conducted 
air searohes in support of the Allied invasion of the Tulagi-Guadalcanal 
Area on August 7th as follows**** 

(a) Five Hudsons from the Fall River Field at Milne Bay reoonnoitered 
the Solomon Islands in Reconnaissance Area W B W * 

(b) One B-17 from Port Moresby searched Reconnaissance Area W C*; 
another reoonnoitered Reconnaissance Area "D"; and a third B-17 departed 
on .a photographic intelligence mission in Reconnaissance Area "E"; but 
turned back just beyond the Lusancay Islands In the Solomon Sea, probably 
beoause of mechanioal difficulties, and did not complete this mission. 

Nono of the above reconnaissance revealed any significant movement of 
Japanese foroes* 

Commander Allied Air Forces North Eastern Area also conducted routine 
bombing attacks on the air fields at Rabaul, The first striking group, 
composed of thirteen B-17*s from Port Moresby, sighted a Japanese cruiser 
force about twenty-five miles north of Rabaul. This contact was reported 
as one heavy cruiser, three light cruisers and one destroyer in position 
Latitude 03^-45*8, Longitude 151°-56'E, on oourse 270°(T) at speed thirty 
knots**** These Japanese ships were in faot, the CHOKAI and the four 
cruisers of CRUDIV SIX. The B-17»s did not attack the cruisers, but con¬ 
centrated on their assi^ied objective, Vunakanau airdrome at Rabaul. 

This act indicates that Japanese naval vessels were not primary tar¬ 
gets for the bombers of the SOWESPAC command at this time. The matter had 
been thoroughly disoussed in conference by COUSOTIESPAC and COMSOPAC. They 
had agreed that attacks on naval targets, with the possible exception of 
airoraft carriers, would be made by SOPESPAC aircraft only upon specific 
request from COMSOPAC. 

* War ’Alary, cUkTISS, August 1942. ———» 

** War Diary, CTF 63, August 1942. 

*** Operations Report, Allied Air Foroes, SCNVBSPAC Area, August 7th, 1942. 
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The report of the contact on the Japanese cruisers at 1231 was not 
broadcast by COMSCKESPAC until 2319,* and was not received by COMSOPAC 
until 2400. This delay of eleven hours and twenty-nine minutes denied 
COMSOPAC the opportunity oi requesting an immediate air attack, should he 
have desired it. 

On the afternoon of August 7th, the Allied Air Forces, SCCTESPAC, 
also sighted six unidentified ships in St, George's Channel, heading out 
on a southeasterly course.** The report of this contact was made in the 
same dispatch* that reported the Japanese Cruiser Force north of Rabaul. 


* COMSORBSPAC bispatoh 071219. August 1942, to CINCPAC, all CTF* s 
Prcifio and all CTF’s SCTTC3PAC. 

•* Operations Report, Allied Air Forces, 8CT5E8PAC Area, August 7th, 1942, 













CHAPTER VI 


JAPAHKSB REACTI OH 

OOOO August 8th to 2400 August 8th 


(a) OPERATIOHS OF OOMMAWDER CRUISER FORCE 

Contender Cruiser For©# continued onward after 0000, August 8th 
along tha track 080°(T) aa shorn o® Diagram "D". Ha raaliaad that during 
ths 8th ha -aould ba cal lad upon to naka tarn* important daolaiana for which 
ha required additional intalliganoa. Among thaaa daoiaiona was tha vital 
one whether or not to naka tha plumed night attack. Thara ia no docu¬ 
mentary evidence to indicate that Commander Cruiser Force at any time 
entertained doubts aa te hi* chances for ultimate success in the forth¬ 
coming night aotion. Rome r er, he apparently considered that the intelli¬ 
gence whioh he had received on August 7th from the Commander FIFTH Air 
Attack Force, although considerable, was not fully adequate for the 
purposes of his planned night action. He knew that he would receive 
mors Information from Commander FIFTH Air Attack Force on August 8th. In 
addition to this he could obtain Information more directly applicable to 
his own planned operations by employing his ojaa oruiser scouting planes. 


To obtain first-hand intelligence it was necessary for him to close 
the enmny so that his ship-based planes might be within proper range to 
make suitable reoonnaissanoe of Tulagi and to search for the Allied 
oarrler forcea. He determined to olose the Tulagi arms to a distance as 

« « i. . . 4 ^ a ._e a . —- a_«. J — - -1 i11la4 AAiwi^mwe «*+4 AM Kv «4 P. 
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and as would be clcue enough to permit him to reach his objective under 
the oover of darkness to exeoute his attaok that night with an expectancy 
of suocess. Mindful pf the fact that he had been sighted the preceding 
day off Rabaul, he desired an operating area wherein his presence, if 
again discovered, would not necessarily divulge his particular course of 
aotion. He hoped to oonfuse any Allied reoonnaissanoe planes as to his 
projected plane for a night aotion. He therefore decided to operate in 
an area due east of Bougainville throughout the morning of August 6th 
whils hie orviser plants scoutsd. This area was three hundred stiles from 
Tulagi and appeared to be well beyond the range of carrier aircraft. 


At 0100, he passed the northern tip of Buka Island tsn miles abeam 
to starboard and changed course to tha southeastward to parallel the 
east ocast of Bougainville Island and to arrive at hie seleoted dawn 
lavDohing position. At 0600, about a half-hour before sunrise, as 
Comsmnder Cruiser Foroe neared hie selected operating area, he directed 
that one plane from each of the heavy orulscrs be oatapeulted at 0626 to 
search fenwise from the point of origin as follow©* the C90KA1 plane 
070°(T), the FTkJJTAKA plena 066®(T). the X1IU0ASA plane 100°(T)j the KABO 
plane 116°(T) end AO BA plane 130°(T). The latter plane mas to 
reoonnoiter ths Tulagi area. Each of the above planes was to search fer 
the snwy to a radius of 250 miles, fly a ©rose-leg te the left for 
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thirty alios, end return to th* p«ur«nt ship.* Th* point of origin ior 
the tear oh and for rondesvous on return, mas Let* 06°- 54*5., Long* I56°- 
20*E. 

At about 0626, just a few minute* before twice idiich occurred at 
0632, eaoh of the heavy cruisers except the FtlOTAXA launched one plane 
aa dlreoted* The latter plane waa cancelled, probably because the ex¬ 
tensive atoll and reef* of Ongtong Java on bearing 036°(T) obatruoted the 
approach of any eneuy aurfaoe force through that aeotor i»nd made a aearoh 
of it unneoeaaary* The weather at tl 1 s Mm* waa aatiafactory for flying 
and th# visibility, exoept for a part*, < c udy aky, waa excellent in the 
vicinity of the Cruiaer Force. 

After launching plane*, th# Cruiaer Force operated in two group* • 

The heavy cruiaer* operated together in a somewhat dispersed Banner to 
facilitate the recovery of aircraft* The light cruisers and the destroyer 
TUHA0I remained within visual signal distanoe of the heavy cruisere. 

There were no destroyers to Korean the heavy cruisers against submarines, 
so Commander Cruiaer Force employed an inner air patrol for this purpose, 
flow by the cruiser plane# that were not used on the search and reconnai~ 
ssanoe mission. These taotios were employed presumably to assist in de¬ 
ceiving any Allied plane or submarine ae to hie intention, and to allow 
complete freedom of aotion for individual ships to avoid submarine# located 
by the Inner air patrol* Certainly a number of single ships maneuvering 
Independently afforded much smaller and less vulnerable targets, end the 
multlpliolty of their wakes presented a much more oonfused uni' -rmter 
sound condition to submarines then would the entire formation* 
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vicinity of Let* 060-66*8.* Long. 166°-30»K., sighted a single Lookheed 
bemberj** end six minutes later th* CHOXAI sifted this plane on bearing 
1160(T)**e* 


At 1030 th* 0X0 received information that another Lockheed bomber 
waa about forty-five minutes away.* Th* souroe of th* information wa# 
possibly th* AOBA*s plane which night have observed the R.A.A.F. Hudson 
which was than to th* northeast in the vicinity of Tauu Islands* 


At 1036 th* CHOXAI loot contact with the Hudson that had been 
shadowing her. This plane, which was operating from Fall River, had not 
remained to trail the Japanese ships but instead had continued on towards 
it* bass, in view of this contact, the ships of CSOEEV SIX changed course 


‘ ♦ 1m- WSy lUK6, August 7tb-lftW P4I, ^ISms ftea 
Document 160143. 

** CKUOTY 6 Detailed Battle Report #6, Solomons Naval Aotion, August 7th- 
10th 1942, CIO Dooumont 80927, June 27th, 1947, 

•** War Diary 6th Fleet, August 7th-10th 1942, CIO Document 74633, Hay 
12th, 1947. 




from time to tine In an ecidea/or to confuse tho an—y piano believing 
that thoy vara atill being trailed. 

Between 1056 and 1060 every erulsor axe apt the iOBA raoorara d har 
pi ana a.* Tha ADM plane, ahloh had gone to tha Tulagi-Quad al oan al Area 
did not ratum until latar because of tha greater flight diatanoe Involved 
in lta nitalon* 

After all planet axaapt tha AOBA'a had bean retort red, Ceanmnder 
Cruiaar forte directed tha oral tart to reform on hit flagship* At tha 
a hi pa ware doting at about 1100* tha CHOKAI obaarrad an an a n y plana bear¬ 
ing SS0O(T).ee and at 1106 OCMCOTDIY SIDHTKBf obaarrad tha tana plana* 
ahloh ha Identified as a B-26e*t bat ahloh aae aotually a eeeond Austra¬ 
lian Hudson operating out of Fall Hirer* Canaan4er Cruiaar Foroa aontt 
to hare bant oonrlnaad that hi a oonaand had batn ahadowad by tha sane 
plana tinea 1020* 

Sons faa minutes latar, the C3KKAX obaarrad that tha trailing plana 
was doting, apparently to obtain mora information. At 1110 tha CHDKAX 
opened fire and euooeeded in diieouraging tha Hudson, tor it retired and 
disappeared from rlew at 1115,e* 

Sometime around 1200 tha AO HA plana ahloh had bean reoannoltering the 
Tulagi-Ouedaleanal area was reeorered and tha entire formation waa re¬ 
formed, Tha pilot of the AOBA plana gars a moot detailed aooount of tha 
Allied aatlritlaa In the fulagi*Quadaleanal area, Ha raportadt 

(a) In the Longa Point area, one battleship, four oruisert and 
saran destroyera, one ship resembling an assort oarrler, and fifteen 
transports, Ha alao reported that tha oruisert and destroyers ware oon- 
4noting a raring patrol and that tha transports were at anchor. 

(b) In tha Tulagl area, two haary cruisers, twelre destroyers and 
three transports all underway in tha rioialty of tha Tulagi light¬ 
house,see* 


The above intelligence mas surprisingly aacurate* Thors ware, of 
sour so, neither tha battleship nor tha asoort oarrler present. There 


• War biary KtfO, August 7th-10th 1942, "Solomons Its Battle 1,1 , vk 
D ocument 160145. 

ee Bar Diary 6th Fleet, August Tth-10th, 1842, CIO Do cu men t 74635, 
May 12, 1947. 

*** Records CHOKY 18, August 6th, 1942, BBC Do sums nt 160964, 
e** *** e CKODIY 6 Detailed Battle Biport #6, Solomons I aval Action, August 
Tth-10th, 1942, CIO DocKdMnt 86927, Juno 27th, 1947, 








mr « la fact sight orui.srs, rather than six* twenty-four destroyers, 
destroyer transport* sad minesweepers, rathar than nineteen; and nineteen 
large transports or supply ships rathsr than sixteen. 

Commando r Cruisar Foroe now re-estimated the situation. He had In- 
formation making it apparent that tha strength of tha Allied .V"*™ 
in Iron Bottom Sound was graatar than that of his own force if concentrated 
against him, but their division betwesn Tulagi and Guadalcanal was * f^® tor 
in his favor. Ha had just been looatad, and ha presumed that the Allied 

raoonnalssanoe plane had immediately reported hit H J>°**** 

his deoaptiva taotios, principally of heading northwest *iile tha Allied 
plana waJ in tha vioinity, would confuse tha Allied oomnandars m 
of tha oontact report as to his intentions. H* knew the FIFTH 
^roe would deliver a strong air attack against tha Allied fore., at about 
noon. H* could expect a summary of the results of this attack and of the 
land-based raoonnaissanoe for the day at about 1630, since "V *** 

time he had received it cn the 7th. He decided to carry out hie planned 
night attack, and at 1500 headad south at twenty-four knot, to paea through 
Bougainville Strait at 1557. 

Hie decision was bold; for if he had underestimated the inteUigenoe 
or aerressiveness of the Allied carrier foroe oomnandar, be oould well 
have*been plaoing hie foroe in a position to be bombed by AlU* d °* rri *^ 
bated aircraft before sunset. Actually Commander Cruiser Force h*A*ade 
a eorrsot deeiaion and, to use the words of COMCRUDIV SIX, "Ths 
dooision to attack at night and his direction of the operation offered 
an opportunity of groat success."* 

.. __a . a ^_ Q+rmA*. mnA turned into *Thm 

it lOW. Of X2AU vmtojriwu uw-fcm*-»**** --- 

Slot." Ho had not as yet received the air attack andreootmai.sance 
i«mary from Oomnander FIFTH Air Attack Foroe. He had oosmitl^d hi* 
foroe. and only two and a half hour, remained before sweet. He desixed 
more information ae to the Allied strength and disposition late in the 
afternoon and wished to ascertain the extent of damage doneby the 
Japanese bombers on August 8 th. He therefore for a eooomd time, die- 

SEE57Tl.i..r .«ufu e 

Tulagi. The pilot was briefed to oruise at two hundred end 
to prooeed on course l«>o(T) to pae. between Cboiijeul and Vails Lav.Ua 
Islands, and tfcenca to prooeed to TuUgl. Commandor Cruisar Foroe expect 
ed that this pilot would arrive over Tulugi by 1725, 

re oonnai ssanoe information by 1780 and would return to tha JOB! before 
end of evening tslli^it at 1B10. 


At 1640 CosMander Cruisar Foroe issued his 8 i 0 *al Order lo. 26 siiioh 
ocatalned his instructions to his ucssmsnd for the nitfrt aotioo. Those 
instructions have bean translated as follows* 









"1. During the night the cruising disposition will consist of a min 
body and a vanguard. The main body will ba composed of the 
CdOEAI, followed by CKUDTV SIX, with 1000 Mtsra batwcon ships. 
Th# vanguard will b# stationed 3000 meters ahead of the CHOKAI; 
and will oonsist of the THfRYU end TUNAOI to port, and the 
TOBARI to starboard, separated by an Interval of 6000 meters. 

”2. Before the rush in (approach), if enemy small oraft are en¬ 
countered, the vanguard will check them strongly while the main 
body heads southward. 

"3. At the time of thj rush in (approach), all ships will form battle 
onluma. Order of shipsi CHOIAI, CRUDTV SIX, THTRYU, TUBARI, 
and TTMAGI with a distance of 1200 meters bstwesn ships. 

*4. In the approach tha Cruiser Throe will first pass south of Savo 
Island and will torpedo the main enemy force In the Guadalcanal 
anchorage) after whioh it will head towards the Tulagl anchorage 
to shell and torpedo the enemy. The Cruiser Force will then 
withdraw north of Savo Island. Bach commanding officer will 
operate independently as regards gun and torpedo firings. 

"5. As a means of recognition each ship will display siilte sleeves 
on eaoh side of the bridge, laoh sleeve will be one meter in 
diameter and seven asters long. 

"6. Speed will be twenty-four knots at the time oi the rush in 
(approach)."* 

This order was simple, it appesrs to have been based on gaining the 
factor of surprise, although surprise is not mentioned. Hhether surprise 
were achieved or not, the attack was to be carried out. The objective uf 
this attack was the destruction of any Allied forces cnoovntered, but 
particularly the transports, as stated in Coemander Cruiser Fores' s 
Estimate of the Situation made on the previous day wherein he planned "to 
st rike t he anchored snsety convoys at ni£it and dsstroy them."** (XMCRODIV 
EIQSfTSM also stated that the targets were the transport#.*** 

Commander Cruiser Fore# had ohoaen a ooluso formation for battle, led 
by his strongest ship, the CHCXAI, tapering off in strength with the heavy 
cruisers of CSUWV SIX next in eolum, followed by the light oruisers of 

’* feeoords mm Iff, August 1942, WDc fioouaenfc 1W984.- 

•* Commander 8th Fleet's Estimate of the Situation regarding Amor loan 
landings on Guadalcanal and Tulagl on August 7th, 1942, CIO Douwent 
73845, 1toy 7th, 1942. 

••* U.S. 8tretegio Bombing Survey Interrogation Bar. £61, Vt>l. I. In¬ 
terrogation of Japanese Officials. Interrogation of Rear Afeiral 
Matsuyama, IJV, page 255. 
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CFUDIY BXOBTEBB and the destroyer TUW/fT bringing up the rear• Japan#»• 
officials stated later that he employed this "single file* night battle 
f onset Ion beoauee this o ocas ion su the first that the CBOUI $ CEVJDIV SIX 
and CRUDIV KIGHTBSH had joined force* and, up to this tine, they had never 
engaged in maneuvers together** 

At 1664, the Cruiser Ft roe turned to a southeasterly heading to pass 
bet wean Santa Isabel and Pew Georgia Islands on course UO°(T), speed 
twenty-four knots* At this tine Coamender Cruiser Force directed that 
Condition TWO be set in all ships and that at 1950 Condition OHS be set* 
Hhat these Japanese oondi^ions of rcadinear were is not known, but it is 
probable that they corresponded closely to the American Conditions TWO 
and (SIX Easy* For, as will be a)*»wu later, the Japanese appear to have 
B erely alerted the pm orews as battle appeared Imainent. 

At 1716 thr seaplane oarrier API TSUSHIMA was sighted "hull down" in 
the Tioinity of Oiso Island bearing about 14O0(T)* 

At 1<.'16 sunset occurred* 

At 1840 Ccsunander Cruiser Foroe exhorted his oommandi Let us attack 
with certain victory in the traditional night attaok of the Imperial Wavyl 
May each one calmly do hie utmostl* 

At this tim eaoh iMp properly disposed of all oimbustiblj materials, 
depth oharges, and ill li^it oil stored above the ^ter line* Al 1 battle 
preparations were ma-w, and course mas set for Tulagi Strait* 

At 191C evening twilight ended* 


At 1916 CoowuuMSer Cruiser Force ihvt *>ff signal flares to guide the 
A0B1 plane bask to the ar ri#ero* hut the plane failed to return, * aving 
been shot down over Tulagi*** 

At 2100 Coemancar Cruiser Toros received a dispatch from Commander 
FIFTH Air Attack Fo>-^, stating that his bombers had attacked the Allied 
Forces In the Tulagi-Ousdaloarjtl Area about noon and had sink two heavy 
erulsers, one large cruiser, two destroyers and nine transports» and had 
badly damaged one heavy cruiser end two transports, all three of ^iioh 
were left burning**** This was moat heartening news to Cowmander Cruissr 

* BOP, ItlHiary InislHgsiiee Section, 'fiSieral 'S&TF7 Allle^ Irans- 
lator and Interpreter Section WDC Docmwct 16685, Maroh 28th, 1946, 
gl|jdt TTngsg—ent Track Chart for Msport of 8ea Bottle off Savo Island, 
August 8th, 1942* 

•« Traok Chart #1 Annexed to CRIHHV 6 Detailed Battle Report #6, Solomons 
•aval Aetlon Jhigu-t Tth-lOth 1942, CIS Document 86927 r August 27th, 
1947 

*** Records C1DDIV 18, August 8th, 1942, WDC Dooumen 
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Foroa for hit own reconnaissance plan* was new two hours overttae and fail- 
•d to return fro* Tuli{l with ths information h# desired* It then hsoans 
olsar to him that hit chances of making a tuooottful night attaok had hoan 
greatly Inoroased. According to his bsst ettiaato ths Allied foros than 
nmb^red but ons battleship, throw orulssrs (ona of tfcioh was badly 
damaged) tsisntsan destroyers, and nino transports (two of wiioh wwrs 
burning)* 

Ths Japansts had plaosd great stress in thsir fleet training on night 
attack procedures* end all ships were expeoted to operate under night 
attaok doctrines* One of the Japanese dootrineu for dark nights was to 
dispatch from the attaok force an illuminating unit, composed generally of 
two planet, to Illuminate the tergsts when the attaok foroe was witain 
striking distanoe* Pursuant to this dootrlne r Cosuwnder Cruiser Foroe 
dispatehed two planes at 2313, one from the AO BA end one from the HEO 
with instructions to lay a course starker to guide the cruiser foroe into 
the target area* to reoonnoiter and report the disposition of All ied 
foroes* and to illuwinata the transports when the CHOKAI was twenty miles 
away. 


At 233S, CRUDIV EIGHTOT sighted on bearing 140®(T) a marker lemp 
dropped by one of tits planes* This marker had bemi dropped with Cape 
Ksperenoe bearing 140°(T), distanoe about thirty miles* This distanoe 
seems to hare bssn chosen to insure that the marker waa not seen by tho 
Allied foroes so that the faotor of surprise wight not thereby be lost* 

It is assumed that this marker was employed by the Japanese in their 
navigation, #iloh navigation was very aocurate indeed* 

At 2342, Commander Cruiser force observed a light on bearing 126°(T) 
in the Tulagi area* Three minutes later, at 2346, the XAKO also sighted 
fires of lend Inst*listlens in the direction of Tulagii and finally at 
2365, COM CRUDIV SIX reported a reflection of a large fire in the sky over 
Tulagi« 

At 2400 the Cruiser Foroe waa in Lat* 06°-43.b’8.. Long* 169°-23.6'1* 
This position bora 320°(T). distent about thirty-seven miles from the 
southwesterly entrance to Iron Bottom So mad* 

(b) OPERATIONS OF OCMMilfDER FIFTH AIR AITAC1 FORCE 

Durin g the 8th, Commander FIFTH Air Attaok Fores me heavily engaged 
in attacking the Allied foroes at Tulagl-Guadaloannl and is searching the 
most probable areas in the direction of Tulagi and beyond, primarily for 
the Allied Air Support fbroe (TF 61*1)* 

The searah operations of this command wwr#i* 

• Japanese Ifearoh Plans August Tth-Pth, 1^, CIO Dooueent Mi 2, Hay 
12th, 1947, 
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lt 0f> 40 on* large flying boat tram tho FOURTBWTH Air Group <1#- 

fi« *> * "•»“« 2 «V2"»i5; tt 

searched alnty wile. to tho left, and ftea&Af Allied eontaota* 

ff&iirars »sj s^fSSSrsr 

Srtf'lta. Lt.rU l.l .t 1016. W fc 

diatano* of tho Allied carrier fore# at 1080. Tbonoatbar oonoixi 
tha rlolnlty of TO 61.1 were partly eloudy .6, w artm a* ****** 

.triotad, wind » .erantean knot., ««*ttarad 

OT^tXrn itssmc s^sr-Te. — 

n d failed to detaot TO 61.1 between than. 

/V\ *♦ oaxa nr. i-rr* flvlE* boat fron the TOfDHAMA Air Group pro- 
0 Md «4 fro. fctoul on mr.. 100»(T) to B dtotouo. of “° ; r '* r * ,i 

TtSS^S^uSiM «Uto_ to tt. !•«. «“*“ l * 

1600 without haring nada any ©ontaote on the Alii* foroa • 

(o) At 0700 two search group, departed Sabaul a* followsi 

/,x Three land attaok plane, fron the FOTOTH Air Group departed 

»srrj rs’bits - ra/ssss r^n^i^r, 

«dw^ X!?.”5r&£ SSU*^»2J js??* 4 

SStth. Tularl Area was ooaerad with aloud, and reowmalssenoetbere 

» ^cr-tto. of thl. -fU- «-2-SJSLS^ 

tTi.^tabl at**! that thlpilot on the U0«»(?) .ubeeetor had enooun- 
tarad haary aloud, that nada hi. »#ar«h Ineffaetire. The plan, en a°u 
^T^IdTft .t 600 11- rtolu.. poMlbly too.u.0 of .io«4y 

weather aleo. 


It) <*. Und »1«» fr- tto TSIMl M f*;.*; 

«rtM fcb.il to rooooBoltwr th. jaiiod foroo. lo tto 
^2*° at 0918 id»an thirty nile. tc th. northwest of Tulagi, 
b/ttato dlllod fl(htor.. It Untod .t fcbtol .t 1600 

to-rlttc otoortod »y mo tool ooourrooooB. fhl. tto of 1*° 6 - 

“S 2 t.. tto pilot BBlnri to tto Tut.si to* for otort *• " 









report#* *hipe near Tulagi. several destroyer* eootly anchored near 

the OutdtlMMl Air But, mad about fifteea mwijr filter* aad bombtri 
aloft*”* This lsMapUt* report provided llttlo lafornetioa of tbi Allied 
■urfaoo aaito, though it was aort specific aa to tho Allied air mover* 

Xt Is probable that tho Japanese roooaaaleeaaoo pilot had ir**t difficulty 
te reoanaoiteriag the area, and was formed repeatedly to take cover la 
the eloude* 

(d) At 1446 earn lead reeeaaaieeaaoo plane left Cahaal to observe the 
eendltlma of the Buka Island fighter l e ndin g atrip which had Just been 
rushed to *cnpletiow. this reeoaaaleeeaee pleas returned to Sebeul at 
1716. 


the above eearehee mere decided by g aait w i der FIFTH Air Attaok fores 
to mover the satire Solonons eeeter aad the sea areas to the eastward* 

This eeareh plea sev e r e d the areas uberela the Allied merrier* mould pro¬ 
bably be operetiag to provide adequate air mover for the leading operations 
at Tnlagj -daedal panel * The searohes, as laid «id| should have been reesaa- 
ably off motive t although a denser seereh mould have beta norm of festive 
la the existing weather sonditioas for loeatiag the Allied carrier*. 

The failure of his pilots to looate the oerriers must have boon highly 
eon fusing to fnmnlTr nfTH Air Attaok fores. Hi* pilot* reportedly had 
•earohed the area* and dlsoovered nothing aad yet the Allied oerriers vers 
present scnsehoro beeause their filters sad bonbsrs mere seen over the 
target area* He determined to inorease tho area of his searoh <ax the 
follovdng day* 


The only air attaok on August 8th uaa married out aa follows# At 
shoot 0740 rnianlir flfTH Air Attaok Pores launched a torpedo attaok 
group sosqnsed of approxlnetely twinty-three land attack planes of both 
the MISASA Air Oreup nd the fOOSTH Air Group to attaok tho Allied surface 

n- .hd St.1. ■ an al . 9Wasa n thW — Mff •aaortad bv fifteen 

ivrw* w** * -- '■ • , * .. 

fighters of tho TAI1IH Air Group* At tho sows tin* he launched another 

attaok group* consisting of four merrier-type bankers escorted by about 

twenty-tarn fighters of both the TAX1MI Air Group and the SKC WP Ai r 

Group*** this ettask group, althouih intercepted by three MTBRPH18* 

filters fits* TO 61*1, struck it* target st about 1100. As a result of 

the air attaok, Conaeader FlfTH Air Attack force reported • inking two 

heavy eruiters, on* large eruiser, two destroyer* end nine transport*! 

and damaging and setting fire to cue large eruiser end two transports. 

This report was greatly exaggerated* The aetwal deange . 

Allied shipe was solely bo one destroyer, the JAK7I8 torpedoed but afloat. 


e Japan*** Hoaroh flans, August ^th-tth, i®41, CIO Doereaaenfc fidjfl. 
May 11th, 1947. 

*• laeerd* 86th Air flotilla, August 8th, 1942, TO) Dnw®% 1617SO. 
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and to ana transport, the 00801 P. KLUOTT hit and aat aflrs by a tor- 
pado boabar whieh crashed Into It. Tha oost of this attack to the FIFTH 
Air Attack Poroa m tha loaa of eleven land-attack planaa fron tha FOURTH 
Air Group and aix fron tha MISAHA Air Group, all shot doenj ana plana made 
an energonoy landing) and fits planaa wera diMgsdt Ona fijhtsr fron tha 
TAI1AI Air Oroup aloe was shot dosat. ona ana missing and ana was damaged. 

The total losses were nlnataan planaa. ahot down or aluinp** Thla 
japanaaa raport of loaaoa ohaoka raaaonably vail with tha Alliad claim* 

»f destroying at laaat fourtaon Japanaaa plana*. 

At son* tins during tha day. tha USiHA Air Group was rainforoad with 
algit land attaok planaa. (8aa Tabla 1). 

Tha ops rat lens of tha FIFTH Air Attack Foroo on August 8th contri¬ 
buted little of direct value to tha Japanaaa overall effort against tha 
Allied foroes at Tulagl and Guadalcanal, except to delay unloading opera¬ 
tions of tha transports. Of indirect value was tha attrition of Alliad 
fighter planaa. since tha loss of Allied fighters in opposing Japanaaa 
air attacks finally contributed in sons measure to tha reasons of CTF 61 
for tha retirement of TO 81.1 on August 9th. 

Tha inaooumoy of tha Japanaaa reports of damage inflicted by tha 
FIFTH Air Attaok Pores oould wall have lad Compandor Cruiser Fores into a 
trap, had ha relied exclusively upon than. Fortunately for this Japanese 
commander, he onployed the oruieer scouting planes of his own foroe for 
reoottnaissanoe of tha target area on three different occasions on August 
8th and obtained more reliable information. 

(a) OFF RAT 1018 OF JAPAMB31 SUBMAMB8* * 

Tha sxact movements of tha Japanese submarines on August 8th are not 
available but can be discussed in a general uuy. 

(a) Tha R0-S3 was on route to Tulagl area fron tha (htlf of Papua, 
but was presumably several days from Tulagl. 

(b) The K>»M was on station off Port Moresby where it was reoennoiter- 
ing Allied noveusnts in that area. 

(o) Tha 1-121 was an roUba from Rabaul to Tulagl. Ihila operating on 
tha turfaoe aha was attacked at 1127 by an Australian Bids<m sfcich dropped 
two bomba, but both missed. Her 2400 position was approximately 260 milae 
due west of Tulagl. 


e ftrwmgkh and Disposition 45th Air #lo^LHa“ on August T&, 1942, CIO 
Loearnest 74829, May 12th. 1947. 

*e War Diary 4th Pleat, August 1942. ^Movements ct I aval Forces Under 
This Cr—anrt". WDC Document 180336. 
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/ T>— r ,\99 Ml rout* from Rabaul to Tulagi. 6h* *Tid*ntly d*- 

P.rt.1 toW in th. ~rly .TWini. for »t S165 “* 

St. G*crg*'s Ch*nn*l on a *©uth*rly oeurs* at ^jJ "**** ^ 
Alll*d autaMarln* S-58. H*r 2400 position mi Waring approximately 
170o(T), distant thirty-frr* alio* from Cap* St. Osorg*. 

(*) Th* 1-125 ms «n rout* froa Truk to Tulagi* 





CHAPTER VII 


ALLIED OPERATIONS 


OOOO August 8th to 2400 August 8th 


(a) OPERATIONS OF CTF 62 (Commander Amphibious Force) 

The Amphibious Fore* continued operation* throughout the night in 
aupport of the landing foroee ashore. By 0136 the Raider Battalion at 
Tulagi reported that it had suffered twenty-two per cent casualties wad 
the Paraolwte Battalion fifty to sixty per cent casualties* Reinforce¬ 
ments mere requested** The unloading of Squadron XRAT was discontinued 
from 0230 to 0730 because of the congestion of stores on Q u ads 1 canal 
Beach* The unloading of Squadron TOO was delayed by the opposition 
ashore at Tulagi. The night passed without any form of interference with 
the Allied surface foroes frees the enmy.** 

At 0500* the beginning of morning twilight. CTO 62*6 ordered the 
outer screening groups and units to return to the transport areas and to 
rasums the day screening operations* By sunrise* at 0652* the day screen¬ 
ing dispositions had been assumed. 

During this day the sea in Iron Bottom Sound was calm* there was a 
light brass# from the southeast, and the sky was partly cloudy becoming 
increasingly owsrosat toward night* 

At 0710 CTF 62 reosiTed the report of the contact made by the S-38 
of a lam enemy submarine headed eoutheaeterly at high speed in St. 

George*s'channel at 2222, August 7th. He i*a»diately notified TP 62 that 
an enemy submarine was reported near and might enter the area that day**** 
CTO 62.6 in turn, ordered the destroyer minesweepers to form an anti¬ 
submarine patrol westward of the Sealark and Lengo Channels,** end 
established anti-submarine air patrols, employing a m i ni m u m of three 
cruiser planes in the sir throughout the day.** 

At 0738, CTF 62 reoeiswd word from COMSOWSSPAC that one destroyer and 
two unknown ships parsed through Lat. 04°-58'S., Loig. 162°-60 , E. at 1100 
the preceding day on course 140°(T) at high *P»*dl *» d th * t » **2000 t*» 
same day, two destroyers and three larger unknown ships also had passed 
through the same point on the sagas oourse at high speed.**** This latter 


e Wclr Diary ftp 6Z, August 8th, 1942. 
e* Remarks of CTO 62.6 to CTF 62, August 10th, 1942. 
ee* CTF 62 ldepatch 072000, Aupist 1942, to TF 82. 
see* CGH80NBSPAC Dlsjmtoh C71950, August 1942, to all CTF# Pacifio Fleet. 
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oootact mi th# Japanese Cruiser Foroe cn route to at taokW 
it, composition. destination end objective oould not bo determined by CTF 
62 fwmthis report. Be probably decided to await further report, from 
Jr reoannalaeanoe during the day to determine ehetber J.pan«o oomhatant 
•hip*, or merely auxiliary eblpe under eeoort, woto moving toward the 

Solomon*. 


At 0946, CTF ® had delivered the reinforcement* needed aehore at 
tulagi, and the Second Marine* begro their landing* there.* 

At 1027. CTO 62.6 pa**ed to CTF 6? the message he received from an 
Australian coart watcher on Bougainville Island, reporting forty heavy 
bombers proceeding southeast. Shortly thereafter CTF 62 ordered the 
transport* to get underway. Both Squadrons XRAY end TOO were fomed 
independently end maneuvered between Oiadalcanal end Florida Islands 
anal ting the expected air attack*.** All destroyer* end minesweeper* 
formed am anti-suWwrtoe screen for the transports, maneuvering oxt^sive- 
ly to maintain sea room for them* el-tvs stills at the seme time acting a 
anti-submarine end anti-airoraft screen •** 

At 1200 TF 62 was attaoked by about twmity-three torpedo plane*, end 
by four dive bombers, escorted by fighter., 

southeast end of Florida Island.* The transport GEORG* F. KLUOTT, to 
Transport Group XRAY, was hit amidships and set afire by » ton*Jo ***** 
which crashed, Kamlkase style. The destroyer JAK7I8Starboard"* 
pert of the ship by e torpedo,* which opened up a hole « h** 
aide ahreaet gun limber Two from frame thirty to frame fifty-five. 

At 1207 CTF 62 notified hi* oosnmnd to bo alert for possibly on# or 
more ensmy subearinoe to the transport area. 

. ,..Mr. __ w ft» ram on the orders of CTG 62.6, 

Into shoal water near Guadalcanal where she reported that, alth ough her 
hull was badly ruptured, she was able to prooeed wader her omi power.* 

At this tine the transports were returning to their anchorages. 

At 1566 CTF 62 received word that another flight of enemy planes was 
on route to the Guadalcanal area. Ke again directed that the tr * aap ?f*“ 
remain underway and form the anti-aircraft disposition.* This air 
did not develop, so he finally directed the transport* and ^go ships to 
return to toeir anchorages where they resumed unloading operations et 
about 1660.* 


iary fiPTF 62, Augwrt oxn, **«• 

** Remarks of CTO 62.6 to CTF 62, August 10th, 1942. 

• ** JARVIS Dispatch 060620. Augart 1942 . In closu re (0) to CQMJttRfll 4, 
Serial 006 of Sept^iber 9th, 1942, OOHWRC1 4 Mar Diary, Amgart, 
1942. 
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A little after 1800 he reeeired word of Hie capture of (toadaloanal 
Air Base. This «u gratifying news to him, slnoe It mas plained with the 
departure of the oarrlere, to provide air cover for hie feroe by carrier 
fighters baaed aehore end operating from the captured Japanese airfield 
at Guadalcanal* 

In the meantime, the destroyer HULL had been assisting the transport 
<nOROS Fa KIJJOTT in fighting fire, pursuant to orders frost CIO 62.6. The 
fires eventually reached the engineering spaces and gained in intensity, 
ao that she had to be abandoned. At 1780, CTO 62 ordered the MOT to 
sink her. After the UBRKT had fired threu torpedoes Into her, she settled 
in shoal mater off Florida Island and continued to bum. Illuminating the 
overcast after dark* 

At 1807, CTO «£ intercepted the dispatch Hierein CTF 61 recommended 
to COMB OPACFOR the immediate withdramal or the eerriere,* Of course he 
had know all along that CTF 61 had planned to withdraw the carriers prior 
to Angimt 50th, and the matter of air support for the forces in Iren 
Bottom Sound had been discussed by COKSOPACFOH by dispatch** to CTF 61 and 
CTF 68 on Jngast 2nd in which he proposed that, with the departure of tin® 
oarrlere, air caver was to be provided by o«*rrler fighter planes from TO 
61,1 operating from the captured Guadalcanal airfield. But now, CTF 61 
indicated hie desire to retire the carriers at least one day earliar then 
anticipated. Also, the Guadalcanal airfield bed besn captured scarcely 
three hours before, end mould not be Immediately reedy for operation of 
Allied oarrier aircraft, 

am <« v**m* ssriousl* concerned, for he olsarly recognised 

the serious effeot the loss of his oarrler air cover muld have on hi* 
operations. His transports end cargo ships had not been able to carry out 
the unloading operations according to plea beoauae of the long interrupt¬ 
ions censed by Japeneee air raids. As yet, very little unloading had bean 
accomplished at Tulagi because of the strong Japeneee resietenoe ashore 
there. He realised that delays in unloading probably mould be added to 
by the hasty manner in which the oergoes had been 1 ceded, the laok of 
preparation, and the lack of experlenoa in logistles work dom to the 
lowest unit,*** CTF 68 mas, therefore, concerned for the safety of his 
transports and cargo ships, for which strong air cover mac needed. 


* CTF 61 Dispatch 080767, August 1942, to COitSOfcACFdt. 

•* OOMBGPACFOB Dispatch 020240, ingust 1942, to CTF 61 and CTF 68, 

•*• Lcoturc ArsyBavy Staff College, Washington, D*C*, by Brigadier Osnsral 
C.C. Thomas, U8MC, Chief of Staff, lot Marine Division during this 
oparation| Subjects Analyses of the Plans end Operations for the 
^isuilt and Seiiure of Tulagi-Que daloen e l , January 18th, 1944, page 
6 . 
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Sunset ooourrsd at 1816, and at 1830 CTO 62*6 ordered the Screening 
Group, including Fire Support Group* LOVE and MIKE, to assume the Night 
S preening Disposition employed on the previous nifjvt, Thee* groups took 
station and commenced patrolling at about 1850, After dark, the weather 
was ot* roast with ocoaaional rain squalls and eleotrioal stores In Iron 
Bottom Soxmd, light winds, and oalsi sea.* 

At about 1900 CTF 52 reoelved a dispatch over the Pearl Harbor HOW 
Fox broadcast sohedule that two enemy destroyers, thrse cruisers and two 
seaplane tsnders or gunboats had base contacted by SOWESPAC aircraft at 
1026 that day in Lat. 05°-49»S*, Long. 1&3*®-07*E., on course 120°(T), 
speed fifteen knots. Here, at last, was further information on the re¬ 
ported surface ships which had stood out of St. Georgs*s Channel the 
preceding evening on a southeasterly oouree at high speed. 

This report was in *rror t fer there were no seaplane tenders or gun¬ 
boats* The surface force east of Bougainville Island aotually consisted 
of five heavy oruisers, two light oruisars, and on* destroyer of the 
japeneae Cruiser Fores. The pilot of the Australian reoonnaissanoe plana 
who had wade this report had erred in identification, probably because in 
the early days of the war sufficient sa^hasis was not given to proper 
reoogtition of forest. He had also erred in the number of ships present, 
because he had not remained over his target to properly develop the con¬ 
tact. 


CTF 62 received word in the saws dispitoh that two submarines had 
been noted at 1127 in Lat. 07o-36«S., Long. 1840-07*1., on ooursa 16<?o(T)t* 
This report plaeed in his hands further Information of the movements of 
Japanese aubnmrines toward his area, as previously reported at 2222, August 
7th, by the S-58 patrolling In St. Georgs*s Channel. This report was in 
error also since there aotually sms but one submarine, the 1-121 *n route 
to Tulagl. 

Those oontact reports served to present a pioture of continuing enemy 
action against him end had reached CTF 62 at the time he had bem cogitat¬ 
ing over the seriousness of the prospective situation with no oarrier air 
support. He evaluated the report of the surface foroe of enemy cruisers, 
ntroysrs end seaplsne tenders or gunboats off Bougainville at 1025 and 
deelded that It constituted a seaplane base group, under oruiser and 
destroyer escort, beaded for e suitable harbor In the Solomons* He re¬ 
ceived an evaluation by dispatch from OOBBOIIESPAC that the oruisers end 
tenders reported were probably engaged In establishing a base In the 


“•““Xotion Reporfc ^tftCY, kgagsnmt Morning August £th, 1942, off 

Guadalcanal Island, by LCdr. H.B. Hsneberger, U8H, Senior Surviving 
Officer, CAS9/AlS-3/(0O4)bmo, August 16, 1942 and Action Report 
CHICAGO, Concerning Action Against ifeemy Forces August 9th, 1942, 
Guadalcanal-Tulsgi Area, Serial 09$, August 13th, 1942, 

** COMSOWESPAC 01 spat oh 080717 to C01S30PAC* 
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Short land*.* Prom hi. ow information, ha knaw that a 1*°' 

derm a .aaplana north of Rekata Bay that Tory had 8t *^f* * 

.mall surface .hip in tha .am. area* This fast, taken together with the 
reported enemy course of 120°(T). probably influenced him to *rrire at 
the oonclusion that the destination of the Japsncss force was hekate Bey. 


The pre.enoe of a Japanese seaplane group in R*k»ta Bey, justoae 
hundred and thirty miles away, constituted an additional air 
CTP 62*s transport, and cargo ship.. Hi. considered opinion was that this 

hid ™lc«nti OT of operating ...pUn.. th.t wyM dollar torpedo 
attacks again.t his own foroe. Suoh a possibility would inorease, by one 
or two torpedo attaoks, the air raids whioh TP 62 would here to face 
commencing on August 9th. This conviction prompted him to request CTF 65 
to immediately attaok the seaplane tender, basing at Rekata Bay. 

The extent to whioh he oonsidere ^he possibility of a“JS. 
surfaoe attaok doe. not .how up in way of the document. V* 11 ®***" 
study, but it i. clear that he contemplated no .uoh attaok. The 
Japanese foroe was much weaker than the Allied combatant force, ‘^ present 
in P the Tulagi-Guadalcanal area, and he assumed that this force would not 
attaok the stronger Allied foroe, even though in night action, 
does not always favor the strong. It appear, that in estimating the 
situation, he studied the enemy oommander’s intentions 
capabilities. This was unfortunate, for a study of the 
operating area and relative positions, and the courses of action open te 
the enemy should have shown that one of the most dangerous enemy oapa 
biliti^ from the viewpoint of CTP 62, would have been to attack the 
Allied forees at Tulagi -Guadalcanal that ni£it» 

As a ocnssqusnoa of the situation confronting him, CT? 62 at 2045 
called a conference of the Commanding General, First Mari»» Division and 
CTG 62.6 to be held on beard his flagship the MCCAJLBY, an oho re ^in 
Transport Area XRAT.** He wished te know (a) ^ether or not suffioient 
stores were ashore to support the Marines in tbs event he retired his 
cargo ships and transports early, and (b) whether CTO 62.6 oon.id.rjd 
the serening ship, oould stick it out for one or two more day. wittout 

carrier air support.* Meamfcile, he madea ^ tat 4 ^” 
draw his transports and oargo ships at 0600, Aupxst 9th, the earliest 

hour that morning light would permit. 

Upon receipt of thi. message, CTG 62.6 decided to close Transport 
Group Sat in the AUSTRALIA. He, at 2066, directed tte Commanding 
Officer of the CHICAGO to take charge of the AUSTRALIA Group and oarry 


. CTP 44 P.V.on.1 ran? to C»pt«L K.C. PMk.r. Jill. Of"®* >"*T 

History. Bevy Department, Washington, D.C., 1948, and again cm J 
1st, 1949 in oral statement to Cosscodore R.W. Bates, US*(Ret), Head 
of Department of Analysis, U.3* Haval War College. 

** Action Report CTO 62.6, August 15,. 1942, para. 91. 
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out the basic plan while he proceeded to dose the VC CABLET. Be advised 
the Comas n ding Offioer of the CHICAGO that he did not know whether or not 
he would return to the formation that night** Unfortunately, he did not 
at the sane tine notify tho Cancan ding Offioer of the VTNCHINES of his 
impending departure nor did he direct that offioer to assume command 
during hia absence.Instead, he retained oosuaand within the AUSTRALIA 
even though he knew that he would soon be some distance away in the trans¬ 
port area* Apparently the possibility of night notion did not seen 
pressing to hi*. This was a serious mistake, for it intensified an already 
loose oastmand situation and not only left the Higit Screening Groups with¬ 
out any overall oonsnnder in the screening areas but also left the major 
portion of these groups without any knowledge of his absence that soever. 

At 2123, the Commanding Offioer of the CHICAGO, whieh was the last 
ship in oolum prior to the departure of the AUSTRALIA, directed the for¬ 
mation to remain as it was with the CAR BERRA leading the patrol in the 
manner previously ordered by CTG 62*6. The changes of course were made 
approximately on every even hour by the CANBERRA, employing oo liman move¬ 
ments* 


There seem to be several reasons why the Commanding Offioer, CHICAGO 
did not lead the group - hereinafter referred to as the "CHICAGO Group”* 
There was a possioility that the AUSTRALIA might return earlier than ex- 
peoted, end he did not ohoose to shift positions twioe in the darkness 
and mist* He had no personal staff to assist him, and his ships officers, 
liks himself, were very tired from two days oonstant vigil and attaok* 

It appears that ho expected no enemy action that nlgit despite the fast 
that ha had reoeived the di spat oh at about 1900 reporting the enemy sur¬ 
face foroa east of Bougainville* His action of remaining In the rear 
position of his group is therefore understandable, but it was not sound* 

A oosBnander must always b# alert to insure for his oonmsnd every possible 
advantage that oan be obtained* 

At 2136 SOPAC foroes reoeived another dispatch from OGKSOmSPAC, 
addresssd to all task fores oommsnders Pacific Fleet, reporting an air 
sighting at 1101 In Lat* 06°-42*S*, Long* 156°-06»1. of two haavy or 
light oruissrs and on# well unidentified ship* (hie oruiser was reported 
as similar to ths SOUTHHAMPTON Class**** Vo mention of this seoond sur¬ 
face contact report appears to have been node in the dismission of CTF 
62's conference. It was, however, mentioned in the report of at least 
one of the subordinate commanders***»♦♦ If it were reoeived by CTF 62 and 


* Action Report (#G 4z.4, Augisfc T5EE7 IWI7 para* 9l* 

** Personal Interview of Captain Freds risk Riefkohl, U8V, Commanding 
Offioer, VIVCBBES, recor d ed January 29th, 1949, by The Chief of 
Vaval Operations, Office of laval Beoords and Library* 

COKSOnSPAC Dispatch 060647, August 6th, 1942* 

••*• Action Report TUCMM, Report of Action Occurring off 8avo Island 
(Guada l canal-Florid# Island) Area, light of August 6th-9th, 1942, 
Serial 0021, August 14th, 1942, 
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CTO 62.6 It m not ecnildtrtd as m Nrioot tkmt, p*rbtp« CTF €2 wad 
CTO 62.6 osnsldered that tbs ter— reported «u either a part of tha crui- 
■ar fora# bomd for Sakata Bay. tha intentions of whleh they had alrandy 
diaeamad. or parhapa thay fait that It aaa aaraly anethe nr snail foraa 
ahioh aaa retiring to tha north and tharafora oniagsrtant. Tha raportad 
position aaa about ««m alias to tha north of tha IOCS assay srolaar 
position and aaa given by a aaaand Australia n pilo t aho obviously had only 
raportad tha tao light ora tsars of OTHT BIGBTOT and tha destroyer 
TOI1 • 

At 2 too err 6S raoaltad aord that Tulagi, Oatutn and Tananbogo wars 
ooskplataly In Alliad hands sacoapt for a fan lsolatad sniper positions.* 

At last, tha unloading oparations there night pmoaad without tha tie-up 
fron Js pans sa foraas ashoro. 

At 28f tha WILSd, ahiah had baan dlraotad b y OCP BSPXT SBW at 
2015 to rv^aoa tha danagpd JARTIS, joined tha TIIUB1EB Group In its 
night oruisar station•** 

i '.uft this tins also CTF 62 dlraotad tha BOUT to oaoort tha 

danagst. troysr JARVIS through Lsngo Channel baok to tha Baa Habridas. 

Ha dir#* * tha Consandlag Offieer, H0T1Y to pui thasa ordars to tha 
JARVIS. 

At 2S2C CTF 62 bald tbs oonfaronoa on tha MCCAhLKT with tha Conanucl- 
ing Genera}, Irst Karina Division, and with CTF SB.6.aa* and advisad 
than of tha intention and of his tentative dsolslen. This oonfaronoa aaa 
of sxtrant ** portanoa to tha thrao aonaandam. In tha aasa of tha 
caananoing v. ^arsi, nm am* wtikw, iv an* »•«*. 

unloading of aupplias In tha Tulagi Araa had not boon pro eea ding in a 
satisfactory nanner, and tha withdrawal of tha transports and oar go shipr 
for both Tulagi Mid Quadalaanal two days ahoad of tlsio bad aorioua lnpll- 
oations for tha Marinas as bora. Ea fait that tha naaasalty for retiring 
those transports and oar go chips was no at alarning, aa thair ratirsnsnt 
bo fora bo lag oonpletely unloaded would profoundly affaot tha sntira future 
oourso of oparationa in tha Solonon Islands.**** 

In tha oaaa of CTG 62.6 tha aonfaranaa ana inportant baoauaa it 
fanillaritad him with tha thoughts of CTF 62 end olarlfiod tha nilltary 
situation. CTO 62.6 at this tins was told by CTF 62 that, in his opinion, 
tha snowy surf aaa fbroa raportad off Bougainville uns dostinod for Rakata 
Bay, possibly to operate torpodo-oarrying seaplanes against the Allied 


*" 6Wt"toMbat larratlve, The Landing la iho fcolonous, pegs tb. 

** Action Report WTLSC*. Action Against *nony Surface Ship* off Caro 
Island Bight of August 8th-Pth, 1842, Serial 006, August 20th, 
1942. 

*** Bar Diary CTF 62, August 8th, 1962. 

**** Coasoanding General First Marina Division's Final leport on Q uads 1 - 
1 Operational Phase II (fron H-hour to taming, August Pth), 

»<: . ..~1 002c 1C6/8SS. __ 
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forces* CTF 62 also stated that h# had requested for tha next day, full" 
soals bcablng of this foroe, which he felt euro would ho in Rebate Bay.* 

It was Important to CTF 62 booauso ho desired to dlsousa the situa¬ 
tion with his senior subordinate caanandsrs, ano in particular with CTO 
62.6 who at 0911 that morning had requested a rough outline of the present 
situation future intentions.** Although he had already made an esti¬ 
mate of the situation and had arrived at a tentative deolsion, he never¬ 
theless thought it not only wise but ef paramount importance that the 
senior oosunanders should be allowed to oosment* This action of CTF 62 In 
calling this oonferenoe was sound. For after the retirement of CTF 61 in 
the SARATOGA, he would be the senior commander in the Tulagi-Guadalcanal 
area and his was the responsibility for vhe dsolsions that had to be made 
aa- a result of the withdrawal of the carrier air support. 

At this oonferenoe all oo—endure agreed with CTF 62* s opinion as to 
the projected operations of the Japanese surface force end the probability 
of increased air attacks fross Rekata Bay. They also agreed, however re¬ 
luctantly, on the necessity of withdrawing the transports and cargo ships 
at first light (0600), provided sufficient supplies for the Marine opera¬ 
tions ashore could be landed before departure. In aooordsnoe with this 
agresamnt the Commanding General, First Marine Division, went ashore 
imsediately after the oonferenoe at 2546 to ascertain the situation as 
regards supplies at Tulagi. Until this information had bean received, 

CTF 62 oould make no final deolsion nor make any roooasksndatlon to CTF 61 
or to CGMSOPACFOR oonoomlng the situation. He did not realise, of oourse, 
that the C(wending General, First Marine Division, would not return to the 
MCCAWLET until about 0800 the following morning.*** 

At 2546 the RALPH TALBOT, whioh was on the northern radar pioket 

-*■ - * . M | *eu4 aaw « n» nl ana 1 Mr AW«r 

«VttAW| VUMWI WU vui UUAUWUVXJ awu wi uaew* ewvM* -j —*0 •*" w 

Gave Island and heading east towards Tulagi. The RALPH TALBOT broadcast 
on TBS and TBO (the latter, a portable voice radio) the following 
massagei "Warningl Warning! Plane over Save Island heading east.” Her 
Commanding Offioar attempted to get this report to CTF 62 and to COM DBS ROM 
FOUR, but failed to get the message through* The report was heard by tha 
BLUR, PATTRRSOH, VUJCWWB, QUIMCT and others. CCMEBSDI7 RIGHT then 
aooepted tha vessags for delivery to CTF 62, but was not able to deliver 
it. 

The 2400 positions of the ships of CTO 62.6 end nrt Support Groups 
LOTI and MIB with relation to tha oenter of Savo Island were* 

(a) Screen - 

RALPH TALBOT bearing 010°(T). distant seven miles* 

BLUR bearing 270°(l), distant ten and seven-tenths miles* 


* Action hsport &G <&*6, light of Action off Savo Island, August 9i!h, 
1942, August IS, 1942, para* 91. 
ee CTO 62*6 Dispatch 072211, August 1942, to CTF 62* 

*** War Diary SOUTHARD, August 1942* 
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(b) VINCHOfBS Group boaring O0O«>(T). distant four ond ono-holf »Uo». 
(o) CHICAGO Group boaring 146*(T), distant ton nllo*. 

(d) 3AH JTJAS Group boaring 090*(T), distant oloTon nllos* 

(a) AUSTRALIA boaring 140®(T), distant twsnty »ilo»* 


(b) OPERATIONS or CTF 61 (CosuMuador Expeditionary Foro s^ 

CTF 61 on August 8th appoars to bars boon satisfiod that the forsnoon 

iHordto* to pUn. for h. I..™*™ 

directives dvrlng that tins to olthor of his task foroo oosuaandors. H 

nas dooply interested In any roports oanceming the onony oarrlor, 

in his stitus as Caswander Expeditionary Foroo (CTF 61) and “ 5 ”* lmUU 

in ths lattor role, it was his sssignj^d task ^ oould 

floors and a roady attack group of bonbors In tho SARATOCSA.^l®h oouia 

bo launohod immediately to attack tho snsny oarrlor. If it 

by tho soaroh pianos. H* followed tho progress of tho morning searoh, 

which tho WASP launohod at 0606, with Interest. * ** ^urfaoa 

WASP soaroh pianos had landed r\t 1024, ho learned tha enowy 
bL> dl.eo.*r*d, but th.t . 

bean shot dom north of Rekata Bay and that a snail Japanese wossol ha* 
boon strafed in tho sane area.* This gave hi* an indlo.tion that perhaps 
Rekata Bay was being onployed by tho Japanese as a base for seaplanes. 

Ho did not have to aooopt as final tha results of tho WASP 
for at 1364 CTG 61.1 had launched tho schemed *fte*no<» 

BTERFRISE to oorw 1®. 

th.t th. flshto- pilot* OT*r Tula,i* Ouudolounul hod 

twin-engined torpedo plonoo and twin-engined horiscntal b«»bors, o 

which ware oarfying torpedoes.** 

u . oonono—OO of th... roport., CTF 61 r.-.>.tl »t. d tlb^ . lt»tl«. 
Without awaiting reports frost ths afternoon soaroh ho nado a tentative 
decision? md at 1630 referred it to CTG 61.1 by Tiaual sigh*- * sta lng* 
orJ...lblllty of torpodo pl». .tt.pt 
pr..«t fl^wr .tr«o*th. 1 lotmd to "»o««nd *“****** 

tivs.**** 


CTF 61 also included in tho easts stossaga tho following* “In case 


• WASP Visual Dlspaioh 0723^, Angust IK27 jj*® JPJl, fil , 

*• CTG 61.1.2 Visual Dispatoh 060236, Anyst 1942, to CTG 61.1. 

CTF 61 Visual Dispatch 060426, Auyust 1942, to 4 Ct t n 1 l 

.... CTF «1.1 Visual Dispatob 060616, Attest 1942, te CTF 61. 
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oontlnuo proaant oparatico. I baliaro mm* *rn should ba usod tc^orro* 
M today. Hbat do you thlnkf* To thia quary CTF #1.1 olao ropllod la 
tba affirwatiwe.** 


CTF 61 thm if%«r about too bouro ftrthor ooueidarattea doai@@d to 
rooeMad tbo ratlroawut of TO 61.1. Bo tborofOro ooot tbo following 
disuoteh at 1807 to COBBOPACFOU "Total «f£tor strength rodoood trim 
tla«tp«lM to ooroaiy^ol^t. la lo.r*a ooabor of ooooy torpodo 

snd bcaUr pianos In aroo, rtoeaood iaaodlato withdrawal of oorrlora. 
Isqusst you ssod tankoro lnwodiataly to rands rroua doeldod by you aa fool 
naming low."*** 

Doaolto tbo roaooow advansad In this dlopatob for tbo lnwodlrto ro- 
tirawant of tbo warrior forao, analysis iwala that tha aitwition did 
not Ratify his waking auob roiicnwmdatlow at this tlwo for tbo following 

rawsonat 


(a) Bo knaw tbot bla baolo oolauro objootiToa woro far trcm aooow- 

favorably, bat thooo at Tnlagl and fbnanfcogo bad boon aiowod down booauaa 
of aoritmo away opposition* 


(b) Hi* Infcrantion o.’ tbo situation in Iron Bottow Sowid and aaboro 
waa innufftoiont to wain this doolalow. Ba bad littla. If any. ^* OTr *’ 
tlon of tbo loglotioo and otbar dlfflonltloo tbot woro inlaying tbo 
unloading of tbo transport* srrsn langor than 

wbiob CTF 62 bad gluon bin bafaro inguat 1st. ^ 

authorised to taka any nation ho deowod noooaaary w ith out ^**T**Jf 
his subordinate > oa — niis rs, bis failmw tooawsnlt CTF 
splewous by tbo font that ba did aononlt CTO 61*1. It should huvu tew» 

sarlaualy awbarraaa tbo osndwot of tbo landing opomtiowo. Fhy *** 
not dswsult CTF C2. who waa am »or* tital ly ***~™* 4 : y 

of tind waa araiJabla to do aa - la aotewro arplainad. 8i^ifi**»tly 
mouth, bo bad sot rrsn wada CTF 61 tm tufonautiou addroaooo for tbo 
wocsags bo asnt (XMB0PAC7QK roquostlag approval for ratlring tbo oorrlora. 

(o) Ho know that tbo swoaaoa of bio oolauro opormtiona “ d 
fans* of tbo aroas sayturod, wold dopoad in a Urgs part sn local air 
ruporiority. tosh loool air •«P*rlority aoold onlybo^ 
«Tforaaa afloot. alnoo tbo capture J«P—nao 
waa not aa yot In opamting addition. (it waa not finally roodyfor 
until about 2016. logout 10th). It would mmmt&Jf i 
0 f tbo forooa afloot to naintaln air ongwriority until tba airfiold was 
provided with sufficient airoraft and faallitlaa. 









(4) Be kMV tbtt nnewa in battle om rtrtly be aoooepliahed with¬ 
out mo losses, and that it was atMiurj for him to MlftWa i naming 
estimate of tho tltatioa and to wel^i any possible ooxree of aetioo on 
tho buii of acceptability as to ooot*. Ibr mm reason ho believed that 
ho had loat tw en t y- o ne fighter planoo ( tw en ty -one por cent of hia original 
ooaiplMMot of ninety-nine fighters). Ho oaasidorod thia as an uneocept- 
ablo loss vhleh dopriwod hln of ouffioioot dofansas against Japans so air 
attacks* Actually, ho had loot hot sixtoan fighters* Hia r «aaifiiac 
fightor strength totalled eighty throw in tho throw warriors, which was 
four fighters no re than warriors had had then they watered tho Battle of 
Midway. Therefore, it swans estrenely doubtful if hie looses in fighter 
strength were sufficiently great to Justify his classifying than as un¬ 
acceptable • 

(e) The shortage of fool, although not ademoed by CTF 61 as a 
priaary reason fo. withdrawal of tho oarrioro, aeons to haws bom. incor¬ 
porated Into his request to OCMBCPACTOt in each a Banner as to infer it 
as an additional lnportant reason* Two days of flight operations in the 
riolnity of Ousdaloonal Island, without anany detection or attack, had 
entailed stccadng at spee d s influsnood only by the wind Telocity over tho 
flight decks i end should haws affected fuel esnounption no differently 
than routine flight operations anywhere* Us rareenlag destroyers sad 
cruisers, unlike those in Iran Bottcn lend, had not bean required to stean 
at hl£i speeds wader cnany attacks but had no rely cruised with the carriers. 

It la always In a wh ant upon a eonanader to take every opportunity 
afforded to oonoortw the fUel in hie fbree, and the night retirsnenta of 
TO 61*1 to tho southward provided the ooeasion for at owning at eooaenleal 
cruising sp eed at least half the tine* Apparently, in consideration of 
this feet, CTO 61*1 stsened throughout each nigh* •• fifteen knots. 

A study of tho war diarist of these carrier task group# during July 
IMS reveals they were repeatedly refueled an route fra* Pearl Harbor to 
Fiji*. and that all ships wera ev ent u ally "topped off" to ninety-five 
per east a opacity on July S9th end 29th at sea 800 adles south of Suva. 

The oilers PURI, CMABBtV, T1PPBCAM0S and KIIJMBA had all bean busily 
engaged ia thooo fueling operations and replanlahed their on supply fron 
chartered tankers at Vounea* 

mile the Ixpeditionary Pores was an route to Tulagi, the Cl MARK* 
effected randetvone with the warrior force in a position sixty miles 
southwest of State Island in the Mew Hebrides at 1000 on August Srd. 

This position and tho track of the CHUSB0M for tho next tee days of fuel¬ 
ing operations is shorn an ttagraa ”1”* The CDtAKBGM "topped off* the 
8AKAT00A and eight d es tr oyers on August Srd* On August 4th, she refueled 
four wore destroyers of TO 61*1) and was released at naan to refuel the 
destroyers of ff It** After this the destroyers ware refueled ae necessary 
free the heavy ships of tho various task groups* 
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A cheek of tha lost of the ships of TO 61.1 for August 8th indicates 
tbs destroyers of TO 61.1.1 awragsd shout eswatyflw persent of 
ospsoltyt tboso of TO 61.1.* shout forty-two por *nt sad thois of TO 
•ia!» ib.«t fortj-four p.r .1 tto °f ^ 

.f «o 

this feme becoming oritiosl. It is estlnsted that ths dostroyors »»**• 
fu.l for otxxit thro. «y> »* flfW« ;“»*• ■“* tho h^Tr . hlp. hooo »ttlo 
Mrs".* tho foots sms to ho that although tha fual in the ooo*»d was 
diminishing daily it «u not at this tins so oritioslly low as to foroo 
rotlrenmt from ths arm. In fast CTO 61.1 doss not appear to^haro^ 
originatsd say dispatches eonosming an urgmt need for rsfusling, and 
his affirmatiw roply w CTF 61 n ado no nsntlon of fual at all. 


CTF 61's rsason for wanting to rotir# doos not appear thsrsfor* to 
hats Son tho lowfuel in hi. iSips. this is homo out hy hi. suggestion 
to CTO 61.1 to oontinuo to ops rats on August 9th in ths sans 
August 8th if tbs rstirssMot roqusst ms dl **PPromd.** *® 

in dl oats that hs ms fully prsparsd to operate with tbs fuel on* 

Doss it not also indioats that ho ms not too sura that his soatsnplstod 
rsquost would ho approrodT 

?rm tha ahem it sosns dear that CTF 81* s dssirs to rstiro TO 61.1 
ms notiwted hy hia fooling that it ms rnwiss to expose hi *®^f rl * r V 
possihls onmy air attaok - eepeoielly hy torpsdo piano. - and *y »® other 
consideration.*** Ho appear# to haw fit that 

Inporteat that it transomdsd tho objeetiwe assigaow to bin, iK^^uding 
the air support that CTO 61.1 ms mquirod to preside TF 62. The fa«t 
that suoh a prooipitous departure night seriously Joopsrwis tho success 
of tho so tiro operation at Tulagi -Guadalcanal, for whioh hs ms responsible 

as fin— nil IT gxpeairionary Fores, w* -*s^- ^- 

Task THO which tho Joint Chief, had indicated a dssirs ^•xpsdits**** 
doss not appoar to haw bom firm tho serious consideration it dosorwd. 


lar Diary, m 61.1.2 (CTF 16), Augu.x 
ss CTF 61 Visual Dispatch 060*26 to CTF 61.1, August 8th, 1942. 

*«• A similar eonolusicm ms arriwd at by Afeiral Arthur J. HopUum, 
aW, in hit report of Inf omul Inquiry into ths Circmstanoo. 
Attending ths Loss of tho VIHCHINIS, sto., on August 9th, 1942, 
sutnittsd to tho Cowandsr-in-Chisf, Paoifio Fleet, May -5th, 19*8, 
therein ha stated "The Japanese Cesunander deemed It wise to rstira 
at hi* speed to awid, if possible, the sir sttaek to be sxpeofd 
from our free, at dam. Ironically enough, the only part of our 
force oapable of naklng suoh sn attaok wore at tho sane tine rotir g 
in the opposite direction because of the sens apprshenoiou. 
ess* Mar Diary HASP, July 28th, 19*2. 
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It i' unfortunata that CTP 61, la n*kin* hit raoonnandatlcn, failed 
to luftora COBOPACFOl fhlly of tha dalleats naturo of tho situation at 
Tulagl-Ouadalaanal • Psrhaps OOWOP1CFOR* • approval ai*ht bars bM> da- 
layad. 

At about 1645, CTP 61 raaalvad COMMW*SPAC*a dlapatah importing 
throe orulsara, thro* dsstroysrs, and two aoaplaaa tandars or jpuiboata 
la Lat. O0*-4»*f•• Lta|. 186®-CT»*.a *o information la avullabla ao to 
hla raaoticna at this tins. Sinaa ha did not asks any 
olana. ha imm to ham fait that hla ra i saw n dot lea to CChSOPACPOR for 
tho rstiraamt of Tank Para# 61.1, and oapooially eo in tha faoa of an 
a d d i tional throat of to rp odo attaoka froa saaplanoa haaad In tha Southam 
Solomon lalanda. was oorraot. 

At about *686, ha raaaivad a naasaca from CTP 65 report in* tba ra- 
aulta of tha saarahoa aorta by hla aonaaad on tho 8th. All aaotora 
aoarohod aara raportad ai nagatim axsspt Saotor I and tha 1 aft balfof 
Ssotor II whiah had not boon aoarohod booauaa of bad waathar.a* Thaaa 
aroaa had boon oernrod by tho WASP aoaroh plaooa in tha aomi»|, and again 
by tha ■riMPaiS* aaarab pianos In tha aftamoon ao that tha tfaraat o ran 
onony aarrlar uaa allnlnatad from hla eoneidsratiens for vha tins bain*. 


(a) OFgPATICWB OP CTO 61.1 (Connandsr Air Siypo rt Foroa) 

-... at alright, CTO 61.1 bagnn hla rat ora to tha saatward and 

proioodart at flftaan knots to arrlaa at hla dsslgnatsd lamahln* poaltion 
at 0600 on August 8th,aaa 

Tha darlliht wsathar eondltiona in tha vicinity of task fo.-so had 
lmprsrsd aonaldarably oiar tho prooodln* day. Plying 

assailant. Tha sky uaa raportad as 0,6 cloudy, surfaos visibility Mira- 
atrlstod, mind V* aaaantaan knots, aoattarod ahonara, aaa sain. 

Throushaut tha 8th, ha oontinuad hla oparationai (a) In support _°* 
tha Alllad landln* oparatlona and tha Alllad aurfaoa foraao in tha Tulagl- 
Qwadaloanal Araat (b) In providing air covar for hia oan task fores, and 
(a) In provldin* air ssarshsa to augaant tho aoaroh oparatlona of CTP 66 
aa raquaatad by CTP 61. 

At 0606 tha WASP laamshad a aoaroh of fcnlva aoout bonbars fron har 
position baarln* 16T (l) distant oi^ty-.amn nila. 
thirty-four alias fron Capa Han*low, to ssarsh tho •^to* 260°(f)• 

040°(T) to i radius of 220 alias. Sha avidantly axtmdad this •ni'A to 
lnoluda all of Santa Issbsl Island and tha law 

fron this ssarsh rotumod on board tho WASP bwtwasn 0968 and 1024.#*** 


T ^ma BWin Diapatoh QboV 17. August 8th, 194Z, io C<ll3Pkk6. 
aa CTP 68 Dlapatah 061266, August 8th, 1942, to CTP 61. 
aaa CTP 61.1 Tlaaal Dlapatah 070611, August 1942, to TO 61.1. 
aaaa Report on Capture of Tulagl-Quadaloanal Araa August 7th-8th, 
1942, WASP Sarlal 0194 of August 24th, 1942. 


» 


/ 

/ 
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During ths progr*## of ths wornln' 1 a search CTO 61*1 maintained 
fighter# and a ready attaok group on tha flight daek of tha SARATOGA which 
ha desired to launoh lanedlately in oaaa a Japan#*# oarriar war* looatad. 
That ha was inalatant that thia group b# raady for inatant offensive 
action, on tha raoaipt of a eontaot raport fron on# of tha WASP aaaroh 
plana#, ia dirulgad in tha text of thraa dlapatohaa sent to CTO 61*1*1 in 
tha SARATOGA alarting him at 0620,* again at 0026, •• and finally at 
1029*** to tha naoaaaity of keeping fighters and tha attaok group raady at 
all tlaaa until noon In oaaa an enemy oarriar vai looatad and a boating 
attgok was oarrlad out. 

At 1080, CTO 61,1 laamad from tha WASP that tha morning saaroh had 
ba«n oanpleted with negative raaulta, axeapt for tha shooting down of an 
#n«#iy twin-float seaplane north of Rekata Bay and for tha atrafing of a 
aaall craft flying Japanasa color# in tha aana araa. Tha WASP raportad 
tha raaulta of this aaarah to TO 61,1 In a visual message *ant out at 
1068.**** 

CTO 61,1 eoaunenoed rati ring to tha southeastward at 1200 at a Point 
Option apaad of fir# knot#. His rstirsasnt oourses wars apparently tha 
raault of his own analysis of tha naad for aaa room for tha oarriar# as 
affected by tha direction of tha wind, and not aa tha raault of mj 
directive frost CTF 61, 

At about 1208 a Japanasa air strike eane in to attaok the transports. 
At this tine, CTO 61,1 had a ooabat air patrol over the transports of 
thraa fighters fron tha WTKRFRISB and sight fra# tha SARATOGA, a total 
of eleven, in additional ooabat air patrol of four fighter* fron tha 
SARATOGA was sn rout* to tha transport araa but it arrived too lata, 

Thas* Allied fighters succeeded in shooting dona four Japanese land attaok 
plana# and one Zero fighter but did not suooaad in breaking up the attaok. 

Between 1847 and 1864, ha launched an additional air search group of 
fourteen torpedo planes fron the BITBRPRISS to conduct a 200 nil** aaarah 
of sector 2T0°-016° fron a point of origin Let* 09°-S2'S., Long, 1690*80**., 
and a 200 nil* saaroh of sector S45o(?) - 090°(T) fron another point of 
origin 09°-60’S,, Long. 1600-66*1. Those searches had base designated to 
cover adjacent areas. At 1749 twelve of these fourteen torpedo planes 
returned and landed on the WTBRPRISX, The regaining two landed at 1889?** 
Evidently this aaaroh hod bean extended by the pilots while in tha air, for 
the WTBRPRISI reported to CTF 61 that two pianos had sanrahed to a radius 


' * C¥0 61,1 Visual Dispateh 072120, August 1942, to AM Bi.1.1. 

** CTO 61.1 Visual Dispatch 072226, August 1942, to SARATOGA, 

•a* CTO 61,1 Visual Dispatch 072816, August 1942, to CTO 61,1,1. 

••** WASP Dispatch 072868, August 1942, to CTO 61,1. _ 

>*••* Letter August 24th, 1942, fron Co—rding Offioor, STBSFRISB, 

Cuuuaming Operations in Support of Occupation of Tulagl-fetdaleanal, 
August Tth-ath, 1942, Sorial 0194, August 24th, 1942, 








of 860 alios la tho uoatsrn .ootor ond tnalre plans® had toarAod to a 
Mdloo of 880 ailoo In tho northorn ond oaotorn >ootoro» all nith 
Slim!* A study of mac~ «V ^ t hat tho 

15 ?Sti**- 

““i.lr .t ib.ut MXO. B» ■tmPBOT £"“ 

tho northsastunrd, hut that tho a-aa to tho eastward aao oloar. 

As a aattor of hlndaitfit, It la of lntoroct to oaalyoo tho axtant of 
this Sarah te relation to tho position of tha Japanese Cruiser 
Ttot fores had oeaplstod its passacs southward throu^Bou«ain^lll*^J^t 
ITlSOO hadsntorod Tho Blot-, and at 1618 had sheagod oourso to 120O(T). 
Sui!^t Sd SSrelTSthin tho radius of tho 1TBPJIB 
2 tho oostom sootor. It Is uofortunnte, fron tho AUlod 
So third soar ah plane fren tho nest h*d not also searched to 860 nllos 
radius rethor than to 880 alios i for had ^ 

oorerod BoucaUTill* Btrait. This pises Ss^t SslX 

Japanoso Crulsor poroo uhlsh was prosont at that tine. As * ** 

uorehlmc to bat 880 nllos this piano nisaed a prohahlo oontaot by a no 

thirty nllos. 

Throughout tho afternoon. CTO 61.1 osntinaod to pro***’ air IS 

TP 68 uhiohsonsistod of approrinately toolre fi^tarjj *° 

him rat fores texlah oonslstod of ferty-tuo filters until 1BOO. 

ZZAlr «. .U «t 1M0.« *« ***•» -r. 

snp loyod as noosssary far aatl-subosrlna patrel. 

. k _ .__■ i - - mm04 i iairt tho air 

CT ° ”•!« “* fci.i*^. 

u’urr* *f ittMki by dlw ><*•" *** d * llT * r * 4 

strafing attacks on sn«y positions. 

CT9 ei.l th. r#tir«ra* oo«r~ ror u !«•(*) p** 4 

knots. At 2880 hs shaagsd oourso to 880®(T).*o* 

Total aircraft losses August 9th. Pieters, one oraahsd, Banters, 

none* 

Hi. 1400 HMitlCB — L«*. U*-«0’S.. MM* m # -4T'». 


h>r— 


opatsh 061060. Ansars 

Tulaal OraaShlasnal Area August Ttb-Bth, 1948, Serial 005, lass 
14th, 1948 and SARATOGA Iter Diary. Angast 1848, Anna* f. 

•as Iter Diary, WT1BPRIS1, Angiat 1941. 
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(d) OPERATIONS OF ALLIED SUBMARINES 
(1) Operation* of 3-50 

^. jus: sw-s s ms 

.utL?too # •^Sd.r^if nJSir^htrfwt *y 

SsS=SJSf^? 

SMSLBSrSKSESS^ 


Tho approximate 2400 position of the 8-38 ins boar in* 270 o(T), 
distant fourtaan nils* fron Capa St. Oeorgs. 


(2) Operation* of 8~44 

Th# s -44 ma patrolling suh»er*ed off tha southarn ontraaoas to 
Byron and^tefto Straits and nada no contacts. Tha Co«»dln§ Offios 

SShoad aftar dark. Son* tin* tharaaftar ha iwitad a -n.sajs di tint 

hi» to nor* to Area WED, vhioh appears to haT* bajn tha area orr c pa 
Oaorff*. law Iraland. Ha therefore prooee&ed at about 2100 in a easterly 
direction around Haw Hanover Island.** 

At 2400 ha vas about fire nils* south of I« Hanover Island in 
a position about thirty miles vast of Steffen Strait. 

(a) OpawaTTCwa OF CTT S 3 ( Cn s n m n der Aircraft South Paoifla Z°I 5 l ) 

CTT « ...roh op*ration* <» taftat Bth Mrjta •‘"J 1 " 

nd VI rsmainad the saw Sector in va* mo ox ^ ^ ^ g#otor m 

«- «.»*. «r th... ««*»>« 

follows**** 

Sector I was not searched beoaus* of bad vaathar. 

SMtor II •*• ■oorooly half MM-tata. »• rl*t h»lf m. not 
M btouoofl^ 1 -***th*r i th* l.ft half «. .^oh^ to . 

III*, only r*th*r thu to th. pUm^ IBP " 

■os. R*>ulta «.r. o*s»tlT.. I* au ”J“V ~LTfrJ t 

Crul**r nr** .pprMobM tan I.l« 4 , tut th. llUta Marta, tata 






HllUMM Bid 


W bMB flow as plumed, ev^ld not have diooovered tho Cruiser Foroe. 

August 8th, eheree. tho B-1T that did soaroh ^o abi^Mt 
aunri.e and had reached it. 680 nil** «*tr*dty by <"18. Had «n i 

••arob in addition to the oarly nornl^S*•£** **?*JjritSiit^o^th.ir 
piano, asking thl. «oar oh boon instructed to bo at tho extrwity of thoir 

•ootor. by mwt. thoy nould probably have di.oor.rod tho 

C~E” »« *- 8 “* 

•oaroh had boon plaood in offoot in Sectors II* and August 6th wd 
6th St So apodal roqno.t of CTF 6? who foarod an attack through 
aroa, but uao dropped thereafter. It 1. not olear dy a ®oar<rfs of thi 
SS m* not or^daod in Sector II, after the Japweeo ord.er. oero 
reported off Habanl and later in 8t. Oeorgo*. <*aimel on August 7th. 

8eetora III, HI, and VII were eearohed with negative reaulte. 

Sector If ea. eearohed by tho patrol plane, ehioh had bow aoved up 
trm Hapiritu Santo to Maw ^aaike Batnary tho preceding day. Ihoao plane, 
operated fro. the tender MACdVAC. 

Sector ▼ ea* eearohed to a diatonoe of only 600 dies with negative 
result!! The outer fifty die. of the planned 680 die. ea. not .enrobed. 

There ia acne doubt aa to ehether the eeereh of toe aeotor 
to Siao(T) free Malaita Ialand, did .earah had 

ceding day by CTF 62, eaa actually node. CTF 68 *t*te* J 1 * *** JJ^T 7 
that all^ea^ah*. ear. oenduoted in aooordanoe eith the Bado Operation 

Plea and there i. no entry in the Diary ooneeming a aearoh of thl* nee 
” ... _ «... j m m w» Ml* eyf g^tff h .1 ftOCDtlT .tatcd 

S^°i. i« Sl^.f^Vplrita S a»to. -hlik 

eearohed to a dirtanee of about 816 dle. beycnd 
ativ. results.** Aawdng that the aearoh ea. nade and 

departed at daw, they ahonld hare reached the outer llnlt of th *f r *?* h 
at about 1216. A plot of thi. .oaroh i. ahoen on Diagram At thia 

tin., the Japan*.. Cruiaer Faroe ea. roughly *^**7 » 11 ** *° aorthwaat. 
It i. apparent, therefor*, that thi. aearoh aa conducted. 7 

have bean ineffective* So .peoial report ocnoerning the re.ult. of thi. 
aearoh ea. made by CTF 63 to CTF 62. 


CTF 68, do had roo.ieed not only tho di.r vfcoh tram. CCKSOOISPAC re¬ 
porting tho Japan#.# Cruioor Force off Bougti eillo 1 J?* 

« 2 «, roauo.t to boob the.e .hip. in Baksts Bay on August 8th # .com to 
have oonourred in CTF 62* a opinion a. to the de.tinaticn of the Crui.er 


* ear Diary TfflnB, Auguot 1842. _ „ u 

m Letter October 20th, 1©48, tram Boar Adiral M.B. Oardinor, Ttt (Chief 
of Staff to CTF 68) to President, Haval Mar College. 





Foras, for ho did not rooomond othor notion* In fact, he direotod the 
B.WTB Bombardment Group to be prepared to attaok this enemy foroe in 
Rekata Bar at 1200* August 9th* He also directed the Coonending Officer, 
MACKINAC (Cta 65.6) at Marenasixe Estuary to make a four-plane night 
torpedo attack on this foroe on Augist 9th.* This latter order was re¬ 
leased at about 0254, August 9th.** 

Table 4 shoes the disposition cf Allied lead and tender-based air¬ 
craft in the SOPA C Area as of 2400, August 8th. 

(f) OPERATIONS OF COMMANDER ALLIED AIR FORCES. SOMESPAC 

Comender Allied Air Foroes North Eastern Area, SCSfESPAC, conducted 
air searches on August 8th In support of the operations in SOPAC Area as 
foil oast 

(a) Three Hudsons from the Fall River Field at Milne Bay reooxmoiter- 
ed the Solomon Islands in Reoonnaissanoe Area "B", and a fourth Hudson 
■ads a short reoonnaissanoe flight over Reoonnaissanoe Area "Siren" ehioh 
appear?, (frosi previous delineation of search areas) to have included the 
sea approaches to the Loulsiade Arohipelago, the Lusanoay Islands, and the 
approaches to Buna Roada fro* Rabaul. 

(b) One B-17 fro* Fort Moresby reoonnoitered Reoonnaissanoe Area "C"j 
another oovsred Reoonnaissanoe Area "D", and a third B-17 nade a photo¬ 
graphic intelligence mission in Beoonnaissanoe Area "B" with particular 
smpbasl* on Rabaul and lari tog. 

The reoonnaissanoe flights of the three Hudsons in Reoomalssanoo 
Area *B tt are of particular significance, sinoo these Hudsons re-established 
the previous day*a oontaots on the Japanese Cruiser Foroe as it moved 
southward towards Tulagi. The contacts were made as follows t 

(a) Hudson Flight Number A16/218 was heading up from the southeast 
at 1025 when he mde contoot on the Japanese Cruiser Foroe in Lat. 060-49* 
8,, Ling. 166°-07*E. and reported it as three heavy oruisers, three des¬ 
troyers, and two seaplane tenders or gunboats on oourse 120°(T), speed 
fifteen.*** This foroe actually consisted of five heavy oruisers, two 
light oruisers and one deetroyer. 

The pllut did not trail this oontact but prooeeded to return direotly 
to his bass at Fall River. This fact is revealed by the oontact he made 
an hour later, at 1127, on one Japanese submarine, apparently the 1-121 
en route fro* Rabaul to Tulagi, in a position in ths Solomon Sea 176 idles 
away fro* the cruiser oontact on a direct line to Milne Bay. The Hudson 
pilot attaoLsd this submarine with two 100-pound bombs, but missed.*** 


• War Diary (SflF 65, August 1^42. 

*• CTF 65 Despatch 081664, August 1942 to MACKINAC. 

*** Operations Report Allied Air Foroes, Southwest Paeiflo Area for 
August 8th, 1942. 
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TABLE 4 

DISPOSITION OP ALLIED SHORE AND THIDBR-BASEi) AIRCRAFT 
AS OF 2400, ADOOST 8, 1942. 































































sss; i^rs* «». 

dvolilou of CTF M Mid CTG 82*6* 

AU rrtura«d Sltalta. 

sKH&sej rsAMiststft ‘~s» stt* 

fcl sooc M and* by tha piano in fli#st.* 
rh. di.p.t.h **<* r^rt.d tb... 

ta I<m>.Tlll. to tho Boodqoortoroof tho Co»ndorlopth 

At thi. point (orot ff 4 ^“^ U ^L,^to!^St M 

-5“ SIS” p2tSf£ 525E ir So A-trSun Ur Mr.. 

sss ss sr J«r»; 

Ss"‘.h± 

sSSTsSSaSSSSSsSS wtf- 

(1842 sinus olarac tone ¥!■•)• 

Ala diapatoh nas rooaiTOd toy CCMSQPACFO*. ^ 
toy CTF tt on ttoa HOP Fox ciohadula toatsaan 1843 “** L_ .^Mdal# at 

tol CTF «.« an tha BILLS aohadula at 1887 , and on A# H<W Pox aatoatoaio 
5i£. ££ tM. vitally Important .onto.! report ~ 

roaponsltolo ocanmdars A th. 80 PAC Aroa abouv sigh* hoar, and tnanty 
ninutoj aftswr tb* aontaot was nada. 

(A) At 1101. th. Pilot of Htata. nilW »-b.r All/166 -£_£££•* 

ta th. tarn* lta* a,t ? traitor Mro. lm '—*• ■ , taltaatlftad tmmI. 

and raportad It aa tao toaavy or light orolaora •»«»» »* t i»a 

Ala plaa# was roportod toy tha Japan#•# to ha^o trrllod Aon hr 


Srt^oflnfo^^lnqStT^ti tha Cirounstanoss Attaodingtba 

SKI, ^SSnST^i. w Ad*«i » 

(fiat o'). At 11th. 1948, paga 10. 









and this fact is borne out by the report of a 2000 -toe actor ▼•■■el by 
this —— pilot owe hour and twenty minute* later in Bougainville Strait 
in a position that was but eighty miles nay from this first contact.• 
Additional contact reports on other, but unimportant, targets indicate 
that he r e o o nn oltered also Island sad returned to his base at Pall River. 

The report of the contact nude at 1101 uaa even more incomplete than 
the 1026 report, end did not tend to clarify an already confused situation, 
toy tha pilot did not aake a more correct report la not knoun. Hoerror it 
may hare been due, in part at least, to toe fact that all fiis Japanese 
heavy cruisers had besm recovering planes in widely separated posit iona 
until about 1200 before joining up. It seems logloal to as sues that the 
Australian pilot failed to see the five heavy cruisers, but that he did 
eight toe TBIRTU, TOBARI and YWAOI which latter three ships had not 
launched planes and had been operating as a unit, apart from ton heavy 
cruisers. 

The report of this contact was received by OOVSOPACFUR at 1186 or 
about ten and one-half hours after it had beam made, toother tr not it 
was received by CTP 62 and CTO 62.6 re m ains unknown. 

The fact that both of toes# reports from the Btdeon reconnaissance 
planes were rsoeived at Tulagl many hours after toe ce nt s e ta had bean 
made, and toe further fact that sunset was at 1816, once aga in dsniad 
CGHSOPACFCS to# opportvnl of roquestlng an I—sdlate air attack by 
CCKSORESPAC planes, she.*. am have desired that mash an attack ba nadei 
and dsniad the Air Support force (TO 61.1) the opportunity to attack this 
Japan*as force on the afternoon of August 6 to, 

The recurrence of this slowness of oeanunioetions cm August 8 th, as 
an August 7to, is a repetition of a similar historical inoidsnt that 
occurred la World war II seme two years earlier. In that instance, an 
R.A.F. Hudson plane of too British Coastal Command an a reeonnalssanso 
flight am toe eastern side of toe Berth Sea cm -Sunday, April 7th, 1040, 
sighted shortly after noon a large (kmas naval force escorting transports 
cn a northerly course, ft'' ~»ilot led to report this contact by radio 
and only mentioned it ... *7 ? /atumisg to base some flour hours 
later. This contact mas of «ibu oonoem, since it was part of the Osman 
Invasion force headed for lorway. The invasion of lorway conamnoed an 
April 9th,** Although a squadron of bomherc was belatedly sent out from 
a British east ooast base. It failed be intercept this enemy fierce. The 
Commander-In-Chief, British Home Pi mas d s ni ad Information of tha 
sonant of the Germans until too v .’or effective oeant ernes sure* .** 


• Operations Report Allied Air Worses, Southwest Paclfie Area, August 
8 th, 19U. 

•* Report June 24th, 1940 from 0.8, Hsval Attache, London Concerning 
Great Britain (Borway) Bormaglan Oampalgs - initial Error, Serial 
690, Pile 907. 
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Tins, long delays in loyal dir Ftres 

and Aastralien) on directly opposite all— of t^ o glob ehadasalstodthe 
mmjt first, la April. 1940 la the onee.of the Q*rmma laaaslfla of llanpjy, 
«id ••wait la August 114* la tho oooo or tho Japanese ottoapt to dofoot 
tho Allied operations la tho Solopons* 


It slusald ho apparent that tho long do lay la tho rooolpt by tho 
action addressees of tho too R.A.A.F. Hudson ooetests aada on tho Jepeaess 
C~)..r Toro, « te(»t Mi, IMS. Wta 1 

la tho rooolpt of tho B-1T ooataot. aado oa this ! 

terra to ladltato a no 1 fora pattorn of slow aad laoffootiao 1 liar a leatlona 
between aircraft of the Allied Air Force la tho Worth laatora Aron e®4 
tho responsible All 1*4 oo—ndors la tho SOPAC Aron* 

m spite of tho foot that tho two baaot. Tomrrlllo and Port lorooby 
waro linked oa COWAIRSOPAC (CT? «5) lot ■*■ aad that thro# air **••• 

(tho abowr two plaa Pall Riwer) wore ablo to oonmsiioete on CTF 53e lot 

"C", these olrouiti woro not arployod by tho Alllod Air 

Worth laatora Aron to broodoast tho rltal inforwaticnc ootaln od 

ooataot report*. Instead, aa pro Tided In tho SCWE8PAC CwMlootlon Plan, 

these "alcaala originated in tho Worth System Aroa and addreesed to 

South Paoiflo Foroea (woro) routed Tie Headquarter! Allied Air J oro jT'* 

Ae woe whew prorloualy, there was tho additional prorialon tfaatt 7^^*° 
urgency d-ands, (sipiale> any routod Tin Port hereby or TvmtvllU 
tn the aboTe (Wot "W) point to point eerie*."* hit this prorleias 
oallod for a doolaloa as to what constituted information of urgency, aad 

■uoh a decision would therefore hare required tho ad * le f of ******. _ 

liaison oosKunie at i one of floor at each of tho bases in the 

ooeanmieation raemsiss ana parMnw** * - 

(8AAF). Tho latter pereonnol had unhappily beccme oo^laoant as a result 
of their inability to taka of fen airs action prior to tho infla* of 
Anerloan Forces, end were slow In responding to tho detsend* of tho 
•ituation.** 


im^i 


__, psratxon 

Headquarters Allied Air Forces, July 51, 1942. , 

e* interview on Jsnuary 15th, 1960. Captain B.F. Boeder, tW. Assistant 
OoMWloation Officer on Staff of C0IB0O8PACF0H on August 1942, 
conducted by Conmodore Richard W. Bates, T*W, (Rot.), Road of 
oepartnsnt of Analysis, laral War College, Wowport, S,l* 
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CHAPTER VIII 

ITT. A Mg available and "opposed 

August §th, 1^4? 


(a) FORCES EMOAGH? 

(1) ALLIED FORCE* 

(1) SCREEN 

BLUE ("DD), RALPH TALBOT (DO) - Total t 

(2) CHICAGO GROUP 
OTSBroOTTSIT. CHICAGO (CA) 

PATTERSON (DD), BAGUBY (DD) 


(3) VINCENNES GROUP , % 

VT TT CWl^lOT , ASTORIA (CA), QUINCY (CA) 
WILSON (DD), HELM (DD) 

Total forces sogagedi 5 CA, 6 DD 


(2) JAPANESE CRUISER FORCE 

CHOKAI (FF)(CA), AOBA (CA), KAKO (CA)-. 
KINUGASA (CA), FDRUTAKA (CA) 

TENKYU (CL), YU BARI (CL) 

YUHAOI (DD) 

Total foroe* engagedt 6 CA, 2 CL, 1 DD 


2 DD 


2 CA 
2 DD 


3 CA 
2 DD 


8 CA 
2 CL 
1 DD 


(b) ARMAMENTt 


( 1 ) 


ALLIED FORCE ... 

■CfflBIOTT VIHCEHHES. QUINCY, ASTORIA (nina 8-inch, eight 5- 
ineh;; CANBERRA (eight 8-inoh, four 4-inoh, eight 21-iuoh torpedo 
vtttw TAT WAT PATTHRSON- RAGLEY. WILSON. HELM (four 

WUUWA / i MftiVAif »IMMk 44 — y - —- 3 » 

6-inoU, sixteen 21-inch torpedo tubes). 


(2) JAPANESE CRUISER FORCE** 

-CflfKil (ten 9"£nolt, four 6.0-inch, sixteen 24-inch torpedo 

tubes)* AOBA, KAKO. KINUGASA. FURUTAKA (six 8-inch, four 4.7-ineh, 
eight 24-inoh torpedo tubes); TEfIRYU (four 5.5-inch, one 3-inch, 
six 21-inoh torpedo tubes); YUBARI (five 5.5-inoh, one 3-inoh, 
four 24—inch torpedo tubes); YUNAGI (four 4.7-inoh, six 21—inch 
torpedo tubes). 


* iddTtional Allied ships were in the final pliase of this night action. 
However, for one reason or another, aa will be shown in this chapter they 
were not actually in the battle. These were the AUSTRALIA, SELFRIDGE, 
MUGFORD, KLLE T. The JARVIS was disabledbut passed through the combat 

area during the battle, _ 

** SOURCE! ATIS Historical Dirision G2 General Headquarters, Far Eastern 

Cos—and April 1950. 
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(c) STRENGTH AND TTEAKNE3S FACTORS 


The following survey of portinent strength and weakness factors of 
each foro* has boon made to swmarite the material for testing the foasi 
bility and acceptability of possible courses of action. 

ALLIED FORCE 


STRENGTH FACTORS 
Radar 

More, and more modem destroyers 
(6 to 1) 

More 8" guns (44 to 34) 

Cruisers had more life (27 to 23.6/ 
Cruisers generally superior to 
Japanese cruisers. 

Close support nearby (3 cruisers 
5 destroyers) 

More torpodo tubes in destroyers 
(96 to 6) 

More 4.0" and 5.0" than enaoy*s 

4.7", 5.C" and 5.5” guns (60 to 34) 


TTBAHIES3 FACTORS 

Forces separated so could be 
destroyed piecemeal. 

Commanders of different 

groups not familiar with one 
another’s plans. 

Personnel worn out after two days 
in combat area. 

No flag officer present. 

No battle plan. 

Lack of correct intelligence con¬ 
cerning composition enemy 
cruiser force. 

Night attack not anticipated by 
high cazoaand. 


JAPANESE CRUISER FORCE 

STRENGTH FACTORS USAKNBSS FACTORS 


Surprise 
Initiative 

More light cruisers (2 to 0) 

More torpedo tubes in cruisers 
(58 to 8) 

Better trained in night operations 
Ship-based aircraft well trained 
for night flying. 

Familiar with oombat area. 

Freedon of aotion. 

More war experience. 

Forces conoentreted. 

This analysis indicates that, insofar as guns, torpedo tubes, 
design, and equipment in general were oonoerned, the advantage lay wit* t;fte 
Allies; that insofar as oombat experience, freshness of personnel, surprise, 
initiative and oonoontretion ware oonoerned, the advantage lay with the 
Japanese. Thus, the Allies had material superiority; the Japanese, morale 
and teotioal superiority. 


Mon homogeneous 

Enemy forces stronger than ex¬ 
pected. 

Had not operated together. 
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CHAPTER IX 


OPERA TI0W3 OF JAPAHE3B CRUISER FORCE 
OQOO August 9th to 0132 August 9th 


(a) THE APPROACH 

Tha Japanese C.uiser Foroe continued onward in night cruising dis¬ 
position towards Tulagi on course 120°(T) speed twenty-four knots, and all 
ships in condition of readiness OHS. At exaotly 0000, August 9th, with the 
south entrance to Tulagi bearing 140°(T) distant thirty-seven miles. Com¬ 
mander Cruiser Force ohanged oourse to that bearing, increased spaed to 
twenty-six knots and assuaed the battle formation whioh he had ordered in 
his Signal Order Ho. 25,* The vanguard of his oruising disposition, whioh 
was composed of the TEHHTU and the TTJHAGI in position 1000 yards on the 
port bow of the CHGKAI, and the YUBARI in a similar position on the star¬ 
board bow, immediately reversed oourse and took position in the battle 
format ion. ** This formation was actually a simple column with the ships 
in the following order* CHQKAl(FF), AOBA(F), XAKO, KINUGASA, FURUTAKA, 
TBIEYD(F), YTJBARI, and TUH1GI. 

At 0025 Conander Cruiser Foroe sent two signals to his foroe* (hie 
west "Three heavy oruisars south of Savo Island, oourse 290°(T), speed 
eighteen knots”) the other was* "Prapara to fire torpedoesi”*** Tha 
signal, referring to the heavy oruisars, evidently was s report of the 
AUSTRALIA Group whioh had ravarsed from a northwesterly oourse at 0015, 
ten minutes earlier, to a oourse of 126°(T), This information had been 
given to the Japanese Commander by one of the two oruiser planes whioh 
wers reoonnoitering the Tulagi-Guadalcanal area and the observation was 
made et the tims the CHICAGO Group wae o;-\ oourse 306°(T) st speed twelve 
knots,**** The report was somewhat inaccurate as to composition, Thsra 

* % « a-. « __A a*wa 4 m te aa t 1 4 AT\ aflVlA 

v»r« touiAu/ wo ovBvrujrwiH auu wu va «*•»*» — ~ — -- -- 

Thm third oruiMr, Urn ADS THALIA* had departed at 2123 for Araa XRAT off 
Guadalcanal. This report was reasonably accurate as to oourse (306° 
instead of 290°) but somewhat inaccurate as to speed (twelve instead of 
eighteen). However, when one considers the pilot's problm of operating 
over hostile aurfaoe foroes, in low visibility *ad on a moonless night, 
his performance must be rated unusually creditable end refleoted merit on 
the Japanese ship—based pilots, 

Comaander Cruiser Foroe must havs been extrsmely gratified to receive 
this report, for his lets afternoon reconnaissance plane had not returned. 


* CKbDIV 8 Detailed Buttle Aeport Vo, 8, Solomons level Action, August 
7th-10th, 1942, CIO Doovwnt 36927, June 27th, 1947, page 1, 

*• Beoords CSODIV 18, August 8th, 1942, HOC Dooumsot lt0984. 

**• War Diary KAKO, August 7th—10th, 1942, WDC Dooument 180143, 

**♦* UB8B8 Interrogation lav. Mo. 83, Vol. II, Interrogation of Japanese 
Officials, Interrogation of Captain Kenkiohi Kato, IJM, page 381, 
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This inf oration not only tended to verify his own estimate of enemy 
foroes, based in part upon the report of Contender FIFTH Air Attaok Force, 
but it also indioated that he was going into motion against divided enemy 
foroes, each group of whioh was inferior to his own foroe. 

The signal "Prepare to fire torpedoes" was in keeping with his sig¬ 
nalled battle plan and it foreshadowed relatively "olose motion . 

At 0045, he ordered battle stations alerted.* This order established 
a condition of readiness believed to be similar to the African Condition 
of Readiness CHE. A few minutes later, at about 0053, the >,H0KAI sighted 
on bearing 162°(T) a ship resembling a destroyer.** This ,stroyer was 
the BLUE on her radar patrol a tat ion. At 0064 the AOBA, which was direct¬ 
ly astern of the CHOKAI in column also sighted the BLUB.*** Diagram K 
shows that the range at the time of contact "**j^* 900 /* rd J*. 1 . T* . . * 

fortunate for the Japanese that the BLUB, even with radar, failed to detect 
the Japanese Cruiser Force on its approach. This long-range sighting by 
the Japanese lookouts was merely one of many long-range and astonishingly 
accurate reports made by them during the action. 

As will be shown later, the Japanese reports of sightings were almost 
always made long before similar reports were made by the Allied lookouts 
and were, therefore, of inestimable value to the oremanding officers of 
all Japanese ships engaged. This superiority in night visual deteotion 
was presumably due to superiority in night glasses; to longer training in 
actual war conditions and to freshnass of lookouts, when oompared with the 
Allied lookouts who may have been suffering from fatigue resulting from 
several days of intense combat operations. It may have been due else to 
an unwarranted relienoe on radar by the Allied ships. 

Conmmder Cruiser Force appears to have been somewhat surprised by 
the presence of the BLUE. Hie planes had not reported her, she was pa¬ 
trolling across his line of approeoh through the south channel Into Iron 
Bottom Sound, and she might seriously interfere with his plans if she dis¬ 
covered his cruiser foroe. He had two apparent courses of Th* 

first was to continue on, to endeavor to pass the destroyer without dis¬ 
covery end without gun motion, and to endeavor to surprise the three 
cruisers reported to be south of Save Island. The other was to change 
oourse to a little south of east and to endeavor to pass through -he north 
passage into Iron Bottom Bound without discovery. He chose the latter 
eourso of action, for at 0068 ha changed the flag-ship’s course to 100°(T) 
end signalled "Enter by north entrenoe!"*** 


SVIfrl 


oumeni 




ary 
12th 1947 

** USSB8 Interrogation Hav. Ho. 83, Vol. II. Interrogation of J *P**"»« 
Officials, Interrogation of Captain Kenkiohi lato. IJH, page 361. 

**« CRUDIV 6 Detailed Battle Report Ho. 8, Solomons laval Action, August 
7th-10th, 1942, CIO Document 86927, June 27th, 1947, page 4. 
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At about 0103, he sighted on bearing 159°(T) what he mistook to be 
another destroyer,* but what evidently was a two-masted sohooner. This 
sohooner was probably the samo ship which had been reported by ar ENTER¬ 
PRISE plane on August 7th in a position northwest of the Russell Islands, 
since no other Japanese ships had been observed in the area. Because of 
this contact. Commander Cruiser Force now had to re-cstimate his situation. 
It must have appeared to him that this seoond destroyer was par' - of s pa¬ 
trol across the entrance. Although no picket ships had been reported by 
his planes, nevertheless, it was a logical seourJty measure for the Allies 
to take. He decided that he would grin no advantage by endeavoring to 
enter through the north channel which would also be patrolled. It would 
be wise to strike immediately. He also observed that both "destroyers" 
(BLUE and the sohooner) were gradually withdrawing to the southwestward 
and had either not discovered his oruisers or had decided to take no di¬ 
rect aotion other than report his presence. He did not think that either 
of these possibilities was likely.** *** Although the action reports do not 
so state there is reason to beliave from some of tho interrogations that 
Coasaander Cruiser Force’s deoision to carry out hia original plan to enter 
through the south channel may have been affected also by possible reports 
from his oruiser planes of an Allied oruiser group east of Savo Island in 
addition to the one to the south. 

He therefore, at 0105, direoted the CHOKAI to turn right to course 
160°(T )i and at 0108 he signalled "Enter from south passage!"** He con¬ 
tinued at twenty-six knots on course 150°(T) with his ships at general 
quartors. He decided to withhold fire, maintain silence and trust to 
ohanoe. This was a wise deoision, for his oommaad had not a* yet been 
observed by the BLUE or by aay other Allied ship. His presence was un¬ 
known. 


During this time. Commander Cruiser Force made no contacts on the 
other Allied radar patrolling destroyer, the RALPH TALBOT. This was 
probably because the RALPH TALBOT, at 0100, was approximately 24,000 yards 
away, or slightly more than double the Japanese demonstrated range of vi¬ 
sibility. When the CHOKAI turned southward at 0105, aha was approximately 
19,000 yards away and therefore was still beyond visual range insofar as 
the Japanese lookouts were concerned and beyond radar range insofar as she, 
herself was concerned. 


At 0112 when due west of the north point of Savo Island, Commander 
Cruiser Force ohenged course by follow-the-leader tactics to 160°(T). Ha 
then, at 0118, ohanged course to 180 (T); at 0120 to 150°(T); and at 0121 
to 110°(T),*w*Thia latter course would have taken the Cruiser Force just 


* War Diary 8th Fleet, August 7th—10th, l'?H£, diG Poounent *74635, l(ay 
12th, 1947, page 2* 

** U3SBS Interrogation Nav. So. 109, Vol. II, Interrogation of Japanese 
Officials, Interrogation of Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, IJH, page 472, 

*** Track Chart Annexed to Records CRUDIV 18, August 7th-9th, 1942, 1IDC 


Doouasnt 160984 
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outside the 100 fathom curve on the south aide of Save Island. Why Com¬ 
mander Cruiser Force desired to operate so close to Savo Island is not 
explained. It would appear as though the correct course, once the Allied 
patrolling destroyers had been evaded, would have been to head directly 
into Iron Bottom Sound and towards the transports off Guadalcanal. Per¬ 
haps he hoped to interfere with Allied radars by operating close to a land 
mass. Perhaps he was seeking the three cruisers, which had been reported as 
operating south of Savo Island about one hour earlier, and wished to lo¬ 
cate them prior to his "rush in". Whatever may have been the reason Com¬ 
mander Cruiser Force proceeded on course 110°(T) until 0124 when he commenced 
running into a heavy mass of clouds which obscured the southern end of Savo 
Island and extended several miles to the southward. Ke # therefore, at 
0124, changed oourse to 160°(T) to avoid this cloud mass. At 0126, Com¬ 
mander Cruiser Force signalled "Proceed independently* * It is believed 
by this signal, he meant that the CHOKAI, CRUDIV SIX, CRUDIV EIGHTEEN and 
the YUNAGI were to aot independently of each other.** This was an unusual 
order, but in view of the nature of night operations, was sound provided 
:hat each of the above tactical units was to operate independently against 
Allied shipping, their designated objeotive, Otherwise, does it not seem 
that it would have been wiser to have kept them together? Night combat 
operations are very difficult and unless forces are kept together, melees 
often result, and it is difficult to distinguish friend from foe. This 
was especially true of the Japanese foroes at this time, for, as has been 
pointed out previously, the cruisers comprising this force had never ma¬ 
neuvered together before. 


At 0128J, the CHOKAI changed course to 130°(T) and at 0132, to course 
096°(T).*** She passed Savo Island at a distance of about three miles on 
her port beam. The other ships followed in column. 


* CB.TOT V 5 PeiallVd BaUle tteport No. 9, Solomons Naval Action. August 
7th-10tfa, 1942, CIO Document 8S927, June 27th, 1947. 

** UbSBS Interrogation Nav. No. 109, Vol. II, Interrogation of Japanese 
Officials, Interrogation of Captsin Toshikatu Ohmae, IJN, page 472 and 
Hav, No. 61, Vol. I, Interrogation of Rear Admiral H. Matsuyama, IJN, 

*..* Track Chart Annexed to Seoords, CRUDIV 18, August 7th-9th, 1942, 

WDC Document 160984, 
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CHAPTER X 


Qp«p»TiQB8 OF MJ.TfP fldEBIIO CHtOPP 
QOOO August 9th to 0182 August 9th 


Am the Japan *js Cruissr Fcroo approeahsd tbs TulagL-Ouadaloanal »m, 
th« ships of TO 62.6 sad of Fits Support Groups l/TFE and KISS, which vors 
asslntod patrol etstions la tho wsstsm ontranoo to Iron Bsttos 8ouad, 
voro oral slag la their aseig&ed patrol »r«s as doserlbed previously aad 
as shout oa Plato IV. Booauso tho Allied chips, which actually « s Sf**5 ** 
tho hattlo, ooro net osnosntratod late oao group hut ooro lastoad widely 
asperated into four groups consisting of too groups of single ships, oas 
group of four ships ond oas of firs ships, it sosas wire to discuss ths 
aetlons of sash of these groups separately in the order that they were 
encountered hy tho Japacess. 


(a) OFBRATIOBS OF BLTM 

The BLUE ues pa trolling her radar and snti-submarine station. BhM 
mi <n Jtesriosa Cuditicn of Roadiaoss TWO. Tho wsathsr uas partly cloudy 
uith a wind of four knot* frss tho aorthoast. The ^aa uas o*i*#*** ■®®** 
The vislbilvsy of 8000 yards, as givsn by tho BLUE, uas about 3000 yurds 
)«ss then tho 11,000 yards demonstrated by tho Japanese. This discrep¬ 
ancy appears to hare boon duo to tho superior ability of tho Japanese to 
detect aad recognise shi » at nl£it. 

At 0000, the BLUE uas headed oa oourso £31°(T) at twelve knots and 
• i j-i v.._i_ - A 4 .fault tan and SSfSl* tenths miles from 

h»r patrol U< md rmr.d «m> te 061«(T). ■ h *S!$!***i'^£J** 

of her petrol at 0040, uhsn she rororsod oourso to 231°(T). At about 

0063 shTw., sifted by tho CHOXAI ***^U*W***££ SlfolJIili 
However, the BLUE 1 rstuns did not sight the (SGCAX #iioh uas oloslng 

her rapidly. At 0110 the HUH ones again reversed oourso to Ott^TJ. 
Bot«~en 0106 and 0120 her average distance from tho (20CA1 use 13,000 
yards, the fifth ship in the Japanese soltam, ths rTOUTAXA^jjhich puisc 
throuch the CCOKAl's make about six nlnutos later than tho ®0XAI, ob¬ 
tained aoourato bearings on the BLUB at 0111 end at 0116. At those tines, 
Uagraa V shows that the BLUE and FUKUTAKA wars 11,000 yards apart. 


During this tine, the BLUE and the two-nastsd eshoonsr operating 

fairly sloe# to oaoh other - about 9000 yards - M Ite KJA ftoiWjl *? ••• 
her either. Tho sohosnor uas beyond the radius of visibility «hloh the 
BLUE observers reported as BOOO yards, but it is not dear shy the BLUB 


♦ LefcWr ' Jfryai I T th, 19il,'Tirosi go—its flin g Officer, buj^ io gff 
Concerning Supplemental Inf creation to Action Koport Blue (Serial 
031. August 12th, 1942), Serial 086, August ITth, 1942. 


/ 
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failed to loaata the schooner by radar* Tha BLTV's radar m» operative, 
aa la shorn by tha faot that about ona-half hour aarliar it had detected 
one of tha Japanese orulaer plaaea flying over Savo Island. Houerer, aha 
did not — thla aircraft detection until aha had bean alerted by tha 
RALPH TALBOT* a broadcasted earning. leather this failure to nuke radar 
ooataota uaa due, (a) to the interference of the lead ana sea nearby (Sara 
Island and Guadalcanal), (b) to iaenperlenoe or inattention on tha part of 
the radar operators, id»o acre probably Tory fatigued after aereral days 
of intense concentration, or (o) to tha alible fact that the BLTJI'e sola 
a ear eh radar uaa more affective against aircraft targets than against 
aurfaoa targets cannot be dote ruined, Suffice It to say that the BUS'S 
radar uaa highly ineffective. 

At 0192 the BLTS uaa on courts 061° (T), speed tvelv? knot# and uaa 
bearing 27S*(T) distant nine nilea fren the oenter of Save Island. 

(b) OPTRATKMB QF CHICAGO QSODP 

At 0000 tha CHICAGO Group oonposod of tha CtfBRRA, CHICAGO, FATTRSOff 
and BAGLKT uaa patrolling south of the lino 126®(T) fron the ouster of 
fare Island on ecursa 50#®(?) at a speed of tuel-vo knots. The CJHB8R1A 
use leading the cruisers in solan. The PATTBRSOH uaa 2000 yards on the 
port boa (due us at) af the CflBBBA - the BAGLKT uaa 2000 yards on the 
starboard bee (due north of the GAVBX2BA). At 0015 the CHICAGO Group re¬ 
versed oourso by eeluen s o nan t to 1J0*(T). At about 0100, due Lo n ga 
Point uaa bearing 180®(T) distant five alias, course uns reversed again 
by eoluan noranant to 906° (T). 

Kxeept for the report of tha GAKBKtBA that she hoard one of the 
Japanese plaaea over h a n d at in to reals, no oontaeto uaro node. 

All hoa r loan ships uaro in Asm ri can Condition of Hoadiaoea tH>. The 
CinSBKA uaa in British Conditisn of loadlnoaa TVO, to bo diaouaaed later. 

At 015S the CHICAGO Group uaa on course 90G*(T) speed tualve knots 
and use hearing 140>(T) distant eleven and tuo-tenths nilea fron the can¬ 
tor of Save Island. 

(•) 0P1RATI0G8 OP Yimmm PROOF 

At 0000 the TIBCamn Group, O* posed of tha YIVCMDnB, QTHBST and 
A8T0BIA In eelvna In that order and tcreus e d by the HZUf 1800 yarde on the 
port beu of the VI ICM OT 8 and by the HUH* in a similar position on the 
starboard bou, uaa patrolling along the porinsfeor of its patrol square at 
a apaod of tea knots. All ships wars in Condition of Readiness TWO. 

Cocorse use being changed every half-hour on the hour and half- hour. At 
nitoight, at the vestsra corner of the patrol square, the VUCBHHW Group 
changed course fron 916°(T) to 046®(T). It continued on this log until 
0090, ^en it changed aouraa to 136®(T). Hhilo on this log, Connaarisr 
Tncnro Group dote mined that his group uaa being sot to the southeast, 
so ha decided to change oourso at tan nlnutes before and tcanty nlnutaa 







after the hour to regain oorreot patrol station 


As a oonasquaaoo of this decision, he ohanged tha oourso of the 
via Can n es Group at 0060 rather than at 0100 fron 136° (T) to 226° (T)i 
aftor which, ha returned to hie mtmrgmxwj cabin. Ee planned to sake the 
next ehange at 0120* However, he did not make thin change, for it appears 
that additional ehooking by the Kxeoutlve Officer, who had relieved bln 
as Primary Ship Control, lndleated that the V HUMniB 8 Group had been set 
to the eastward. The plot showed that the YHCEHV18 Group would have to 
remi.In on oourse 226°(T) for sosm twenty additional nlnutes or until 
0140* In order to regain the planned position In the square for that hour. 

At 0152, the VIHCKHTSS Group was an course 225®(T), speed ten knots 
end wee hearing 094°(T) distant 18,400 yard* from the center of Savo 
Island, 

(d) 0PHBATIGH80F RALPH TALBOT 

The RALPH TALBOT wee patrolling her radar and antl-suhaarina patrol 
line.** She was in American Condition of Readiness TWO, At 0000 the was 
on oeurae 262°(T) at twelve knots and was in position bearing 013°(T) 
distant seven alias fron the center of Save Island, At about 0015 she 
reached the western end of her patrol line and reversed oourse to 072°(T), 
She continued on this patrol until about C045 when she reversed oourse 
again to 252°(T), At 0120 she again reached the western end of her patrol 
line end reversed oourse to 072°(T) • At this sonant she was at her near¬ 
est point - 15,000 yards - to the Japanese Cruiser Force which had 
onomanoed its "rush In" on oourse 150°(T). Actually this range of 13,000 
yards was on the destroyer TWAGI, the last c .ip In the Japanese forwattoa. 
Reither the RALPH TALBOT nor the TOIA0I slated each other nor did the 
Japanese cruisers eight the RALPH TALBOT, 

At 0152 the RALPH TALBOT was on oourse 072°(T) speed twelve knots 
and was bearing 014*(T) distant 16,000 yards fron the center of Savo 
Island, 

(e) OPHRATICHS OF 8AH JUJ* GROUP (TO 62,4) 

At midnight, the 841 JTUB Group, eon cl sting of the eruleer SAM JUjB 
sad E.k.A.8. HOBART 800 yards behind her in oolua, screened by the des¬ 
troyers BUCHIHAV end 10S83BI on enti-euhnarine stations on the starboard 


♦ Letter, August ITth, l94t from tC4r. J.R. topper, WHt, Supervisory 
Offioer-of-the-Deek ASTORIA, to CostiuHng Officer oonoemlng 
Action Horning, ingust 9th, 1942, page 2, 

•• Action Report RALPH TALBOT, Preliminary Report of Astloa, August 8th- 
9th, 1942, Serial A16 -B/dDS 90/G3, August 11th, 1942, 
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•ad port tows respectively, o t tho SAX JUAX, were potrolling on a lino 
naming duo north-south and a nil# or so to tho oaat of tho Uniting lino, 
tho noridian 160°-04»I., longitude, at spood fiftoon knots.* 

Tho general surface risibility to tho eastward, through tho s«ai- 
oirolo from north to south, was ono nils and tho 'risibility in tho 
eastward eenlolrele though very P*° r uns * on•what bottor, increasing to 
throo nilos.o this group passed through no min squalls after 0000, 
August 9th, although nany squalls ooourrod in close proximity and tho 
olouds in tho area remained low.* 

Vo signifi ca nt oront disturbed tho routine nature of tho patrol of 
tho SAX JTJAX Oroup between 0000 end 01S2. At this latter tine, this 
Oroup was near tho southern end of its petrol in tho rioinity of tho 
o ar ose around Transport Area ZRAT. 


TSpSXETTS io 6M GY8 fteport o i first TOno of Save island Auga*i 
Vth-9th, IMS, Letter fron B.M.A.3. HOBART to CTO «.«, August l#th, 
IMS, ■iarratiwo of fight of August 8th-9th, 1942.* 






CHAPTER XI 


OP ERATIONS OF JAPANESE CRUISER FORCE 
0132 August 9th to 0160 August 9th 
0) ACTION WITH THE CHICAGO GROUP 

At 0132, Conmander Cruiser Force in the CHCKAI commenced his run in 
on course 095°(T) and, at about 0133, he signalled the ordert "All ships 
attack!"* At about 0134 he sighted an Allied destroyer at a range of 
about 3000 yards on his port hand bearing 76° to left of base course or 
019°(T), end moving slowly on an opposite oourse.** One minute lster, at 
0i36, both the ACBA and KAKO sighted this destroyer,*** which was the 
damaged American destroyer JARVIS en route to an Australian port for re¬ 
pairs, At this time the JAHVIS seams to have been on course 270°(T), 
iriiioh oourse took her 3000 yards south of the southern tip of Sarro Island. 
The Japanese Cruiser Force trained its guns on the JARVIS, but withheld 
fire,*** Presumably, the Japanese doctrine was not to open fire until the 
flagship had done ao, Commander Cruiser Force, mindful of the faot that 
naither of the previous two destroyers had opened fire, apparently de- 
oided to continue his basic plan which was to withhold gunfire until after 
he had fired torpedoes at the southern force,**** He must have been sur¬ 
prised thst he had not been fired on, as yet, by any ona of the three 
destroyers sighted. This was especially significant in the oase of the 
JARVIS which waa not only plainly visible but was well within easy gun 
and torpedo range. It is probable that he did not know that the JARVIS 
waa a disabled destroyer. 

It would be of interest, therefore, to know why Commander Cruiser 
Foroe did not change his plan in view of the oloee presence of the JAHVIS 
for he knew that she was enemy. He felt it was oighly probable that, even 
If the other Allied destroyers had not repeated his presence, this one 
would do so,***** He also felt that as this destroyer did not either open 
fire or attempt to escape, she might be leading him into an ambush,***** 
Therefore, the maintenance of seoreoy, by not firing his guns, was of 
doubtful importanoe since surprise was probably now lost. Finally, of 
oourse he knew that a destroyer has suoh a concentration of destructive 
power as to smke it highly dangerous for the ships of his cruiser force to 


* Records dfeyblV^flf, August Bth, 1942,' KBc boounent l6d9fU. 

** Her Diary 8th Fleet August 7th-10th, 1942; CIS Document 74633, 

May 12th, 1947, 

*** Mar Diary, KAKO, August 7th-10th, 1942, Solomons Sea Battle, MDC 
Document 160143, 

**** 8th Fleet Signs1 Order Ho, 26 in Records CRUDIV 18, T7DC Document 
160984, August 8th, 1942, 

***** 088BS Aie Campaigns of the Pacific Mar, Battle of Savo Island, page 
106. 
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pats within close gun and torpedo range of one of them without taking any 
offensire aotion whatsoever, TCiatever nay have been hit motives, it to 
happened that he guessed oorreotly, for the JARVIS failed to report tne 
presenoe of the Japanese ships, apparently as a result of communication 
difficulties. Commander Cruiser Foroe thereby continued to retain the 
faotor of surprise* 

At 0156, Cowander Cruiser Force sighted the uamuKRRA and CHICAGO in 
oolimm on bearing 120°(T)* distant 12,500 yards. He then ohanged course 
to that bearing in order to dose the enemy* In the resultant relative 
novesMnt, the CHOKAI and the CHICAGO Group dosed one another almost head 
on at a relative speed of about thirty-six knots. At this time the CHOKAI 
had still not been sighted by the CHICAGO Group. Commander Cruiser Foroe 
then gave the order "Independent firing!'' From this time onward the Jap¬ 
anese Cruiser Foroe while maintaining a speed of twenty-six knots, was 
strung out in a loose column generally following the CHOKAI, but aotually 
proceeding independently by divisions and firing independently by ships* 
Because of the weathar conditions existing at the time - night and varying 
visibility - and beoause of the distance of about 1500 yards between ships 
In odumn, it was next to impossible to maintain oorreot station-keeping in 
formation. Comaander Cruiser Foroe had taken cognisanoe of this situation 
as shown by his signals. He was fully aware that in a night attack, ma¬ 
neuvering the cruiser foroe and controlling the target designation and fire 
distribution of the force from the flagship was most difficult. Hs also 
was fully awara of the fact that in a surprise attack, targets of op¬ 
portunity might present themselves to the individual ships of his oommand* 

At 0157, the CHOKAI sighted a cruiser bearing 060°(T).* This appears 
from Diagram **F B , to have been the VlaCnwaS which was leading the VIN¬ 
CENNES Group in oolumn formation on oourse 225°(T), and waa heading towards 
the CHOKAI. Th? VINCENNES at this tine was approximately 18,000 yards 
away. This is the greatest distance at which a visual sighting was re¬ 
ported during the aotion. It ia not dear what oonditions existed at the 
time of this sighting, but it is possibls that the YINCENHES may have been 
silhouetted^ or even have been m ome n tarily illuminated, by the fires at 
Tulagi or by lightning. This sighting may have been facilitated by addi¬ 
tional messages from the oruiser planes, which reported the presenoe of 
oruisers eest of Savo Island*** On the other hand, beoause of the above 
information, the sighting may have been imagined. Even sc, the bearing 
appears to have been oorreot* 


* War Wary "8th F^oei, August 1§42, (if6 Document 74655, Bay 

12th, 1Y47* 

** US3B3 Interrogation lav* Mo. 85, Vol. II, Interrogation of Japanese 

officials. Interrogation of Captain Kenkiohl Kato, IJM, page 361* 








At 0138, when at a range cf 10,000 yards from the CANBERRA, the 
CKOKAI fired four port torpedoes at the CANBERRA end CHICAGO,* Five 
ninutes later, or at 0143, the CANBERRA noted two torpedoes on either side 
of her, ooming fro^> about 345° relative and passing down the column on 
roughly opposite courses.** The torpedoes appear to have been “red 
"curved fire ahead", to have run at a speed of about forty-five knots, and 
to have run true. It is not clear why the CH0JCAI fired torpedoes at this 
time for the CANBERRA and CHICAGO were in the best possible position to 
avoid torpedoes from ahead and offered the smallest possible target. 

Perhaps Commander Cruiser Force, sceptical lest he had been reported 
by the Allied ships, expected them to chan 6 e course by column movement 
within the next several minutes in order to attempt; to cross his Tee or 
at least to unmask their batteries. In such case, they might turn int( 
his torpedoes. Perhaps he wished to obtain what benefit he could from 
his port torpedoes. He might not be able to fire them once he had ch« ?od 
course to port as he had apparently already planned to do. As it was, the 
CH0KAI torpedoes all missed. 

CRUDIV SIX followed, in general, the movements of the CHOKAI although 
it did not follow in the same water. At 0139, C0UCKUDIV SIX in the A0BA, 
which at the time appears to have been on eourse 110 (T) rather than the 
120°(T) being steered by the CHOKAI, sighted another destroyer four de¬ 
grees on his starboard bow on opposite course at a "great distance .*** 

This destroyer was the BAGLEY which, at the time, was 9500 yards 
At 0140, COMCRDDIV SIX sighted three ships thought to be one battleship 
and two heavy oruisers but which wore later identified as LONDON olass 
cruisers bearing a few degrees on the starboard bow of the AOBA*** at a 
range of about 9,000 yards. These ships were the CHICAGO Group. 

.. . __ 4.1,- th- rnmrsT had closed the range to about 

7,500 yards and her torpedoes were about half way to their target, Com¬ 
mander Cruiser Force reported sighting four ships on a mean bearing of 
120°(T).* This sighting was aoourate, as these four ships composed the 
CHICAGO Group. Actually the PATTERSON bore 150°(T) distant 6,500 yards, 
and was so reported by the CHOKAI at 0140f»* 

At 0140 the CHOKAI changed course to 090°(T).**** She made this change 


- a l ar Clary Uih f leet, August 7 tK-iUUi, T942. Mtf booume nt 74«^. May~~ 

12'th 194? • 

*• Report of Executive Officer, CANBERRA to CTF 44 (CTG 62.6) „ onoeming 

Loss of CANBERRA, August 12th, 1942. 

*•* CRUDIV 3 Detailed Battle Report No. 8, Solomons Naval Aotion, Augue 
7th-10th, 1942, CIG Document 86927, June 27th, 1947. 

**** Track Chart No. 2 Annexed to CRUDIV 6 Detailed Battle Re P° r * 8 * 
Soloaons Naval Action, August 7th-10th, 1942, CIG Document 86927, 

June 27th, 1947• 
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apparently to oroaa the "Tee" and, at tha same time, to uncover tha CHOKAI's 
battery as wall a* to unmask those of tha ahipe following astern. Com¬ 
mander Cruiser Foroe appears to have ohoson this easterly course, rather 
fh«r one more to the northeast, because he wished to continue to oloje the 
CHICAGO Group at a rapid rate. This change of course is considered sound. 

It not only improved the relative position of the cruiser force and made 
it possible for each ship to deliver its m a rlmum fire against the CHICAGO 
Group, thus hastening the destruction of that groupj but it also - and 
this should have been the vital aoocmplishsMnt - assists! in clearing the 
way to the transports. 

At this same tine, the YUHAGI, whioh was the last ship in the Japan¬ 
ese column sighted the JARVIS about 3000 yards on her port hand on roughly 
opposite course, proceeding to the westward and trying to escape.* The 
Commanding Officer of the YUHAGI decided, inasmuch as he was far rmaoved 
from the main force, to attack the JARVIS rather than to continue on with 
the cruisers.* Ho made this decision without referring the matter to 
Ccamtander Cruiser Force, His decision does not appear to have been oor- 
reot, for his objective was the destruction of the Allied transports and 
oargo ships at Guadalcanal. He was only concerned with those Allied com¬ 
batant ships - those targets of opportunity » which interfered with his 
acooeiplisbment of that objective. 


It is only fair to digress sufficiently to point out here that, in 
interrogations three years later. Commander Cruiser Force's Chief of Staff 
stated thati "The YUHAGI had remained outside of Savo to act as a picket 
and to engage Allied destroyers if they attempted to follow the cruiser 
foroe in".** CGMCRUDIV 1IGHTBSH stated in a similar interrogation that, 
"une or our avitiojvn \ wm y w ~ 

mined outside of Savo. I think it was assigned an Allied destroyer as a 
target."*** Both of theae atatamenta aeem improbable on analyeia, einoe 
there ie no record of thia assignment in Commander Cruiser Force's War 
Diary nor did Ccwaander Cruiser Foroe realise at 0146 that the destroyer 
whioh he saw leaving the formation was the YUHAGI.**** Does it not me 
reasonable to assume that Commander Cruiser Foroe, his Chief of Staff, and 
CCMCRUDIV SIGH THEM would have known of the expected aotivities of the 


-*’ Raco'r'ie CSUftWlB, August Btix, i»4Z, HD<! booument 100964. Also 6iary 

Bn sign Hahsmura, IJH, Chapt. I, 2(J), page 54, 

** US3B8 Interrogation Mav. Ho. 109, Vol. II, Interrogation of Japanese 
Offiolals, Interrogation of Captain Toshikasu Ohms, IJH, page 472. 
*•* U88BS Interrogation Hav. Ho, 61, Interrogation of Japanese Officials, 
Interrogation of Rear Afeiral H. Matsuyama, IJH, page 266, Vol. I, 
**** Mar Diary 8th Fleat, Auguat 7th-10th, 1942, CIO Document 74633, May 
12th, 1947, 







Yunagi at thin time, and y«t thei. later testimonies disagree? How can 
these later opinions expressed above, oonoeming the YUNAGI's assignment 
outside of Save, be reconciled with the documents of the activities of the 
YUNAGI found in Ensign Nakamura's Diary, which account seems to have been 
the Japanese Navy Department's approved version and which makes no mention 
of piokets at all?* 

Returning now to the action, the CHOXAI commenced firing with her 8- 
inoh battery at about 0143. She did not employ her secondary battery at 
this time. The accuracy of her gunfire was facilitated by thd faot that, 
just prior to this time, one of the Japanese cruiser planes dropped il¬ 
luminating flares over the Allied shipping in Transport Area XRAY off Guad¬ 
alcanal Beaoh. These flares silhouetted the CHICAGO Group and made it an 
excellent target** for all the Japanese ships. Allied reports show that 
the first flare was sighted at about 0143 and that, by about 0145, at least 
four flares had been dropped. Technical Japanese data shows that a Japanese 
parachute flare in 1942 burned about four minutes.*** The Japanese dropped 
flares at intervals thereafter until about 0225.**** Their gunfire was 
impressive, for the CANBERRA was first hit between 0144 and 0145, and by 
0148 — approximately three or four minutes leter - she had been hit with at 
least twenty-four shells.***** 

Also about 0143 the FURUTAKA, which was the fifth ship in column and, 
therefore, in position roughly 5200 yards behind the CHOKAI, sighted the 
CANBERRA and CHICAGO at a range of about 9,000 yards. She immediately com¬ 
menced firing her guns and launched her four port torpedoes. She made no 
torpedo hits. One or more torpedoes passed under the CHICAGO about four 
minutes later****** - or at 0147 - and appear to have been the FURUTAKA's. 

It is not known how many salvos were fired by the FURUTAKA or at whioh 
Allied oruiser, but, at about 0144, she conmenood having serious steering 


* Diary Ensign NakamuraV IJN, dhapt. t, 2(J), page S4. 

** CRUDIV 6 Detailed Battle Report No. 8, Solomons Naval Action, August 
7th-10th, 1942, CIO Document 86927, June 27th, 1947. 

*** Handbook of Japanese Naval Explosive Ordnance OpNav 30-3H August 
15th, 1945, Navy Airoraft Parachute Flares, page 252, August 9th, 
1942, 

**** War Diary CTF 62, August 9th, 1942 and Letter August 15th, 1942 from 
Cosamnding Officer HI1A3 HOBART to CTG 62.6, "Narrative of Night of 
August 8th-9th, 1942", Appendix 18 to CTO 62.6 Report of First 
Battle of Savo Island, August 8th-9th, 1942. 

***** Reports of Coessander J.A. Kalsh, Executive Officer, CANBERRA, August 
12th, 1942 to CTF 44 (CTG 62.8) and of Lieut. Comdr, E.J.D, Wight, 
RAN, Principal Control Officer, CANBERRA August 12th, 1942 to CTF 44 
(CTG 62.6) oonceming Loss of CANBERRA, Night August 8th-9th, 1942. 

«**«*• Action Report CHICAGO, oonoerning Action Against Enemy Forces August 
9th, 1942, Guadalcanal-TUlagi Area, Serial 099, August 13th, 1942. 
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difficulties, whioh were ocosaioned by th# effect of her m gunfiring on 
her steering mechanism.* (6** Plato V) 

Jkt 0144, CnuuitWr Cruiser Foroe In th* CBDUI *m making * redioal 
ohksg* to th* north, *ith*r to engage th* VIICBnfKS Group or to attaok the 
Allied •hipping at Tulagi. H* a*ttl*d on th* new course of 06Q°(T) t*o 
iIbb Ui later.** Students of naval warfare will ponder over hi# reasons 
for heading in that di root ion rather than toward* Guadalcanal Baa oh. For 
hi* objective, self-aselgood it ie true but nevertheleaa th* objeotive whioh 
h* h*d ieaued to hie command, wa* th* dertruotion of the transport# and cargo 
chip*. He had heavily daaaged th* principal ahipe vdiioh were between hie 
own foroea and th* transport* and oargo ship* off Guadalcanal, and had there¬ 
by cleared th* way to those targets. Should not hi* next nove have been to 
olofe the transport area XRAT Mediately and daatroy aa many cf theaa s&lps 
aa poasibleT Ha did not do this but headed towards ox.her targets. By hi* 
decision, whioh war somewhat similar to that of the Conxanding Offloer, 
TTJVAGI, he lost an opportunity to convert a t&ctloal suooea* into a strate¬ 
gical victory whioh oould 1an been of enormous ooaaequsno# to th* Japanese 
oause. 

About thi» tine the 4£BA, which had oloned to a range of approximately 
4200 yards on th* CAMBXRRA, opened fir* with her B-inch battery end, in addi¬ 
tion, fired three torpedoes froa her starboard torpedo battery at that ship. 
Although aha thought that aha had aada thrss hits on the CtfBfitSi,*** it 
eeeas probable that all torpedo** aiseed. 

At about 0144, (XBUJRUDTV BIGHT US, with th* TfflRYU and TUBAR1, al*o 
changed course to the northeast to 040®(T) and away frets th* CHICAGO Group.* 
(Plat* 71) 

It is not possible to determine why he aed* this change of ooure* 
rather than to hsTiD followed th* movements of C0MCHDDT7 3IX« CCMCHJPIV 
K OHmn stated that th# plan for th# eo a as nii wa* to break up into an 
lmar and outer group after passing around Savo Inland and that CHUDTV 
EGHTHBT, plus possibly tha TOIAGI, was to oanpos* the inner group.**** 


-* Records (ftflffl? IB, Angus * Wi, 13<5; ftocuimmft 160964. 

** Mar Diary 8th fleet, August Tth-lOth, 1942, CIG Document 74853, May 

12th, 1947. _ _ 

*** Action Reports from Tabular Reoord* of Japanese Cruisers WDC ww* 
msnte 100825 and 361407. Alee, from T-*nok Chart #2 Annexed to CRD MV 
6 Detailed Battle Report Solomons level Aotion, August 7th-10th, 
1942, CIO Dooumamt 86927, June 27th, 1947. 

U88B8 Interrogation Bav. lo. 61, Vol. I, Interrogation of Japan#*# 
officials, Interrogation of Bear Admiral M. Matsuyama, IJM, p*ge 266. 
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This seems doubtful for such a plan would have been in direct opposition 
to Com man der Cruiser Force’s basic plan which directed the destruction of 
the transports and cargo ships* According to CCMCR-JDIV EIGHTEEN the basic 
plan was k o be accomplished as follows: "CRUDIV SIX was to attack the 
transpo. at Guadalcanal while CRUDIV EIGHTEEN was to attack the Tulagi 
transports."* It has been suggested that the erratic movements of the 
FURUTAKA may have forced the change. This also seems doubtful, as the 
FURUTAKA, despite her steering troubles, was proceeding in a southeasterly 
direction and toward the CHICAGO Group. It appears more likely that, hav¬ 
ing been directed to operate independently and noting that the heavy 
cruisers were about to engage the Allied heavy cruisers, COMCRUDIV EIGHT¬ 
EEN decided that prudence required him to remove his light cruisers from 
that phase of the action, and so he retired in a northerly direction. 
TJhatever may have been his reason, it appears unsound. The prosence of 
the two light cruisers in the Japanese battle line would have increased 
the number of targets the Allies would have had to keep under fire, would 
thereby probably have reduced the volume of fire directed at any Japanese 
Bhip, would have increased the number of torpedoes available for launching, 
and would have increased the number of intermediate guns (ten 5.5 inch) 
that could have been employed against the CHICAGO Group. 

At 0145 the KAKO, which was next in column behind the AC9A sighted 
the CHICAGO Group five degrees on her starboard bow at a range of about 
4,000 yards*** If this were her first sighting, then she had been a lit¬ 
tle slow in discovering the Allied ships, possibly because she was not 
"closed up" in formation; or because she was not as alert as the other 
cruisers. It is probable that she first becar.o alerted to the presenoe 
of the Allied ships when they were illuminated by the airplane flares. 

Also at 0145, Commander Cruiser Force noted that a destroyer, which 
he did not recognise, bearing 230°(T) had reversed uouxse.*** This was 
the YUNAGI, which by this time was swinging to her new course of about 
270°(T). She had reversed course apparently without notifying the other 
Japanese ships of her action, (Plate VII) 

A 3 a result of the casualty to the FURUTAKA and the reversal of 
course by the YUNAGI. tie cruiser force now fell Into two groups to be 
known as the Eastern Group and the Western Group. The Eastern Group was 
oosnposod of the CHOKAI. AOBA, KAKO and KINUGASA; the Western Group was 
composed of CRUDIV EIGHTEEN and was joined a few minutes rater by the 
FURUTAKA. The YUNAGI was operating by itself. 


* "ifsSBS Interrogation Nav. No. 6r,‘ VoiV I, "Interrogation of Japanese 
officials. Interrogation of Rear Admiral M. Matsuyama, IJN, page 255. 

** War Diary KAKO, Solomons Sea Battle, August 7th-10th, 1942, WDC 
Document 160143. 

*** War Diary 8th Fleet, August 7th-10tn, 1942, CIG Document 74633, May 
12th, 1947. 
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(b) APPROACa TO PIE VIHCEHKFS GROUP 

Both of the cruiser groups were proceeding to the northward.The 
Extern Group proceeded in a northerly direction *>«**«• 

Group. The Western Group appears to hare paralleled the Eastern ^op 

andT™ in a supporting position. It is doubtful if the ^• era ^ W19 

informed as to the plans of GonmumderGmiserForce. However, 

soon cleared up. for at 0146 COHCRUDIV EIGHTEEN sighted the ViNCEN^S 

Group bearing 060°(T) distant what he thought was 6,600 yards but which 

was^in flct? 14,600 yard, from the TENRYU (Diagram "F ). Course was 

changed at 0146?: to 070°(T).* Apparently this sighting was “J* 

by the light of aircraft parachute flares which were ** ***” 

by one of the two Japanese cruiser planes. COUCRUDIV EIGHTEEN reported 

that the glare of the illuminating flares revealed fire heavy Risers. 

Actually the number of chips reported was correct but the recognition was 

somewhat in error, possibly because of the great rang*. 

fact, three heavy cruisers and two destroyers in the VINCENNES Group on 

bearing 060°(T). 

Slightly before 0146. the KAK0 fired three of her four »b? rb °* i ;d 
torpedoes at what she thought was a battleship but whioh was the CHICAGO 
bearinc 145°(T). distant about 5600 yards. She then changed course to 
follow^the AOBA which was making an "S" * to the northeast. At 0146 
she opened fire on the Allied ship. She also opened fire on a emw of 
the KENT Class, the CANBERRA, employing both her main and secondary bat¬ 
teries. She claimed having hit the CANBERRA on her first salvo but .after 
that, she discovered while in her turn that most of her main **ttery 
could not bear any more, being up against the stops; and oeased firing. 

She also exaimod sinking the CANBERRA with three torpedo hits.*** 

Also at 014S, the FURUTAKA fired one starboard a destroyer 

bearing 130°(T) distant 4500 yards.*** This was the PATTERSON. The 
FURUTAKA thought that she had sunk the PATTERSON, but her torpedo had 
missed. (Plate VIII illustrates the action during this minute.) 

The FURUTAKA- s position at this time was outside the 
(and to the right) of the KINUGASA and the other ships of CKUDIV SIX, 
which were *head of her. Whether this offset position was the result of 
the turning to the right to fire her port torpedoes at 0143. 

or was incident to steering difficulties is not clear. ®»t JLt is e^a 
that the Commanding Officer, FURUTAKA was at this time considering the 

— » keoorJs cMdW 16 , W»t ^th, 1642 , WDC Document 
*♦ War Diary XAK0, August 7th-10th, 1942, Solomons Sea Battle, WDC Doom 

... fr» Tabular Raoord. of Japan... Crui..r. 

160623 and 161407. Also from Traok Chart No. 2 annexed to CRTOfV 

Detailed Battle Report No. 8. Solomons Naval Aotion, August 7th-10th, 

1942, CIG Document 86927 of June 27th, 1947, 


- 121 - 





problem as to how to rejoin in single column behind thr KINUGASA, being 
mindful of the FURUTAKA's faster movement outside the wake current** To 
complicate matters, he found himself herxded on a collision course with the 
CANBERRA whioh had changed course to the northward. He also noted that 
the CHOKAI and the preceding cruisers of CRUDIV SIX were engaging enemy 
vessels (CHICAGO Group). He thereupon abandoned the idea of rejoining in 
column, possibly because he did not trust his steering gear in the emer¬ 
gencies of battle; and instead, attempted to turn to the left and extri¬ 
cate himself.* At 0147^, he was able to change course to about 000°(T)** 
and commenoed firing with both main and secondary batteries at the dis¬ 
abled CANBERRA.*** Tplate IX) 

At about 0147 COMCRUDIV SIX observed a heavy cruiser sink as a re¬ 
sult of a torpedo hit. This sinking occurred about 2000 yards broad on 
the starboard beam of the flagship AOBA. The heavy cruiser was the CHICAvjO, 
which did not sink, but which suffered the loss of a snail part of her bow 
from one torpedo hit and suffered an additional hit on her starboard side 
amidships which did not detonate.**** These two torpedoes apparently cane 
from the KAKO. 

Also at about 0147, COMCRUDIV EIGHTEEN sighted a destroyer of the 
CRAVEN class going in an opposite direction bearing about 150°(T) distant 
6500 yards. This was the destroyer PATTERSON which was changing course to 
the westward. He immediately changed course to 110°(T), illuminated the 
PATTERSON with searchlights and opened fire. By 0150, he considered that 
the PATTERSON was sunk.** Actually the PATTERSON was not sunk, but was 
seriously damaged on her topside aft. Why he considered Her sunk is not 
explained, but it is probable that PATTERSON*s change of course to the 
south and then east affected his judgment. Neither of the Japanese ships 
sulTereo other than slight damage ±rum wie j-AliStuyn . “• 

At 0148, the CHOKAI fired four starboard torpedoes ***** by what appears 
to have been "curved fire ahead" at the VINCENNES whioh wa* about 9500 
yards away almost directly ahead of her. The CHOKAI was headed on course 
050°(T). (Plate X) 

At the same time COMCRUDIV SIX sighted the VINCENNES Group off the 
starboard bow of the AOBA whioh was swinging northward following the 


» interrogation of daptain Toshlkasu Ofrwnae. Ijrf. Battle of t^avo Island 
by Historical Branoh, G2 General Headquarters, Far Eastern Command, 
Tokyo, August, 1949. 

** Rsoords of CRUDIV 16, August 8th, 1942, TOC Dooument 160984. 

*•* Track Chart No. 2 Annexed to CRUDIV 6 Detailed Battle Report No. 8, 
Solomons Naval Action, August 7th-10th, 1942, CIG Dooument 86927, 

June 27th, 1947. , ^ ^ 

**** Suarmry of War Dgaga to Battleahips, Carriers, Cruisers and Destroyers, 

Bureau of Ships, September 15th, 1943, page 29. 

***** War Diary 8th fleet, August 7th-10th, 1942, CIG Dooument 7463S, May 
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movements of the CHOKAI. The range at this time 12,000 yards, yet. 
the first two ships sighted were identified as one ASTORIA-class and one 
PORTIAND-olass cruiser, and shortly thereafter the third cruiser was iden¬ 
tified as of the ASTORIA-class.* These identifications were remarkably 
correct when the range and low visibility at night aro considered. Actually 
all three cruisers were of the ASTORIA-class* 

At 0149 or about one minute after firing his torpedoes. Commander 
Cruiser Foroe in the CHOKAI ohanged course to 068°(T).** It can be seen 
from Diagram "J* that this change of course headed the CHOKAI directly 
towards transport Area YOKE at Tulagi. This heading brings up the ques¬ 
tion as to whether Commander Cruiser Force had now given up his first 
objective, the transports and cargo ships off Guadalcanal, and had de¬ 
cided to attack those at Tulagi, or whether he had decided next to engage 
the VINCENNES Group. The weight of evidence available seems to support 
the latter view; for, as will be shown later, he made no attempt to close 
the transports and cargo ships at Tulagi. 

Simultaneously at 0149, the FURUTAKA which had succeeded in clearing 
the CANBERRA and in changing course to 000°(T) in spite of her steering 
difficulties, fired her remaining three starboard torpedoes at that ship 
at a range of 5500 yards. The FURUTAKA claimed three hits*** but it now 
appears that all torpedoes missed. 

At 0150, Commander Cruiser Force observed the sinking of a KENT-olass 
oruiser (evidently tho CANBERRA) by two torpedo hits. Both the CHOKAI *nd 
the EAKO claimed credit for this sinking. Actually the CANBERRA, although 
heavily hit by gunfire did not sink at this time, but remained afloat for 
about four and one-half hours. The CHOKAI was only about 2000 yards from 

- . . « i a _ i.L i — _ v.,. a 4 r>iiv*4 yi iw ■fVi A « nn _ nthm* 

tne CANBERRA wnen on© smut; uuo uubomrvawu# w — --* - - 

Japanese ships made similar claims of sinkings; none of which sinkings, in 
fact, occurred at the times claimed. These discrepancies show the dif¬ 
ficulty of making correct observations during a night action, even with 
well trained and well equipped lookouts. 

To summarize the action from 0132 to 0150, a total of seventeen 
torpedoes had been fired by the CHOKAI, AOBA, KAKO and FURUTAKA at the 
CANBERRA and CHICAGO; and one torpedo was fired by the FURUTAKA at the 
PATTERSON. The Japanese thought that they had made nine hi ts o n the 
cruiser*; and the FURUTAKA thought that she had sunk the PATTERSON with 
her single torpedo. Actually, it is improbable that any torpedo hits 


* CRtfolV 6 Detailed BalUe Report Ho. fl, Solomons Naval Action August 
7th-10th, li'42, CIG Dceuaent 86927, June 27th, 1947. 

** War Diary 8th Fleet, August 7th-10th, 1942, CIG Document 74633, May 

12th, 1947. „ ^ „ 

*** Track Chart No. 2 Annexed to CRUDIV 6 Detailed Battle Report No. 8, 
Solomons Naval Action August 7th-10th, 1942, CIG Document 86927, June 
27th, 1947. 
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were made on the CANBERRA* This improbaoility was established by a 
of Enquiry subsequently held at Sidney.* Two hits wore made on the CHICAGO, 
toe accomplished some slight damage; the other, a dud, accomplished none. 

No torpedo hits were made on the PATTERSON. 

During this period, although several of the Allied ships fired Partial 
salvoa from intermediate batteries and one destroyer fired four ' 

only CRUDIV EIGHTEEN reported having observed any enemy gun « pl «hes and 
none of the cruisers reported having observed torpedo tracks. Thes 
suits olearly show that the Allied ships were oaught by surprise and 
fired both g^ns and torpedoes without having adequately solved their gun¬ 
fire and torpedo problems. 

.The 0150 positions of the J.psnss. ships, »lth relation to tho enter 
of Save Island, werei 

(a) EASTERN GROUP 

The CHOKAI was besring 130°(T) distant 13,500 yards. 

The AOBA was bearing 135°(T) distant yards. 

The KAKO was bearing 140°(T) distant 13,000 y®£ ds * . 

The KDJUGASA was bearing 147°(T) distant 13,260 yards. 

(b) WESTERN GROUP 

The FURUTAKA was bearing 163°(T) distant 12,150 yards. 

The TENRYU was bearing 161°(T) distant 10,900 yarda * 

The YU PARI was bearing 156°(T) distant 10,100 yards. 

(c) YUNAGI 

The YUNAGI was bearing 206°(T) distant 8,150 yards. 


foie to Appendix V to British Battle Summary -No. ijl. Naval 
at the Landings in the Southern Solomons, August 7th-10th, 194 , 

1944. 
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CHAPTER HI 


0PKRATI0E8 OF ALLIED 8CREBIIEQ CROUP 
0182 August 9th to 0160 Augu«t 9th 


(a) JlCTIOM OP CHICAGO OROtf* KITH JAPABE3E CRUISERS 

At 0182, tb* CHICAGO Group n» on oours* 808«(T) at •poiid 
knot* approaching tho north*m and of It* patrol lino. Th# CBU* 00 * 
PATT8RS0H and BAOLET w*r* still in Anorloon Condition of Readiness TED. 
!£ioh***nt that ono-half of th* amaasant *nd all th* ""**£**.?* 
ooauamioation station* wsr* suffioisntly n*nn*d “f f** dy f ° * 

us*.* Th* CAE BERRA was in a -odifi.d British Condition of *•£**•" lon 
TWO.** British Condition of R*adln*ss TED ms nomally a higher conditi 
of r*adin*ss than its A»*rioan counterpart. It iwquir*d that all battl* 
stations b* fully **m*d, but p*»itt*d a certain proportion of th* p*r- 
sonn*l to r*st at th*ir battl* stations, and a f*w of than to l*aT* th*ir 
stations to obtain food and to answer oalls of natur*. Th* American 
Condition of R*adin**s CEE EAST, mployed lat*r in thf «r nay har* 
evolved fraa this British Condition of Rnadin***. Th* *»di£ioaticm* in 
British Condition of Reailnas* TWO, as anploywd by th* CAR BERRA# relax* 
th* watch to southing a little nor* then that «n th* An*rlean ship* 
present, and l**s*n*d th. ability of th* CANBERRA to ***t a jurpris* 
attach. Half of th* CANBERRA gm batterl** - bor*h 8-inoh *^d 4-ln^a AA - 
w*r* fully named and ready# and the other half wr* relaxed with th* 
or owe sleeping in th* Ti*inity of their battl* quarfre. ^llgum*^ 
oonmloationa personnel w*r* inks *nd * entries w*r* al*rt in all Bh 
handling roons.ee* 

Eon* of th* Conandlng Offie*re# with th* oxooptim of th* PATTTOSOI 
were awak*. Th*- other* w*r* asl**p on th* bridge l*rel, relaxing fraa 
th* heavy grind of th* operations of th* preooding days^preparatory to 
th* further operation* to b* *xp*ot*d in th* »o™int. Em* of tUm gav* 
adequate consideration to th* po..ibility of a idgt ***** _ 

aurfao* foross. Although both C0M5OEBSPAC and CIBCPAC ^J* 0 ^****^ 
thsir r**p*otiv* Fox soh*dul*s th* 1025 contact r*poru on th* Japan*** 
forces offBovigainrill*# it is apparent that this report was giv*o no 
■or* than passing notlo*. 


* War Instructions, U.S. Wavy IW4, flip'ior VII, para. 

„ Heport^of Adniral Arthur J. B»pbum, USE, (Rot.) toCVKnfi* ** i* th * 
1945, on Infernal Inquiry into Ciroumtano** Attending th* Loes of 

th* VIECWEES# *to., on August ®th.l»42. W, JJ* 1QA? ^ nw 44 
M , Report of Bx*owfciv* Offiow CANBERRA, August 12th, 194?. to CTF 44 

(CTO 82.6) concerning Loss of CANBERRA. 
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Tfc» weather conditions at thie tine mre snooth m, lltfit easterly 
wtnda, so soon sad variable visibility, the Japanese reported that the 
visibility, oo^matoi by the illminating flares ess smsllsnt to ths 
southeast.* Or the Allied side, the RA0LST reported that the visibility 
eas very lee, end the shy heavily overcast with intermittent sheeors.ee 
The CHICAGO reported eleetrioal stones in end near the ares.*** The 
^■snat reported the visibility as 4000 yards In the olesr eeather, bet 
there more rain patches ***** The visibility ms fairly thiek In the 
seotor beteesn the BIGHT and the PATTHBCB ehioh esre rougily C400 yards 
apart. During the early stages of the set ion, that is, between 0152—0160, 
neither of these muiprn sighted the other.** The differences between the 
Japanese end Allied reports of the w eather conditions within the same area 
resulted free the fast that the Japanese ships were on the edge of a ol<ss4 
*hioh had formed to the southeast of Savo Island whereas the Allied 
a hi pi were shout ono and one—half miles outside of the edge ef this oloud 
hank. Consequently the Allied ships, silhouetted so they were by flsres, 
were wash more distinct to the Jspsnese lookouts than tbs Jsparse* ships 
wars to the Allied lookouts. 


The weather conditions were not the whole suswsr. Among ether 
fsotors was the Japanest advantage in knowing what they wore lookin g for 
feg A the manifested superiority of their lookouts, were well egmipped 
and trained for night operations, ss compared with those of the Allied 
forces. Poor visibility alone should have had no effect on the Allied 
radars, but it is probable that the heavy oloud bank was ionised end sent 
book echoes similar to land. The visual sightings by the Japanese out¬ 
distanced the eleetroniss detect ion of the Allies. It is probable that 
the failures of detection in the CHICAGO Group wars due in a large measure 
to the sans factors which affected the BUJS ae pointed out earlier. 

Theee were (a) the adverse effect that land masses had on radar operations 
at that early date, (b) the inexperience of the personnel in nr opera¬ 
tions, and (e) some fmtlgus of personnel. 

Tbs oloud bmk off Savo Island also interfered with the navigation 
of the Allied ships, tramples ef this are here given by my • t illus¬ 
tration. The BAOLST reported at 0144 that the left tmgoet ef Save 
Island bore 310 «(T) distant one end seven-tenths miles** wh roes it bore 
Slgo distent seven miles. The PAXTB801 reported at 0144 that the 


- * " g g flgrg Installed fcaUl 'e Bopori JUT iolomons Earn! Action, snguai 

Tth-10th, 1042, CIO Dseumsnt 86927, Me 27th, 1947. 

•* Action 2 *port BAOLST, Sight fegagneent Ingest 9th, 1042, Tulagi- 
Guadaloaaal Arse, Serial 01S, August 15th, 1942. 

•*• Action Report CHICAGO, Concerning Action Ageinet ferny Screes 
August 9th, 1942, Tulagi-Guadaleenal Arm, Serial 099, August 
13th, 1942. 

**** Report of Executive Officer, CASBWt BA, An gect 12th, 1942, to CTF 
44 (CTO 62.4) concerning Lose ef CAHBRRA. 
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. . island tor# north diatant four *i«i, in fact, 

woatam said of vor -11**. Actually, thaaa baring# 

it bora 528 ° diatant and cna-hair *lio«. ^ 

** r * takaa on this oloud bank and not « Biw I»1 I»land utoan 

thaaa daatroyv ra ^port^ tb^ jnp wiooo a ^a o^ CH(WAI ana no naarar 
firat dataotad. Diagram T abowa that at Qi— w unu ** 

SaTO Island than fir* allaa* 

(1) Action by CAHBKRBh** 

_. „ - j tba GAXBSKRA aaa laadlnj tha formation 

« ToS? *, rS 

sisss ssrus^ -« a 11 * - ^ " r1 "* 

STS. brldg. to > -ttor of MO-to. (S« Plot. 7) 

oh. .l*tod for t-pjto-j*;. Ztt££i «■••• *•“ 

too CHIB 3®A to—dlotoly —«>* to wmoh 
-lob olortod -on*..‘"VT"*' - 

Quartara". 8ha than obaarrad tao C* 7^ ^ by oaa obaarrar*** 

tha port bow at a diatanaa thought ^ train.* <m 

but 8000 yards by anothar.***** Tha *»““ *iT^ro«aing tha "Taa® 
thaaa tar gat..*** dotually. at 01*** Jf4BQ?jarda and CROTH7 SIX aaa 

tSi Sr.lSS.’SSi ^cSbU S — »-«*>• 

to. c—ndlo* Offloor. cumauto. dittos mltto* [° r 

fr— CO—dor CEICMO Group ° h o*‘f*^ ”“ r ‘* ^ .^^S-d oouroo to 

boord bottory to . *~? r ' f*"* fl£t o n.r-1 

ssrsh’srstasi^ *M5-i««s» ~ u “* *•* hu mrt 


.. ra - - 

It motiiiTj hir#toiftif o . wittiln tbtt croup* Buoh 

Offtooro # olthor oporotod tod.p-d-tl, by M>. 

or tnaa- _ .. - 0 f tha situation* 

or aaa foraad to do ao by t» dananda or to CTF 4* 

«** Raport of taacutira omoar. CAISWHA. xzxtl » 

....«STKS zxssssr**. -<* «-*• 

.^^"ttb.i^fr-iodr^-^; no ** 

Co noaming Loaa of CAHsEBA* axgna augu 






ohang* of course would have foroed hi* ship to fight a reverse motion 
ihloh wight porwlt tho Japanese cruisers to wot* directly into tho 
transport areasi and that If ho wao to proTont this, It was nooomry to 
latorposo his oawwnd botwosw th* transports and ths onawy orulsers• 

This oould host ho aoooaq>liahod by a change of oourso to starboard and by 
an lnorsaso lw spood, which ho oxooufced at 0146* (See Plate VI) 

It la unfort mat* that ho did not adrlso his immediate superior in 
eoanwnd in th# CHICAGO Group, of his oontaots with ths onawy* Whatever way 

boon tho reason for this failure, it in no way rolirred hlw of th* 
rooponoihility for alerting tho oommand to tho prosenoo of th# enemy. The 
failur# of ths CAHBBRRA. as well as th# RAGLRY and CHICAGO, to alert th* 
oowwand way haw* contributed in no ssmII dogrso to th# ensuing dost motion 
of th# TWCBWM Group. 

As th# C4HBKRRA swung to starboard, she was hit by numerous Japan**# 
shells. This happenod before she oould get her guns to bear on ths 
Japanese ships to port, and before Condition CtfS oould bo effectively set. 
Although the SneoutlT* Officer stated that within one minute - that is. by 
0146 - aha had been hit by at least twenty-four shells.* this la not bo- 
liorod to have been feasible. It is considered wore probable that she 
received her damaging hits within th* next four minutes. Although she 
swa fired on by the CHOKAI. AO BA and PUHOTAIA. aha was maneuvering 
radically and it is soaroely probable that hits in any number were wade 
until th* range sas found by spotting ladders. Th* HAGLKT's report sub¬ 
stantiates this oowjeoture by stating that tho CANBERRA was not hit until 
about tho third salvo observed.** 

At about 0146. tho CtfBSKi sighted a spread of torpedoes approaohlxtg 
her. Thee* had been fired at about 0144 by tho AC BA. Tho Sxeoutiv* 
Offioor. CABBKRHA reported that tho CANBERRA had been hit between tho 
boiler roosts by one or two torpedoes.* This report has been fbmd to be 
inoor> tot by the oonolusions of an inquiry subsequently hold at Sidney by 
the Royal Australian Havy. That Board founds "That after very oareful 

examination of tho survivors, tho Board of inquiry.. to the 

conclusion that this was improbable (that there were any torpedo hit*). 

Ho fuel oil afoatsoever was soon around tho ship after th* eotion. nor had 
eny survivors experienced the shook of an underwater explosion. It was 
assumed that tho list which gradually imoteased from five degrees to thirty 
degrees in about five hour*, was caused by a shell going right through th# 
ship and ponotrating tho starboard aid* mder water."*** Th* radloal turn* 
of th* CANBERRA had saved her frow being hit by the AOBA's torpedoes. (See 
Plate VII) r 

* Report of ixeoutlve Offioer. CANBERRA August 12th, 14*4, to CTF *4 
(CTO 62.C) Conooraing Less of CAXBKRRA. 

** Action Report BAGLKT, light Wgage wsnt. August 9th, 1942. Tulegi-Guadal- 
oanal Area. Serial 016, August 12th, 1942. 

•** Hot* to Appendix T to British Battle Summary lo. 21, Haval Operationa at 
the Landings lw the Southern Selcaoma, August 7th-10th, 1942, dated 
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The CANBERRA continued to awing to starboard vhile being hit by the 
rimflro of the Japanese cruisers. However, hor swing was »«ver fully 
plated and ah* teaded to straighten out on a northeasterly o^ee. Battie 
4.-p aoat probably *1 tha dlraot oauaa of thla modification In tha 
ohaage of oourse. 

At about 0148, tha Commanding Offioar waa mortally and tha 

(hmnary Offioar «m killad. Tha Executive Offioar was notlflad that tha 
Captain waa dom and ha assumed command. 

Tha C/fi raieRBA endeavored to ratum tha cnaay fire.* Sha »ay hare 
auooaadad In firing a faw ahoti; at about 0147** with har port 4-inch 
battery, but did not auooaad In firing any torpadoaa.*** Thaaa shots ware 
not wall directed. lothing in tha available Japanese reports indicatea 
that shall splashes or torpedo wakes - let along hits - ware obserred at 

this tine. 

In summarising tha aotion between 0144 and about 0148, the CANBERRA 
suffered heavy damage, whioh disabled har and rendered har almost defense¬ 
less. Her damage in part was as follows* at least four Hits on the 4-inoh 
tom deokj at least two hits in the torpedo spaoai one hit on tha after 
direotori one hit in tha plotting room* one hit between the pins of *3L 
turret* one hit on "A" turret; at least one hit In eaoh hollar room *Hloh 
resulted in the loss of all steam and power and one hit on the J* 1 *®*' u 
a oomssquamoa of 8-inoh armor-piereing shells passing through the a&ip 
below the water line, the ship took a list to starboard of five degrees 
whioh slowly increased to a maximum of thirty degrees some hours later. 

At 0180, the CANBERRA, without power but still with wayupon ***• 
waa in a position hearing 149 ®(t), distant seven and siz-temtha miles from 

the osnter of Save Island. 

(S) Aotion by CHICAGO 

At 0149. the CHICAGO. In oolumn about 400 yards aatem of the 
CANBERRA, sighted the first of the four viroraft *’5f£ paiMM 

had dropied 5 Transport Area XRAY, bearing between 110«and 1W°(T)- 
The CHICAGO had also sighted, Just prior to this time, two 
flashes near the surfaoe of the mter In the vicinity of ® aT ? * 

whioh might possibly havw boon the flashes from the torpedo tabes of 
PUROTAIA. (dee Plate T) 


e Raport of txsoufclvw CiU B Ml, Au g^t 19th. 1942. to err ~ 

(CTO 62.8) Coaeoming Loss of CANBERRA. 

•• Action Report, CHICAOO Concerning Action ^ 

9th, 1942, Quadaloanal-Tulagi Aron, Serial 099, ***“•* 
see Revert of A«h*iral Arthur J. Hepburn, WN (Ret.) to CINCPAC, my lSw, 
1949 on Informal Inquiry into Cirommtanees Attending the Loos of the 
V11C M M E8 eta., on August 9th, 1942, page 20. 
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At about 0145, the CHICAGO noted that the CANBERRA wa« swinging to 
starboard* The Officer of the Deok of the CHICAGO must have assumed that 
the CANBERRA had turned to starboard for one of two reasonst (a) that 
she had sighted something which required an muergenoy turn, or (b) that 
she had suffered a steering casualty. He oould normally have expeoted to 
be advised immediately in either event) but in this oase he was doomed to 
disappointment, for the CANBERRA made no report* 

However, he did not have long to wondor, for at 0145 as the CANBERRA 
moved to stsurboard, the Of floor of the Deok noted two dark objects between 
the CANBERRA and the PATTERSON, and one other object to tho right of the 
CANBERRA** Viewing from the left, the first two objects were the EIMUGASA 
and KAKO; the object to the right of the CANBERRA was the AOBA* It Is 
assumed that the Offloer of the Deok sounded "General Quarters" at this 
time bringing the Commanding Officer to the bridge almost immediately. 
Meanwhile, he continued to follow in the wake of the CANBERRA, and made 
preparations to fire a star shell spread to starboard in order to illumin¬ 
ate the AOBA* (See Plate VII) 

Once the Commanding Officer was on the bridge and had familiarised 
himself with the unusual circumstances of the situation, is it not sur¬ 
prising that he did not immediately attempt to broadcast a general warning 
to the entire task foroe about the presence of the enemy ahipe, including 
any amplifying information available such as i on easy types, formation or 
disposition, location, course and speed? Having failed to do this, is it 
not equally surprising that he did not attempt to notify either Commander 
VINCBfNES Group - who, as Screening Commander in the absence of CTG 42.6, 
was in cosmanl of tho western sorean, and tharefore responsible for the 
coordination cf the screening groups for battle, or CTG 62*6 who, as over¬ 
all Screening Commander, might still be able to direot some defensive 
measures Sven though he was located for the ausofit la Transport Area I81T* 
Similar questions oould be asked regarding his failure to notify CTF €1, 

CTF 52, CTF 59 and CCMSOFACTOR. 

He not only failed in his responsibility as regards these matters 
but he also failed in his additional responsibilities as Commander CHICAGO 
Group* He, of course, knew that the CANBERRA was oO(£iisa&t of the si tui¬ 
tion; for she was already maneuvering for position* But what about the 
RAGLHY and the PATTERSCRI? It was his responsibility, as Officer-in-Tactical 
Command of this group to load it into battle and to give the necessary 
orders to his four ships in order that this might be effectively done* He 
did not do this but instead allowed eaoh ship to operate independently* 
Perhaps he found himself unable to perform the dual function of Group 
Contender and Commanding Officer, or perhaps under the pressure of events 
he simply forgot that ha was the Group Commander* Hit failure to exercise 
command properly contributed in a large degree to the unfortunate events 
skioh were to follow in Iron Bottom Sound* 

* Action kepori, HliCAGO, Concerning Aotion' Against Enemy Forces, August 
9th, 1942, Ouadaloanal-Tulagi Area, Serial 099, August 15th, 1942. 


- 150 







While preparations were In presses* to firs ths s^r shsll spread to 
llliainate the AD BA., the e tar board bridge lookout reported a torpedo wa» 
to starboard at 0146.* The Co-ending Offioerstsrted to turn to Jerboa" 1 
with full right rudder,* presumably la an attempt to 

traok. But within a few eeooedy, und before the tu» to •tartoerd could 

be executed. the Main Battery Control Officer reported haTin* 

bubbles of two torpedo wakes approaching fr« port to starboard an 

ing 8460 relative•* Because the first wake to •tarboard aould iaot be node 

out fro* the bridge and beoause those on hie port hand could 

seen, the Comanding Offioer immediately turned to port with full left 

rudder to parallel these letter wakes.* 

It seseis wise to digress here to explain the aavvml torpedo wakes 
by ths CHICAGO. (Bos Plates Till end IX; 

(a) lbs failure of the bridge partennal to ask* out the r **°*’*? d 

to starboard orwfir-s the fact that it was a dead wane left on the moot* 
eea by a torpedo that had alroady passed* As the CHICAGO, a tanning at 
twelve knots, should have been erasing, at about 0146, the wakes of s 
(30111 •* four torpedoes whish had passed the CAI3KRA a little earlier it 
seews clear that the dead wake was free one of these torpadres. 


,b) The bubbling wal^s to pert - bearing 546® relative to CHICAGO*s 
oouree of 506°(T) - ley on true bearing 291 » This bearing was the 
.pproxlmt. ttwu- fr- »hloh th. PUmiM !--.d * 

the CHICAOO Group at 0145. As a Japanese oruiser torpedo, naming far 
four sdnutes at iaxhwa. speed (fifty knots)* oould have reached apoint 
s few hundred yards on bearing 291°(Y) fw the CHICAGO at 
considered that the wakes to port of the CHICAGO were node by ths FTR0- 
TAKA's torpedoes. 

Shortly after 0147, Main Battery Control signed one ofthe torpedo 
wakes cu bearing 546° relative heading for the CtttCiGO’a port bow. In 
half a uinute there waa an explosion well forward under toe «*• 

Co-ding Officer thourfit that this torpedo had struck the 
the port bow.* Actually the torpedo which had bsen fired by toe moiAKA. 
had aissedo The CHICAOO had been hit instead an her starboard aide by tw> 
torpedoes which .be had failed to observe, to# of thus *J 1 J 
off a snail part of ths bow at frona lumber Three** th* vthar struck 
fra* Kunber^Minty-fiv* (starboard), but failed to 

water dsnag* fren this torpedo did not cause any peroeptible chaig* in the 

— Action l epo ?T~cKCA5?y~5<£earning ^rjorgs AuguiOBi, 

1942, Ouadaleanal-Tulagi Are*, bsriul 099. August lSth* J®* 2 * 

** Report cf Basie Charaoteristies of Foreign **"*"*”*> 

level Torpedo Station, Wewporo, January 29th, 1948, page * 

♦a* Bunaary of War Danaga to U.S. tottlatoipe, torrtars. ^i«^a, ^ Deo- 
troyers, Got a be*’ 17th, 1941 to Deowaber 7tn, 1942, HavShi,-» (= .4), 
Bureau of Ships, Kavy DapartMant, Septenbei 16th, 194*, peg® 





CHICAGO’# trie at the -tine.* 

Th* torpedoes *iich struck tha CHICAGO were fired by tha IAKO. This 
conclusion has be wo raschad after careful atudy of tha IAIO’# target 
identification, bar time of firing, and the rang, and baling of J«rtnr- 
rat. all compared with tha firing tine, and targets of tha other Japanese 
‘rul..r. «hloh flr.d torp.do.. at th. fflICAOO Group. Th. Plottlo e aualy- 
#ia of all these Japanese torpedo tracks is shorn on Diagran F • Y / 
of partially explaining this evaluation, tha KAKO stated that her tar ge 
was "What appeared to be a battleship"** - tha CHICAGO Class had base 
»1staked previously by the Japanese for battleships. Sinos the Japanese 
htd already oorreotl/ idantifiad tha CANBERRA by her three pipas sa 

a mi Class orui.ar, the EAKO’s targat could toara ba«J 

tha CHICAGO. This evaluation la aupportad by (a) -' faot Iio£lv 

■ated range to tha SAKO's targat was givsu as 3600 asters**_*;":!f J 1 ® Y 
approximated tha actual range of about 3600 yards to tha CHICAGO at th 
subs tine and by (b) tha fact that the IAIO’s targat was on a rel*U" 
bearing of 30°* which was within fire degress of tha bearing of tha 
CHICAGO at tha tine of firing. 

I*.* mrrr«*(v>*« n h.ti ra of course to port to parallel tha observed 

~ for It «• -'--W-«« t. «JWWU, 

hit; However, it became e.ssntial for har Co—nding Officer to change 
course back to starboard, onoa the immediate danger fr« torpedoes had 
passed, and to follow tha CAHBERRA to tha eastward in t° E^Sreet- 

tha Tultgi transports from tha enemy fores that was moving in their al e 
ion. as wall as to insure that tha two cruisers ware in a position of 
mutual support and oonosntration. But as tha CHICAGO *m«g to F^rt «nd 
was approximately paralleling tha FURUTAIA's *>rpedo STT 

ing Officer decided to swing further to port because ha observed "^at 
was than believed to be a destroyer in a position to torpedoes. 

He had actually sighted the FUHUTAKA, irt^oh at 0147 was h»* d * d 
mately toward the CHICAGO and was 4000 yards away on bearing of 
296°(T). The Commanding Officer, CHICAGO did not visualise the connection 
between the FURUTAIA and the torpedoes which had Just pf esed tne ®ICA * 
and was taking further precautions against being hit. He steadied on 

course 283°(T). 

At about 0147$, the CHICAGO observed gin fire flashea close aboard 
on bearing 520° relative. She aleo observed gunfire Mj.fr* two ship. 
« her starboard bow.* Th. flashes to port were from thjgun. of the 
PATTERS OH | those to starboard were from the guns of the TBJRW And 
YUBARI• These opposing unite were heavily engaging one ano her. 


* Action Report cHlcSSO Concerning *>Uon AgaW ** 

1942. Quads loans l-Tulagi Arec, Serial 099. August 1S ^» J® 42 * 

♦* War Diary XAKO, August Tth-lCth. 1942, Solomon. Ses; Buttle, WDC Doeumc 

160143. 
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•insular that tha gun f Ira of thaaa ships waa tha first gunfira reported 
by tha CHICAGOj for tha CANBERRA - only BOO yard* away - had boon under 
heavy fira from thraa Japanoaa haary oruiaers during tha praoading thraa 
winwtaa. 

At thia tiM tha CHICAGO firad two 4-gun aalvoa of atar ahall apraada 
on a moon baarlng of 320° relative, oat for a rang# of 9200 yards.* Sinoa 
thia baarlng was in tha diraotion of tha PATTERSON, it ia csauwad that 
tha Commanding Offioar, CHICAGO wiahad to lnveatigate tha araa beyond tha 
PAiTERSCN to diaoover, if poeaible, the extant of Japanoaa penetration 
into Iron Bottom Sowid,, and tha oharaotor of the enemy foroa. 


At the aana tine tha CHICAGO alao firad two 4-gun aalvoa of atar 
.h.U. to .t.rU.rd, on . —n b~rl»c 0*0° 

of 6000 yards, to illuainata a orulaar - tha AOBA - which th* CHICAGO 
reportad aa being about 6000 yards bayond tha CANBERRA and firing upon 
her. Tha CANBERRA was baarlng 046° relative distant 1200 yards frow tha 
CHICAGO.* Tha range setting on thee* atar shells should have b@«a a ©u 
7200 yards if tha 6200 yarda range aatinatad by tha CHICAGO waa oorraot. 
But ainon tha range to tha ADBA waa actually but 4000 yarda, the range 
•etting of 6000 yarda should hav# proven satisfactory inasmuch •* tha 
oorraot firing raiaga for a atar ahall burst was roughly 1000 yarda bayond 
the target at an altitude of about 1500 feat. However, tha error in 
ranging waa over shadowed by another error in fuao-aatting, for it; tooama 
painfully apparant to tha Commending Offioar that hia atar shells had 
failed to burat. 

Juat prior to 0148, tha CHICAGO received her first hit by a "b* 1 * 
which atruok tha starboard leg of her formnaat, detonated approximately 
over the foraward smoke pipe and showered shall fragments over the top- 
aide. It also bent tha topmast,, causing interference with tha radar 
antenna for Director One.* 


At about 0149, the CHICAGO observed tha PATTERSON engaging "two 
deatroyera".* Thaaa were tha light cruiaars T1HRYU and YUBARI. The 
CHICAGO incorrectly thought that the PATTERSON was employing her 
lighta.* Tha PATTERSON was employing atar sheila, and it waa the enemy 
who waa employing searchlights against her* 

At 0160, the CHICAGO wes still on oourse 2BS°(T), apeed twelve knota 
and waa peering 166<>(T) diatant 15,000 yards from the oenter of Savo 
Island. 


(3) Action by BAGLRY 

The BAGLEY was in her screening position about 1600 yarda on tha 
•tarboard bow of th* CANBERRA on oourae 310°(T) whan the action commenced. 


* Action Report, CHICAGO, Conoeraing Aotion'Tgainat BnemyForoes, August 
9th, 194°, Guadaloanal-Tulagi Area, Serial 099, August 13th, 1942. 
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At 0144» iU sighted a number of unidontifiM ship* slightly on har port 
bow which appeared to hor to bo very olooo to Saw la load at on estimated 
ron (0 of 3000 yards from tha BAOLKT on an estimated oouroo of 1250(T) at 
hi|jh s pae d.* Thoso rhipa war# the CBOKAI sad tha JOM, KAXO, and KHUSS1 
which wars aotem of hor. fbla ecntaot proves to have boon quits ooourota 
so boras out by tha plot on DUpwi T. Tbs flWttT was actually boarini 
SOPO(t), dlstsaoo 8S00 yards fron tho BAflUR, and tbs throw above nontlon- 
od ships of (AUDIT 8IX wars on couraa ltOe(T). Coincident with nuking tho 
contact, tho RKJLTT also obsoriv. two or throo Japanese salvos land short 
of tho G&mnuu After tho first hit was scored on tho CAIflSKBA, there 
followed a concentration of heavy fire fron tho Japanese cruisers»• 

The HAflijr r did not report this oontsot to hor ianodiato superior in 
airmen' la tho CHICAGO, nor did she broadcast it to all ship*, this was 
uafortusabe, for. as has bean pointed out in tha oaaae of the GARBKBBA 
end CHICAGO, infornation oonoerning an any oontaets was of vital isportanoo 
to tho entire command* The noooasity for reporting enemy oontaets should 
have received priority ovwr all other oonsidorations. 

Tho Offloer of the Dook isn od lately ordered "General Quarters." Tho 
■ttnptii liuUdi & tOf pOdS iv tiol '.ith hST stsrbca<d t»rptd» 
battery.e She awuag "herd loft" end lneroaaad speed to twenty-five 
knots. Hor action hei boon sc prooipitioua that oho swung oonplstoly past 
tho oafs firing bearings before prinors oould bo inserted,* She then de¬ 
cided to oantinue hor owing In order to bring hor port battery to boar.* 
This action of tho Coniaailng Offloer, BAGLST in asking this ohange of 
oouroo to port rather then to starboard is questionable, for by so doing, 
he placed himself in tho position of seriously snharassing Ms owa 
cruisers** without receiving any coneencurate gain, such as decreased 
torpedo firing time. Should ho not have realised that tho Commander 
CHICAGO Group, in order to continue to oarry out Ms objective, aust 
necessarily change oourso to starboard, and that tho RAGLBY nast keep clear 
by also changi n g oouroo to rtarboardt A starboard turn would automatically 
have interposed Mo oMp betwee n tho Japanese cruisers and the Allied 
transports. At the sane tine it would have taken tha HAOLXT out of tho 
probable lino of fire, so wall as have kept hor in a position to provide 
sene anti-submarine protection for tho oruisers cf tho CHICAGO Group. 

At 0145, tho BAGLIT observed tho flares whioh had been dropped over 
Area XRAT. (Plato Til shows the situation at this time.) 

At about 0149, she steadied on a northeasterly course and fired four 
torpedoes In a northwesterly direction from her Humber Two torpedo tube 
mount. Her targets wore identified by her as two light oruisers of tho 


* Action keport, TOUSFT fegagamsnt August 9th, 1942, Tulagi- 

Guadaloanal Area, Serial 016, August 15th, 1942. 
e* Oral StatssMnt Juno 1st, 1949, by CTP62 to Commodore R.W, Bates, U8H 
(Rot.) Head of Department of Analysis, U.S. Naval War college. 








•naretn cit.. and two heavy oruisera of tho ASHIGARA Class.* Since at 
thUtiS the two J^paneli light cruiser. - the TBTRTO anfl TOTARI - 

t~rin, .taut *^,^"^-—4*^" ^7 

510°(T^* Thoao torpedoes -missed,* probably booauao the two light cruisers 

l l £Xk a^X a niuutelSr 

aiming which waa dus in part to th. fact that thajijlbility toV» oortn 
^Vpoor. making tha anany ahipa not only wary indistinct ia g^aral, 
aotually loot to view aa tha torpadoaa wara fired*. 

After firing tha torpadoaa, tha EAGLET again tumad left for tha 
purooaa of soanning the paaaaga between Ouadaloanal and Save 
ThiTaction waa of doubtful correctness, for tha EAGLEThad 
laaaad by tha Coanandar CHICAGO Group nor had aha aa yet raoaiwwd or 
iTprJo^dTla^. She we. .till of 

properly have maintained reasonable station uatll sueh iaa 
either released, as sisped to othor duty, or it beoane apparent that the 

from th- C onaand er CHICAGO Group, the Commanding offioer, EAGLET 
thi s latter condition obtained* 

it 0160. th. BiGLST «ltb loft ruMor 

firing course of 040°(I), spaed 26 knotsj and bar position wes bearing 
14B°(T), distant eitfit and three-tenths miles from the ®»ter of 8 
Island* 

(4) Action by PATTERS OK 

Tfe* so roaring position of tho PATTERSCK was on tho port bow of 
the CAM BERRA between 1600 and 2000 yards* At 0140J tha CflOKAl b * d ° b " 

ti^SUSS oTLrln, urfw « di-t-.. «S* 

revealing her actual position aa 1900 yards weat of the CAMBERRA* (S 
Diagram "F"). 

Th. PATTERSCK herself made no contact on the «sny fbroe until fir 
and one-half minutes after having been sighted by J;**^^* 1 ^* 
oruiaer during whioh tins aha advanoad 1200 yards farther along J**” 
patrol oourseof 506°(T). At 0146 ahe visually sighted «^J*ntifi^ 
5£p on bearing 506»(T) - dead ahead - at an estimated distance of 6000 
yards, close in to what she thought was the western end of Save !•**“** 
w*. what was aotually tho heavy cloud bank already mentioned in pr#rious 

thIrTOJttll. -ho.. r.l.tlT* po.lt lor, .. fifth 
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•hip In the Japanese ooluan - 6200 yards astern of the CHDXAI, or six 
minutes run at twenty-six knots - would hare plaoed her at 0146 in approx¬ 
imately the vicinity of the CHOKAI's 0140 position. The aotual range from 
the PATTERSON to the FUHUTAIA was 5700 yards rather than the 6000 yards 
she reported. (See Plate Till) 

It has been suggested that the PATTERSON'S soreening position to the 
west of the CANBERRA should have made it possible for her to sight the 
enemy before other ships in the CHICAGO Group, particularly before the 
BAOLEY. Plotting analysis proves otherwise, for the BAGLEY*s soreening 
station - nearly a mile north of the CANBERRA and therefore about 2500 
yards northeast of the PATTERSON - was in muoh better position to oontoct 
the CBOKAI »t 0144 at the range of 2800 yards, as pointed out in the 
previous seotion. Under the weather conditions, PATTERSON and BAGLETK were 
not in sight oontaot with eaoh other. 

The Commanding Offioer, PATTERSON - who was on the bridge when oon¬ 
taot was made - immediately sounded "General Quarters", endeavored to notify 
the CANBERRA and CHICAGO by blinker aignal, and paased a warning broadcast 
to all ships ovsr the TBS voioe radio at about 0146 1 "Warning! Warning! 
Strange ship entering harbor."* The CANBERRA was rlready engeged with the 
enemy, end although she eaw the visual signaling** she was too busy to reply. 
It is doubtful that either the CHICAGO or CANBERRA received the voioe warning. 

The Commanding Offioer rang up maximum speed at 0146^ and altered 
oourse to port in order to unmask his starboard gun and torpedo batteries.*** 
This change of oourse is considered sound for by changing oourse to port 
the PATTERSON should have suooeeded in rapidly launching bar torpedoes to 
starboard. This was so important aa to take priority ovor all other ob¬ 
jectives. A ohange of oourse to starboard would probably have delayed the 
firing of the torpedoes ae much as several minutes. It might also have 
caused her to foul the line of fire of her ow heavy cruisers. 

As the PATTERSON swung to port, the Commanding Officer direoted that 
the torpedoes be fired when ready; but the Torpedo Officer failed to hear 
this order,*** and the torpedoec were not fired aa the PATTERSON steadied 
on heading 270°(T). Consequently the FURUTAIA esoaped without being hit, 
and was observed by the PATTERSON to turn left to a northerly oourse at 
0147|-.*** (See Plate IX) 

As the FURUTAEA oleared the range, the PATTERSON observed two oth*r 
Japanese oruisers farther beyond on bearing 70° relative, a true bearing 
of 540°. She identified them aa one UOGAMI Class and one JINTSU Class 


• Written StatekenV August 10th, 1942, by tt. Ojg) C* P. Clarke, USNR, 
QUINCY. 

** Report of Cdr. J. A. Walsh, Executive Offioer, CANBERRA, Aupist 12th, 
1942, to CTP 44 (CTG 62.6) concerning loss of CANBERRA. 

*** Action Report PATTERSON, Engagement with Enemy Surface Ships Night 
August 8th-&th, 1942, Savo-Guadalcanal-Tulagi Area, Serial OOl, 

August 13th, 1942. 






aruiser. Th* plot in Diagram "F" «how* that these «n«ny cruiser* wr« 
undoubtedly the TEHRYU 'end YUBARI of CRTJDIV EIGHTEHT. 

*» «—-** Of , r SS‘£ .^"-.1 

itr* 

Jurats =r 

om»r Id th. CHICAGO Group »ho «d .»Torod to thfom hi. om Oro^ ^ 

r rowr^rth^rth,r?rsrr ^ - «-* - toth 

nad* earlier contact*. 

At about °^ 7 ^ 1 ^ r ^ d ^imy*yIJS l ^*hi^e£^^quww! r 

Kf r^^tTK?^ *&.-*> •JttXZX 

PTjRUTAIA had fired at the paxteR 2>C» mv ^5.- I-*- 

running beyond the PATTKRSON. 

Th. PATTERS* th« brou*ht h.r guo.^o b.M_«* 

SS5Sr;^:r - 

™ t .h2? sioh i( hit.d ..T.r.1 r.«d. .f r **^ ^r.r 

.nvolcpod tho oft.r ..otlon of th. .hip In fl.»..* _ kl 1 i.G or 

£r .ft« ca. out of .otlon .nd o»u..d o..«ltl.. of t« »n> klU.S, or 

they oould bear. These bTTthey eere wieuooessful ae regard* got 

S2h“ r tt«i. ‘nighty ^t.r’ol49 th. PAITERSCS r..u-d firing to port 


. ■ n ---- !■ ryr r — T7545 froa goiSan Slng Offioer RALPH TALBOT to 

- ««» * **»* etb - 9th - 

.. SSw*rSSa2J*«rt»U H.port f8. 8.1« T .S.T.lA0tl0». Augu.t 

Tth-lOth, 1912, CIO Doourout 86927, Juu. »th._ 1MT._ g slg ht 

Action Report, PATTERS®, Sagag*®®® lfirl^area Serial 001, 

August 8th-9th, 1942, SaYO-Ouadaloanal-Tulagi Area, S 

August 13th, 1942. 
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wployis| guiu luabori QM t Two md Four* 8ho olilotd that oho oaintaintd 
rapid and aoourato flro and suooeeded la scoring several hits during tbs 
sin nlnuto on tho rear JlRTSu-type cruiser (th# TuBARI) •* This olala was 
supported In part by the CHICAGO'S report that she had observed the PATTRR- 
8CB score hits on the YU BARI at this tino.e* and In part by the YU BARI'S 
report of resolving "sow* soratohes (during the nlgjit notion) from the 
U£it fire of an enssiy destroyer",*** but the YU BARI did not indicate at 
ehnt tine the dungs ns received* The YUBARI was illuninated during this 
minute by PATTERSCM'e star shells ehioh had been fired before gam losbar 
Three esnt out of action* 

All firing oeased at 0160* At this tine the PATTKB8C* was on course 
090°(T) at speed of probably twenty- seven knots j and was bearing 164°(T), 
distant 16,000 yards fro* the oonter of Save Island* 

(b) 0FBUTIQI8 OF YCTCBWH8 GROUP 0138 *0 0160 

During the sngagsewnt between the Japanese Cruiser Foroe anti the 
CHICAGO Group, the V1ICBIHE8 Group, which should have beta alerted to the 
situation, continued its patrol In a nor# or loss unalerted condition at 
a speed of ten knots* At 0132, it was proceeding along the southwest leg 
of the petrol square on oourse 226°(T)* 

All ships were in Condition of Gunnery Readiness TWO but thsre was an 
inport ant difference between then* The YIDCBBtt end ASTORIA w a nn ed two 
guns in ell three turrets,**** sherees the QUHCY wanned one forward 
turret and l»lf of her after turret.***** In addition all nine turret puts 
at all three ships were loaded with prejeetilee but net prised. These 
turret guns had hesn loaded during threatened air attack the previous day* 


"" ' * lotion Report, HlFFHSWT Conoamlng Rhgagenent with Japanese Sur- 

faoe Ships Right August 8th-9th, 1942, Savo-Guadaloanal-fulagi Area, 
8erial 001, August 18th, 1942* 

** lotion Report CHICAGO, Conoomlng lotion Against Eh way Forces August 
9th, 1942, Guadaloanal-Tulagi Area, 8erial 099, August 1942* 

*** Action Reports fron Tabular Booords of Japanese Cruisers, WDC Doou- 
nonts 160628 and 161407* 

**♦* lotion Report V l H C KfcKB B , Report of Action Between USS VIRCKSNES and 
Japanese Heavy Cruiser Roar Save Island on Right of .August 8th-9th, 
1942, Serial 0022, August 16th, 1942) Letter August 18th, 1942, fron 
LOdr. W.H. Truesdell, IBM, Ginnery Officer, ASTORIA, Conoerning Right 
Cruiser lotion, August 9th, 1942* 

***** Memorandum February 10th, 1948, frm Cdr* H.B. Hanabergar, USH, Senior 
Surviving Offioer, Q HI ICY, to Axteiral Arthur J. Hepburn, USR (Rat*) 
Conoerning Additional Infomation In regard to the KX-USS QUI8CY, 
at the Battle of Savo Island, August 9th, 1942, 









TIm Vfd* Ship Control Offloor la th# TIM CHIRRS at this tla* wao th# 
Stxocutir© Offloor i* la the qoiHCT th* Assistant Plrot Lieutenant and 
Omap Control Offioer,** and, la tbo ASTORIA, th* Plrat Lieutenant and 
Dung* Control Offloor 

All oraloor rnMnnffng Offloara waro fully droaeed and aaloap ia 
tholr onargonoy oabiao adjolala* thoir raopoetim pilot house*. It la 
aaamr ff that tho CnwnHnc Offloara of tho doatroyora aoro aaloap alao 
U now of tha foot that they had oxperlanoed oororal long “ d dlffioult 
daya, Tho faot that all Connanding offloara woro aaloap la not eurprfaing. 
Condition of Readiness TRD waa designed for a situation. ^anoror aotlon 
with m ourfaoo a hi pa waa prohablo hit t-aot infornatlon of tha ®®| 
wao not srwilsbl#.**** It faro about half of tho »hip*a u oppor- 

tmlty to relax. Certainly, tho CoKanding Offloor* who had boon on tholr 
bridge# for long hours omr eoworal days woro entitled to a root, and It 
was tholr duty to hoop thonsolms fit for furthor notion. Tho only aeoess- 
ity wao tho inouranoa that tho watoh was alortod to tho dcmloplng 
situation. Only tho cannon ding Offloor, YIMCKJWMS appoar* to bar# dana 
this. Tho Comma ding Offloara of tho othor oruisore sows to ham orwr- 
lookod this possibility with tha oonaoquanoo that thoy, as will bo shown 
lator, fallod to appralao adequately tho altootlon ^wn aurpriao ooourrod. 

Heather conditions In tho north ohonnol aroa woro about as follow#} 
night dark and omreast with oooaslonal lirfit nlato and rain* light 
brooco fron tho southeast} coiling about 1600 foot* overage risibility 
10,000 yards} hoary aloud* around and to tha south of Sam Xsla ij ao* 
naooth. 

Tba Qwan ii mac Offloara of th# thro* oruiaar* war* awar* of th* 
oontaot report of th* flrat R.A.A.P. Hudson plan* on th# Jap^nooo Cruiaor 
Pores at 1016, August 8th.***** In addition, th# Crun***ding Offloor, 
YXMCHKtt waa awar* of th# aooond oontaot report on thia group nad* by 
another R.AtA*P. Hudson plan# at 1100, August 6th.***** inaanuoh a* all 
ships oeplod tho Vox aoWulea, It Is proaunod that tho ^euan-iding Offl* 
oars of tho soroonlng destroyers W7L8GH and HUA had rooosmd at least 
one of these oontaot reports* 


• gw. 

•» LCdr. Cftaund Billings, 2>»Y(S), OSWU 

•** LCdr. J.Vr Topper, OH. _ 1<t , 

oss* Har test motions, O.S. Mary 1954, FTP 143, Chapter Pill, Oanoral 
Instructions for Yossols Underway - , page 28, paira. 808. 

***** Action Report YHC1WMR8, Report of Action Ooourrlng off Sar« 

Island (Ouadaloaaal-Plorlda Island) Aroa - Might of August 8th- 
9th, 1942, Serial 0021, August 14th, 1942, pago Koport 

ASTORIA, Battle of Sam Island, Serial AP3T/a14-3/(0G600), 

August 20th, 1942, pages 2 and 3} Latter Angiot 19th, 1942, fron 
R,R, Daniel, Chief Radio Blootriolan, 088, QOIMCT, Concerning 
Loco of QOIMCT to CoMEtsndlag Offloor. 
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Tbs Commanding Officer, VINCWNS8, who was alas ths Group Cosuaajndsr, 
had estimated ths situation on tho baila of thoao ocn tacts, and had alark¬ 
ed himself to tho anoay capability of preoeedlmf with this eruiaor fores 
at high spsod and of attacking tho Allied forces a oats tins during tho 
our rant midwatoh** •** As a result he had entered a notation of this capa- 
hility in his Wight Orders and had stressed the inportanoe of being 
particularly alert* He did not* however* alert the other ships of his 
pound to the possibility of a Japanese nl£it attaok* This was a fatal 
omission* for he was the Group Commander and it was his responsibility te 
injure that his command was Atlly informed as to the probability of night 
aotion* Parhapa the Group Csatnander felt that any naasagaa rsoeiv#d by 
the TIXCHHHES had also bean rsosired by tho other ships of the 7IWCENN18 
Group and that oorraet aotion had already been taken within each ship. 

As will be shorn later* nothing could hare been further from the truth} 
end the result was that all ships were caught by surprise* 

At this time* there was considerable oouoern in the ASTORIA ever the 
faot that her forward main battery fire-control radar was out of ecanaisslon* 
Bines her after fire-control radar had alae been out of commission for 
sene tine because of a shorted transformer whloh oould not be repaired 
aboard* this meant that bar naln battery wee entirely without fire-oontrel 
radar* Although this placed her at no disadvantage as compered to the 
Japanese* who wars without radar of any description* the ASTORIA ftsWr- 
thelsss realised the value of the fire-oontrel radars and expedited every 
effort te oonplete repairs on the forward fire-oontrol radar* These re¬ 
pairs were successfully completed just prior to contact with the eoemy.se 

At 0140* the vnrCBNB changed course to 31 &o(t) in order to regain 
the group's planned position in the square) for as bad been pointed out 
earlier* this group had been sat to the south eastward* The QUIICT end 
ASTORIA followed sround in oolvmm* the latter completing the turn at 
0144«ese The destroyers completed adjusting their screening position 
after the tum at about tha seme time* 

At 0146 - Immediately after the task group had sattlsd on tha new 
sours# - berth the QUIMCY and the WKin endeavored to fix their positions 
by eross-bearinge on Savo Island. The resulting fixes were considerably 
in error* because both ships mistook the edge of the heavy clcud-bank 
south of Savo Island as the aotual left tangent of that island* and be- 
eauss both fowsd tha right tangent somewhat obscured by tha has# in that 


• lotion Report VlWdftrilBS, Report of Aotion Occurring off Savo Island 
(Ouadaloanal-Florlda island) Area - Night of August 8th-9th, 1942, 
Serial 0021* August 14th* 1942* paga 2* 

e* Letter August 13th* 1942 fren LCdr. W„H, Tmesdell* GSM, Gunnery Offi 
oer* ASTORIA to Commanding Offioer Concerning Night Cruiser Action* 
August 9th, 1942* 

•** Aotion Report* ASTORIA* Battle of Savo Island, Serial APS7/A16-S/ 
(00600), August 20th, 1942* 






direction. Evaluation of date available from all sources indioatea that 
tha QUIHCY* a fix was about 6700 yards la error in the direotion of 346°(T) 
fro* her actual position, whereas the HUM'S fix was about 3200 yards too 
far to the northeast• These errors in piloting are dlsauseed here to 
indioate the navigational difficulties whioh beset the Commanding Offioere 
of ships foroed to operate in restricted areas under oonbat conditio*. and 
under poor visibility. Hadar has considerably reduoed these difficulties 
since August 1942, but has not fully elininated then. 

Son* of the ships of the YIMCHTNES Group evidenced nore oonoem at 
this tine with the danger of submarine attaok than with the possibility 
of surfaoe ship attaok.e As a consequence, whan a distant undermter 
explosion was felt at 0144 the ASTORIA, as well as other Allisd ships 
whioh had felt the sane explosion, believed that eneny submarines were 
being depth charged. This was inoorreot, for not only were there no sub¬ 
marines being depth oharged at this tine, but no Japanese eubnarines had 

as yet arrived in Iron Bottom Sound. The disturbance noted was most likely 
oauaed by the explosion of the CBOKAl's self-destruotion torpedoes after 
their run put tter CHICAGO Group* 

an. /st a c aw « nwrti wtt oftf an H QITTWPY nhlirTAd thi lliroril^ 
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flares which had bean dropped by a Japanese plane in Area XRAT to silhouette 
the transports. Gone of these ships, notably tha VIHCBflTBS, QUIRCY and 
WILSCK, elao ebearved gunfire. Tha Allied s hips r eported the illumination 
as highly affective. In particular, tha VUCBBVtt reported having sighted 
four flares in the direction of Florida Island, and alee reported having 
observed a group of a hi pc (apparently tha CHICAGO Group) being silhouetted 
by | "great display of light* southeast of Snvo Island. Tha VHC0NBS was 
abls to sos elaarly enou^i to set ins to tha course of tha CHICAGO Group as 
northwest, and therefore parallel to the course of the VIHCENMSS Group.ee 
The ASTORIA alone did not observe the flares, silhouettes, or gunfiro at 
this tins, and fully five minutes were to elapse before the Supervisory 
Officer of tho Book observed then.** There ie no doubt that the strenuous 
employ* wit of this and other ships in tha peat forty-eight hours had im¬ 
paired somewhat tho offioienoy of tha various ships' companies through 
fatigue, but this pleoed no disadvantage on tha ASTORIA as oompared to the 
other ships. It is evident from the statements of ASTORIA personnel that 
the primary attention in a number of stations was diverted to other con¬ 
siderations f> *» that of maintaining a sharp lookout im all seotore. The 
attmtiom on tha bridge was directed epeolfioally to station-keeping after 
the completion of the turn,*** in order to take full advantage of the 


—* ioHoafeeport, Asfrofcli, battle of Savo Island, Serial APdt/Al8-J/ 
(00600), August 20th, 1942. 

** Letter August 14th, 1942 from Executive Officer VUICEKRB8 to Commanding 
officer Conoeruing Night Aotion, August 9th, 1942, off Save Island, 

*** Letter August 17th, 1842 from LCdr. J.R. Topper, OSH, Supervisory Offi- 
oer of tho Watoh, ASTORIA to Conmsmiding Officer Concerning Aotion on 
Morning August 9xh, 1942, page 1* aleo Letter August 17th, 1942 from 
Lt.(Jg) H.A. Burkey, Jr., USSR, ASTORIA to Commanding Officer Concern¬ 
ing Aotion on August 9th, 1942, page 1. 






niti-eubsnrlas careening introjrvn* Ths Gunnery Officer »* intent with 
th« radar operator upon tact inf tho rapalrad radar, using the ships ahead 
la oo liras as tars*to.* Lookout* aero soannlng tho sky. searching for tho 
Japanese plan* hoard overhead,** and in oo am oaooo ray have boon looking 
out of their m oeotoro. Certainly, not the leant important oouroe of 
information at night or in low visibility under sonbat oooditions to th e 
preempt detection and reporting of visual sightings, Accordingly, Ciaismnil- 
lng Off leers should take neos-ores to insure that alert and keen lookouts 
arc rain tain ed in all boo tors during such oiroras tarsus, lost they bo 
surprised. 

In reaction to tho sittings at 014ft, WILSCP end probabl y HELM order- 
od Condition of Readiness (VI, The Coa —u nd ing Offioor in YIHuJfitkBS ms 
notified at once of the ooenrrenoes observed at this tins, and hs hastened 
to the bridge, 

Inradistsly after his arrival on the bridge, the Conran ding officer - 
tho as Orouj conrander, was the Offioer-in-Taotioal Coasisnd of tho 
7HCSBES Group - dlsouasod tho sirouratsneos of the n onan t with his of fl¬ 
oors and ascertained tho situation fro® the®. Ho detanained that tho 
position of tho 7IHCVVBS was about throe and one-half miles oast of Save 
Island) although his actual position baaed on Diagram *P* raa aavra ®ilaa 

_„ aooO/v\ +mmim »lin *anfraw* hi 1 tKv t 4aland. thi ifTOP b#i&| 

attributable, of oouroe, to the difficulty in obtaining accurate hearings 
jeoause of low visibility. He observed three or four star shells, snd he 
observed s ship to the southwest which he believed was firing star sbslls 
toward the southeast. This observed ship appeared to be under fire from 
another ship which was about thirty degrees toward the southeast,*** The 
action thus observed by the Group Co ra nnrt or was that taking plaoe batma n 
the Japanese lifht oruiaera of CVGI3KR DmSICK KIGHTIM and the PA7TW- 
SCM (which waa firing the star shall* actually toward the northwest). 

The Group Coraandor saw no other ships, no heavy gunfire, nor any eaarch- 
llghte.*** Hhils hs continued his dlsouasians snd observations, hs 
decided at about 01*7 that the CHICAGO Group had contacted an snray des¬ 
troyer. He sstirated that this destroyer was s part of a Japanese 
diversionary plan designed to draw the V1HCKHHI3 Group out of position so 
that the Japanese Main Attack Poroe night approach via tho north passage, 
and pae* through tils sector in order to attack the transport*,*** 


• letter August Isth, 1^42, from Wdr. W.fe* ¥ruesde'll, UBf, (iunnery 
Officer, ASTORIA to Cos®sliding Officer Concerning Right Cruiser 
Action, August 9th, 1942, 

•* Letter August 17th, 1942, fro® LCdr. J»R. Topper, GBR. Supervisory 
Officer of the Vat oh, to Conaandlng Offices', ASTORIA Concerning 
Actio® on Morning of August 9th, 1942, page 2, para. 4, 

*** lotion Report Y1HCHVTBS, Report of Action Occurring off Save Island 
(Guadalcanal-Florida Island) Area - light of August &th-9th, 1942, 
Serial 0021, August 14th, 1942, 




It would have bo«i well If tho CaMadir VIBCWNIS Group had a*t 
Conditlow of Readiness (XI at thii tin* within hi* ocunand, for tho 
•orlouono** of th* aituation donandod ivodlato notion. 

It waa juat about thla tin* that th# PATTK8SCR'a aooond ooutlet 
reporti "Rarnlagl Warning! Thro* an any ahipa inaid* Savo lalandl ^* 
being broadoaat. It waa hoard in th* VHCBUtt by th* TBB radio op*rntor 
but wa* not hoard by th* C—Banding Officer nor th* tsaoutira Offioar 
an th* bride*. Why thia operator did not inaura that both of*“••• 
officers m#iwl thia ■*•*<*• i* not know*. Bad th* 
uho waa alao th* Ch’oup C**n*nd*r, rao*iv*dthla **•**<*»* »yj 
aibl* that h* night tmra had a ol*ar*r pietur* of th* rtrwagth of th* 
attaokinn Japan*** foro** than hi* visual observation. war* revealing. 
Jitwaa, having r#o*iv#d no Info mat iun of *n«ny foroaa from any Allied 
ahipa and aapaoially fron thoa* in th* western aaroan. and haring roeainad 
no order* fron CTO «. 6 who had fhilod to 

partur* for Ar*a XRAY at 2065, Connander raCMBW Group did not fuUy 
understand th# si tint ion. H* naturally m concerned prlmrily with hi* 
own lnnadiato objective of donying hi a area to any approaohing onmy 
foroaa. and of that protesting the tranaport* in Area TOO. He quite 
understandably did not know that CTO 62.6. in th® AUSTRALIA* wa* w *en 
vj therefore, es 0 ?fi«*r-in-faoti*al Conmad. waa th# Sonlor 
Ccenandor in th# western screen and reaponaiblo for th# ooordinatod de- 
fonae of th* weatera approach#*.* 

Th* P1TTB8SCN*# warning nessage waa received by thejyglC T at QliTjr* 
th* tine at which it waa broadoaat by PATT®SCR. Th* QUINCY inwediately 
want to Condition of Raadineaa ORB. and th# C — ndln g Officer waa called. 
It was alao received by th# WILSCW. but it. originator wa.*taoun to that 
ship.*** I*Ith*r the ASTORIA nor th* HEM received thia TBSvcioeradlo 
neaaar* ooaaibly because the VINCWNBS at the tine waa sending oat the 
^IrliTeLange to be exeouted at 0200*** The operators in the ASTORIA and 
th* HUH probably had beoone confuted by th* two neaaagas which nuat hare 
interfered with on* another, oauaing lat*r repetition# oi thia oourw 
si goal and a delay in it* aoknowl*dganant. P*rh*pa the failure of the 
VHCERKS8 operator to deliver the warning nesaag* to the Comsandirig Offi- 
oer waa due to his prooooupatlon inoidant to the delivery *» d receipt of 
th* ooura* aigaal. 


r j Trfcr x n 


• Personal Interview or capvr.ui rr*v».*««• 

Offioor, YINCBHNBS, r*oord*d January 20th, 1046 by Th* Chief of 
Haral Operations, Offlo* of Naval B*oorda and Library* 

** Action Report QUINCY, Engaganent Morning August 9th, off Guadal¬ 

canal Island by LCdr. H.B. Han*b*rg*r. USN, Senior Surviving Offioor, 
Serial CA 39 /a 16 - 3 /( 004 )/Wo, August 16th, 1942, P*S» *• 

•m Action Report WILSQR, lotion Agalnat Bne^y Surface 

Island, Kigvt of August ith-9tb, 1942, Serial 008, Auguat 20th, 

1942. 






Th* TIMCBirflS8 went to Condition of Roedineaa ONR at about 0148 on th* 
ordar of tha Group Comaxidar, who. acting inatinotivoly aa a Commanding 
Of floor, diraotad thia ordar to tha VINCBKNKS alone* Had ha aotad in- 
atinotiraly aa a Group Commander, aa wall aa a Commanding Officer, ha would 
hara diraotad tha antira VINCWNES Group to aat thia Condition of Readi¬ 
ness, 


At 0140, tha QUIICY obaarradi probably ag*Lin*t tha illunication pro¬ 
wl dad by tha aaarohli^t beams of tha TWRTO and YU BARI whioh war* illumin¬ 
ating tha PATTERSON* tha ailhouettea of thraa cruiser* with thrao turreta 
forward* whioh had rounded tha aoutham tip of what waa thought to ba Savo 
I a land* but whioh waa in faot tha heavy ol<wd bank aouth of uhat ialand. 

For aoaaa reaten, thia information waa not promulgated within the QUINCY 
with tha unfortunate raault that tha gunnery department waa not alar tod to 
tha praaanoa of thaaa ships,* About thia *;ina, tha Commanding Officer 
e Mt cn tha bridga, Itoy ha did not brcadoaat thia sighting to the Offieer- 
ln-laotioal Command aa wall aa to tha antira TOICHWES Group ia not clear 
at thio writing, for ha olaarly raooyiiaad that they war* not friendly 
rhipa as thay had "thraa turrata forward",* a oharaotarietia of Japanaao 
IACHI Claaa and ATAGO Claaa oruieara. 


Maacwhlla, tha Group Connandar hald oouraa and apaad #ills he studied 
tha aitvmtion. H* fait confidant that no enemy haawy ahipa had engaged 
tha CHICAGO Group, beesuso had thay dona ao, aurely tha CHICAGO Group wouir. 
haws illuminated and angogad them.** H* was aware of tha faot that hia 
present oouraa of 516°(T) mas carrying him aomawhat to tha weatward of tha 
boat position for intaroapting any Japanese foroa* that might endeavor to 
alip through the north ohannelj and therefore ha ooneidered ©hanging oouraa 
to 046©(T) in ordar to obtain a batter intaroapting poaition immediately.** 
However, ha did not make thia oouraa ehange, for ha fait that ha might ba 
called upon to support tha CHICAGO Group and a ohang* of oouraa to the 
north**at would rapidly inoraaae tha distance between tha two Allied 
groime,** Instead, ha deoided to inoraaae apaad to fifteen knota and to 
m it development!• Although h# fait that there eaa need for further in¬ 
formation canoe min g enemy foroa* approaching hia own area from tha weat, 
ha nevertheless refrained from firing sv*ar sheila in that direction aa ha 
did not wish to diacloee hia own praaanoa or poaition to auoh foroea,** 
Based on tha infommtion available to tha Group Coouimndar, hia daoiaiona 
at thia tiw, axoapt aa previously noted, appear to have baan generally 
oorraot and logioal* 

At 0149^ Ccauwnder YIN CHINES Group oxeoutad tha order to steam at 
fifteen knots. 


*T15Hon R'aporF,' ^UINCf, fegagamant Morning August 9th, 1942 ofr ~ 
Guadaloanal Ialand by LCdr« H.B, Henabargar, USN, Senior Surviving 
Officer, 8orial CA39/A16-S/(004)/Wo Anguat 16th, 1942, pag* 2. 
a* Aotion Report, VIHCWNRS. Report of Aotion Ooourring off Sevo Ialand 
(Ouadaloanal-Florlda Ialand) Area - Night of Aupiat 8th-9th, 1942, 
Serial 0021, August 14th, 1942, page 1, 







At this time, all ship* of ths VINCENNES Group with the exception of 
the ASTORIA were assuming Condition of Readiness ONE whioh thoy had various- 
ly ordered between 0146 and 0148. The naming of stations usually required 
about fire minutes during daylight hour* and required a minute or so more 
during darkness, although the time quite naturally varied in eaoh ship. 

The ASTORIA, unfortunately, seamed entirely vnaware of the serious situation 
whioh was evolving sbout her, end she remained in Condition of Readiness 
TWO. This was due to a number of oiroumstanoes, the more vital of whioh 
•worei (a) she did not observe the Japanese siroraft flares at about 0146 
or observe the gunfire in the direction of the CHICAGO Group** (b) she 
did not reosive the PATTERSON 8 s warning broadoaat,** and (o) she under¬ 
estimated ths enemy oapebility of maxing a night attnok on ths Allisd forovs 
at Savo Island by smploylng for this purpose the cruiser force whioh had 
been reported by an R.A.A.F. Hudson plane off Bougainville at 1026 that 
mornings*** 


At about 0160, the ASTORIA observed four alroraft flares well astern.* 
Whethor these were the original flares whioh were burning a little longer 
than four ninutee or whether they were new flares oannot be determined. 
Poesibly they were a combination of both. The Gunnery Offioer interpreted 
these flares as meaning enemy action and requested that Condition of 
Readiness ONB be set. However, no aotion was taken on this requent.**** 
Just as the ASTORIA '**a increasing speed to fifteen knots, she was illu¬ 
minated by the searchlight# of the CEOEAI. 


A few seconds later, the QUINCY was illuminated by the AOBA and the 
VINCWNES by the KARO. Thus, it is apparent that the aotion between the 
- _ ___ 4__ j 4-va irTwnmnnfQ rtrmm ArtinmAnoad while all ships of the 
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VINCENNES Group, with the exoeption of the ASTORIA# were in the proocss 
of shifting from Condition of Readiness TWO to Condition of Readiness 

ONB. 


The 0160 positions of the VINCENNES Group with relation to the oen 
ter of Savo Island werei 

The VIlvCBfNES was bearing 096°(T) diutant 14,000 yerds. 

The QUINCY was bearing 096j®(T) distant 14,400 yards. 

The ASTORIA was bearing 098°(T) distant 14,900 yards. 

The merm mas bearing 096®(T) distant 12,560 yards. 

The WILSON was bearing 08S°(T) distant 15,900 yards. 


» tettsr August 17th, 1&42 t rom Lt.(jg) H.A. burloey, Jr., USNR, Off 1 !- 
oor of the Deck, ASTORIA, to Commanding Offioer, Concerning Aotion 

on August 9tfe, 1942. . , 

** Aotion Report, ASTORIA, Battle of 8avo Island, Serial AP37/Al6~3/ 
(00600), August 20th, 1942, page 15. 

♦** Ibid, page 3. 

*•** Letter .August 13th, 1942, from LCdr. W.H. Truesdell, USN, Ournery 
Officer, ASTORIA, to Commending Offioer, Concerning Ni^it Cruiser 
Aotion, August 9t'a, 1942, page 2. 








(c) on-; RAT I OHS OF BLU1 


Th® BLUS continued to patrol h#r radar and antl-aruhnnrin# picket 
station*# At 0152 aha was on court# 051°(T) at. cwpIvs knots* Sh# was 
oaaplotaly unaw# of th« fact that th# Japan### Cruiser Foroo had just 
paaaad. Th# last ship of that fore#* th# YUIAQI uas bearing about 117°(T) 
distant 12,400 yards and was rapidly increasing oh# rang# to th# south¬ 
east* Th# BLUB was completely unaware also of th# Japan### two-*aat#d 
schooner whioh was but 5000 yarda away on bearing about 110°(T)* Apparent¬ 
ly, th# BLUE’ • radar a#aroh and h#r rlaual d#t#otion w#r# not vary 
effective in that dlr#otlon* Parhapa they war# not vary «ff#otlvo in th# 
north#m diraotion either* for tb# Japan##* had pa#a#d through that a##tor 
without b#ing dlaoor#rad* 

At 0146, th# BLOB r#a«h#d th* northeastern limit of h#r patrol lin# 
and than roverced ooura# to 251°(T)*## Aa ah# ohnng#d oourae* ah# sighted 
four flar#a burning to th# southeastward across th# southern tip of 8avo 
Island** *** Sh# i*a#di*t«ly eat Condition of R#adinaaa OKI*#** Th### w#r#* 

of oour##* th# airoraft flares dropped by th# Japan### orui##r plana# over 
Transport Area XRAY* son# thirty nil## away fron the BLOT. Following thia 
sighting, th# BLDH obssrvwd flash## of gunfire to th# eastward in th# 
vicinity of Sandfly Passage* and heard th# blast of h#avy gmflr#*# Th# 
visual observation was unquestionably th# lend operations at Tulagl* which 
w#r# reportod aglow with illuninatlon both by th# Japan### Cruie#r Foro# 
and by th* ship# of th# VI ICBUnB Group* Th# blaata of h#avy gunfire nnat 
have ban th# salvos fro* th# 8-inch bstt#ri*» of th# Japan#a# #ruia#r* aa 
they fired upon the CHICAGO Group* 

Th# BLUB #vid#ntly heard thee# salvo# «l#arly* for sh# stated that 
th# nnd of th# third salv> was aoooapanl#d by a nuah heavier explosion 
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•ait of Savo Island.* Th# position given was the approximate po si tier of 
the CHICAGO Group at this tine. It appears quit# probable that th# 1.3 
had witnessed th# torpedo explosion on tb# CHICAGO at 0147* 

Th# BLUE thereafter observed one or nor# airoraft to th# eastward of 
Eavo Island* showing intermit tact flashing rod and whit# lights, a# 
though using tbm for signalling.# These planes were* of ooura#* th# 
two Japan### oruis#r sooutLag plan##* 


• Action Report sljjk. Operation# in 8lowon Islands on of August 

8th-8th* 1942 t Serial 051* August l^th, 1942* 

•* Letter August 17th* 1042* fron Cowsandlng Officer BLOB* to CTF 62* 
Conoernlng Supplanontal Information on Operations in Salonen Islands 
on Wight of August 8bh-9th* 1942* Serial 056* 

*** Statement of Odr* R.8. f!r*ighUl» GW, Bsoevrtivw Offioar, BLOB, to 
Cowmodor# R.W. Betas, USB (Ret*) Head of Departnant of Analysis* 
Haval Har College, September 25rd, 1949* 








Th* Ccusonding Officer, BLUR, than sodeavured to report thsse pl*n*» 
to the Offi©sr-«>Taoti©al Cosssaad* - presumably to CTG 62.6, S* did not 
know, of oourse, that CTO 62.6 was no longer with the screening group hut 
wee off Ante HUT in the AUSTRALIA* Ke discovered that ho w* only ehlo 
to oaonunloato with the RALPH TjJBQT.* Hie effort t© provide lntelligenoe 
wee therefore ineffective. Would it not here been else to hove paralleled 
this TBS message by Of radio! 

The BLOT continued on her petrol oourre of 251°(?) nt twelve knots 
and wntohed the indications of action east of Save Island, probably won¬ 
dering what was going on and waiting expectantly for orders or at least 
for sane news. 

At 0160, the BLOT was In a position bearing 29*°(T), distent eight 
and one-half miles from the center of Savo Island. 


(d) OPERATIONS OF RALPH TALBOT 

At 0132 the RALPH TALBOT continued to patrol her radar end anti¬ 
submarine picket station. She was steaming oa course 0T2«(T) at a soeed 
of twelve knots. 


At about 0165, having reaohed the eastern end of her patrol stati<*i 3 
she reversed oourse to 262°(T). 

At about 0148, she heard the PATTERSON'e warning aeasnge **i Mil 
•hipel Waraingl Wtmingl Ihree enemy ships inside Savo lalcnd. •* She 
at to General Quarters immediately.*** 


At 0180, she me bearing 052 «(t) distant 
Save Island, 


— e W ^ — 

IU AWS 


^ l^sirnm essh^nw 


(o) OPERATIONS OF CTO 62.6 (AUSTRALIA) 

At 0132, CTG 62,6, in the AUSTRALIA, had j«*at cleared Transport Area 
XRiT where he had been in oanferenoe with CTF 62. He had returned to the 
AD8VRALXA at about 0116, August 9th,**** or but seventeen minutes earlier. 


“e 8U”tua5DV 1 by“cdr. R.S. CraigM-lT,' uSHV" Executive Officer, HLOT,”^o 
Comodore R.W. Bates, USS, tRet/), Head of Department of Analysis, 

_a _T 1- na^Mkaw 94«»M ? OlQ - 


level War College, September 23rd, 1949c 
• * Letter August 16th, 1942, fron Commanding Olficer, RAiP ^ T ^f°T». t0 
CTF 62 concerning Warning Report Heard on light of August ®th-9Vh, 

1942, Serial 06. . 

*•* Action Report, SALTO TALBOT. Prellminarv Report of Aotiwi,Au^st Otb- 
9th, 1943, Iwnnery Report, Enclosure (A), Serial A16-3/DO39O/05, 

Aufcuat 11th, 1942. _ , , 

cese Action Report. fTTC 62.6, Concerning First Battle of Savo Island, 
tferial AF1066/I6, August 13th, 1942, para. 32. 
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after having aohiesod soma Idea of CTF 62*. plena In the conference. A* 
he. been pointed out previously, he had been ocnoernt J abo^rt the Japanese 
Cruiser Force oightod off BougainTille at 1025 the prooodirvg aiming. 

But, aa a result of hi a dlaoua.lon with CTF 62 end with the Co^snaing 
General Firet Marine Division, he was now satisfied that this *n*** J 0 ™ 6 
was an route to Rekata Bay and that no immediate danger during the night 
was in sight* He was tired. He had been responsible for the protection 

of the transpo ts and cargo ships during the ^ 

arsa. He tws now rssponslble for thsir proteotion in the objective area. 

He nust hare realised that, with the probable retirement of the carriers 
and the subsequent loss of direct air oever, hie responsibilities "O' 111 
increase with th ? br**k of day. He also knew that he iru. ^.Ir # Sith- 
for the proteotion of the transports end durt ?J iT thout 

drawal that day, and he knew that during this tine he would be without 
direct ai coser except that proTided against submarines by h^s -hip- 
based airoraft. All of those considerations must be weighed heavily on 

in addition, now that ha had aohieved a oartain feeling of security 
th. probability of msKt «tlo». h. .Tld«tl, .xporl.no.d . 
physioal lstdosn, for he deolded to rswain within the anui-euhaarins 
soJasn at Area XRA Y rather than to rejoin the AUSTRALIA Oro ”*’ * 1 X 
probable that he wished to sleep because he was worn out. I» <this oon 
nnotion CTF 62 stated that when CTG 62.6 had reported on board the 
l^CAHLSY for the oonferonoe, he appeared to be exhausted, about rea y 
pass out* »•* Perhaps CTF 62 had advised him to get some rest. 

C 12.6 revised latsr that he should have rejoined the AUSTRALIA 
Group, he endeavored to explain his action by the statMit that. 

"I hid Umolded not to attempt to rejoin ny group....an the dark and there 
were but a few hours to 0600 when we would reform soreer on the ^*port 
troupe.*•** As a matter of fact, there were sme three ruxd one-half hours 
^ - i i_ v. *wf wh*v« r«1olned th*. AUSTRALIA Uroup 

BOrt oI uvLrJUU.au0• iusu **w —y** * —-* — ~ . 

within less then one hour. This comment is wade nere no, so *uoh to 
criticise CTG 62.6 as to indicate the debilitating effect physioa ex¬ 
haustion can haTS on the rill of a commander. 

Having made this deoision, CTG 62.6 ordered his flsgship, the AUSTRA¬ 
LIA, to patrol in tha vicinity of the transport squadron in Area XRAT, 
keeping within the anti-submarine screen.**** 

He did not notify CTF 62 nor did he notify the Commanders of ^her 
the TJRCENH1S or CHICAGO Groups of his decision to rmain in Area XRAT.** 


-;“A5m"5"Report c¥g 82.6, Concerning First Battle or 8sto isxana, 

C-rial AF1066/16. A»©*st 13th, 1942, para. 92. 

** Report of Admiral Arthur J. Hepburn, USH, (Ret.), to CTHCPA*-, May 
13th, 1943, on Informal Inquiry into Ciroumstanoss Attending the 
Loss of the 7INCENHBS, ato., on August 9th, 1942, para. 108. 

... Remarks by CTG 62.6, Right Action off Save Island, Attest »th. 
1942, to CTF 62, Aupist 11th, 1942. 

**** Action Report CTG 62.6, Right Action off Savo Island, August 9th. 
1942, dated August 13th, 1942, para. 92. 


- 148 - 





This me • serious mistake, for hod Comndtr 7IHCHWES Group known th*t 
b» hi me If me Offioer-ln-Taotioal Conemnd of the western screen, it ie 
not Improbable that he wifcht ham taken acre voeitlm aotirn towerde the 
coordination of the VIHCDOTBS end CHICAGO Groups at the time of the sight¬ 
ing of the airoraft flare** 

At about 0146, the AUSTRALIA *ight*d aircraft flare* to the south¬ 
ward and eastward of Area XRAY. CTO 62.« me Immediately notified, and 
he estlmted that the Japanese were attmaptlng an attack on the transport, 
bj either submarines or aircraft,* He had excluded frees hie coneideretion 
the oourse of action that the enemy at the moment was aotually exeouting - 
▼it,, a night etteok by surfaoe craft - because suoh a onpabillty had bem 
assessed as of little or no lmportenoe at the mi-blight aocf»rwo» with 
CTF 62. 


In order to present as anall a silhouette ac possible in the glare 
of the airoraft flares, the AUSTRALIA mow • tensed on suoh courses as 
would keep her as nearly aa possible end-on to the flares. Therefore, she 
steamed northward and westward frost the illumination, which ms to the 
southward end southeastward. It was at this time that CTG 62.6 learned 
of the RALPH TALBOT*s contact report wad# at 2846 on the Japanese oruiser 
airoraft tdiloh she had observed flying owr Save I*land headed east.* This 
report had been rsooired at 0016, at whioh tine CTO 62.6 had been in °*J“ 
ferenoe with CTF 62 in the hCCARLS Y. CTG 62.6 sewae to ham attached little 
Importance to this report, for he issued no warning instructions to hie 
ecemend. Would not an alert to the Screening Force ham been the correct 
prooedu/e for its Commsuder? Perhaps he thought that the aircraft contact 
was too old (about one end one-half hour*) to bother about. 

m • I > ■ a a. A% rA ASIA A*% A «V«eMwail wKaf k» tkmi.Vt: was a flare 

A imiorv UAUU 0 UiV vwe«* -w' . , 

dropped in the direction of the ohennel southwest of Saro l*>*nd.** Aor- 
ually, what he had seen was the buret of the star shells fir«d by the 
PATTERSON at this tine. He then noted gunfire whioh appeared to 
the AUSTRALIA Group. At first ho bellemd this to b® an Allied ship firing 
at a flare-dropping aircraft,** but about ono minute later ho ©beerved 
heavy surfaoe fire from the eastward of the eouroe of the tracers.** The 
initial action to the left me the engagement between the PATTBRSWend 
the light oruieere of CHJDI7 SIGHTSBI i that to the right me the oowmenoe- 
nant of battle betwewo the Japenese Saetem Group and the VI*CHINES Group. 


At 0160, CTG 62.6 in the AUSTRALIA me still abreast of Area XRAY, 


(f) ACTIOS BY SAW JUAB GROUP 

At 0132, the SAP JOIN Group, consisting of the oruir«r» SAN JOItf and 
HOBART, screened by the destroyers MONSSffl and HJ CHANAH, was on ocurse 


~V Action Report, do 62.6, Concerning Firei 
AF1066/18, August 18th, 1942, para. 93. 

** Ibid, para. 94. 


BfvC l* of Savo Island, Serial 


tonu o— so -u 
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180° (T), ip**d fifteen knots, petrolling o the mtitrd of the wridlan 
160°-04' last Lon|, 

At 0155, CTO 62.4, In that SIX JUAB, m«h*d the south*rn limit of 
the petrol line enf reversed oourse to 00Q°(T)** 

While on this northerly oourse about ten ninutes Inter, at 0145, he 
observed a series of three or four alroraft flares Just east of south* 
beyond the transports in Area XBAT* Other ships of his group observed 
these flares at the sens tins an the starboard quarter** sad aft.*** 
Because of their a ng ular height and sines gunfire eas neither obeerved 
nor heard, these flares ware assunsd to be sissy alroraft flare# and not 
star shells, and were preeuned to have been dropped for the purpose either 
of lllunlnat lng Transport Area XRAT or the Lsngo Channel sntranoe.** 
IwaaMlately thereafter, heavy gunfire was noted at about nineteen nlles 
to the westward of the BAX JUAB.* 

At 0X48, s warning (tbs PATTBtSOPs) was heard over the TBS voles 
radio by at least the MCWSSEB*** and the BUCHAIAH** that eneaqr chips were 
entering the harbor south of Savo Island. 

At 0148, the faint glow of a burning ship (the S/BHSKRA; was seen on 
the port beMB out on the horlsoa,**** bearing 288®(T). Then an explosion 
was noted to oiwr on a ship (the IHICAOO torpedoed) in the asms lose- 
tion.vee* Traoer shells were than seen directed at this ship fron the 
northwest (TBIKIU'r and TTJBAHI'• firing), having a flat trajectory and a 
rate of fire that gave the impression of snail caliber guns fired at 
short range Tram a destroyer which was below the ho risen of the SJB JUAB 
Gronp,**** 


TlSStS *J ye n wt»OMp HmsB e Vs es4WV^ aeanwafelv^ ithcUjjfc 4en s|4 sa—. 

tinotly end si' hout knowledge of what was transpiring, the engagsaunt 
between the CHIuAiX) Group and the Japanese Cruiser Perse. 

By 0160, the SAB JUAB Group had gone to General (^icjrters,**** CTG 
62«4 In the SAB JUAB continued on his northerly oourse toward Transport 
Area TOO at fifteen knots, olossly watching developments as he oontinued 
to observe the gunfire on the western horlson. 


*"Action Report CTG 4z.4, Report of Action Tulsgl-Ouadalesnal, August 
bth-ioth, 1942, Baolosure (A), Serial F*24 /a 16-3(001), August 15th, 
1942, page 8. 

War Diary, BUCHAHAB, August 1942, and Appenoix 16 to Action Report 
CTG 62.8, Concerning First Battle of 8avo Island, Serial AFlOM/16, 
August 15th, 1942, whioh is Report of 3UA8 HOBART. 

*** War Diary BCWSSJU, August 1942, 

••*• Appendix 18 to Action Report CTG 62,0 Concerning First Battle of 
Save island August 9th, 1942, to CT7 62, Ssrlal AF1066/16, August 
15th, 1942, whioh is letter August 15th, 1942, from CoNnsudSu^ 
Cffioer, HtfAfl HOBART to CTF 44 (CTG f2.6). 









CHAFfER XIII 


OPERATIONS OF J APANESE CRUISER FORCE * 
01 50 August 9th to 0200 August 9th 


( ft ) ACTION BETWEEN JAPANESE EASTERN GROUP AND VINCENNES GROUP 

Commander Cruiser Force, leading the Japanese Extern Group in the 
CHOKAI had juet about steadied on course 069°(T) at 0)60 and was prooee - 
ing at twenty-six knots in the direction of the transports at ^ 

Tulagi. It is doubtful if he was actually seeking the destruction of the 
Allied transports at that time, for hi. movements are an 
hm wn» seeking action with the VINCENNES Group.** His course of 069 . 

carried his afstern Group well to the southward of the ™KNNES Group but 
within easy gun range. He was followed in a loose column by the AOBA. 

KAKO and KINUGASA which wero in the process of changing coursa * U °®**t 
sior Evidently, Commander Cruiser Division SIX, who had been authorised 
W “dlp:»d.n tl y, rtlU .)»« to folio- th. CHOKAI lo hi. op.r.- 

tious against Allied forces rather than to proceed si one. 

It is not clear why Cowaander Cruiser Force chose to engage the 
VINCENNES Group prior to attacking the transport. «dcargo.hip. off 
Tulagi. Whereas Commander Cruiser Force's original objective had been 
the destruction of the cargo ships and transport, off Guadalcanal, his 
turn -o the northeast reveal. that he had oho.an to disregard that ob- 
jeotive. He was now confronted with a similar objective with relation to 

..._i... —J *4*. Txilajrl* K« hud bean pWBftfttdd with Q 

rare opportunity to destroy the shipping with a minimum of ia^r.er^ee, 
while the main Allied screening forces which might bo able to oppose 
were gradually drawing off to th* northwest. Despite thi« aost favorable 
tactical situation, he chose to ignore this objectiwe eleoj auid *||3i6n*d 
himself a n«w objective* "the destruction of the 0™*V_ H * 

failed to notify hi. command of this new objeotire. It will be shown later 
that, by this change in his object ire, he once again lost an opportunity 
to aonrert his tactical auooess into a strategical victory. This error 


tTT&e times of firing" by JapanesVHTips given in this UKSpWr«re, « » 
whole, derired from the analysis of the aotion, although sows of the 
times were obtained from Japanese sources. The data concerning the 
mean points of impact of the Japanese salvos was obtained entirely from 
Allied souroes. Both the times of firing and the mtan points of impact 
as determined harein are believed to be reasonably accurate. 

** USSBS Mav. J»o. 83, Tol. II, Interrogation of Japanese Officials. Inter¬ 
rogation of Captain Kinkiahi Kato, IJN, peg® 361. 






bin part contributed in no email degree to th« inter Allied successes in 
the Solomon Islands. 

All of the cruisers of the Eastern Gr:mp were oognixant of the pres¬ 
ence cf Allied cruieers in the area east of Savo Island because the two 
Japanese cruiser planes had reported them sometime earlier and because the 
Japanese cruisers themselves had sighted n. or more of the Allied cruisers 
as early as 0137, and had subsequently developed better visual contacts on 

them. 


On the other hand, their approach was entirely unsuspaoted by cruisers 
of the VINCENNES Group until about three minutes before they commenced 
thoir attack on that group. At this time, about. 0147, their action *ith 
the CHICAGO Group had attracted the attention of both the VINCENNES and 
QUINCY which promptly went to General Quarters but the ASTORIA took no ac¬ 
tion until much later. 


As Commander Cruiser Force approached within gun range of the VIN¬ 
CENNES Group, the first ship that he clearly observed was the last ship 
of that group, the ASTORIA. He noted that the main battery of the ASTORIA 
was not trained either on hi a Eastern Group or on his Western Group. He 
realised that he again had gained the factor of surprise. The Executive 
Officer of the CIIOKAI stated that the ship's company had entered the en¬ 
gagement "very easy mindedly, without any worries"*; but Comnander Cruiser 
Force stated later that he, as the Commander, had plenty of worries.** 


At 0150, Commander Cruiser Force directed the CHOKAI to commence fir- 
ing. The CHOKAI immediately illuminated the ASTORIA on bearing 033 ( T )' 
range 7800 ynrds, preparatory to opening fire some seconds later. The AOHA, 
which was next in column then, at about twenty seconds later, illuminated 
the QUINCY, which she incorrectly identified as a PORTLAND-class cruiser, 
on bearing 03I°(T), rsnge 9200 yard*. Finally, about twenty seconds after 
this, the KAKO illuminated the VTNCENKES whioh she correctly identified as 
A £3 HfM' T ft 7 .ja1 a aa r» v*n i aar QJ1 hnrinr 032 o (Tl. ruif* 10.500 yards. This lst- 
ter range was probably the maximum at which searcnlignu iiiuaiuotxv,u wa, 
as effective as star shells, other conditions being favorable.***' 


The KINUGASA took no action at this time againat the VINCENNES Group, 
but directed the fire of her st'erboard battery at the burning CANBERRA at 
a range of 3000 yards.•••• (See Plate XI) 


-* USS6S, Inter rogat'Ion~lJav. Mo. SS, Voi. IT, Tntsrrogation of Japanese 

Officials, Interrogation of Captain Kinkiohi Kato, IJN, P*6® 361, 

** Statement by Vios Admiral Gunichi Uikawa, IJN, Tokyo, July, 1949, to 

Lieutenant Roger Pineau, USNR, m 

*** Gunnery Instructions, U.S. Navy 1933, "illumination for gunfire , 

**** Track Chart No. 2 Annexed to CRUDIV 6 Detailed Battle Report No. 8, 
Solomons Naval Action August 7th-10th, 1942, CIG Document 86927, 


June 27th, 
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Also at about 0160, the CHOKAI, which by now could plainly seo *11 
three Allied oruisers, noted enemy gunfire from a a wewhat wore remote 
ohip on relative bearing 506°.* This gunfire came from the HELM which wat 
about 1700 yarda on the port bow of the VINCENNES and aa determined from 
the plot of Diagram "G", waa baring 014°(T) at range 7000 yard* from the 
CH0KA1. The CHOXAI diu not open fire on the HELM,* poaaibly beoause the 
wgui fired only one erratic salvo and thereafter waa silent; and perhapa 
elao because such a cross fire from the CHOKAI might interfere wttii the 
fire of Cruiser Division SIX. In thia oaae, the CHOKAX evidenced the seme 
tendency to ignore the Allied destroyers, and to disregard the potentiali¬ 
ties of their torpedoes, that aha manifested previously when she encounter¬ 
ed the BLUB and the JARVIS. But the aotion of the CHOKAI at 0160 was 
oorrect, for neither the HELM nor the WILSON firod an* torpedoes at the 
Japanese Eastern Force. 

The CHOKAI oommenoed firing with her main battery slightly before 0151, 
for nt that time, her firat salvo landed off the ASTORIA’s port bow. Thia 
salvo was five hundred yarda abort in range and two hundred yards to the 
left in deflection.** The range to the ASTORIA at 0151 was 7400 yards. 

Ihis salvo waa followed within five seo inda by the KAKO's first salve, 
which waa the second salvo observed by the VINCENNES Group. It fell ebout 
600 yards short of the port beam of the VINCENNES.*** At this time, the 
VINCENNES was bearing 027°(T) from the KAKO at a range of 0400 yards. 

The third Japanese salvo waa fired by the AORA and landed at about 
0161^ roughly 500 yards short of, and 200 yards to the left of the QUINCY.** 
At this tiato, the QUINCY was bearing 026 C (T) from the AOBA av, a range of 
8250 yards. (See Plate Hi) 

The Japanese reports do not roveal the method of fire control employed, 
but it is obvious that the Commanding Officers of ships of CRUDIV SIX who 
had correctly trained their guns on the VINCENNES Group as early as 0147, 
followed the aeveaents of the CHOKAI in opening fire. They did this pos¬ 
sibly because it was doctrine when following the flagship - even though 
they had been authorixed to proceed independently — and possibly beoause 
of their uncertainty as to their targets at this time. 

It ia worthy of oommont that the first salvo of each of the Japanese 


« Tfl ar y "8tV T lee T , " August 7tti-lfrbh,' W€T f CIG Document 74<^VHay 


12th, 1947. 

*• Letter August 13th, 1942 by Lt. Comdr. W. H. Trueadell, USN, Gunnery 
Officer, ASTORIA to Conxnanding Offioor concerning Cruiser Night Action, 


August 9th, 1942, table page 4. . „ . 

**• Aotion Report, ASTORIA, Battle of Savo Island, Serial AP37/A16-3/(00500) 


August 20th, 1942, page 16. 








cruiser* fell about 500 yards short in range end, in the esse of the 
CHOKAl and A084, about 200 yards ahead in deflection. These results are 
considered excellent inasmuch as the initial solution c.f the fire-control 
problon in each case was necessarily based on a rapid mental estimate of 
enssty range, course and speed, rather then on mathematical computations. 

At this point a discussion of the Japanese searchlight technique is 
also in order. The Japanese cruisers employed searchlights as the means 
of illumination throughout this phase of the aotion. The doctrine for the 
ouployment of searchlights seems to have been somewhat flexible and to 
have been based in part on the theory that, because lighted searchlights 
offered an excellent point of aim and a good ranging mark for an enemy, 
they should he turned on for a limited time only. The Japanese ships 
therefore employed searchlight illumination intermittently.* The manner 
of their employment varied within each ship. The CHOKAI, for example, 
turned on her searchlights only while firing, and extinguished them be¬ 
tween salvos. Although Commander Cruiser Force believes today that the 
CHOKAI kept her searchlights on continuously,** this is patently incorrect 
and is not supported by his Chief of Staff*** nor by the Executive Officer 
of the CHOKAI*, nor by observers on Allied ships,**** 

The A03A and KAKC clearly were less restrictive, but this could have 
been due to the lack of effective opposition from the Allied cruisers. 

The ASTORIA noted at 0151^ that the leading cruioer (OHOKAl) was not em¬ 
ploying her searchlights at that instant,***** although other enemy ships 
(AOBA and SCAKG) were employing them. The KINUhASA was uot observed by the 
ASTORIA at this time because the XINUGASA, which was attacking the heavily 
damaged CANBERRA, was not using searchlights but was utilising the light 
from that burning ship. It is thus apparent from the above circumstances 
and from the fact that the Japanese cruisers in firing on the CHICAGO 
Group did not employ searchlights (presumably because the aircraft flare* 
made this employment unnecessary), that Japanese searohlight doctrine also 
embraced the restriction that searchlights were not normally to be employed 
against self-illuminated targets nor against silhouetted targets. 

The soundness of this searchlight doctrine was made painfully apparent 


* USSBS interrogation Wav. tJo. H, ^fnterrogatio"n ofJapannsai 

Officials, Interrogation of Captain Kinkichi Kato, IJN, page 362. 

** Statement by Vice Atkniral Gunichi Uikawa, IJTJ, July 1949 to Lieut. 
Roger Pineau, USNR. 

*** USSBS Interrogation Nav. No. 109, Interrogation of Japanese Officials, 
Interrogation of Captain Toshikatu Ohmae, IJN, page 472. 

**** Aotion Report, VINCENNES, Report of Aotion occurring off Save Island 
(Guadalcanal-Florida Island) Area - Night of August 8th, 9th, 1942, 
Serial 021, August 14ch, 1942, para. 11. 

***** Letter August 13th, 1^42 from Lieut. Coaadr. W,H. Trueaidell, USN, 
Gunnery Officer, ASTORIA to Commanding Officer concerning Cruiser 
Night Action August 9th, 1942, page 7. 
































during the action. The Executive Officer of the CHOKAI reported that the 
Allied ships appeared to return their fire only while the Japanese search¬ 
lights were on;* and the Allied ships reported losing their targets when 
the Japanese aeareldights were extinguished,** In addition, this ^octrine 
had the effect of confusing the Allied ships as to the accuracy of their 
gunfire for, as will be pointed out in the analyses ot the engagements o 
Se individual Allied ships, the PATTERSON, WILSON, VINCENNES and RALPH 
TALBOT all claimed hitting end extinguishing Japanese searchlights during 
some phase of the action. Japanese reports do not substantiate this, but 
rather show that the turning "on” -d "off" of searchlights was part of the 
s^ivoliiight technique. 

At 0152 the A03A fired her second salvo. This salvo landed off the 
starboard side of the QUINCY about 200 yard* ovar in range.*** 

At about this same time, the KIHUOASA directed the fire of her port 
dual-purpose battery at a destroyer to the northward.** This destroyer 
was the HELM, which at this time was swinging around from course 315 (T) 
to a southerly course. The HELM was undamaged frem this fire.**** 

Also at about this same time the CHOKAI again illuminated the ASTORIA 
and fired her second salvo. This salvo landed 500 yards short in range on 
the port side of the ASTORIA and 100 yards ahead in deflation. The ChOFAI 
had apparently corrected her deflection error by 100 yards, but she -till 
had the same range error as in the first salvo. The range to the ASTORIA 
at this time was 7000 yards on bearing 019°(T). After 
the CHOKAI again extinguished her searchlight. (See Piate H ) 


__„«• +h*. CHOKAI led the Gunnery Officer of the 

j.UQ UOAAVWS avu * •■* -*o ”'** . .. . A _ 


i!l>-4 V. 


ASTORIA to believe that the CHOKAI was shifting her point of aim f.om 
cruiser to cruiser with "brilliant execution".***** Actually, analysis 
reveals that the CHOKAI was concentrating her fire on the ASTORIA alona 
during the first minutes. Her slow firing was occasioned by her desire to 
insure accuracy and to her appreciation of the helpless condition of the 

ASTORIA. 


- S-te&ld I rWoFt T o - n W. Y oTS S. Vol. II. Xnt.rros.tlOD or J»pa»«.« 

Officials, Interrogation of Captain Kinkiohi Kato, 1JN, P a 5® • 

** Track Chart Ho. 2 Annexed to CRUDIV SIX Detailed Battle Report Ho. 

8, Solomons Haral Aotion, August 7th-10tti, 1942, WDC Document 160997, 

CIA Document 76817* 

*** Written statement of Lt(jg) *.H. McBlligott USN. Sky Aft Officer,^ 
QUINCY, August 10th, 1942; and of Ensign J.H. Tighe, USNR, 

Battery Officer (5-inch AA), QUINCY, August 10th, 1942. 

**** Aotion Report HELM, Night Engagement off Save Island, bolomon 

Islands, August 9th, 1942, Serial ^ 

***** Letter August 13th, 1942 from Lieut.Comdr. W. H. Truesdell, USH, 

Gunnery Officer, ASTORIA to Commanding Offioer, concerning Cruiser Night 

Action, August 9th, 1942. 
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The KAKO, also at about 0152, fired her second salvo which landed 
about 100 yards short of VINCENNES.* The range from the KAKO to the VIN¬ 
CENNES ms then 9100 yards on bearing 024°(T), 

At about 0152-lt, the third salvo from the AOBA hit the QUINCY on the 
main deck aft. The range was 7800 yards on bearing 018°(T). The QUINCY 
was still not ready to return ohe fire for her battle stations were not as 
yet adequately maimed®** 

* At about 0152 3/4, the KAKO straddled the VINCENNES, making amidships 

hits with both 3-inch end 4-,7-inch shells. The range was 8100 yards on 
hearing 013°(T)* 

The Japanese Eastern Group was first fired on by the VINCENNES Group 
between 0152 and 0153, During this minute, the CHOKAI was the target for 
two ealvos from the ASTORIA. The first salvo, consisting of eight or nine 
! 8-inoh shells, and the svcond salvo, of 5-inch shells,*** missed. The 

KAKO was the target for the VINCENNES’ first salvo. This salvo of nine 
8-imeh shells which was fired at about 0152 3/4* also missed, being roughly 
► 500 yards short in range. 

" At 0163, the CHOKAI fired her third salvo at th® ASTORIA. It w^s 

correct in deflection but landed 5; 0 yards short in range. By this time, 
the range had closed to 6800 yards. \Plst® XXY) 

Also at 0153, the KINUGASA fired another salvo of 4.7-inoh shells at 
the U All,**** The HEUi was not hit and was completely unaware she had 
beon fired on.***** The KINUGASA lost sight of the HEIM after this salvo 
k which fact indicates that the visibility was poor in the vicinity of the 

UI7T 1# 

f iirmwfi 

I Shortly after 0153 the AOBA fired her fourth 8-inch salvo and scored 

' hits on the QUINCY’S bridge, killing and wounding seieral persons. 

) 

f 

^ ****"** , *^i^ 0 'irn 1 Lieut* Gam dr. R. L.'TcJaml, USH, M*in battery 

Control Officer, VINCENNES to Commanding Officer concerning Action 

l off Savo Island, 

** Aotion Report, QUINCY, Engagement Morning August 9th, 1942 off 

Guadalcanal Island. Report of Captain H.B. Heneberger, USH, bonior 
Surviving 'Officer, Serial CA39/A16-3/(004)hmc, August 16th, 1942. 

*** Letter August 13th, 1942 from Lieut. Comdr. W. H. Truesdell, USN, 
Gunnery Officer, ASTORIA, to Commanding Officer concerning Cruiser 
Night Action, August 9th, 1942. 

**** Track Chart No, 2 Annexed to CRUDIV 6 Detailed Battle Report No, 8, 
j Solomons Naval Action, August 7th-10th, 1942, NDC Document 160997, ^ 

CIA Document 76817, 

***** Action Report HELM Night Engagement off Savo Island, Solorun Is¬ 
lands, August 9th, 1942, Serial DD388/AI6-»(l29), August 14th, 1942. 

I 









At about ^153?.--, tho XAKO's fourth salvo was observed by the Command¬ 
ing Officer. ASTORIA, to straddle the VINCENNES.* ihe KAXO undoubtedly 
could see the fire which had started in the airplanes m tho hangar no 
which made the YINCUINIWS a self-illuminated target. 

A i B0 at about 0153J-, tho XINUGASA fired four torpedoes at the CAN- 
3EURA. These appear to have been her port torpedoes. The t-ack chart ~f 
CR'-P^V SIX indicates that these torpedoes wore modified meaning 

of this tom is unknown. It probably was concerned with the method cf 
firin™. The XJNUGASA claimed having made two torpedo hits on the CA. J-RKA. 
which°ohe reported as afire and sinking. These torpedoes actually missed.*** 

At 0154, the CliOKAI sighted another ship somewhat aoro distant than 
the cruisers, bearing 280° relative (349 degrees true;. Thi* was the 
T.’ILSOK which was in a position about 1700 yards on the starboard bow o. 
the VINCKliHES. At this time, the TTILSON was firing at an enemy ship in 
Sa J^anesa .hater. Group, Host Ukaly tha KAKO. Tho OHOTAI Ur.d « th. 
’.'•ILSOU,**** probably vrith her port 5.0 inch battery, but made no hits. 

At 0154, CLOKAI 1 s fourth salvo landed just 200 yards short of the 
ASTORIA. The range from tho CIICO.I to the ASTORIA at this time war 6600 
yards and the illumination appears "o have been highly effective. 

The fall of her salvos discloses that the GHOKAI spotted on in de¬ 
flection first, and then spotted on in range, using an upladder oi from 
200 to 300 yards until she found tho range.***** Her rate of fire duri g 
the ‘'irst ''ivo minutes was not harried. In taking *ull advantage of her 
SmrledSo of "h.l.<* of r.„dine S » of th. ASTOP.IA. .ho oould afford to b. 
deliberate in her spotting and in her fire-control. 

At 0154 the AOBA scored hits with her fifth ralvo on the QUINCY'* 
port battery, putting gun Numbers Six and Right out oi ®ct*ou, explot mg 
the ammunition in ready service boxes and killing most of the gun crews, 

-rT^tTon" Report,"ASTORIA, dottle of 3avo Island, Ser7'IP3T / Al6-?/- 

(00500), August 9th, 1942. . , rrM 

** better August 10th, 1942 from Lieut. Condr. R. R. Craighill. .*»- 
CSNNLS, to Commanding Officer concerning Night cruiser Action, 

.** Wot! C to J Appendix # F to British Battle Summary No. 21, Naval Operations 
at the Landings in the Southern Solomons, August /th-1-th, dated 

.**.* Hilary ith Fleet August 7th-19th, 1942, CIO Document 74633, Hay 

12th, 1949. „ _ ... , TC ,. 

***** Letter August 13th, 1942 from Lieut. Condr. *. H. Trues do ll.^N, 
Gunnery Officer, ASTORIA, to Commanding Officer concerning Night 
Cruiser Action, August 9th, 1942. 
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making tho QUINCY*s port battery uaeieas thereafter.* 

The KAKO continued to hit the VINCENNES at this same time. However, 
her firing was less deliberate than was that of CHOKAI and was not quite 
as effective. The KAKO also employed an uplr.dder,** She hit the VIN¬ 
CENNES with her early salvoa and continued to hit with later onus, but her 
control was somewhat maocurate, for many of her shells either passed 
through the rigging of the VINCENNES or hit In the upper parts of the . 
ship, such as the bridge and gunnery control stations.** 

Also at about 0154, the KINUGASA, which had just settled on course 
069°(T) and was in about the position which the CHOKAI had occupied at 
0150, entered the engagement in support of the other Japanese cruisers. 

She took the VINCENNES as her first target and illuminated her with her 
searchlights. By so doing, she placed a double concentration of fire on 
that ship. The Gunnery Officer of the ASTORIA, who was extraordinarily 
observant throughout the action, remarked* *Their plan, it seems to me, 
was to open up on the van with twc ships concentrating on the leader and 
the third ship to fire upon the second in line."*** This observation 
was oorr it, (See Plate XV) 

The KINUGA5A was hit, at about 0154^, by the second 8-inch salvo 
fired by the VINCENNES. This salvo struck her in the port steering c ntrol 
room, as a consequence of which she extinguished her searchlights and 
veered radically to the loft. It is not clear whether she was able to 
employ her normal Bteering control, but it seems doubtful, for her courses 
steered as shown on the track chart of CRUDIV SIX are not tho same as those 
steered by tho A03A and KAKO. She probably steered with her main engines 
and endeavored to remain as nearly as possible in column. Her track, 

'th'or^£*o t** * win s sojnoTfh*t - * of * Htavin tion from the wake of the ships ahead 
throughout the rest of the battle,**** 

At about 0154i ; , the AC3A, directed the fire of her port dual-purpose 
battery at a destroyer (the H2LU) standing to the southward. Not only did 
tho shell a all miss, but they must have missed badly, for the HKLil was 
entirely unaware that she was being fired on. 


“Action Report, QutlfdY, Engagement Morning August^ th, 1342 off Guad- 
alcanal Island, by Lieut, Comdr. H. B. Heneberger, USN, Senior 
Surviving Officer, Serial CA39/A16~3/(004)hmo, August 16th, 1942, 

** Letter August 10th, 1342 from Lieut, Comdr, R. R» Craighill, USN, 

Sky Control Officer, VINCENNES, to Commanding Officer concerning 
Night Action August 9th, 1942. 

*** Letter August 13th, 1942 from Lieut, Comdr. YJ, H. Truesdell, USN, 
Gunnery Officer, ASTORIA, to Commanding Officer concerning Cruiser 
Night Action August 9th, 1942, 

**** Track Chart No. 2 Annexed to CRUDIV 6 Detailed Bmttle Report No. 8, 
Solomons Naval Action, August 7th-10th, 1942, CIG Document 86927, 
June 27th, 1347. 
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Just before 0155, the AOBA’s rixth salvo hit the QUINCY'S well dock 
„od started a ccuH agraoion xhero that illuminated the QUINCY so brightly 
amidships that the AOBA turned off her searchlights.* 

At 0155, the AOBA divided her ran in battery fire between the VINCENNES 
and the QUINCY, which ships at this time aere fairly ^lose together in 
bearing and provided broadside salf—illuminated targets. 

At about 0155, the CHOKAI's fifth salvo hit the ASTORIA with at 
least four Q-inch 3 hells amidships ond started fires on the beat-deck srd 
in the airplanes in the hangar. These fires gave the CKCfCAl a perfect 
point of aim, without necessitating the employment of her searchlights, 
and assisted in solving her fire control problem. 

Alec, at abc :.t 0155, two or throe of the torpedoes which the CliOKAI 
had fired at 0148* hit the VINCENNES. These torpedoes must have run at 
almost fifty knots tc 'nave covered the distance of 10,500 yards in six 
and one-half minutes, (Plate XVI) 


At this same time, the KAK0 hit the VINGENUES in her Main Battery 
Control Station Aft, killing the Control Officer «nd most . .* the other 
personnel on this station. The' Spotter was seriously wounded. 


At 0155, the KIliWASA, which was corning 
her dual-purpose guns at the VINCENNES and fro 
Since both the VINCENNES and the ASTORIA had 
amidships, the KIIWGASA was given "not only a 
also perfect ranging conditions."*** 


back into c lunn,**directed 
r main battery at the ASTORIA 
burning airplanes and boats 
perfect pcint of aim, but 


*« ^.-3 -s v-« Cul^fO nf 

aDOUL WIO r\ A.li UU/WA J vka r- ii ..* ~~~ T ~ 

shells at the HELM, but these missed again, although the HELM 
during this battle, the Japanese believed that she had sunk at 
probably because she disappeared into a rain squall or a 
she reported at this stage 


4.7-ineb 
't !as not hit 
ebout. 0156, 
patch of the mist 




-*“Xctlon Report, QlFTNCY. lingsgonent doming August 9th, VSK? off Quad- 

alcanal Island by Lieut. Condr. H. B. Reneberger, U3N, Senior Surviving 
Officer, Serial CA39/A16-3/hmo(004) August 16th, 1942. 

** Track Chart No. 2 Annexed to CRUDIV 6 Detailed Battle Report No. 8, 
Solomons Naval Action, August 7th-l0th, 1942, CIG Document 86927, June 
27th, 1947. 

*** Letter August 13th, 1942 from Liout. Comdr. T/. H, Truesdell, JbN, 
Gunnery Officer, ASTORIA to Commanding Officer, concerning Cruiser 
Night Action, August Jth, 1942, 

**** Action Report, HELM, Night Engagement off Save Ir.land, August 9th, 

1942, Serial DD388/Ai6-3(l29) August 14th.- 1942„ 
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The CHCKAI r 8 next salvo struck the ASTORIA about Ol55>j end put 
turret I out of action, killing all in the gun chamber nud the upper 
powder-handling room. The CFOKAI at thie point, having finally determined 
the hitting range end deflection, may have front* to rapid fire; for there¬ 
after the ASTORIA was hit with increasing rapidity with both large and 
smell caliber shells,* 

At about 0166^, the KTidGASA concentrated all the fire power of both 
her main battery and her port dual-purpose better., on the VINCENNES. It 
was at about this tine that she herself receivod an intermediate battery 
hit on her starboard side near th*> ssUilins at frame No, Sib,** This hit 
presumably came from the PATTERSON which had maintained contact by paral¬ 
leling the eastward movement of the Japanese after 0150, 

At 0155, Co riander Cruiser Force in the CHPKAI hanged course at 
026°(T) presxwably to closs the enemy,*** Commander Cruiser Division SIX 
observed at this time "that the LONDON, ASTORIA and PORTLAND class heavy 
cruisers (VDJCSHHES Group) had suffered direct hits by shell-fire or 
torpedoes, burst into flames which enveloped the ships, gushed black smoke, 
slowly listed and sank,"** Thia re* >rt ms highly optimistic sad, in view 
of the accuracy of vost of the Japanese reports concerning this battxe, is 
surprisingly inaccurate insofar as sinkings were oonoerned. None of the 
three .ruisers had sunk at this time; and nou* sank during the time the 
Japanese cruisers were in Ivon Bottom Sound, In fact, tha first Allied 
cruiser to sink was the CJOUCY, diioh went down at about 0236 - over one- 
half hour later. 

At 015D, tha CHOKAI oh, ngod to 016°(T),** presumably to reduce 

the range to the Allied cruiser/. 

Also at 0159, the JCAKO commenced .r. xning her port torpedo tubes at 
the ASTORIA which she reported to be afire at tha time.**** 

At 0149&, the CHOXAI noted large fires raging on the Allied cruisers, 
all three of which were roughly on the same bearing of 313 (T)» She now 
changed oo'irso to 059°(y)*** and coosnnoed falling behind CRUDTV SIX which 
continued on a northerly course. 

Since the war, in August 1942, Commander Cruiser Force stated that 


- - ' Act lo nToyort, iUftoRS. W OT, 57 S.ro S.r. AMVA1M/T«H»T. 

August 20th, 1342, 

** CRUDJV 6 Detailed Battle Report *o. o, Solomons Naval Action, August 
7th-10th, 1942, CIG Document 86927, June 27th, 1947, 

♦** Car Diary 8th Fleet August 7th-10th, 1942, CIG Document 7465*3, May 
12th, 1947, 

**** War Diary, XAKO, August 7th-10th, 1942, Solomons Sea Battle NDC 
Document 160143. 
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the CHOIil did not fell behind CKODIP 3U, that instead ah® we* aXwny. in 
the ran throughout the bctble.® This would b® equivalent to saylnf that 
the CHOKU. did not change course to 069°iT). To bar* lod CEU©rf SIX at 
xM* stage of tha battle, tha CHCKAI would bar* had to ohan^ 
approxineteiy 000°(T) aa CHDDI7 SIX changed to that oouraa at 0200. 

However, it i. olaar that tha CHCRAI did not lead CHUD!* 6 for not 
only did Ccwnander Cruiser Foroa'i Chief of Staff atata in lova^bar 1946 
that tha CHOKAI had loat bar loading poaition during thin turn baoo oca of 
tha diffaranoo in turning circles wployad by th * t ^the* 

DUgTMi that band mi tl» plotting mmlflm, tha CsKXiJ had 

fallen aa far bahlnd as 5900 yarda. 

A possible furthar ©onfimetioa of tha above malyai* was provided by 
tha YMCSannffl which reported that at about 0*00 tha laading Japanese ship 
waa observed indlatinetly on oouraa llB^T),*** It any ** 

given to this report, taken, aa it was, at lon g ran ge, at night baay 
weather and under battle oondltiona, than tha CBCSAI mxnt ***• •’"““** ,” 
ratioally wide indeed. Thia would indicate a •tearing casualty or aiiailar 

trouble. 

The uunwloua fact that tha oouraa a a taared by tha CHORA I up to 0169^ 
ware aoourataly recorded, that those steered thereafter were conspicuously 
chitted indicates the possibility that Ccunsnder Cruiser Perce 
it advisable to forget it record the confused Maneuver* of the ctiau.1 ax 
this tine, Whatever ^ have been the reason for the CaCKAI'anroeuvers, 

*kj f. c ® - — that ftaepuinder Cruiser Pc roe change c' oouraa at 0159f to 
059°(T)I**** that this was hia third change of oouraa within lfc Rinatas,**** 
and that ha waa not followed in this turn by COMCKODIV SIX !n the AOBA.***** 

At 0200, the positions of tha cruisers of the Japanese Western Group, 
with relation to the ©enter of Save Island wares 


-"ST 5 ft£ 5 an£ Vy Tr^iimfraTTSmTaki Vikawa, ui, fokyo, July 19 i^ to 

Lieutenant Singer Flneau, USSR. __ ^ 

** USSB8 Interrogation of Japanese Officials, *av. Ho. 109, Interroga¬ 
tion of Captain Toahikaau Ctaee, I4H, Vol. II. P*g* 
m. Action Report, VUCSMltt, Report of Action Occurring off Sevo land 
(Qu adaleanal -Plorida Island) Area - light of August 8th-9th, 1942, 

Serial 0021, August 14th, 1942, page 4. _ 

•ee* War Diary 8th Pleat August Tth-iOth, 1942, CIO Dooumwt T4655, May 

12tb 1947# 

***** CHDDIY 6 Detailed Battle Report lo. 8, Solonons Jaral Action, August 
Tth-lOth, 1942, CIG Doounant 86927, June 27th, 194r, page 4. 








(ft) The CHOKAI was bearing 106°(T) distant 17,600 yard*, 
(b) The AOBA was bearing 110°(T) distant 17,900 vardft* 

(o) The KAKO w*s bearing 113°(T) distant li,100 yards. 

(d) Tho KINTJGASA bearing 116°(T) distant 16,200 yards. 


(b) A CTION BETWEEN JAPANESE WESTERN GROUP AMP VINCENNES GROUP 

At 0160, CCMCRUDIV EIGHTEEN in the TENRYU believed that he had sunk 
the PATTERSON to the southward, and changed course to 032 (T).* The p°s - 
tion of the YUBARI - whioh had been in eol«n up to this time at about U. 0 
yards astern of the TENRYU on the previous course of 110 (T) - was bearing 
290°(T) froa the TENRYU. The FURUTAKA was about 1250 yards on bearing 
176°(T) from the TENRYU, heading north. CCHCRUDIV EIGHTEEN had been aware 
of the FURUTAKA*s steering difficulties since 0144 and had observed her 
separation from CRVUTV SIX at 0147&, when she had changed course to the 
northward.** 


The FURUTAXA'e position and northerly courao threatened collision 
with the YUBARI if CRUDIV EIGHTEEN continued on its easterly course; and 
the deduction of this analysis is that COMCRUDIV EIGHTEEN executed a ship s 
turn to the left to 032°(T) to avoid interference from the 
while, the FURUTAKA presumably joined in column astern of the TENRYU^and, 
as will be shown later, maintained that relative position until abou. 0200. 


This relstivs position of the FURUTAKA was determined after full con¬ 
sideration of all factors that influenced her traok and positions between 
0143 and 0150. as revealed in four documenta.*** The track or CRUPrv 
EIGHTEEN as shown on Diagrams "F" and "G", is based o n the only reliable 
information available, the war diary of CCMCOTDIV EIGHTEEN.** The plots on 
thssB di-Ts-s therefore considered to be reasonably correct. Whereas 

a vague and loosely-drawn post-war interrogation chart**** shows tha FUR'J- 
TAXA leading the column of the Japanese Western Group, this last document 
is considered to be in-iorrect in this particular for several reasons* 


-* Track Chart Mo.' STrmexed to CRTOTV if Keoorda of* August 9th, 1^4 J i, 

WDC Document 160984. 

** Records CRUDIV 18, August 9th, 1942, WDC Document 160984. 

*** Action Report PATTERSON, &xgagsment with Enemy Ships Night August 

8th-9th, 1942, Saro-Ouadalosnal-Tulsgi Ares, Serial 001, August 15th, 
1942; Diary Ensign Na ka m ur a, IJI. Chapt. 1, 2(H) (I), peg* 34 and 
Track Chart No. 2 Annexed to CRUDIV 6 Detailed Battle Report No. 8, 
Solomons Naval Action, August 7th-10th, 1942, CIO Document 86927, 

June 27th, 1947. . 

**** Night Engagement Traok Sheet, Report on Sea Battle off Save Island 
August 8th, 1942, GHQ, SCAP, Military Intelligence Section, General 
Staff, Allied Transistor and Interpreter Seotion (ATIS) Domsasnt 
16685, March 16th, 1946, 






(a) It doe* not seem reasonable to presume that CGMCRUDIY EIGHTEEN 
would have followed a ship that w»* haring steering or other navigational 
difficulties, (b) since the FURUTAKA had no flag officer, it does not seen 
reasonable to assume that COMCKUDIV EIGHTEEN in the TENRYU would take any 
other than the lead position, (o) it is not possible, employing the docu¬ 
mentary Information available for plotting, to get the FURUTAKA ahead of 
CRUDIV EIGHTEEN at 0160. 

Tha course of 032°(T) carried CRUDIV EIGHTEEN roughly parallel to, 
but opened the range on, the rear ships of the Eastern Group which were on 
course 060°(T). He could clearly see three of the cruisers of the Eastern 
Group turn on their searchlights at 0160; for the position of these sh*pc, 
relative to the TENRYU, were as followai tha CHOKAI on bearing 079°(T) 
distant 6100 yards, the AOBA on bearing 083°(T) distant 3900 yards, and 
the KAKO on bearing 098°(T) distant 2900 yards. It is clear that if COM- 
CRUDIV EIGHTEEN desired to rejoin the battle column, he would hare to regain 
a position about.2600 yards astern of t’.e KINUGASA in order to allow the 
FURUTAKA to rejoin first. At 0160, the KINUGASA, the last ship in the 
Eastern Croup, was bearing 128°(T) at range 2300 yards from the TENRYU. 

It therefore would appear from the plotting analysis that CQMCRUD1V EIGHTEEN’s 
selection of 032°(T) *• his oourse at this time was incident to his desire 
to lose enough distanoe to be in a position to rejoin in proper station, 
should it become advisable to do so. 

At about 0161 the Tenryu was hit in the after deck by shell fragments 
from the CHICAGO killing 23 men and injuring 21.* At 0152, the TSNRYU sight¬ 
ed a FARRAGOT Class destroyer on bearing 120®relative (a true bearing of 162 
degreao) at a distance of 5000 meters (5600 yards), slightly illuminated.** 
This destroyer was the EULGUEY at actual range 5550 yards. Sinoe the TENRYU 
had by this time opened the range on the KINUGASA to 2800 yards, COIdCRUDIV 
EIGHTEEN changed oourse to 050°(T)** - exactly parallel to the movement of 
the KINUGASA - for the purpose of keeping the TENRYU’a battery unmasked to 
starboard; and opened fire on the 3AGLHY. The YUH1RI is believed to have 
turned simultaneously with the TENRYU, but probably wns unable to open fire 
on the BAGLKY beoause the FURUTAKA fouled the rang*. The FJRUIAKA’s course 
at this tJ-ne, as shown on CRUDIY SIX track chart, indicates that she stood 
on in column through the wake of the TENRYU and turned in succession to 
course 050°(T) a minute and a half later, but did not open fire.*** 

The TENRYU claimed having damaged the BAGLSY greatly.* This olaim is 
seriously disputed, for the HAGLIT. reported that she suffered no damage 


* Action Reports and Tabular Records of Japanese Cruisers ~WDC Documents 
160623 and 161407, 

** Reoords CRUDIV 18, August 9th, 1942, WDC Document 160984, 

**• Track Chart #2 Annexed to CRUDIV 6 Detailed Battle Report #6, Solomons 
Naval Action, August 7th-10th, 1942, WDC Document 160997, June 27th, 
1947. 
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wad wade no contacts ao enssQf forces after 0160.* Consequently, the TEH- 
jm>*» gunfire at this time i' considered to have been very inaoourste, 

Ufctil about 0163, COCRODIV BIGHTESN probably had entertained the 

though that Com -■ Cruiser Poroe night still have as his objeotive the 

Allied shipping at Tulrgi, in which oace he night rejoin hi» in column. 

But by this ti*e he oovld clearly see that Caansnder Cruiser Fo*oehad 
cel so ted as his lasted late objective the destvuotion of the VINCBHHES Group* 
00 realised that he oould no longer oontinue in an easterly direction be- 
oauso his Western Group ni^ht soon beoos»e an attraotivs target for the 
Allied cruisers, and beesuse he would foul the line of fire of the opposing 
Allied and Japanese heavy cruisers which were engaging in a reverse sot ion. 
Ha w ctrastly did not choose to Join in the battle line against heavy 
oruisi'* for the a wee reason that had labelled hie earlier, at 0144. to 
withdraw, Ho thought it wise to oaks s ehmge of course to the north, end 
to repair on that oourse until he oould asoertsin which oruiser group - 
Allied or Japanese - was gaining the advantage* Therefore, at 0163$, he 
executed a (tags of oourse to 000°(T).** 

At 0186, COMCKODI? EIGHTH* observed the superior effectiveness of 
the gunfire of the Japanese Eastern Group against the VI*CKH¥ES Group, for 
severs! of th# Allied cruisers wars on fire at this tine. He considered 
that b» now oould close the range with relative safety in order to support 
Idi own heavy cruisars. His decision to do so is evidenced by his change 
of oourse to 020°(?),** which headed his group towards a suitable torpedo 
firing position* 

CCMCRUDIV EIGHTHS* observed, also at 0166, that s large eneoy oruiser 
oj* relative beer lag 120° was afire and sinking.** This vus the CANBERRA, 
which at the time was 6200 yards away on bearing 140°(T). 

At 0166, th# FUKUTAXA, in column behind th# TBHRTU, opened fire on an 
Allied oruiser on her starboard bow**** employing searchlights.**** Her 
target was the QOIBCT on bearing 040°(T), distant 8000 yards at this tins* 
The FOBBTAKA** firs* together with that of the AOBA to the southeastward* 
placed the QOIBCT under a double concentration. 

At 0168, CGMCK0D1P SIGHTED! sighted what h# identified as s KKBT-type 
oruiser bearing about 060°(T) at range of about 5600 yards.** This iden¬ 
tification was poor, for no KBVT-oless oruiser was in the VUCEEITSS Group* 

• Action Report fcuaj^, Wight Engagement August 9th, 1&42, Tulsgi- 
Quada loons! Area, Serial 016, August 13th, 1942, para. 7. 

** Records CHBDIV 18, August »th, 1942, 3H)C Document 160984. 

*•* Track Chart Bo. 2 Annexed to CRBDIV 6 Detailed Battle Report Bo. 8, 
HOC Doowent 160997, June 27th, 1947* 

**•• Action Report, QBIHCT, Engagement Horning August 9th, 1942, off Guad¬ 
alcanal Island by hi out. Com dr. H* B. Hsnebsrgsr, USB, Senior Surviv¬ 
ing Officer, Serial CA39/A18-«/(004)hMO of August 16th, 1942. 







He had aotually sighted the QUINCY. He also sighted two ASYORU-claas 
cruisers, one ahead and one astern of the "KENT’ (QUINCY) •* Yhese were 
the VINCENNES and the A3T0RIA. He decided at this time to att aok these 
heary oruiaers with torpedoes j* and so ordered, for the TENKYU began ready¬ 
ing her torpedo mount* at this time for firing to starboard. 

At 0159, the TENHYU opened fiwon the "KENT-olass" cruiser (QUINCY) 
on bearing 040°(T> distant 4000 yards„ At this same tine, the TENKYU con- 
nenoed maneuvering to fire torpedoes.* She altered course about ninety de¬ 
grees to the left and then swung again to the right in *n "3" turn to about 
her original course of 020°(T).* 

The sighting and identification of the TKNKYTJ at about 0169 by the 
QUINCY oonfirm* the evaluation sxr.de earlier in this analysis that, when 
the FURUTAKA joined CHUDIV EIGHTEEN at 0160 to fora the Western Group, the 
HsNHYU held the leading position and the PURUTAKA followed in oo3.ustt« The 
TENKYU was identified in the QUINCY at 0159 ao n three-stack erolaer di¬ 
rectly in front of the cruiser (FURUTAKA) that had been illuminating and 
firing on the QUIWCi'.** This identification of the TENNYU is further sup¬ 
ported by the statement that the three-stack cruiser was turning out of 
formation at this time,** a maneuver which is identical to that executed 
by the TENKYU as she com oed maneuvering at 0169 to fire her torpedoes# 
The YU BAR I was not mentio. d in this observation, so it is s fair presump¬ 
tion that she was not seen beoauae she was further to the westward of the 
TEHRYU. 

While the above operations wore in progress, ths FURUTAKA continued 
on oourse 020°(T) and shifted her fire from the QUINC* to the VINCENNES.** 
It Is assumed that at this time (0159) the YU BARI was also continuing on 
her original course 020° (T), notwithstanding the TENKYU* s change of oourse 
toward hen for it ia known that the YUBARI was gaining a position from 
whioh she too could fir® torpedoes.*** As a consequence of the above 
movements, by 0200 the YUBARI was ahead of the TENKYU and the FURUTAKA was 
observed to be aft of the TENKYU.** The plot of the positions of the three 
ships of the Western Group, ss shown at 0200 In Diagram "G* and H", Is 
based on the evaluation of documentary evidenoT, and is considered to be 
reasonably aoourate. 

The 0200 positions of the ships of the Japanese Western Group with 


Document 160984. 

** Written Statement by H. D. Byers, GCc, USN, QUINCY. Concerning Night 
Sea Battle.. Guadalcanal, August 9th, 1942. 

*** Action Reports from Tabular Beoords of Japanese Cruisers, WDC Documents 


130623 and 161407. 
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relation to the center of S a ro Island were? 

(a) The TENKYU was bearing 104°(T) distant 8600 yard*. 

(b) The YUBAPI was bearing 100°(T) distant 7700 yards. 

(c) The FURUTAKA was bearing 110°(T) distant 8900 yards. 

(c) ACTION BY YUHAGI WITH JARVIS 

The YTJKAGI ~ on course 296°(T) at speed 26 knots - was operating 
singly at 0150, having departed the cruiser force at about 0140 for the 
purpose of engaging the JARVIS which was proceeding to the westward at ten 
knots. She had been rapidly overhauling the JARVIS, and now approached her 
target from the latter's starboard quarter c She olosed to a reaaonable gun 
range, and at 0165 opened fire on the JARVIS. 

She engaged the JARVIS for about five minutes. Whether she employed 
her searchlight ie net known. The gun action had been observed by the 
CHICAGO from her position to the southeastward, but the CHICAGO reported 
only gun flashes and made no n.»ntion of searchlight illumination.* The 
YUNAGI noted at this time the gaping hole in the JARVIS'* starboard bow, 
abreast gun 2,** which had been inflioted by a Japanese aircraft torpedo 
at noon, August 8th.*** 

The Commanding Offioer, YUHAGI claimed inflicting damage on the 
JARVIS.♦♦ But the faot that he broke off the action at about 0200 indicates 
that he made no real effort to sink her. What action the JARVIS took is 
not known • sinoe she was later lost without a trace or a survivor * but 
it is presumed that she returned the YUHAGI's fire in such volume as to 
cause the latter to discontinue the motion. 

Why the Commanding Officer, YDHAGI discontinued the action with the 
JARVIS poses an interesting but unanswered question. Perhaps he found the 
JARVIS's gunfire tco accurate and oonsidersd it unwise to engsgs an al¬ 
ready seriously damaged ship, lest his own ship suffer such heavy damage 
as to permit her to fall an easy prsy to the Allies. Perhaps he had already 
decided to stake a reconnaissance sweep to the northward around the west 
side of Save Island in order to provide C omman der Cruiser Ferae with in¬ 
formation concerning additional Allied Forces in the area; and, in the 


AotToc Repori, CHICAGO, concerning Action Against fineay Force*, 

August 9th, 1942, Guadaloanal-Tulagi Area. Serial 099, August 13th, 
1942. 

** Records CRUDIV 18, August 7th-9th, 3942, WDC Document 160984. 

*** Action Report CCKDESRON 4, Operations in Solomon Islands, August 7th- 
8th, 1942 - Anti-Aircraft Action - Report of. Serial 006 September 
9th, 1942, Enclosure (G). JARVIS Dispatch 080620, August 1942. 









fulfill**.* of thl. .«lf-»o»ign.d t..k, did not tain to “ d 

- ttlon on » ship khioh m. oridontly tryinc to «»o«po« snd tailoh —• 

no longer a menace to his own foroes, 

Hhatsver mar have been his reasons the ganaral impression created by 
hi. d^Sn to dl.oontinue oh. notion with th. .TJJVIS - .tan oon.ld.r.d 
together with his retirement «t 0140 just before he could join battle 
with the CHICAGO Group - is that ne did not hare an offensire state of 

mind* 

The YUHAGI** position at 0200 was bearing approximately 238°(T) dis¬ 
tant 9800 yards from the center of Sawo Island, 


T Records CK 'EPTY IB, August - V flE S TE K, 1942. mx; i^b5aent I6$m, 





CHAPTER XI? 


i mro opeaiTiara* 

v ^ i i ■ 10 

QISO August 9th to 0200 August 9th 


(*} CTGAQaaare or yihcbubs group with japabtsu kastbrm grocp 

At 0160, the Group Comoander in tU* YIHCWMBS oomwmined accelerating 
from ton knots to fifteen knots speed, as his group continued on oourse 
316°(T). In a few moments, his cruisers were illuminated by three search¬ 
lights whioh he observed were on s wests, bearing of about 206°(T), He 
noted tha t these searchlights illuminated the ASTORIA first, then the 
QUIHCT and finally the VIBCBMNBS;*♦ aid that a difference of but forty 
seconds occurred between the turning <® of the first and last search¬ 
lights.*** He obtained a radar range of 8280 yards presumably on the 
leading Japanese ship, the CHOKAI.** 

The thoughts that were passing through the mind of Coownder VIMCBH- 
MBS Group at this time are of interest to any student of naval warfare, 
since they constituted the basis for the action he took in ihe engagement 
just cassaencing with his group. In order to present them here, it is re¬ 
called that three Minutes earlier - at 014-7 •* Cowman dor VIHCEHHBS Group 
had estimated that a Japanese destroyer was creating a diversion with the 
CHICAGO Group whioh was designed to lure the VDiCENMBS Group to the south¬ 
ward so that the Japanese Main Attack Foroe Might approach from the north 
of Savo Islaand pass through his sector in order to attack the trans¬ 
ports. His aotion had been to hold oourse 316°(T), increase speed to fif¬ 
teen knots, and am»it development*.**** 


-* ftie -t&Ts of firing V>y Allied 'Ship* given!* this chapter are chiefly 

derived from the analysis of the aotion, although sosw of the times 
were obtained from Allied report*. The data concerning the mean 
points of impact of the Japanese salvos was obtained entirely from 
Allied sources. Both the times of firing and the mem points of im¬ 
pact, as determined, herein, era btlievod to be reasonably accurate. 

** Aotion Report VIHCEKSES, Report of Aotion Between OSS VIHCESMES and 
Japanese Heavy Cruisers Sear Savo Island on Sight of August 8th-9th, 
1942, Serial 0022, August 14th, 1942. 

*** Letter August 10th, 1942 from Lieut. Ccmdr. R, R. Craighill, OSS, to 
CosEianding Offioer concerning Might Aotion August 9th, 1942, page 1. 
**** Aotion Report VINCBHNE8, Report of Action Occurring off Savo Island 
(Guadalcanal-Florida Island) Area - Might of August 8th-9th, 1942, 
Serial 0021, August 14th, 1942, page 5» also personal interview of 
Captain Frederick Riefkohl, USM. Commanding Offioer, VIMCENNBS, re¬ 
corded January 26th, 1945 by Chief of Maval Operations. Offioe of 
Haval Records and Library. 
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At 0160 he iMis giving serious consideration to the best method of 
meeting strong enemy opposition, for he felt that his mas the vital area 
for defending the transports. He felt that his position and movement were 
correct,* Unfortunately, in making his estimate, he did not give adequate 
consideration to the possibility of the enemy attacking in force through 
the entranoe south of Save Island. As t consequence cf this erroneous 
estimate, he had been caught by surprise when the Japanese Eastern Group, 
approaching from that direction, had illuminated his group at 0160 ar.d 
commenced the engagement. (Plate XI) 

He did not know the oomposttion or identity of the foroe attacking 
his group.* He had seen no enemy heavy ships and none had been reported.* 

He stated, three years later, that he had thought that these searchlights 
were those of the AUSTRALIA Group which was following in and searching for 
light enemy forces which might have stood into Iron Bottom Sound. He fur¬ 
ther stated, in this interview that he had limited lately told them over TBS 
voice radio to get their lights o'"" hia ships, for his command was friendly.* 
This message is not svsilable to this study. 

He wanted to guard against fi-ing on friendly ships, but at the same 
time he felt obliged to take measures to defend himself. He uppeare to 
have felt that the continued illumination of his group by searchlights 
constituted a hostile set. He therefore felt that he had to fire on the 
ships using the searohlights, and promptly ordered his cruisers by TBS 
voice radio to open fire on the searchlights.* This order was repeated in 
the QUINCY, but there is no reoord of its having been reoaived by the 
ASTORIA, IflLSOF or HELM. He continued to hold course and speed. 


Bvit were these decisions correct? In this situation, should not his 

■a • i » a i. * — %--- aA AV* 4 114 smrl a V»4nn4 hff (it 1 . Till II 11 Hli 

X'lrtTf raougjiv n*To uoni w j/awkSuw v«w ******'•- r r o —-«-• - 

familiarity with his patrol area should by this time have been suoh that a 
quick glanoe at the relative position of the seemingly hoatila ships mml<i 
reveal they were in an excellent position - regardless of their possible 
ooureo and speed - to attack the transports at Tulagi. It was therefore 
incumbent upon him to interpose tho VINCENNES Group. Should he not have 
'instantaneously realised that he would not be able to do this if he con¬ 
tinued on hie base course at hie present speed? How then might he have 
accomplished it? A study of a possible solution has been worked out on 
Plate Sll. He oould have turned either to the left or to the right by 


* AoVfoTKepori VftlcBfilfefc, ftecori' of ActrorTEourring ofTSsero Island 
(Guadalcanal-Florida Island) Area - Night of August 8th-9th, 1942, 
Serial 0021, August 14th, 1942, page 3j also personal interview of 
Captein Frederick Rlefkohl, USN, Commanding Officer, VINCENNES, re¬ 
corded January 26th, 1948 by Chief cf Naval derations. Office of 
Naval Reoords and Library. 
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simultaneous ship movements. But which change of course ww preferable? 

(*) If ha had turned to the left, and tha ahipa illuninnting hi* jeroup 
turnad out to be many, ha would then have bean closing thaw at a th * ahen 
ha was not fully prepared fo*- battle - his ships ware atil* in tto? .rooess 
of shifting from Condition oi Readiness II to Condition of Headings I and 
would not ba fully ready fo ’ battle for at least two or three ainutas acre* 
Such a turn would therefore hare created a highly unfavorable situation. 

(b) If on tha other hand he had turned to tha right - let us say* to 
a course of about 106°(?) - and had increased speed to twenty-five knots 
or greater, he would thereby have reduced the effectiveness of the torpe¬ 
does or gunfire which these seemingly hostile ships might direct at his 
unprepared oemend. At the same time he would have attained a better rela¬ 
tive position from which to interpose his onimmnd between tha eamy and 
tha transports st Tulagl. 

In turning to tha right he would have been carrying out tha oouraa of 
aotion which doctrine in 1942 prescribed for surprise encounters with 
antsy ships during night or low visibility. The doctrine for both tbs 
American and British navies was as followsi 

(1) Tha American doctrine provided that cruisers meeting mmgr ship** 
"should normally in chance night encounters sto id aotion unless the condi¬ 
tions were favorable for engaging.** 

(2) The British doctrine was* *to endeavor to gain time by * turn 
away.*** 

Therefore it seams dear that if he believed these ships were tossy 
his correct course* of action should have boon to change course to the 
right. 

But what aotion should he have taken had he believed these ahipa to 
ba friendly? mould not his oorreet course of aotion in such oaaa als» 
have bean to turn away to tha right and for the same reasons propounded 
b the disouasion above? 


In either case, in view of possible doubt, should ha not have witV 
held fire? Does not tha faot that ha did not withhold fire betray his 
underlying belief that tha ships which had surprised him were moat proba¬ 
bly ensmy? 

If ■tha above analysis is correct, why then did Ccnmander VIVcmKS 


* War Instruct ions, 3.3. Wavy 1934 FTP "l43 Chapter IX, 
Might Encounters, page 44, para. 936. 

** hoyal Bevy Firing Manual 1939, Chapter on light Aotion, 


Instructions for 


para. P. 
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Grove choose that course of motion least auitabla to tha proper accomp¬ 
li si-jent of his objectiveT Tha answar seems to ba that h» was both fa¬ 
tigued and confused at this tin®, and had had insufficient time or data to 
aaia a or aot daoiaion although five Minutes had elapsed ainoe ha had ar¬ 
rived on toe bridge. Tha unfortunate results of hia failure to turn away 
and to inorsasa speed in accordance with doctrine ware to become manifest 
aa the battle progressed. 

(1) Action by VIBCESNKS* 

At 0150 th* VIICBOntB sighted the first pair of aeerohlighta trained 
on the ASTORIA, nd her Main Battery Control Officer ordered the turrets 
to train left and pick up this target (the CHOKAI).** At the seme time 
her port fivr- «noh battery was alerted, preparatory to firing star shells.*** ***• 
In lass tV\ rinute two additional pairs of searchlights oaae on in suc¬ 
cession, an. l\asloated first tha QUUCY and than the lfI3CBane$ # ** The 
YMCEMRS tbt ay was illuminated before her turrets could be brought to 
bear on tha C II. Since there were now three targets, aha carried out 
the fire-distribution doctrine of training her wain battery on the right- 
hand pair of searchlights - the KAXO’s - and discontinued training left to 
plot up the CHOKA >** Mhy the YHCBHB8 did not immediately open flro on 
the KAKO with her condition II watch is nowhere explained, foi ell turret 
guns were alree^ loaded, the exaex bearing of the answy was known, and an 
excellent range the enemy had been obtained by radar. Perhaps the state¬ 
ment of t»te Mein Battery Control Officer that tha YI&CKIKSS was not yet 
manned and rsety for General Quarters** provides the olue to en answer - the 
gunnery organisation was disrupted by the shifting from Condition of Readi¬ 
ness II to Condition of Readiness I. 

By 01S1, she noted a salvo splash short of ona of the two Allied cruis¬ 
ers astern of her*** - the CHOKAI's first salvo landing 600 yards abort end 
zOo yards ahead of the jiS7Q*.~LA'*** m - and also noted gun flashes ou a rela¬ 
tive bearing of 2*6 degrees.*** These fleshes were from the batteries of 


* (bring to the breakdown of ilhe group dosssand within the THkSSMS "Tfroup 
it has become necessary hereinafter to evaluate separately the oon- 
duot of the Comsmnding Officers of tha several ships of that group* 

** letter undated from Lieut. Ccaadr, R. L. Adana, OSH, Main Battery Con¬ 
trol Officer, VUdBOBB to Cxna sliding Qffieer, oonoeming Action of 
DBS VIBCBUBS off Savo Island, August 9th, 1342. 

*** Letter Auguat 10th, 1942 from Liewt. Comdr. R. R. Craighill, OW, Sky 
Control Officer, YI8CKR1ES to Ccmaanding Qffieer, concerning Right 
Action of August 9th, 1942. 

***• Letter Auguat 13th, 1C42 from Lieut* Ccmdr. W. H. Truesdell, OSR, 
ter \* ''•fleer, ASTORIA to Ccsseanding Officer, concerning light 
Crui.. tion, gust 9th, 1942. 









the AOM and KAKO, which were firing or, the QUINCY and VINCENUES regec- 
tiTely. Before the VINCENNES could fire her star shells to silhouette th* 
ship, which were illuminating and firing on the VINCENNES Croup, she ob¬ 
served a salvo - the KAKO's first - land off her own port beam ,oout BOO 
yards short in range.* The battle was underway! (Plate Tlx) 

Since the Group Commander had received no instructions from CTG 
62.6,- and was unaware that he was the, OTC of the Western Scroen it seem. 
logical that, at this tWe, he should have immediately notified C7G 62,5 
th^t his ship and his group were engaged by unidentified »nd unreported 
ships. It is possible that, under the surprise and duress of the 
Commander VINCENNES Group was principally concerned with bringing 
shin to readiness and with gaining more information of the enastf ships by 
star shell illumination. 

The VINCENNES fired her first salvo ~,f star shells from her port iive- 
inoh battery at 015l|.* Since the ASTUR-A sighted the CHOKAI silhouetted 
against an illumination to the south**#*; at about this time, it is probate 
that the VINCENNES' star shells burst properly. 

At about 0152, the VINCENNES noted another Japanese salvo - the KAKO's 
second salvo - land just 100 yard, .herb of her.-* It appeared to the 
VINCENNES at this time ttiat there were many sources of fire all along 
port hand, somewhat comparable to a line of shore butteries.* This £pr*»- 
sion was not entirely .^correct, for the Japanese cruiser, extended from a 
bearing of 227°(T) to 190°(T) from the VINCENNES. Most of tbe^e ships were 
firing^at this time - the UkYU at the BAGLEY, the KINUGASA at the CAN- 
SERPa! while the CHOKAl, AOBA and KAKO were firing at the VINugNNSS Group. 
Thus, enemy gunfire was visible to the VINCENNES in an arc extending frorn^ 
v bearing slightly forward of her beam to almost broad on her port quarto.. 

Commander VLJ’JENNES Group was by now fully convinced of the enemy 
character of the firing “.hipa* and directed his two screening uesv.oyers - 
the HELM and WILSON - to attack.**** He still held his cruisers on course 


-^!Cetter~A u ' gugt IW&Tfl KS frern ITeTu~l^STX~R, Crnighili. USN, 

VINCENNES to Commanding Officer, concerning Night Action of August 

9th, 1942. J c , . 

*• Action Report, VINCENNES, Report of Action ^rring ^ff Savo Island 
(Guadaieanal-Florida Island) Area - Night of August 8th-9th, 194^., 
Serial 0021, August 14th, 1942. 

*** Letter undated from Lieut. Comdr. R. L. Adams, USN, Main Battery Con¬ 
trol Officer, VINCENNES to Commanding Officer, concerning Action or 
USS VINCENNES off Savo Island, August 9th, 1942. 

**** Action Report, HELM, Might Engagement off Savo Island, Solomon is¬ 
lands, August 9th, 1942, Serial DDS88/A18-3(129). August 14th, 1942, 
and Action Report VINCENNES, Report of Action Occurring off Savo 
Island (Guadalcanal-Florida Island) Area - Night of August 8th-9th, 
1942, Serial 0021, August 14th, 1942. 
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316°('£) at standard speed fifteen knot*. He had lost two vital Minutes 
during which the enemy had all but found the range* and during which his 
own ships had not fired a single sight-inch salvo. Even so* Cowander 
VINCKHB8 Group still had a chance to protect the transports at Tulagi and 
At ths saws tine to carry out the doctrine of disengaging his group by 
executing a radical inoraase in speed and a simultaneous turn away to the 
right until sueh tin® as his ships were reedy to return the fire. By so 
doing, he also would have maneuvered to avoid any onsmy torpedoes that 
might already be heading through the water toward his cruisers. For these 
and other reasons, which were set forth in detail in Her Instructions, 

1954 and which were common knowledge of s-IJ captains and watch offioers, 
it is considered that the action of Coitnanaer VINCSMNBS Group in holding 
course and speed was unsound. vPlete XIII) 

The VIHCESraES was straddled by the KAXO at about 0152 3/i with both 
8-inch and 4,7-inch shells.* She suffered numerous hits, most of which 
were in the carpenter shop and the hangar. The two planes in the hangar, 
whieh fortunately had no gasoline in their tanks, immediately burst into 
f u»« r mm One 5-inoh shell struck the port side of the bridge forward, and 
killed the Ccaasunioations Officer and several enlisted men.* 


jit about 0153, the VIHCSH¥33 finally succeeded in firing her first 
salvo - a full nine gun salvo from her main battery directed at the XAX0.*v 
She employed as the firing range ths radar range of 8250 yards obtainod 
on the CflQKAI some throe minutes earlier. 1 *** The VIKCBKIBS did not see 
this *alvo land; but analysis based on Diagram "G" indicates that it fell 
stout 500 yards short, since the range at this time was actually about 8800 
yards. (Piste XIV) 


At about 0163&, the V1SCOTNE3 was hit again - this time by the XAXO's 
fourth sruvo. The mean point of impact was over in range, for the shells 
__u .v» vtspbiicmi •••<n-,.(r»i. ot* hit thn unn**-* works of the 
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ship.* Oue shell struck Battle II and the antenna trunks, cutting the 
searchlight cablet and putting them out of commission for the remainder cf 
the action.* This hit also caused all gun-control electrioel power to be 
lost temporarily on both tho main and secondary batteries.* The VINCENNES 
shifted to auxiliary power until the gun-control ulectrioal power was 


* 


** 




To'tTSnS'por'l VflKBHKtt. Report of 'Action Occurring off Savo TsIiK& 
(Guadalcanal -Florida Island) Area - Night of August 8th-9th, 1942, 
Serial 0021, August 14th, 1942. 

Letter August 10t-h, 1942 from Lieut. Comdr. H. R, Craighill, USN, 
VINCENNES to Cosmmnding Officer, concerning Night Action of August 9th, 


1942. 

Letter undated from Liaut. Comdr. R. L. Adams, 
trol Offioer, VISCENNTO ‘o Commanding Officer, 
US'S VINCSNNES off 3avo Island, August 9th, 1942 


U3N, Main Battery Cou¬ 
rt oaoerning Action of 
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* e*torvd about dm miaute kt«r»* 

Vhil* the notion oontinuod, Co—n rtir VHCBIHR6 Group wi waking a 
nsmine estimate of the situation. Be wee in a no ft difficult situs 
for he one being heavily hit while he teas endeavoring to fight his own 
ship and to guide his task group as well. Bo could eee from the rapid 
rate of change of bearing of the Ty that a reverse action was being 
fought, and that the essay mould eooa paea under his stem headed towards 
TUlagi. He oould no longer tana in on hie base course at standard speed, 
for his forward turrets would soon reach their limit of train and would be 
unable to bear on the may. He was forced to wake a turn promptly, if 
he wished to destroy the enemy and to protect the chipping at Tulagl. Be 
oecided to increase speed to twenty knots,** and to turn by simultaneous 
ship's turn to the left with the view of closing the enemy and continuing 
around on a reverse course If he (the ensny) stood toward the transport 
erea.** 


This dec 1 cion reveals that Cease under TDfCBDBS Group had an appreeia- 
tion of his objective at this tlas but still did not understand h^r to 
ooapllsh it. It has already been pointed out that his best dnaase oi 
interposing his group for the protection of the transports at TUlagi had 
been presented at 0160. He h'.d fall-id to oapitalise on this opportunity 
thee., and he had failed again to do so at 0162. Be had now placed himself 
in a situation whero his guns oould no longer bear on the snowy, 

While a turn to the left by simultaneous ships turn would have teag>c- 
rarily unasked his guns to port and would have permitted him for a limited 
time to continue the engagement with hie main battery) it would alec have 
closed the range at a time when the VHCQUEB Oroup was not only being 
heavily hit by the ensny, but had not as yet found the range. In addition, 
is it not clear from Diagram "6" that during cueh a simultaneous ships turn 
his fire would soon have become blanketed by Lis own chips and h's *TWe* 
crossed? 

Had he turned to the right, increased speed to tw e nty -five knots or 
greater and headed tewurd TUlagi, he might have reduced sosmwhat the ef¬ 
fectiveness of the Japanese gunfire. This might have enabled him then to 
concentrate effectively the guns of his own group on re-sngsgimg the snsay 
to starboard in u normal action and ahculd have given him a better chamoe 
to protect TUlagi. Therefore his correct move at this time should have 
been to change course to the right. 

*~Ur&er undated Trtm Lleui. flondr. IT t. "Ai3—7* TSS7 Main Beitcry Con- 
trol Qffioer, VUC8DI88 to Ccasscndlng Offloer, concerning lotion of 
VOCJBODtt off Save I sland, August Pth, 1942. 

** lotion Report, THCNHR8, Report of lotion Ooourrlng off Bavo Island 
(Guadalcanal-Florida Island) Area - light of August 8tl*»9th, 1942, 

Serial 0021, August 14th, 1942. 









Co—mdsr VMCSMHES OrTup was unable to transmit hi a decision to tha 
rest of bis (roup because all lnter-ship radio onim lost ion* and signal 
searchlights were out of n nil salon, and even the blinker si (nailing tubes 
had bean lost in the blast on the bridge.* He had taken too long to arrive 
at this decision) and by nosr the only court# of action open to him vac to 
resort to follcnr-the-leader taotlos with the hope that his other captains 
would interpret his intentions, and would maneuver and fight their ships 
accordingly* 

In following this plan* he then (et 0169^) changed course to the left 
to about 276°(7) and Increased speed to twenty knots.** His own ship was 
being hit continually by what appeared to him to be 8-inch end 5-lnoh 
shells** His aidshipc section was on fire, and the anti-aircraft control 
stations* both forward end aft* had been heavily hit. Fire fighting was 
inaffaotlve because the fire mains had been ruptured and no water was 
available topside* although the fire and bilge ptaps were still running** 

When the VHCBDR8 lost her gun-control electrical power, she had been 
firing on the KAKO. By the time her power bed been restored, and she wee 
ready to res ism fire* a new right-hand target had appeared* Thie wae the 
KHWA8A which was now entering the next phase of the battle* The VUCKB- 
MBS iwaediately trained on this new target) end et 0164* she fired the 
second full salvo froa her nine 8-ineh guns at it**** She evidently had 
the oorveot range and deflection, for this salvo hit the KDVUQA8JL and ex¬ 
ploded in her port steering oontrol roost. The VHCBINS* observers noted 
that her target made a radical turn to the left* as though out of control* 
and was no longer in sight after it extinguished its searchlight*,*•*• 

This observation was oorrert* for the KIHUGAdA twsporarily had lost steer¬ 
ing oontrol rod veered out of column* (gee Plate XT) 

VTM^VMIIYM wee s m ^masn ^n4 4*wacr4«a new f iiweafe am ♦ Vtw na a*^ m nnw mK** 

• ■in* * *nw4m»«a«ma >H»W wvvWMri'ew «v ea w'iM *M• wwaewww wew waew **•»• *vw* wm 

light target to the left* the KAKO; but was unable to do so. sines her 

turrets would not bear****** The Group Commander's forty degrees turn to 


* Action Report* V]^ffllWi,"TE»p©ri ofXstToa Occurring off Save Island 
(Guadalcanal-Florida Island) Area - light of August 8th-9th* 1942* 


Serial 0021* August 14th* 1942. 

** Letter August 19th* 1942 from Commander A. M* Loker, 0831, levigating 
Officer, VIHCBOBS to Ccmsandlng Officer ocmoernlng Bight Angagenant 
with Bbemy August 9th* 1942* page 2* 

*•* Action Report* VIRCHOWS, Report of Action Between 088 VDCHMS and 
Japanese Heavy Cruisers Hear Save Island on light of August 6th-9th* 
1942, Serial 0022* Ai«ust 16th. 1942* 

**•* Letter August 10th* 1942 from Lieut* Cosidr, R* R. CraighlH, OSH* 

VI9CKI1KS to Commanding Officer* concerning light Action, August 9th* 
1942* 


***** Letter undated, froa Lieut. Comdr* R* L. Adasss, 08R, Main Battery 

Control Officer, VHCBR8 to ('oswsnndlng Officer, concerning Latins, 
of 088 Vincnns off Savo Island, August 9th* 1942* 
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the left had not been greet enough to oompeneete for the rapid rate of 
ohenge of bearing to the left of hie former target. 

Ee was now able to see that his left turn had placed his group in an 
even sore difficult situation than it had been in previous to the turn. 

His own ship was being heavily hit and he oould see the QUINCY on fire off 
his port quarter.* His ship was in suoh a line of bearing relative to the 
Japanese Eastern Group as to insure the crossing of his "Tee", astern with 
the consequent concentration of fire on hia rear cruiser, the ASTORIA# 

He. therefore, at long last arrived at tha decision he should have made 
four minutes earlisr - to ohange course to the right by a radical turn and 
to increase speed to twenty-five knots#* But this dsciaion now did not 
prosU.se the advantages which would have aoorued from its execution at 0150. 

The VINCENNES was oarer able to attain more than eighteen knots 
through the water;** for at about 0155, while in the right turn, she was 
hit by a torpedo on her port side. The ship shook and shuddered. Although 
the Commending Officer believed that the VINCENNES had been hit at this 
tine by two or three torpedoes, it is likely that she was hit by but ons. 
This bit was on the port side at Erase 58 under the siok bey.*** The other 
two hits, whioh the YIHCEMBS attributed to torpedoes, were probably made 
by armor-pieroing sheila penetrating the hull below the water line** in a 
wanner similar to those reported by the Australian Board of Enquiry in the 
case of the CAM3SRRA. 

The torpedo whioh hit the VINCENNES had been one of thove fired by 
the CHOKAI shortly after 0146. or roughly one and one-half to two ainutes 
before the latter turned on her searchlight*. This torpedo had to run at 
about fifty knots to have covered the 10,500 yards in approxinately six 
and one-half ainutas. 

The Commanding Officer, vDiCEHNES thought this torpedo had been fired 
by sn enssy submarine. He had not aumisod that it night have oorte from a 
Japanese cruiser, even though the United States Havy had bean studying and 
discussing the danger from torpedo fire by Japanese oruioers long before the 
war. He explained Ms viewpoint on the basis that no flashes from enemy 
torpsdo tubes hsd been sighted in the vicinity of the enamy searchlights 


* Action Report, Report of Action Occurring off d*vo Island 

(Guadalcanal-Florida Island) Area - Sight of August 8th-9th, 1942, 
Serial 0021, August 14th, 1942. 

** Latter August 15th, 1942, from Commander A. 1£. Loker, U3H, Navigating 
Officer, VINCENNES to Cosnandlng Officer concerning Night Engagement 
with Enemy Early Horning August 9th, 1942, page 2. 

*** Loss in Action, QUINCY, ASTORIA, VINCENNES, Battle of Save Island 
August 9th, 1942, liar Damage Report No* 29, MavShips 29(374) Bureau 
of Ships, Navy Department, June 12th, 1945, page 16. 





prior to this hit.* Hi* action in holding course 31b (T) for four minutes 
after the engagement ooiamenoed - end nine minutes after the first alert 
to enemy action “ indicates that Comrunder VINCENNES Group may well have 
overlooked the danger from enemy torpedoes, either from submarines or 
cruisers. 

Immediately after having been hit by the torpedo, the VINCENNES lost 
steering control on the bridge; but was able to steer from the steering 
engine roan. She also lest all main battery power, although the internal 
communication circuit remained intaot. A hit in Main Battery Control Aft 
killed moat of the personnel and wreoked the station** blowing the director 
over the side.*** Power for turrets I and III was provided by the auxil¬ 
iary diesel generators, but posrer for turret II was completely lost so 
that the crew was forced to operate the turret by hand power** - an ex¬ 
tremely slow process, indeed. 

About this time, No. Four fireroom was flooding from a hit, reported 
to be by torpedo, and was thereafter abandoned. Owing to the slownoss 
with which this fireroom flooded - it took seven minutes for the water to 
reach the floorplates - it is quite likely that the fireroom had been dis¬ 
abled by an 8-inoh shell which had penetrated the hull below the water line 
and had then detonated, rather than by a torpedo.**** 

For some reason., probably the accumulative shook to the equipment 
oaused by the exploding shells and the torpedo hit, difficulties were also 
experienced in firerooms Two and Three. In fireroom No. Two it was impos¬ 
sible to get oil suction, and in fireroom No. Three steam pressure was 
lost and could not bo regained. As a consequence, the VINCENNES commenced 
losing her motive power and gradually slowed down* 

Also aoout this time, as the VINCENNES was still being heavily hit 
despite her attempted turn to the north, the Commanding Officer attempted 
to change course to the left; but was unable to do so because the steering 


-a Action Report, VfNCENNES, Report oY Action Occurring off Savo Island 

(Guadalcanal-Florida Island) Area - Night of August 8th-9th, 1942, 
Serial 0021, August 14th, 1942. 

** Action Report, VINCENNES, Report of Action Between USS VINCENNES and 
Japanese Heavy Cruisers Near Savo Island on Night of August 8th-9th, 
1942, Serial 0022, August 16th, 1942. 

*** Personal Interview of Captain Frederick L. Riefkohl, USN, Commanding 
Offioer, VINCENNES, reoorded January 26th, 1945 by the Chief of Naval 
Operations, Office of Naval Reoords and Library. 

•*** Loss in Aotion, QUINCY, ASTORIA, VINCENNES, Battle of Save Island, 
August 9th, 1942, War Damage Report No. 29, NavShips 29(374) Bureau 
of Ships, Navy Department, .Tune lfth, 1943, page 16* 





control wm* out. Ha than endeavored to a tear by hla engine a. He ordered 
the port engine stopped but there was no reply frost the engine order tele¬ 
graph. He di'oorored that he could not establish oonnuaioation by any 
telephone; though the ships service telrihono was heard to ring. Ho there¬ 
fore sent a nous anger to obtain information and to ascertain conditions in 
the engine roon. * 

Being unable to change course to the left he continued along what 
appears to have been an approximate course of 286°(T) from 0158 to 0158. 
About 0J.68 he Managed to change oourse to the right to 540°(l). During the 
turn, turrets I and XI reached their limit of train to port and oould not 
fire. However, it seems probable that at this time, turret III fired at 
least one three-gun salvo at the Japanese Batters Group. Throughout this 
period, the VINCsSNNES continued to be heavily hit by Japanese shells. 

At 0200, the V INC Eh/NS was bearing 085°(T), distant 10,000 yards from 
thu center of Savo Island. 

(2) Action by QUINSY 

The Coesnanding Offioer, QUINCY had been on the bridge for two minutes 
when the Japanese searchlight* oame on at 0160 arid illuminated the VIN¬ 
CENNES Group. The QUINCY had been the first oruiser of this group to go to 
General Quarters, but the Contending Officer knew that she had not had time 
as yet to fully man all stations and get ready. Since he did not live to 
explain his motions at this time, or his mental processes later, his run¬ 
ning estimate through the engagement will never be known accurately. But 
an attempt is made in this study to glean a reasonable reconstruction of his 
sot ions a the statements of others. 

The glare of the Japanese searchlights on the QUINOf had caught her by 
surprise. Although bridge observers and ,iky Aft had detected the silhouet¬ 
tes of three Japanese oruisez j to the southwest at 0148, there is no evi¬ 
dence that this information was given either to the Commanding Officer or 
to the gunnery control stations. Lacking this Information, the Commanding 
Offioer immediately ordered the recognition lights turned on, and asked 
the Offioer-of-the*>Deok which way oould turn. That officer answered 
"to the right".. The Cwwsndlng Offioer Immediately asked the same ques¬ 
tion again, and received the same r-soly.** His use of the night fighting 
lights in a cruiser iaeant, according, to doctrine, that he was identifying 
his Allied oharaotm* in a confused situation where it was possible that he 
might be fired upcu by friendly vessels.*** His question as to which 



Japanese Heavy Cruisers Near Savo Island on Night of August 3th-9th, 
1942, Serial 0022, August 16th, 1942. 

** Written statement August 10th, 1942, by Lieut, (jg) C. D. Clarke, 
USKR, Offioer-of-the-Deck, QUINCY. 


•** War Instructions, United States Navy, 1954, Chapter VIII, Section IV, 
"Night Fighting Light*", page 56„ 
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direction to turn indioatei that he thought that wa euemy submarine had 
bean discovered ou the surface tad that friendly ships - probably the 
AUSTRALIA Group - had closed the VBJ03HNBS Group in pa-suit of this sub¬ 
marine and were now illuainating it. False repo* ts of submarines ou the 
surfaoe were wade by various ships during this night* A olue to those 
reports is pro Tided by the report of HJ4AS ?.I0]4f«RV, tn the SAS JUAN Groups 
which at 2034 had illvminatod a "submarine on the surfaoe" only to find 
that it was the wreckage of one of the aany Japanese torpedo bombers which 
had been shot deem the preceding day.* 

Besides his inherent submarine consciousness attained during hi# long 
tout of ssoort duty in the Atlantio, the Commanding Officer had recent and 
Isawdifit* reason* for thinking thet an tuny bu’usrri^e had been 'isoovered, 
He had received two oontnot reports from aircraft of submarines approaching 
TULAGI. In addition* he had been alerted by CTF 82'# two warning dis- 
patohes to TP 82. The first dispatch received at 0710 stated Enemy sub¬ 
marine reported near. May enter area today."** The second dispatch reosived 
at 1207 stated* "Thera are possibly one or sore submarines in the trans¬ 
port area."*** 


It is rather singular that the Commendin g Off icer* QUIHCY did not 
consider that the ships illuainating th VBJCKKHBS Group wore enemy cruis¬ 
ers. For he had received over the HOT Fox schedule ft sbout 1900* August 
8th, « contact report of a force of Japanese cruisers and seaplane tenders* 
or gunbro.ts* sighted at *026 on the 8th off Bougainville on t southeaster¬ 
ly course. A plot of this contact would have shown that at least a part 
of this force could reach Iren Bottom Sound between 0130 and 0200 and was 
capable of attacking TF 62 that night. He seems to have overlooked this 

1 _ ..... * , . . 1 . nmm* art _a rtmn an a _ »»r» W, <44 A slot 4nfnm 
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his Heads of Departments* nor did he make any pertinent entry in his light 

Order Bock. 


Xf wa accept tbs logio of the above discussions, then it follows that 
the Comannding Gffioir's query to the Offloer-of-the-Deok - as to which 
way to turn - was wise logloal. However, Before he could take ony action, 
two orders were received from Cowman for VIHCE1K2S Group over the TBS^voioe 
radio. She first order was "Steam at standard speed, fifteen knots! 

The other wus* °Fire on the searchlights!" The effect of thase orders 
on the Cowasading Qffioar* QPWCY was to keep hiat in column formation oon- 
foming to the oourse and apead of his Group Commander, who obviously 


~+'Sx£&idix. 18 €o ‘£c£lbn Keporl <!f$ ( 42 . d concerning i T Irst Battle of SVVo 
Island August 9th* 1942 to CTF 62. Serial A.F.1066/15, August 13th, 
1942 which io Latter August 16th, 1942 from Comaanding Offioer, HMAS, 
HOtAfiT to CTF 44{CT0 62*0) "narrative of Bight of 8th-9th August* 
1942". 

** CTF 62 Dispatch 072000* August 1942, to TF 62. 

*♦* CTF 52 Dispatch 000107, Argust 1942, to All Stations. 
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considered the searchlights were from enemy ships. Concurrent with thr. 
receipt of the second message, he directed the Gunnery Officer to "fire 
on the searchlightsl R * 

Just before 0151, the QUINCY observed the CHOKAI’s first salvo land 
abort of the ASTORIA** and the KAKO’s first salvo land ehort of the VIN¬ 
CENNES.* (Plate XII) 

At 0151 the QUINCY succeeded in obtaining a stereoscopic range finder 
range of 8400 yards on an enemy searchlight** As the range to the AOBA at 
this timo was 8400 yards, according to Diagram *G", and since the A084 was 
the second ship in formation and therefore the logical target for the 
QUINCY, it seems highly probable that this range was taken on the AOBA's 
searchlight. The QUINCY was unable to take advantage of this jxoellent 
range and settle on a suitable target, because of circumstance-, that caused 
unusual delay and confusion incident to shifting from Condition of Readiness 
II to Condition of Readiness I. The implications of these ciroumsta^ces 
warrant a digression from the battle narrative at this point for discussing 
their causes and effects on the QUINCY’s performance in this night action. 

The requirement that all anti-aircraft batteries (torpedo defens *) 
fully manned @t all times during Condition II created a battle organization 
which employed personnel on the broadside guns from the other batteries* 
Consequently, these personnel had to first be relieved before they could 
proceed to their regular battle stations which, in many cases, were in dis¬ 
tant parts of the ship. The QUINCY unfortunately accomplished the setting 
of Condition ZED - maximum watertight integrity - before the General Quart¬ 
ers Stations were fully manned* The direct result of this was that many 
officers and men were never able to reach their battle stations because 
the watertight doors and hatches were buttenad down. Such delay and confu¬ 
sion would not have ocourred had the personnel been assigned Condition II 
watches that- were either the same as, or in close proximity tu, their 
regular battle stations** 

It is presumed that tlie "current doctrine" then in force - the compute 
manning of the anti-aircruft batteries at all times when in Condition of 
Readiness II - was to provide the maximum readiness against possible anemy 
submarines on the surface at night* This could have had real meaning in 
the QUINCY, for that ship had but recently (June 10th) arrived in the Pa¬ 
cific Oce an from long servioe in the submarine-infested Atlantic Ocean, 


~^ Aotfon Report, QU'WcY, Engagement Corning August 9£h, 1942, o£f dv&dal^ 
oanal Island, by Lieut. Comdr. H. B. Heneberger, USN, Senior Surviving 
Officer, QUINCY, Serial CA39/A16-3/(004)hmo, August 16th, 1942, page 2* 
** Written Statement of Lieut. (,1g) R. H. UoKlligott, USN, Sky Af Officer, 
QUINCY, August 10th, 1942. 









It is believed that the QUINCY's awareness of the effectiveness of sub¬ 
marines in the Atlantic and her further consciousness that main-battery 
guns had been of little importance against the Gernan submarine, were 
chiefly contributory to her failure tc provide effective measures of 
organir.at.ion for combat operations against surface chips in the Pacific* 

The torpedo defense battery had been the prime reape i in the Atlantic; and 
the fact that it wua not so important in the Pacific Ocean had not been 
fully appreciated as yet within the QUINCY. Hence, the QUINCY's battle 
organisation was designed to favor the torpedo defense battery rather than 
the main battery. This organization required, that personnel ba taken f from 
other stations, the manning of which, while not important against subma¬ 
rines, became highly important against surface ships. 

One of the particularly unfortunate outgrowths of the QUINCY’s battle 
organization was the necessity for relieving the talkers - the men who man¬ 
ned the telephones and transmitted orders and information,* This shift of 
personnel seriously interfered with the prompt and accurate flow of com- 
ntmiioationa with the consequence, pointed out earlier, that neither the 
PATTERSON’S warning message: "throe enessy chips inside Savo Island", re¬ 
ceived on the bridge at 0147-jjf, nor the bridge observation of the silhouet¬ 
tes of three Japanese cruisers made at 0148, wus transmitted from the 
bridge to the gunnery control stations. 


Likewise, Sky Aft - the after anti-airoraft director officer - alto 
observed these three silhouettes and reported them to Sky Control** - the 
officer in control of all anti-aircraft fire; yet, there is no eridenoe 
that the latter officer forwarded this information either to the Command¬ 
ing Officer or to the gunnery control stations. It appears possible that, 
had the latter stations been alerted to the presence of these silhouettes. 
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her Condition of Poadinesa II gunnery organization, as had the ASTORIA. 
As it happened, the gunnery oontro.i stations were not alerted until they 
were surprised by the glare of the Japanese searchlights on the cruiser 
oolumn at 0150,* 


A possible additional retarding influence may have been psychological 
in nature, for there was a feeling in the QUINCY th t the ships whioh hsd 


* Action Report, QUINCY. Engagement Morning August 9th, 1942 off Guadal¬ 
canal Island, by Lieut. Condr. H. B. Henebergpr, USN, Senior Surviving 
Offioer, QUINCY, Serial CA39/A16-3/(004)hmo, August 16th, 1942. pars. 
« 00 . 

** Written Statement of Lieut. (Jg) R. H. lioKlligott, USN, 8ky Aft Of* 
fioer, QUINCY, August 10th, 1942. 









illuminated and were firing on 'oh* VIBCEHNES Group ware friendly,* Moatn- 
tout enough, this s«ee feeling wee noted in the ASTORIA,** end in the 

viKCBinDsa.*** 

At nbout 0x51^, the QUIHCY observed the AOBA's first salvo land off 
her port bow;**** end within 50 seconds the noted AOBA's eeoond salvo land 
off her starboard side - over in range about 200 yards,***** 

In the me ant In* f the QUIVCT was staking preparations to fire starshells 
to port,****** This was correct procedure, particularly when taken by 
surprise,, sinoe the employment of searchlight* would have provided the 
«ra*sy with a definite point of aim. 

At 0162^, the AOBA's third salvo struck the QUIVCT on her main deck 
aft, disabling the Number Three mount of the i .1” machine gun battery and 
starting * fire cm the fan-tail. The QUIVCT Immediately flooded the 1,1 
clipping room for this mount and succeeded for a time in keeping tho fire 
in cheok in this area. 

Shortly after 0153, the QCIHCT w*.i hit on her bridge by the AOBA's 
fourth salvo. This salvo accomplished more damage to personnel than to 
material and wounded several persons, including the Supervleory-Officer- 
of-the-Watoh. This offleer's bettle station was with one of the repair 
parties) but sinoe it took him several minutes to orient the Commanding 
Officer to the situation, ks was delayed until after the aat' Lag of Condi¬ 
tion ZSD, Ha undoubtedly decided to r tern in on the bridge ratoer than to 
open doors and hatches, thereby impairing her watertight integrity while 
the QUIVCT was under fire, 

Mesiwthileg the QUIVCT endeavored to fire star shells to port, end 
cocoesusd by 0154 in placing the star shells in the fuse pots of the port 
battery. The ootmuni cat ions in the ant 1 .-aircraft battery were confused. 


* Action Report, QUIVCT 1 , ISgngsmenT Mo ruing August 9th, off Cued- 

aloanal Island, by Lieut. Caadr, H. B. Jeneberger, US1, Senior Sur¬ 
viving Offloer, QUMCT, Serial CA39/U6—3/(004)hmc B August 16th, 

1942 para, 6(k). 

*• Action Report, ASTORIA, Battle of Savo Island, Serial AP37/A16-3/ 
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Amber Z Battery Offloer, QUIVCT, 









1 , 3(1 tiwn it no rcoord of u o**der bting gittn 'to tht port battery to fir* 
the star shells, At thit time (0164) the urn* struck by th* AOBA's fifth 
mIto which put her anti-airoraft gun* six and eight out of action, killing 
■ott of their gun 01 tvs and exploding tha m—m ltion in tha ready servioe 
boxen. Bar rnswlrlng two anti-aircraft gun* on tha port tide, gun* taro and 
four, loot a n\ab«? of kay paraonnal from this seme ealvo. Flying fragments 
out the oarcridge oaaaa of tha ttar shells in t'u* fu*a pots oauaing them to 
bum "like Roman Candles".* Tha port battery was rendarad utalett at thit 
time, and more mmsunition ready-boxes exploded,** 

About thit time tha Commanding Officer, QODJCT observed that tha YIH- 
CEFSE8 w*~ ".■dcing a radical turn of about forty degreet to the left**** 

Ha die uoi know what Cctaaander VIHCEEWSS Group had in Bind by thi* turn, 
for ha had received nc in*truction*. It it logioal that ha would normally 
**>*.»*»* that Cowandar VDICHWBS Group was endeavoring to bring more gens 
to bear on tha enemy; and that tuoh a radical change wat necessary because 
of the rapid rate of ohange of rearing of the enemy targets. Consequently, 
he decided to ohange oourse to the left by ship's turn to parallel the new 
course of VWCSiKES in order to bring aore of his own guns to bear, rather 
tbwn to execute a turn by column movesaent. Had ho decided to follow the 
VXKCKHHBS to the left by oolumn movement, he might hare contributed to 
thwarting the Japanese from oresting tha "Tee" from the rear, (hi the other 
hand, if hit batteries oould soon commence fire his gun power would hare 
been seriously reduced during this critical tine, sinoe his forward guns 
would be unable to bear. Furthermore, had he held the QUDfCT on tie base 
oourse for a longer time, there waa the possibility that she might hare 
intercepted enwy torpedoes. His decision therefore to ohange oourse to 
tha left by ship's turn was correct. (See Plate XV) 


sslro hit QUJNCY** dock ftud 

set afire the airplane seoured th?re. Exploding gasoline was sprayed over 
the well deck, the boat deck and the airplane on the port oatapult, start¬ 
ing fires. The Commanding Offioer ordered that the burning plane on the 
port oatapult be shot off, but in the confusion the order was not oerried 
out. These firea enveloped tho plane on tha starboard oatapult and spread 
rapidly. Soon tha QUIHCT was illuminated so brightly amidships that tha 
AOBA, aa a consequence, was observed to turn off her searchlight,* 


—ration Report"" ’WlHCT, Engagement Horning August 9th, 1942 ofr Guad¬ 
alcanal Island by Lieut. Coodr. H. B. Heneberger, D5I, Senior Surviving 
Offioer, Serial CA39/Al«-3/(OQ4)imio, August 16th, 1942. 

** Written Statement August 10th, 1942, by Ensi&i J. H. Tighe, USSR, 
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At about 0156. ths Commander VINCENNES Group noted tha QUINCY was aft 
and on tha port hand of tha VINCENNES, and mi afire.* Tha Commanding 
Of floor, ASTORIA also noted that tha QUINCY at thia time had firaa raging 
amidships.** fly this time tha QUINCY -was in a Una of bearing from VIN- 
Cfl i lS about tan or fiftaan dagreaa to tha left of tha ba»a course of 
316°(T),** and was headed about forty'-degrees to tha l**t. 

About thia time tha Commanding Officer waa heard on the bridge giving 
excited oowaande.*** What these onumanda wore or to whom addressed is 
not diaoloaad, but they probably had to do with tha QUINCY's failure to 
open fire. Ha had every reaaon to be aroused, for approximately 
ainutes had now elapsed linoa the sounding of "General Quarters and hia 
ship had not as yet fired a single shot either from her main battery or 
fro* her anti-airoraft battery. She was being hit by a heavy concentration 
of shells but was not firing in return. The neoesaity for expediting the 
opening of fire by the QUINCY was critioal. 

It was at this tine that the smoke, fines, and glare of the fires 
amidships ooseaenoed interfering with the fire ooutrol stations. The line 
of sight from the forward stations in the direction of the enemy *** °^" 
soured, the after stations were so enveloped in the fumes end smoke that 
they beoame untenable and had to be evacuated.**** Neither the QUINCY f e 
original target, the AOBA, nor the other ships of the Japanese Eastern 
Group oould be seen, because their searohlights were not neoassary against 
the salf-illimiinated ships of the VINCENNES Group whioh wers all ablate 
at thia tima. Additionally, tha QUINCY was steaming through the smoke 
from the guns and from the fires raging on the VINCENNES, ^hich the light 
wind was not oarryin* clear of the formation. It was extremely difficult, 
and in some oases impossible, for the QUINCY to sight the enemy av thia 
time** 

At about 0168, Spot I waa able to sake out a seaiohlight to the south- 
westward through the difficult sighting conditions prsvailing at the tine. 
Ha estimated the target angle as sixty degrees, range 6,000^yards, target 
speed fifteen knots* and he so reported to control.***** lhi« data, how¬ 
ever much in error, was greatly welcomed by the fire oontrol officer, 
sinoe it was the first target that had been made out sinoe 0151- when the 


* Action Report, (i'JilMY. &igagTaant jAoming Augurfc 9th, 1942 

aleanal Island by Lieut. Cceidr, H. B. Heneberp^r, US*. Senior Surviv¬ 
ing Offloer, Serial UA39/A16-3/(00*)hmc. Augu „ 16th, 19*2. 

»* Aotion Report, ASTORIA. Battle of Savo Island, August 9th, 19*2, 
Serial AP37/A16-S/(00S00) August 20th, 19*2, para. 13. 

•e* Written Statement August 10th, 19*2, by Lieut.(jg) J. H. Me-f, USUI. 

**»* Written Statement August 10th, 19*2, by Lieut.(Jg) C„ H. lfo'Slligobt, 
USN, Sky Aft Officer, QUINCY. 

*«••• Written Statement August 10th. 19*2, by Lieut.(Jg) R. S. Hopkins, 

USN, QUINCY, 
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range of 8400 yards had been obtained on the A0BA'< •’earohlight. At the 
' time, the Fire Control Officer thought that this target was the same ship 

that had been firing at the QUINCY so devastatingly.* However, auslysio 
discloses that the QUINCY'S new target was not the AOHA at all, but was a 
ship of the Japanese Western Group - the FURUTAKA, whioh had now entered 
the action with the VINCENNES Group, The FURUTAKA had turned her search¬ 
lights cn the QUINCY at 0156 and had oponed fire on her,-** thu3 revealing 
her presence. The FURUTAKA was still on course 000°(T) at: t.renty-six knots, 
following the TEHRYU at a distanoe of roughly 1300 yards, am had tut as 
yet reached the point where the TENRYU had changed course ft C155 to 0?0° 
(T). The QUINCY at this time bore 040°(T) from the FURUTAKA, a oriing to 
Diagram "G". 

The taotioal situation was now becoming serious. Japanese heavy ships 
were not only crossing the QUINCY'S stern, but an additional one - the 
FURUTAKA - had appeared off her port bow and had concxencec. firing. The 
QUINCY was now being fired c- from two directions. The Commanding Officer 
undoubtedly considered thr RUTAKA to be his primary target, not only be¬ 
cause of her comparative closeness but also because of her torpedo poten¬ 
tiality. He therefore decided to engage her with his entire main battery, 

k The QUINCY consequently trained her main battery on the FURUTAKA and 

| prepared to fire, using a firing range of 6,000 yards. Prior to opening 

fire, she obtained a radar range of 5800 yards, but this range was not used 
with the first salvo.*** Plotting analysis establishes the time as about 
Oi.68 when the actual range from the QUINCY to the FURUTAKA was 5800 yard*. 
She then at about 0159 fired her f*rst main battery salvo. The time of 
this salvo was dotermined by two f~- ->rs: (a) by the written statement of 
one of the engineering j wV- i he recorded 0158 ap the time of the 

atitmavt. ..in v>«_ , ul* -»* fantuallv it was a little later): and 

p a«iv * w * w v » ■ ■»» --- \-- • - 

(b) by the degree of promptness of firing the QUINCY * s first salvo after 
having obtained a range on the FURUTAKA. 

This salvo was a full nine-cun - w t>, and was fired on a bearing of 
approximately 217°(T). In view of t ifferenoe between the firing range 
and the radar range, the QUINCY app u a correction for the seoond salvo 
f of "down 200 yards" and "no change" in defleotion, without waiting to ob¬ 

serve the fall of shot. 


* Statement of Captain H. B. Hene'berger, Uiftf, former Senior Surviving 
Officer e QUINCY to Commodore R. W. Bate*, USN(Ret), Head of Department 
of Analysis, Naval WAr College, Newport, R.I. on August 24th, 1949. 

** Track Chart So. 2 Annexed to CRUDIV 6 Dotailed Battle Report No. 8, 
Solomons Naval Action, August 7th-10th. 1942, WDC Document 160997. 

*** Action Report, QUINCY, Ehgagament Morning August 9th, 1942 off Guadal- 
oanal Island, by Lieut. Comdr. H. T3. Heneberger, USH, Senior Surviving 
Offioer, Serial CA59/AI*-3/(004)hno. August 16th, 1942. 
a*** Written Statement August 10th, 1942 by Ensign A. F. Cohen, USN, QUINCY. 


- 186 - 


y 


i 






At 0159, the QUINCY flighted another enemy oruiaer to the southwest* 
the presence of whieh was divulged by the letter's opening fire on the 
QUINCY. This eneny cruiser bearing about 221°(T) distant 4100 yards frost 
the QUINCY - was observed to be directly ahead of the FURUTAKA> to have 
three stacks, and to hare coosaenoed a turn at this tine.* She was the 
TENHYU, •which it will be reeumbered had identified the QUINCY inoorreotly 
as a KEHT-olass oruijer, and had opened fire. 10 * 

The CoaoBanding Officer, QUINCY was now faced with another difficult 
situation. He was not only being subjected to the harassing fire of the 
ships of the Jcpsnese Eastern Oroup, as they were crossing under his stern, 
and to the gunfire of the Japanese Western Oroup, but he also found himself 
in an excellent position to be torpedoed by the latter group frosi olose 
range. He observed that the VINCENNES was changing course to the right at 
this critioal time, He deoided to execute a change of course to the right 
also. His 'maneuvers indicate that he mad* this dcoision, as ha had earlier 
at 0154, In order to parallel the VINCENNES by a simultaneous ship's turn, 
even though in this oase, as in the former maneuver, ue had received no 
instructions from Coonander VIHCEHNB8 Group. It is probable that he did 
not observe the torpedo hit on the VINCENNES some three minutes earlier, 
but his relative movement on the VINCHWES must have alerted him to the 
fact that the VINCENNES was slowing down and was steering an uncertain 
course, making it difficult to conform to her movements* 

I*' arriving at his decision to change course to the right, the Cos'* 
mauding Offioer, QUINCY, olearly realised that the QUINCY* s forward turrets 
soon would be unable to bear on the FCKUTAXA to port, but should be ublo 
to bear on the Japanese Eastern Group to starboard,see In order to sake 
the best of this new situation* he notified the Fire Control Offioer at 
0159$- that the ship was changing oourse to starboard*Ha also directed 
that turret III was ta cantina* the with the TORUTiIi and that 

turrets I and II were to pick up a ossr target to the eastward. 

Unfortunately at this time turret III was hit on the faoe«plate by 
an 6-inch shall from the FURUTAKA and a large place of armor was dislodged 
in suoh a way as to jam the turret in train.This hit put turret III 
completely out of action. Per the moment the QJMCY was unable to fire 
either at the FURUTAKA or at any other target. Meanwhile, the Commanding 
Officer, QUINCY ordered the str.rboard 5-inch battery to illuminate with 
atur shell s and the main battery to engage any enemy target dlsoovered 3 


~ by 5. B. flyers, ' ago, 138* 7 

Night Sea Battle, Guadalcanal. 

** Records CRUD.TV 18, August 7th-9th, 1942, WK Document 180984. 

*** Action Report, QUINCY, Engagement Morning August 9th, 1942 off Guadal¬ 
canal Island by Lieut. Comdr. H. B. Reneberger, USX, Senior Surviving 
Officer, Serial CA59/AlQ-*/bao(004) August 15th, 1E42. 
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From this tins oaniM, ths QUUCT «» being hit repeatedly by 8-inch, 

4.7- inch, and 5.6-inch shells thro ugh tout her length. She ess in s serious 
predicament, because bhe had now been caught in a cross-fire between the 
Japanese Eastern and Western Croups and was unable to bear on the «nemy 
with either her wain or secondary batteries.* 

At 0200, the QUIICT was in a position bearing; 007°(T). distant 10,700 
yards frost ths center of Savo Island. 

(3) Aotion by ASTORIA 

At 0160, the ASTORIA waa proceeding in oolism behind the QUUCT. She 
was still in Condition of Readiness II, and was uaaindfuT of the events in 
Iron Pot ter Sound which had motivated both the VHCEhHES and 30HCT to go 
to Qsneral Quarters two minutes earlier. She Commanding Officer was still 
aslsep in his emergency cabin on the bridge. 

At about this tins the ASTORIA sighted aircraft flares to the south¬ 
ward, The Gunnery Officer alerted all stations, trained out both tin naia 
battery - which had been loaded since noon the previous day - sad the 5-inch 
battery to the port quarter, and loaded the 5—inch guns in readiness fot the 
first target that might appear.** He reported the flares to ths bridge, sad 
requested that ths Supervisory Hatch Officer sound "General Quarters".** 

Ho mention is found in the reports of the ASTORIA personnel of the i-esroh- 
lights of the Japanese cruisers at this tine, citHcugh both the QUIICT end 
YHCKHSB8 had seen ths ASTORIA illuminated first. 

Because of the delay in the ASTORIA* • shifting from Condition of Remdi- 
se%* II to Condition of Rea dins as I, it beeoaws necessary to bring out de¬ 
tails in the narrative to show ths relative unl^portanoe attached to the 
flares by officers on the bridge who seem to have been acre concerned with 
routine natters. 

On receipt of the report from the Control Station concerning the air¬ 
craft flares sighted, the Supervisory Watch Officer instructed ths Officer- 
of-the-0»ok to call the Commanding Officer and report the airomft flares,*** 
while he went out on the ps»rt side of the bridge to investigate. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the Qffio«r-of-the-D#ck continued in his efforts of ths moment to 




canal Island by Lieut. Comdr. H. B. Keseberger, OBH, 9mior Surviving 
Officer, Serial CARS/iO.ft-3/fcmc(C04) August 16th, 1942. 

•* Letter August 13th, 1942 from Lieut. Comdr. W. 3. True*dell, US®, Gun 
nery Officer, ASTORIA, to Commanding Officer concerning Sight Cruiser 


Action, August 9th, 1942, page 3. 

♦*• Letter August 17th, 1942 free Lieut. Cctefir. J.R. Topper, US*. Super- 
vlsory-Offieer-of-the-Deok to Commanding Officer oonoeraing Action 
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acknowledge over the TBS voice radio the VINCENNES message concerning the 
next . vange of course e.v 0200, and did not immediately call the Commanding 

Office. .* 

A t about 0161, a salvo was observed to land off the ASTORIA’a port 
^Ide - about 500 yards short in range rmd 200 yards ahead in deflection** 

- by the Main Battery Control personnel, but was not noticed by the bridge 
personnel. Tho Main Battery Control Officer (Gunnery Officer) now re¬ 
quest*: again that the bridge sound "General Quarters".*** This- comamioa- 
tion did not get through to any officer on the bridge, 

A hwlf minute after the salvo was sighted, Spot I sighted a cruiser 
silhouetted against the illumination to the southwest caused by the VIN¬ 
CENNES* star shells. This cruiser was identified by its three turrets 
forward as a NACGI Class oruiser.**** Actually it was the CHOKAI of the 
ATAG9 Clr.ss which closely resembled the NACHI Class cruisers. The presence 
of two other cruisers following the CHOKAI was then immediately revealed 
by the illumination from their own searchlights. These cruisers were as~ 
sumod by the spotter to be of the same cless also t for ho reported to the 
Control Officer that three cruisers of the NACHI Class had been sighted. 

The two cruise following the CHOKAI were, of course, the AOBA and the 
KAKO. (S*« Plate XII) 

T1...J spotter quickly estimated the enemy’s target angle to be 315 de¬ 
grees, speed as twenty-five knots or greater, and range as 5500 yards,***** 
These estimates of target angle and speed were very accurate, indeed. The 
enemy's speed of course, was twenty-six knots. With the CHOKAI on course 
069°(T), this target angle would establish her ss having been on a bearing 
of 204°(T) from the ASTORIA, As plotted on Diagram "0", the rate of change 
of bearing of soven and one—half degrees per minute since 0150 would have 
advanced the CHOKAI to a position bearing 203°(T), from the ASTORIA at 

- . » . ■ ■» i a xi. - __ .laI « w-1 <• -4 

OlSlA; and this ti.me is thereby ior uiiw oyuwoA » 

ing of the Japanese Eastern Group. The estimated range, however, was about 
1500 yardB in error, for the plot indicates the range to the CHOKAI at 0151$ 
was 7200 yards. 

Coincident with the receipt of the spotter's report, the Gunnery Of¬ 
ficer observed two more enemy salvos. One of these - the KAKO*s first 


* Action 3eport“X2fORtA, ~&»ttla tf i>avo Ielanu, 

(00500) August 20th, 1942, page :4. 

** Letter, August 15th, 1042 from L.eut. Comdr* W. H» Truesdell, USN, 
Gunnery Officer, ASTORIA to Co:.-, nding Offioer, Concerning Night 
Cruiser Action August 9th, 1947. page 4, 

• >»* Ibid, page 2, 

**** Ibid, page 6, , _ .... 

***** Statement of Liifetff jgj to* R* Marietta, USN, Plotting Room Officer 

ASTORIA, August l$t!i, 1942, 
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Mlvo - landed near the VMCKHKES about 500 yards ahort In rang® (off the 
ya C BWBS« port bean); tha othar - tha AOftA'• first salvo - landed about 
600 yards short in range and 200 yards ahead of tha QUIRCY in deflection.* 
She Gunnery Offioer, keenly aware that "General Quarters" had not been 
sounded, as yet, and apprehensive of the ASTORIA'« unreadiness for battle, 
urgently requested the Supervisory Officer of the Hatch to sound tho General 
Alam. Shis time he also requested that he be authorised to open fire, for 
the ASTORIA now had a specifio target.** Gnoe again no action was taken by 
the Supervisory Offioer of the Hatch on this request* 


The fact that nosy cruisers had been sighted and identified was re¬ 
ported to the bridge by the Main Battery Control Offioer. The bridge talker 
did not repeat It, so it was not relsywd to the responsible officers on the 
bridge nor was it announosd within the ASTORIA. As a consequence, the 
Supervisory Offioer of the Hatch, who was charged initially with fighting 
the ship, was unaware that ensmy cruisers had been sighted.*** 


Meanwhile, the Offlcer-of-thc-Deck, having collated hie acknowledg¬ 
ment over the TBS voioe radio at about 0151&, and windful of his instruc¬ 
tions to call the Cos—riding Offioer, announced to that all-important officer 
through the door fro* the pilot house to the emergency cabin, that aircraft 
flares had been sighted.**** He reported nothing concerning the enemy cruis¬ 
ers or salvos, beoaus'e ha knew nothing about them. He did not make sure that 
the Commanding Officer had been awakened sufficiently to understand his report. 
Instead, he 1—ediately busied himself with correct station-keeping in order 
to take advantage of the soti-submarine screen provided by the WILSO0I and 
mgs which the Com ar.d'ng Offioer had stressed as highly important in 
JU-V* fwi 9rSa **« This failure of the Off ioer-of-the-Dock to insure that the 
Commanding Offioer was fully alerted to the presence of the aircraft flares 
had serious laqilioations, for the Cowmending Officer either did not hear 
this report or was too drowsy to appreciate its importance. As a conse¬ 
quence, he continued sleeping peacefully at a time when his exporismeed 
judgment was required <m the bridge* 


At 0152, while waiting for the orders from the bridge, the tannery Of¬ 
fioer made a quick radar oheok of the report from Spot I and observed four 
pips on the forward main-battery fire control radar screen. These pips were 


- a " Letter AugUTt 13th, 1842 from Lleu ' i T '<Wr. 1. M. WsegfrHfeH Gun- ~ 

nery Offioer, ASTORIA to Cameending Officer, concerning Right Cruiser 
Aotion, August 9th, 1942, pege 4r> 
e* Ibid, page 2* 

e** Letter August 17th, 1942 from Lieut* Comdr. J. R. Topper, USI. Super¬ 
visory-Off leoT-of-the -Deok, to Coossanding Offioer, ACTQRIA, concerning 
Aotion Morning August 9th, 1942. 

*•** Letter August 17th, 1942 from Limit.(jg) M. A. tarkey, U8IR, Offioer- 
of-the-Deok, AS TORI* to Commanding Offioer ooaoerning Aotion on August 
9th, 1942*. 
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the CHOKAI, AOHA. K1KO and KIHUGASA. An Initial radar range of 7000 yard* 
ms obtained at this tine on the leading cruiser, whioh the ASTORIA took as 
her target.* (The plot in Diagram oonfims this radar range). At this 
sasu* tine the Gunnery Officer obaerred another salro land off the port aids 
of the ASTORIA.** This ealro - the CHOKAI'* second - landed about 600 yarda 
short in range and 100 yarda ahead in deflection.** The Gunnery Officer, 
realising that the ASTORIA me about to be hearily hit and presuming cor¬ 
rectly that his failure to reoeire the order from the bridge to open fire 
must be due either to a lack of appreciation of the rapidly developing 
situation or to a failure of oomwuniofttions, decided that he should open 
fire without waiting for further orders; and thereupon gave the ordor to 
Spot I to ocansnso firing.*** This action of the Gunnery Officer ms 
sound, for in so doing he was acting in accordance with the battle plan 
of his Caatmuxding Officer who had authorised the Gunnery Officer first to 
open fire In oese of surprise attack and then to notify hi*.**** Had he 
aoted otherwise, he might mil hare been considered to hare failed in the 
higher qualities of courage, judgoent, initiative and loyalty. 

There appears to haw© been no doctrine within the VINCENNES Group con¬ 
cerning opening fire or fire distribution. Presumably each Commanding Of¬ 
ficer ms authorised to open fire on his own initiative. War Instructions 
stated that "Commanding Officers should be prepared to open fire without 
sispal for opening fire or for fire distribution. ****** 

The AST ORIA obtained an initial true bearing on the CHOKAI of 195 de¬ 
grees. Plotting analysis shows that this bearing most probably ms ob¬ 
tained at 0152|, and that the rate of change of bearing ms eight end nine- 
tenth degrees between 0162 and 0153. At this same time, the ASTORIA fired 
her first main-battery salro at the CHOKAI at a range of 5600 yards - the 
range estimated by Spot I. (The radar range of 7000 yards had not been ^ 
tr ansmi tted to the Plotting Rocm.)**•*•* This salro probably oonsisted of 
sir shells, since but six main battery gun* were manned in Condition of 
Readiness II (iso gins in each of the thrss turrets). (See Plate XIII j 

About this time, the Supervisory Officer of the Xfatoh, who hud finally 
been alerted to the situation by the A3TORIA’» first salro, called from the 


*TTifE5r3Ef5t lftth, ldii from Q.eut. domdr. W. H. Truesdell, USA, 
Gunnery Offloer, ASTORIA to Commanding Offioer, concerning Night 
Cruiser Action, August 9th, 1942, page 6. 

*• Ibid, page 4* 

*** Ibid, page 2, . . 

•**• Action Report, ASTORIA, Battle of Sero Island, Serial AP37/A16-3/ 

(00600) August 9th, 1942. 

***** «a r Instructions 1934, FTP 143, Section H, Pire Distribution, para, 
12148* 

****** Written Statement, August 15th, 1942 by Lieut, (jg) D. R. Marietta, 
U8I, Plotting Room Offioer, ASTORIA. 
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port wing of the bridge, "Stand by the General Alarm .• Why ha did not 
daoida to .at Condition ONE immediately remain. unexplained. Ha wa. an 
experienced officer, ha had .aan the aircraft flares; ha had aotad that 
the Ounnary Officer had opened fire, although ha did not know at *** 
target; hi. .hip w«. part of a defense .oraan operating in <mmy 
and ha knew that enemy action wa» po.aibl. at any time, fio .hould have 
been thoroughly familiar with the current War Instruction, "^ directed 
that ^Condition of Raadine.. ONE .hall be taken immediately without order 
by any vessel .ighting an ena^y .urfaoe vessel or ** m * 

the Commanding Officer', representative, he of oour.e knew that he wat 
charged with the recponsibility for in.uring that hi. .hip wa. not 
by mu rp rise and unready for action. While it i. true that precipitate ha.te 
in alerting fatigued personnel i. to be avoided, i. it nc„ also true tha.* 
where doubt «. to the nature of a oontaot exists and the safety of the ship 
way be at .take, undue delay in taking positive .otion is »1«*° to be 
ad? It so happened in thi. ca.e that the Supervisory Officer of the Watch 
wa. .oting with undue delay. Perhaps ho was lacking in decision. Perhaps 
hearing nothing fro* hi. Group Co**~~der he considered the target 
tent. Perhap. the free expression of initiative ^^ 
subordinate, had been inadvertantly di.ooumged within the ^ TOR ^; 
aver may have bean the raa.on, the fact remain, that he took noaction to 
prepare the .hip for battle, whan fully five minute, had elapsed since the 
other ohip* of the VIHCENHES Group had gone to General Quarters. 

ConourrenUy. the quartermaster cf the watch had observed one low 
flare bum out a.tem snd a string of four more flare, being ** 

had noted that a friendly ship on the port bow (probably the HSUi) had fired 
a salvo. He therefor., at about 0163. without requesting permission to do 
•o from anybody, .oundod the General Alarm.*** Hi. conduct in so doing was 
somewhat irregular and infer, a possible misunderstanding of the order.* 

The Junior Offioer-of-the-Deok. realising at 0163 that the Commanding^ 
Officer was long delayed in arriving on the bridge and een.ing s*.- 

uatirn demanded his presence, went into the emergency cabin and called 

him.’**** ***** 


- iT tstier ' August 1 7 tiiV " m 2 from LleulT"Comar. J. R. Topper, Supervisory^ 

Officer-of-the-Deok, to Comanding Officer, ASTORIA, concerning Action 

Morning August 9th, 1942, pags 2. _ 

** War Instructions, U.8. Havy 1934, FTP 143, Chapter 8, page 27. 

*** Letter undated from R. A. Radke, Quartermaster Second Class, U3», to 
Commanding Officer concerning the Action of the ASTORIA, August >th, 

**** Letter August 17th, 1942 from Lieut.(jg) *. A. Burkey, Jr., USIR. 

Offioer-of-th#-Deok, to Cossnsnding Officer, A3TCRIA, concerning ac¬ 
tion on August 9th, 1942, page 1. A _/ 

***** Action Rsport, ASTORIA, Battle of Save Island, Serial APJ./A16-S/ 
(00600) August 20th„ 1942, page 14, 
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Whether it was thie call by the Junior Officsr-of-the-Deck which 
alerted the Commanding Officer to the urgbncy of his presence on the bridge 
or whethor the ASTORIA* s first main battery sr.lvo, fired but a few seconds 
before, had already accomplished it, is immaterial. Suffice it to say that 
the Commanding Officer had now boon alerted, end was entering tho pilon 
house from the starboard (disengaged) side of the bridge at the very moment 
that the ASTORIA was firing simultaneously her first .-alvo from her port 
anti-aircraft battery and her second salvo from at least eight guns of her 
main battery.* Turrets II and III each fired three guns and turret I prob¬ 
ably fired two guns. This salvo was fired on a relative bearing of 245 
degrees. The range employed war 5700 yards,** (See Plate XIV) 

The C omman ding Officer immediately assumed direct control over the 
ASTORIA’s operations and promptly queried the Supervisor of the Watch as 
to s "Who sounded the General Alarm?"; "Who gave the order to oommenoe fir¬ 
ing?": and them "Topper, I think that we are firing on our own ships. 

Let's not get excited and act toe hasty! Cease firing!"*** This latter 
order was transmitted to the Gunnery Officer, who Immediately ceased fir¬ 
ing. The Commanding Offioar stated in his action report that he had given 
this order because "the flares and searchlights were to the south of us 
and well inside the bay, and my first reaction was that our vessels had 
spotted an enemy submarine on the surface, and we were firing into our own 
ships,"**** 

This initial estimate of the situation by the Commanding Officer, 
ASTORIA was a perfectly natural one. He had juBt awakened from a sound 
sleep and his ship was firing. He had received no information which might 
lead him to suspect that enemy cruisers, or even enemy destroyers, were in¬ 
side the screen and in Iron Bottom Sound. Ha had reason to expect that had 
any ships tried to enter the Sound south of Savo Island they would have been 
oontacted by the BLUE or by the AUSTRALIA Group and he would have been in- 

r _ a 17. tn -hh* nnmsnea of submarine 2 in the area. 

Finally, he had not yet appreciated the fact that the VINCENNES Group was 
being fired on. 

His action, however, in ordering "oease firing" is not considered 


“*• Letter August IVtTi, 1342 from" Lieut.Qg) N. A. Turkey, Jr„ US&R, 

Of ficer-of-the-Deok, ASTORIA to Commanding Officer concerning Action 
on August 9th, 1942, page 2, 

** Letter August 13th, 1942 from Lisut. Comdr. W, H. Truosdsll, U3N, Qua- 
nsry Offiosr, ASTORIA to Commanding Officsr concerning Night Cruissr 
Action, August 9th, 1942. 

*** Letter August 17th, 1942 from Lisut. Comdr. Jr R. Tapper, USN. Supsr- 
visory-Of fiosr-of-ths-Deck, ASTORIA to Commanding Oifiosr concerning 
Action Jloraing August 9th, 1942, _ , 

**** Action Rsport, ASTORU, Battls of Savo Island, Ssrial AP37/A16-3/ 
(00500), August 20th, 1942, pags 4. 
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correct. It connote, a of h U Gunnery Officer who we. the 

Thi. we* particularly tn * 6 the t i»« ThiVoffioer we. later oom- 

llein Bettery Fire Co £ rol ^action report for outstanding per¬ 
pended hy the Commanding Off-oer in h . ifct ^ n of his own battle plan 

foneanee of duty. It Contro^Offioer authority to open fire in 

which g,T. hi. Mein Battery Fire £ntrol Off ^ ^ ^ ^ fi „ t without 

cate o* surprise.* It reT ® aii ,, f the situation and contrary to the 
haring obtained «^ol»r “nd«r.tMi^6 plr<) Control offio.r whom h. did 
.xpr»...d Judgn.nt of » pp r.ol.tioa of th. po.aibility of 

s^ur^ld 1 ^ «-«« $££z.» 

Si? ST.n?r 0 . ~rdor ,d.<iu.t.ly .n-y o.p.bUiti.. °th.r 
then that of submarine attack. 

Wouid it not hat. b~n -r for 

familiarised himself with the aeli until he bad had an opportu- 

and to here permitted tl« firing ■* ^ acted hastily without 

The Supervisory Officer of the Com- 
»till unaware of the presence o F General Alarm sounded; had not 

imdlng Offloer that b. bad -t ord.r.d th .X ‘J>o£Z ’. ith th. Co*Bd- 
gi™ tha ordar to oo«*oa<> « ,MP«.«* Hroavar. 

ing Officer*» view that they W9re * .ffeir.t for the Gunnery Officer 

he was soon aiarted to th. tno ^.fj^’crui.art had b'aan .i|hfd. 

uot oaly piomptly info™.d “£*l I^LfTopan fir., .bating. ”F»r 
hut he also again made a mos At the SKJse time, it was 

God's sake, give thejrorrt t;o idee"that a #®arohlight *&« illuminat- 

^rSV^d^ to’p^Sthat .La .hip. apoaarad to b. firing on 
thea from far out on the horison. 

At thi. nonant th. Uunnery °" l °" rt1F1h.*W»Rl*1^o^r«t'S' 

™t1b r .:Ad by th. Conmanding Officr. Th. 

—*~Xott o a R^ort. ABro a x rsrrorara^ i.wrv^uTxwnc-y 

(00S00) August 20th, 1942, P*£® ^ w B Davidson, USM, Com- 

- Officer —ing *«— 

,1th Mr u«(. Mr. i. R. Topper. USK. 3up.r- 

*** "ur'omlrlol^-D.ok, to Oc-andiug Offio.r. ooncming Action 
Morning August 9th, 1942, page 3. 
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ASTORIA obtained ait this time a range finder ring* of 6800 yard* on the 
CHDKAit* The plot of this phase of the action, based on the radar ranges 
and the oouraes and speeds of both Allied and Japanese groups, rcreels that 
the aotual range at 0153 was 6800 yards and that ASTORIA** range finder 
operation was excellent. 

The firat enamy salvo that the Commanding Officer obser ved w as at 
0153&, when he eat* the KAKO* s fourth salvo straddle the VTHCIflnraS.** 

A* 0164, the CoMMndlng Officer observed the CK0KAI*s fourth salvo 
land Just 200 yards short of the AdTORIA. One 8-inoh shell of this sal-re 
pierced the hull of the ASTORIA in the bow, forward of turret I, and past¬ 
ed through the paint looker without starting a fire. The range had de¬ 
creased by no* to 6600 yards. As a result of hia observation of this salvo 
and of the preceding salvo which had landed near the VINCBMHE8, the Coamnand— 
ing Officer remarkedt "Whether our ships or not, we will have to atop them!" 
He thereupon ordered* "Sound General Quarters!", and within i fe seoonds 
thereafter ordered* "Coaoenoe firing!"* 1 ** These remarks and orders of tks 
CoHsandiag Officer are highly illuminating, for they Indies-* the confusion 
whloh was in his Bind regarding this phase of the action. He was unable as 
yet to convince hinself that there were, in fact, enemy oruiser* at hand. 

He did not realise that his own oomand was already in the process of set¬ 
ting Condition of Readiness I. (See Plate XV) 

At about 0156 the ASTORIA was hit amidships with at least four 8-inch 
■hells whioh started fires on the boat-deck and in the airplanes in the 
hangar,**** and whioh also temporarily disabled the power supply to turret 
III.* These fires provided adequate target illumination for the CHOKAI, and 
■he then extinguished her searchlights. 

At about 0166, the Commanding Offioar was informed that the Japanese 
oruisera we re of the PACK I Cleat, and that the Group Commander had ordered 
the speed of the group increased to fifteen knots, (standard speed. His re¬ 
action to this information was that this speed was too alow* and he there¬ 
upon rang up full speed (twenty knots) and swung the AS TORT A slightly to 
the left to bring the target as far forward at possible without getting 
into a position to foul the line of fire of the QUIHCY,***** 


- * Wt&f lugust rSih. 194i2 from Lieut. Comdr. d. Jrueadsll, USSlf, &m- 

nery Officer* ASTORIA to Commanding Offioar concerning Cruiser light 
Aotion, August 9th, 1942, , 

** Aotion Report, ASTORIA, Battle of Savo Island, Soria.. AP37/A18-3/ 
(00600), August 20th, 1942, 

*** Latter August 17th, 1942 from Lieut. Condr. J. R. Topper, USE, Super- 
Tiacry-Offioer-of-ths-Deok to Cress Tiding Offioer, ASTORIA concerning 
Aotion Horning August 9th, 1942, page 3, 

**** Aotion Report, ASTORIA, Battle of Savo Island, 3erial AP57/A16-8/ 
(OOKhJ) August 20th, 1942, page 16, 

***** Aotion Report, ASTORIA, Battle of Savo Island, Serial AP37/A16-S/ 
(00600) August 20th, 1942, page 4. 









A few seconds la tar tha ASTORIA resumed fire on the CHOKAI wl«s har 
third main-battery aalvo of six ?un* from turret# I and II on a ralatira 
Wing of 236°. Tha rang* aoployad was 6200 yarda which ahould have 
riaan a naan point of impact of about 100 yarda ahort. Tha aeouraoy ©f 
this firin - range raaultad fr«a the opportunity afforded tha plotting room - 

2 tS.rrS th. C«-hdl=t 0ffl..r'. ord.r to «rlnj" »d 

hia order to "commence firing" - to correct tha ranga kaapar rang® mith tha 
optical rsngaa. Aftar thia aalvo tha ASTORIA decreased her firing rang* at 
an estimated rata, aino* aha ana arable to ranga baoauaa tha Japan**# 
naaroblight* war* out* 

At about the a am tim# that tha ASTORIA firad thia main battery solve, 
har number taro 1.1-inoh mount opened fire to port at th# CHOKAX** and ex¬ 
pended 190 round* before it and th# port 1.1-inoh diraotor ware hit and 
several men killed.*** The CH0KAI admitted receiving "a larga number of 
machine gun hit*, but they did not do any damage,"**** 

Immediately after thia main battery salvo, turret* I and II reached 
their limit of train on tha port aide, Th* Commanding Of ficer** turn to 
the left had not been auffioient to permit hia forward turrata to continue 
to bear, and he was aeon requested repeatedly by th# Gunnery Officer to 
bring the ship even more to tha left* 

The Co—nding Qffioer now re-estisated the situation as ragarde the 
ASTORIA. He hud not received any battle plan, orders or other ca—n ca¬ 
tion* from Co—nder VIHC3HSES Group since tha battle began, other than the 
speed signal for fifteen knot*. Ha, of course, oould see that th* leading 
Japanese cruiser was now in hia stern aro; that he wa* unable to fire at hi# 
target baoauaa hia only turret that could bear, turret III, waa t«spor&ri*y 
disabled; that tha rate of change of bearing wa# high ( it wa* now about nine 

___ 1 . 1 » ,*_- «... .i.,,,*.-!, and that the enaasv would aoon pass under 

hia stem. Ha knew that it waa inovmabent on each of the several ship, com¬ 
manders to remain together so a# to afford mutual support and concentration, 
to avoid blanketing fir* and confusion of target*, to endeavor to reduce fey 
individual ehip amufeuver tha deatruotive fire affect the orossing or the 
*T©#" rould have on tha ASTORIA in particular, in view of her position near¬ 
oat the «na*v, «*d the poaaibility of firing heto own vessel*.***** 


* Letter August 13t!h,^T^42 Tn 
nary Officer, ASTORIA to Coa 
Action, August 9th c 1942. 

** Wr, itten Statement, Auguat 19th 


L±eutT”2oiadr. Vf. 3. Truaadoli, tisii. flua^ 
mding Officer concerning Cruiser Sight 


19U2 bv W.*L Johns. FClo. 




*** Hritt#n ^State»*nt, August 18th, *»42 by Liaut. Ccmdr. E. E. Wakefield, 
USI, Air Defence Officer (Sky Control), ASTORIA. 

.... US3BS Interrogation Mav. So. 85, Vol. II, Interrogation of Japan*## 
Official#, Interrogation of Captain Xtnkiohl Kato, IJH, page 362, 

«*** War Instructions, 0.8. levy 1934, FTP 145, page 44, para. 935. 
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In line with this reasoning, he probably hoped that Coeraapd'-r VISCKNNES 
Group would soon undertake seme group maneuver which might improve the 
present unfavorable teotical situation. H* observed that the VIHCF3W0S 
and QUINCY had alread/ altered course to the left without signal,* with 
the result that all three cruisers were in a line of bearing at ten or fif¬ 
teen degrees to the left of the base course of 315°(T).* He gained the 
impression that perhaps Coma an dor VDJCKSNES Group had oosnenoed a maneuver 
to swing left to a southerly oourse in sueh a manner as to permit the QUINCY 
and ASTORIA to come in astern and at the same time to keep the port bat¬ 
teries of all three cruisers bearing throughout the maneuvsr,* (Plate XVI) 

He had guessed oorreotly the plan of Commander 7XMCEKHE8 Group to 
swing left to a southerly course) but he had not guessed that the Group 
Commander had hoped to execute a simultaneous maneuver by ship's turn, even 
though the normal manner of dunging oourse for a division in line of bear¬ 
ing was by simultaneous turn movement.** He could not be expeoted to have 
executed thia turn without a signal from the Group Coamander - and th> lat¬ 
ter was without any form of signalling device at this time. The left column 
movement us envisaged by the Commanding Offioer, ASTORIA, was not only im¬ 
practical as u tactical maneuver but it also would not have permitted his 
ship's main battery to bear continually on the enemy. 

At about 0156, the ASTORIA was hit in turret I by three armor piercing* 
8-inch shells which probably came from the same salvo. Tro of these shells 
pierced the barbette and exploded in the gun pit and one pierced the faoe 
plate and exploded in the gun room. As a consequence, all of the turret 
crew in the gun room and upper powder roots, and all but two men in the shell 
deck were killed.**'* Fires raged. This destructive salvo could ha^e been 
firad either by the CHOKAI or by the KHUGASA which had directed her fire 
about one uinute earlier on the ASTORIA, the effectiveness of the bits 

would seem to indioate that the salvo came from the CHOKAI, sines that ship 
had already solved her fire control problem. 

Also at about 0166, the ASYG&XA fired two guns of her only useful tur¬ 
ret, turret II, at the CHOKAI on a relative bearing of 225° at a range of 
3000 yards.**** ^his was the ASTORIA'S fourth 6-inch salvo. 

The ASTORIA was now being hit with inorsesing rapidity with both large 
and snail enewy shells, for the entmy had found the range. Several addi¬ 
tional f ires had been started. One was started inboard of guns six and 


—* raTo¥~B»p 0 rt, aSMKU, Bait!? of Savo Island, ferial AF57/US-5/ 
(00500) August 20th, 1942. 

** General Tactical Instructions, FTP 163, 1942, para. 567. 

*** Letter August 13th, 1942 from Liout. Ccwdr. W. H. Trues dell, OSH, 
Gunnery Offioer, ASTORIA, to Coewanding Officer concerning Cruiser 
Night Action August 9th, 1942, page 9. 

**** Ibid, page 5. 








sight of the 5-inch batteryj another wee «tarted in the well-dock and spread 
to the airplanes on the catapults. The ASTORIA's port 5-inch battery had 
been firing until it coMBenced being hit at this time, and shortly was si¬ 
lenced. 

During this time, the Commanding Officer, who by now had obtained a 
reasonably clear - if unhappy - picture of the situation, had been endeav¬ 
oring to sig-rag the ASTORIA by using 10° to )5° of rudder. He did this 
not only to permit his battery to bear to port and thus to maintain the 
fire but also to endeavor to avoid the enemy aaJvos which he reported - in 
a remarkable underetatament - were falling close.* 


About 0167, ASTORIA regained power on turret III and fired her fifth 
u®in-battery salvo from six guns of turret* II and III to port on a rela¬ 
tive bearing of 220° with a firing range of 5600 yards.** This range was 
far short of the actual. The range error was possibly due to the fact that 
the Japanese had ceased using searchlights, once the te.rgets had become il¬ 
luminated by their o~n fires. This range of 5600 yards was therefore an 
estimated range. 

At about 0158, the ASTORIA fired another salvo (her sixth) with five 
guns of turrets II and III. Turret III was intermittently losing and re¬ 
gaining power between the salvos during this phase, A firing range of 6500 
yards was uaed on this salvo which was fired to port on a relative bearing 
of 217°.** This range also was far short of the aetual. 

At 0158, turret II and Director I reached the limit of train. The 
CHOKAI at this moment had just altered course from 069 (7) to a course of 
028°(T). The increased rate of change of bearing would soon prohibit any 
x*_<****««. thw fnnraH turfutii of iSTORIi® 93 th# CHOKAI • 

i UA VUOJ A A* AUg wv — w ---- - - - 

now in the stern arc - was rapidly passing from the port quarter across tne 
stern to the starboard quarter. 

At 0169, the ASTORIA fired her sevonth 8-inch salvo from the three 
guns of turret III with Direotor II controlling. Control had just been 
shifted from Direotor I, which had been having trouble sighting through tha 
fire that was raging amidships. Direotor II was having no easier time con¬ 
trolling, because cf the smoke and fumes that were drifting aft. Th* 
seventh salvo was fired on a relative bearing of about 200 degrees using a 
firing mnge of 5100 yards.** 

At 0159, the Commanding Officer took note of the QUINCY's first main 


* Action Report. iSTM.U, lkUTe“orSVv'o' TslandT Serial AJ >W/k\b‘'S/{Wmt 
of August 20th, 1942, page 16. 

** Latter Auguct 1942 fro© Lieut* Comdr» W* He Truaadall, U3N, Gun** 

nery Officer, ASTORIA to Cdemanding Officer concerning Night Cruiser 

Action Augunt 9th, 1942, page 6. 
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battery salvo* - fired at the FURUT1KA in the Japanese Western Group. He 
presumed that It was directed at the Japanese Eastern Group whioh at this 
tine was passing astern of the ASTORIA.* He noted that the ASTORIA was 
nearly on the sane bearing frees these Japanese oruisers as were the QUIHCY 
and VINCENNES, end that the ASTORIA was drawing ahead on the QUIHCY.* He 
considered that he was already too close to the supposed line of fire be¬ 
tween the QUIHCY and the Japanese Eastern Group and would cross through it 
if he oontinued on his present course and speed.* At this tine both his 
Navigator and Chief Quartemaster, who had been aeaisting hi* in maneuver- 
ing the ship to maintain fire to port, were killed,* He decided to olear 
the QUIHCY*s line of fire by a radical change of course to the right for a 
few minutes and then to swing back to the left to resume his position with 
the forsmtion,* He undoubtedly realised at this time that his earlier 
estimate of being able to continue around to a southerly oourse on the in¬ 
side of the echelon while at the same time keeping his guns bearing on the 
enemy, was infeasible of accomplishment. 

At 0200, the ASTORIA was bearing 090°(T), distant 11,500 yards from 
the canter of Savo Island, 

(4) Action by HEU( 

At 0150 the HHdJl was proceeding on the base course of 515°(T), main¬ 
taining her anti-submarine screening station on the port bow of the YUI- 
CEHHES. (Her 0150 position as shown on Diegren W G" was 1700 yards duo west 
of the VIHCEHNES. It was obtained by crossing the bearing of her aesipaed 
screening station from the VIHCEHNES with the bearing of the HELM reported 
by the CH0KAI.)** It is presuaed that she was in Condition of Readiness I 
at this time, not only because she had been alerted at 0145 by the aircraft 
flares and by the gunfire which appeared to her to come from the AUSTRALIA 
Group,*** but also because of the promptness with which she later fired a 
full salvo from her guns. 

At about 0150, the HELU received over TBS voice radio the Group Com¬ 
mander 1 s order to increase speed from ten knots to fifteen kn ots. She ex¬ 
ecuted this speed signal and oontinued on course with the VIHCEHHES Group, 
which she observed was toon under fire,*** The Cosmandl^g Officer, HKUf 
was neither able to determine the direction from whioh the shells camo, nor 
oould he make out any ship' of the Tiring force.*** He reported that the 


• Action Report, AST0&IA, Battle of Savo island, Serial A^t/aW-S/ 
(00600) of August 20th, 1942, page 5, 

** War Diary 8th Fleet, August 7th-10th, 1942, WDC Document 161259, 

Hay 12th, 1947. 

••* Action Report, HELM , Might Engagement off Savo Island, Solomon Ial'.nds, 
August 9th, 1942, Serial 00568^16-3(129), August 14th, 1942. 
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visibility was about two miles,• and it is probable that the haxe in the 
vicinity of the HELM aooounta for hi* sighting difficulties at thi* time. 


The Fir* Control Officer of the HHM opened fire at one* with a four- 
gun salvo, a* soon a* he saw the firing cosmenos. But sires no target was 
visible and no clear picture of the situation was yet apparent,, the Command 
lug Officer correctly ordered oeas* firing,* 


The Commanding Officer, H35LM was the senior of the two destroyer Coa- 
mnder* in the VINCENNES Group. Although he did not so state in his re¬ 
port, he probably was giving serious consideration to the possible employ¬ 
ment of these destroyers. Although War Instructions were not specifie for 
every situation, he knew that the doctrine set forth therein for anti-sub- 
marine screening vessels during night encounters was to attack enemy vessels 
menacing the force screened,** and to make smoke to oovor the movements of 
that force,*•* He knew that prosit and decisive attack with guns and 
torpedoes would be preferable to an attempt to avoid action.**** He also 
knew that current doctrine at the time for destroyers was to endeavor to 
rvaoh a favorable position for torpedo ettaok before discovery by the enemy 
larger vessels.***** Therefore, guns should normally not be used initial¬ 
ly.***** The ac.ion he should take in accordance with the above doctrine 
bad not been prescribed in the Special T—Tuotions of CTO 62.6 to the 
Screening Group - in whioh they rightly should have been set forth - •**•** 
and he apparently expected his Group Commander to issue specific orders for 
the present unforeseen situation. 


At 0162 the HELM received the order via TBS voice radio from the Coa- 
mndsr VINCENNES Group So attaok.* The Commanding Officer - still haring 
i.- m- aiAA iifNsm nr mran thft location of th® tftrgt t 

nu AmunUVAVU v* WWW4**| -r ww ” J J 

ships - remained on the base course in his screening session, enueavor- 
ed to obtain a visual picture of the situation. H* probably wished that 
the Groip Ccsmiander had at least given him the bearing of the enemy. 


About 0162& he observed the QUINCY being hit by Japanese shells. Ha 
also observed th* ASTORIA open fire, followed by the VINCENNES. Hot with¬ 
standing these observations, he still was unable to distinguish any oner 
targets. His best estimate of the situation was that the VINCENNES Grou^ 
was being attacked from the southeast and was being illuminated free the 
same direction, although the source could not be made out because of sasoke 
from gunfire and burning ships.* At 0164, he changed oourae to the south, 
but he gave no ordera to the WILSON and showed no interest whatsoever in 
the activities of that ship. For acme unknown reason he allowed her to 


« Action 'K spori, B &U, tf i' g Hi Island. »olo«» 

lands, August 9th, 1942, Serial DD388/A16-3/(129). August 14*h 
•* War Instructions. U.S. Navy 1934, FTP 143, para. 944(g). 


«** Ibid, 
**** Ibid, 
•***• Ibid, 
****** ibid. 
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para. 941. 
£ara. 942. 
para. 943. 
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operate indtpendently rather than to form an attack section of two destroy¬ 
ed - as he properly should havo done as the senior destroyer offioer. 

While yot in his turn to the south at 0155, he became aware of the 
fact that the Japanese gunfire was extremely accurate, for all three Allied 
cruisers had topside fires raging,* Fire minutes had elapsed since the 
force that he was screening had been taken under fire by the enemyj but he 
had accomplished nothing that might have foroed the Japanese fire to be 
less effective. Because of t a futility of his visual observations, the 
question arises as to why he did not request from his division commander 
such vital information as the bearing of the enemy* 


He oontir.ued on a southerly course at fifteen knots, ostensibly a t- 
tempting to determine the location of the enemy so that he might take what¬ 
ever action he could against them. Th. s course b ™£ h ^ hi ® /J” 

intermittently during the next five mV;lutes from both the AOBA and KDJUGA5A. 
The fire of these ships was evidently very inaccurate, because the HELM was 
not only completely unaware of it but was also unaware of the presence of 
the firing ships which by this time were not using their searchlights. The 
Japanese cruiuers each claimed sinking the HELM.** but it 1. probable that 
she disappeared from their view into the mist that was making it impossible 
for the HELM to locate the enentf. 


At 0200 the HELM was bearing 102°(T), distant 10,600 yards from the 
center of S*vd Island. 


(5) Action by WILSON 

At 0150 the WILSON was on her anti-submarine station on tha starboard 
bow of the VINCENNES, on course 316°(?) at speed ten knots, and was in 
Condition of Readiness I. At about this time she observed thatthree^un¬ 
identified ships on the port side cf the VDKJisStasS Group h*u 
all three cruisers of this group and then bad commenced firing.*** She 
could not identify these ships, sines the only targets visible to her were 
the searchlights,***• 

However, the Coiananding Officer later learned that his spotter had 
madn out a raked funnel, typical of Japanese cruisers, on one of the tar¬ 
gets.**** 


"TTieilonTSport, HELM, Wight &gagemeni off Jawo Is^sni, Solomon 
lands, August 9th, 1942, S cr lal DD388/A16-3/(129). August 14th. 
** Track Chart No. 2 Annexed to CRUDIV 6 Detailed Battle Report #8 
Solomons Naval Action, August ?ih-9th, 1942, WDC Document 86927 
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June 27th, 1947. _ A . _ 

*** Action Report, WILSON. Action Against Eaemy Surfaoe Ships off Save 

Island, Night of August 8th-9th, 1942, Serial 008, August 20th, 1942, 

para. 2. 

**** Ibid, para, 12. 
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Th* WILSON selected the right-hand searchlight as her target* obtain¬ 
ed s range of 12,000 yarJs* op it with her stereoscopic range finder,** 
and opened fire.* Her target was the KAKO - the third ahip in column of 
the Japanese Eastern Group*, (Diagram "G" indioatea that the KAKO was bear¬ 
ing 207°(T) from the WILSON, at range 12,000 yard*, and confirm* the ex¬ 
cellence of the WILSON* r initial ranging). 

Shortly after 0160, the Conaanding Offioor, WILSON, received the Group 
Consnander 1 * order via TBS voice radio to increase the group'® «pe«d from 
ten knots to fifteen knots.« He immediately executed thia speed change* 
After the WILSON’S second salvo, he observed that her forward guns had 
reached their limit of train and could not bear on the target.* He there¬ 
fore oheoked fire, and as he did so, a casually oocurred on gun number 
four — the plug jammed, ** which left him with but one ufter gun which could 
bear. 


The order to increase speed wua the last order received from the Group 
Commander by the WILSON.* The order addressed at 0152 to the destroyere 
"to attack" wa« therefore not received. The Cossnanding Officer had his 
torpedo battery ready for fixing at this time but because of the confusing 
nature of the action, he considered it unwise to launoh a torpedo attack, 
*** without instructions from the Group Commander. At 0152, he changed 
course to the left to unmask his battery to port and, at the same time, to 
gain a position in which the Allied cruisers would not foul his line of 
fire,**** He made this change of course by a wide easy turn in order to 
avoid cutting sharply across the VINCENNES* bow, as well as to remain well 
clear of the area in which enemy salvos were falling. 

While in this turn, the WILSON was not firing and was herself not 
under Japanese fire, The Commanding Officer was thereby afforded an op¬ 
portunity to view th* ensuing action. He observed that the Allied oruiifn 
were enveloped in a plunging fire.* He noted that a amber of enemy shells 
were falling about 1000 yards on the WILSON*s port beam between h* and the 
nearest oruisesr.**** These vara "overs" from the KAKO which war* a aiding 
about 500 yards beyond tho VINCENNES. By 0153, the Commanding Oil *r, 
WILSON, observed fires break out on both the VINCTHNES and QUINCY.* 

He was now on a westerly course whioh permitted all of his guns to 
bear. This inoluded gun four on which the plug had been cleared. He de¬ 
cided that the range (whioh was by this time atouc 10,000 yards) gave t 
hJ.gh enough trajectory to permit firing over the VINCENNES,**** and he 
therefore resumed fire. 


- * lo ' tToV T ^e>.)riV T C B5 1T,' Xo~tl~iTAgain*l Kn’Sfr Surface dhlps Off devo 

Island, Night of August 8th-Gth, 1042, Serial 008, August 20th, 1942, 
para. 2. 

** Ibid, para, 8. 

*** Ibid, para. 10. 

**** Letter undated from Lt. G.A. Hill,, USN, Erecutive Offioer, WILSON TO 
Consnanding Officer, Enclosure (D) to Action Report WIL30H. 






Lt 0154 tha flaaier fro* tha VILSON'a gun# attracted the attention 
„f thi CHOKU «hsnh roporfd h.0 ». b-rta* 280° r.l.tW. 
of ?49°). The 0154 position of the WILSON shown on l)iogra« G 1. 
on thi* sighting, which repeal, that she was •omowhat ahead of the VINCEN 
KBS^ th. »!,«,. po.ition of h.r ^^.ub~rio. .croon- 

inr station. The WILSON was immediately taken under fire by the CHOKA 
6.0 inch guns* and reported that, as a consequence, km 

len on h.rdeok and had hit her stem. She al.o reported that .hell, could 
be heard passing extrmaely close aboard} but that she ha s ere 
damage or casualties.** 

At 0155, the Contending Officer, WILSON, must hare observed the ™5LU. 
which was only about 1000 yards distant, swinging to the south. He prob¬ 
ably expected to raceire instructions concerning this movement from the 
CoJLnding Officer HELM a. he had heard nothing from the £oup •• 

But in this he was to be disappointed for the CoBBtand^ag officer H_Ul als 
renained^silentT* Why the Coding Officer WILSON did not then request 
instructions from either the Comnendlng Officer HELM or, falling that, from 
his Group Camnander is not explained. 

The WILSON continued to engage the ttnmy on a westerly oourse for^ h ’’ 
next fire minutes, di* eating her fire by tracer, and ^ploying a roexing 
ladder back and forth aero*, tha stereoscopic range linder range. She at 
tempted to range by radar but found it was ineffective because of in¬ 

terference. Her guns performed satisfactorily - all four being used in 
“rSSHLtroI.T.W h.y fir., for th. fir.t f« »lro.. Tn.n .. ih.r. 
wa* no iiiu.in.tlon on th. tarjot. «nd u th. .pottor ”»• 
to spot splashes, the Commanding Officer shifted to continuous fire. 

During this firing the Commanding Officer, WILSON, observed thav che 

Allied cruisers were completely enveloped in flames. He also o 

J.u_ riaoKaa frrtm the Japanese appeared quite dim in comparison 

UIU4 U '*•« - a - - 

with those of the Allied cruisers. 

Just before 0200, the Comaanding Officer, WILSON, noted that the VIN¬ 
CENNES had "swung hard right".*** Actually the VIW 
her right turn at 0158 and was well around by this time. At 0200. tho 
Commanding Officer, WILSON, also changed course to the right 
purpose J adjusting station on the VINCENNES. He checked fir. to port 
Li7commenced training his battery to starboard,*** to «order ** 

firing at the Japanese Eastern Group. At this time the WILS 

♦ XafTl^ y, flih gleet. August 7tt\-TOFr."1942, Wdl Booume^~lTi7n5"57 

** Actitn^port! VlLSON, Action Againet Enemy Surfaoo Ship* 20^1942 

Island, Night of August 8th-9th. 194?, Serial 008, August 20th, 1942, 

para. 14, 

*** Ibid, para. 2* 
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y*t observed th. Japan..* *»et.ro Group, nor had eh. bmn discovered by 
that group. Thi. lingular .ituation i. ooa.p i ov^.i. lM»o«ai.. th. r «g. at 
Sio fr^th. WILSCM to th. WJHTD «* but 3100 yard., «4to th* TOBARI 
was but 2600 yard.. Bither there wa. a divination of Ti.ibility Jbi. 
tr „ _ which imu probabl. - or th. attrition of alx hand, on both th. 
Japan... and Aili.d .id.. «. diluted intmtly upon th. orui..r action. 

At 0200, th. WILSC* wa. boaring 081° (T), di.tant 8860 yard, from th. 
cantor of Savo I.lnnd. 


(b) OPBRATIOMS OF CHICAGO PROOF 


Th. CHICAGO Group was oo*plat#ly disorganised at OIK), when «aoh of 
th. four .hip. - which h.d wotapri.od it b.for. th. J.pwi... attack at 0144 
- ooMKOoed operating in<top.nd«tly. Aooordingly, thi. analy.i. will con- 
tinu. to di.ou.. wparat.ly th. op.rations of woh .hip. 

(1) Action by CHICAGO 

It will b. r combe red that at 0150 th. CHICAGO wa. on oour.a 28S°(T) 
at .peed tw.lv. knots. Th. Comvnding Officer had oba.rr.d th. ] 
at thi. tin. at a rang, of 300C yard., crowing th. lin. of fir. of th. 
CHICAGO* a pert five-inch battf^ry (which wa. trailed on relative *•***“* 
320°). Thi. observation pl.o.d th. PATTBRSCB on bearing 243 (T), 

3000 yard, froa th. CHICAGO. Th. Coeeaanding Offio.r had al.e noted that 
th. PATTERSOH had turned left to an easterly course and , 

i unina tin g th. Japan... "destroyer." (the light cruiser. THKHTU and YTJBARI). 

Why th. Conan ding Officer, CHICAGO did not order th. PATTEH3C1 to re¬ 
join th. CHICAGO in order to provide anti-submarin. protection,*. "*_ a * 

to provide addition*.,. gun ana wrp*» ~ ~~r -; f . un 

appeal that ha I tad completely forgotten hi. responsibilities a. th. Group 
CoLander. But .van a. the Comanding Offio.r. he had ..riou. r..ponai- 
biliti.s with relation to hi. objective - nwiely, the protection of th. 
Allied .hipping at Tulagi and Quadaloanal. Although h* had been In a 
aoriou. gun and torpedo battl. with *n®ay .hip. whioh had pa»..d froa w..t 
to ...t, b. had not a. yet respond*! adequately to th. challenge to hi. 
ability to accomplish thi. obJ.otivo. 

Had ha aids an adbquat. estimate of the situation at this tim. h. 
frould have real!red that h. had two vitally important ta.k. to aocorapllsh 
iKn.diat.ly. On. wa. to alert Comm an dor VUCEWES Group, a. wall 
other important ocmmand.ro of TF 02, .uoh a. CTP 62, CTG 62.6 and CTG 62.4, 
to th. faot that a strong Japan... cruiser fore. wa. in Iron 60 ^tom Sound, 
that it wa. headin g in the direction of th. Aili.d shipping at Tulagi, end 


TXS^oinaport CHICAGO concerning Action Againa^ «~<t«y Foro.. August sJth, 
1942, Gua dal canal-Tulagi Area, Serial 099, August 13th, 1942. 







that there «u a possibility of i—ediate action. The seoond was to pro¬ 
ceed to tha Mitiwrd a* rapidly as possible, aonsislent with his damaged 
bow, in order to support Com—ndeir VIBCEHMK8 Group, and t© recall hia de¬ 
stroyers en route. Had he thought the situation through, he would Swtd 
realised that he was Justified in soring to the eastward at this tine. 

Since the enswy was heading in that direction the defense of th® chipping 
at Guadalcanal against any additional enemy raiding forcea now proparly 
boo—a largely the responsibility of CTO 62.6 In the AUSTRALIA, who was ap¬ 
parently still in that area, supported by the destroyers of the screen lu 
Area XRAY and possibly by the SAM JUAM Oroup. Unfortunately, Conaander 
CHICAGO Group did not sake a thorough estimate and apparently failed to ap¬ 
preciate the necessity for carrying out the abore tasks. 

Instead, ha continued on to the westward on course 283°(T) at twelre 
knots and opened fire with the four gune of his starboard 5-inch battery 
on the left hand "dsstroyer" with an opening range of 720C yards. 1 * Sis 
target was reportedly the YU BARI which wae about 1300 yards astern (to the 
left) of the TBMBYU, The sotusl range, as determined by analysis, DIsgrsm 
"0", was 6000 yards; and the aotual bearing was 328°(T), or forty-five de¬ 
grees relative. His opening of fire was facilitated by the fact that the 
CHICAGO'S starboard 5-inch battery was already trained on this bearing. 

The CHICA00 fired twenty-five rounds of 5-inoh ■—nnition. As a result of 
this firing, the Coen an ding Officer observed one shell burst on the enemy 
and thought that he had obtained one hit.* However, the TUHARI does not 
atait having been hit by an Allied cruiser at this time. The TENHYU on the 
other hand admits having rsoaived shell fragment hits on the sfter deok 
caus ing iv see reus casualties.** Analysis indicates that this damage was 
■oat probably received at this time, and therefore indicates that it waa 
probably done by tha CHICAGO. 

While hia action in engaging these cruisers was sound to the extent 
that any Japanese combatant ship whioh was in a favorable position to at¬ 
tack hi ™ (or which was in s favorable position to ctrike at the Allied 
shipping) bsoame a prepar target, his action in engaging th— on a reverse 
course is questioned. The rate of change of bearing waa necessarily High; 
the period of gunfire would be short; his coursa waa rapidly ‘-amoving the 
CHICAGO from the vicinity of the other enemy cruisers which were swiftly 
moving to the eastward. Finally, the maintenance of the base course of 
285°(T) ©t a uniform speed made the CHICAGO an exceptionally apt targat for 
tha torpedoes of the ships he thought were "two destroyers", which torpedoes 
night already be headed towards har. A —rked change of course and speed by 
the CHICAGO was indicated at this point. 


V iVraa ^ Gport CB r gra r cop-oerulng Actf Sn 'tgSinat Bncny forces August UhT 
1842, Guadalcanal-TVilagi Are*. Serial 088, August 13th, 1842. 

©*• Action Reports from Tabular Records of Japanese Cruisers WDC Documents 
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Shortly after opening fire on the YUBARX, the CHICAGO lost her target* 
Thia was probably occasioned by the turn away of the TUBARI at this tiiae* 
end serve* to confine the supposition made in this analysis that the YURARI 
turned siisultaneously with the TFMWTD at 0160 to the new course of 0320(1).* 
The CHICAGO* non without a tar gat, turned on her Mum be r Tan and Humber Four 
searchlights - which, at the mcasent, were trained on relativo bearing 3Z0 . 
as was the port anti-aircraft battery - and swept te. the left down the port 
side. But since she discovered no targets in that area, she extinguished 
the searchlights** 

Khile this employment of searchlights was not recommended by War In¬ 
structions which stated* "Opening light* and sweeping over wide arcs for 
the target will he avoided,"** its use in this oase is considered tv have 
been correct because the CHICAGO*a star sheila - fired on this same bearing 
several minutes earlier — had all failad to funotion* The Cess nan ding Of¬ 
ficer, whose own ship had been disclosed already, was determined to exer¬ 
cise the greatest vigilance to guard against additional attaoks through 
durk sectors sad this required a quick search. 

About the assse time, at 0161, the Commanding Officer observed a gun 
action to starboard whioh thereafter drew to the northward.* Although he 
makes no mention in his action report as to what ships were engaged in this 
gun action, he must have felt fairly confident that the gunfire was between 
the VIBCSEME8 Group and the Japanese Cruiser Force with wheat he had been so 
recently engaged* The range to the latter group averaged less than 6000 
yards frost the CHICAGO. 

The Coosandlng Officer ignored this action and continued on oourse 
283°(T) at speed twelve. Why he made no effort to close the gap bstween 
the CHICAGO and the VUVCEUBS Group is not dear at this writing. Perhaps 
he felt that, should other enemy ships attempt additional operations in the 
south channel, he might be able to interfere with themj perhaps he felt 
that he was too ‘far away to be able to support adequately the VIHCEIHES 
Group* 

Also at about 0161, the CHICAGO sifted a friendly destroyer on her 
starboard quarter bearing 063°(T) distant 2900 yards.* This was the BAG- 
LEY. one minute later the CHICAGO sighted the PATTHRSOW passing abcut 1600 
yards abeam to port on approximately an opposita oourse** This resighting 
of the PATTBRSOW casts soaw light on the conditions of visi bili ty in that 
particular direction. Although the CHICAGO had seen the PATTERSC® turn to 
oourse 090°(T) at 0160, while the latter was in a position on her port bow. 


* lotion Report,' concerning Aotion Against' Snamy Forces August §th* 

1942, Guadalcanal-Yulagi Area, Serial 099, August 13th, 1942* 

** War Instructions, U.8, Wavy 1934, FTP 143, Chspt* DC, para. 917, p*g* 
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•he must nave lost sight of bar shortly, for she rediscovered the PATTER¬ 
SON on her port beam about two minutet later. This emphasises the need 
for keeping own ft is together during night or low visibility in order to 
avoid confusion anu to avoid the possibility of firing on own ships. It 
also emphasises the fact that a Camrmnding Officer, •aho can feel oonfident 
that any ship sighted during night aotion is enemy, has a marked initial 
advantage over a Commanding Officer wto Is forced to withheld fire until 
the enemy nature of the ship sighted has been determined. 

The amending Of floor, CHICAGO now, at 0162, with no target, decided 
to examine his ship to ascertain the extent of damage sustained from the 
torpedo hit 'riiioh he had received shortly after 0147, This inspection dis¬ 
closed the flooding of oomparbnent* and a hole in the seoond platform deck, 

* orward of Frame 16, and in the first platform deck, forward of Frame 10,- 
The damage was in the process of being brought under control and the strength 
bulkheads were being shored up preparatory to inoreas^d speed,* 

The Commanding Officer decided to test the strength of these shored 
up bulkheads, and ooncenoed increasing speed to throw increased pressure 
on them. Although he ran at a higher speed for a period of but two minute*, 
and therefore, liai suooeeded in increasing npeed only slightly, he decided 
that the CHICAGO would be able to operate safely at twenty-five knots. 

About tbio time, at 0164, the CHICAGO completed decoding a message to 
withdraw towards Lengo Channel, Although the Coanandinf Officer did not 
give the text, the originator or the addressees of this message, it pro1>» 
ably was the one from Commander Transport Squadron YOKE who had gottsn his 
ships underway from the Tulagi anchorage at 0150, 

Botwaen 0164 and 0200, the CHICAGO continued on to the westward} and 
leither participated in any aotion nor reported sighting any aotion. It 
Appears likely that during this period her vision was blanketed by the 
iloud berk south of Bavo Island so that she did not; observe the Japan#Ae 
saltern Group as it drew off to the northeastward. At the end of this 
wriod, the CHICAGO was 16,600 yard* from the CHOKAI and but 13,000 yards 
’tod the KINUGASA. 

Tho Commanding Officer, CHICAGO was alerted to the fact that a battle 
•as still underway in his area at 0200, when he observed gun aotion be— 
ween unidentified ships to the westward of Savo Island.* This was un~ 
louitedly the brief battle between the damaged and retiring Ansrioan de- 
troyer JARVIS end th* Japanese destroyer YUTAGI. The plot on Diagram "G* 
daolosee that these dosnroyert wei*? about 14,000 yard* away on bearing 
00°(T) at this time. 


iLcllon Report concerning Action Against EnSay Forces' August Oth, 
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At 0200, tha CHICAGO’S position relative to the centar of Sevo Island, 
was bos ring 167°(T) distant 13,700 yards. 

(?) Action by CANBERRA 

At 0150, tha CANBERRA was drifting - with tha way on that full speed 
had given her before her engineering plant was put out of operation - on a 
heading of about 03O°(T). She was ablate, and was listing fiwe ■ t0 
starboard at this time. Her Captain was mortally wounded on the bridge, 
and the Executive Officer was oousnanding. 

Three torpedoes - fired at her at 0149 by the FURTJTAKA* - were closing 
her rapidly, but eventually missed. She was being fired on at -his time y 

one Japanese cruiser - the KINUGASA.* She i th^KINUGASA 

KINUGASA’s dual purpose guns until about 0153, at which time the KIN A A 
fired two torpedoes at her and claimed direct hits. These torpedoes missed. 

The position of the CANBERRA at 0155, as chowa on Diap-aa "G\ was de¬ 
termined by the sighting of the TENBYU which noted her on bearing 140 (T), 

afire and sinking.** 

The CANBERRA made every effort to extinguish the firss, to repair the 
damage and to continue the action. Operations were initiated to launch the 
remaining torpedoes, to push overboard the gasoline tanks, to flood all 
magazines and shell rooms, and to drop overboard all ready ammunition, 
forts were also made to quenoh topside fires, employing bucket chains. 

At 0200 she was bearing 133°(T), distant 16,000 yards from the oenter 
of Savo Island. 


Bf- 


(3) Action by PATTERSON 

At about 0150 the Commanding Officer, PATTERSON completed his turn to 
an easterly course.*** He had seen the enemy moving rapidly to the east¬ 
ward, and knew that additional night action was probable. His reason for 
prooeeding independently to the eastward is presumed to have been that the 
transports and oar go shipc were endangered and he wished to be in a sup¬ 
porting position. 

His action would have beon laudable had the PATTERSON been on inde¬ 
pendent duty, instead of a part of the anti-submarine screen of whe CHI-AGO 
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Group. She had neither oen released by the Group Commander nor had she 
been directed by CTG 62,6 to join a destroyer striking force. The PATTER¬ 
SON'S 0160 position, with relation to the CHICAGO, was o:i the correct bear¬ 
ing and but 1000 yards outside of the nssigned patrol station. It seems 
proper that she should have altered course at this time to assume an anti¬ 
submarine station on the CHICAGO. 

At about 0150jg, the Commanding Officer - who had been checking up to 
ascertain how his ship had performed during the heat of tho surprise en¬ 
gagement with the Japanese light cruisers - discovered to his chagrin that 
hie ord.. at 0148 to fire the torpedoes had not been heard by the Torpedo 
Officer, probably beoause of the noise of gunfire, and that the torpedoes 
had not been fired.* B\is error brings out the necessity for insuring 
within ecommand that all battle commands and orders are promptly delivered 
and understood. If necessary, such commands and orders should be repeated 
back to the source for verification. Obviously the Commanding Offioer 
PATTERSON should have made certain not only that his Torpedo Officer had 
received and understood his order, but that he had in fact fired the torpe¬ 
does. 


The PATTERSON reopened fir* a few minutes later. She believed that 
she was still firing at the YUBARI, but analysis of the movements of CRUDIV 
EIGHTEEN and of the Japanese Eastern Group reveals that she was probably fir* 
lag at the KINUGASA which was the left-hand ship of the Japanese Eastern 
Group - as viewed from the PATTERSON. Since thtor ships were employing their 
searchlights intermittently on the VINCENNES Group to the north, it is highly 
probable that the westernmost ships, the KAKO and KIN 'CASA, silhouotted them¬ 
selves to the PATTERSOH. The KINUGASA received an .intermediate battery hit 
on her starboard side near the waterline,** at about 0156^ which apparently 
was scored by the PATTERSON. As the PATTERSON does not report having been 
fired on at this time and as the Japanese do not roport having fired to 
starboard, it is probable that she was disregarded by the Japanese, The 
PATTERSON fired intermittently, as the opportunity afforded when bhe enemy 
was silhouetted. She employed no star shells after 0150 or searchlights. 

Also at about 0156^ when the KINUGASA was about 7700 yards away on 
bearing 010°(T), the Cocmanding Officer, PATTERSON changed course to a gen¬ 
erally northeasterly direction, ostensibly to parallel the course of the 
Japanese Eastern Group and to olose the range if possible. If this were 
his reason, it is unfortunate that he did not broadcast his solution of the 
enemy course and speed, for it might have been helpful to the VINCENNES 
Group, as well as to other interested Commanders. It might have allowed 


* Action Report PATTERSOW, Engagement with Enemy Surface Ships, Night 
August 8th-9th, 1942, Savo-Guadalcanal-Tulagi Area, Serial 001, August 
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10th, 1942, CIG Document 86927, 
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CTO 62.4 in the SAN JUAN Group to bring his cruisers into the engagement, 

A. a result of thia change of course, the PATTERSON had succeeded in clos¬ 
ing the range to about 6100 yards by 0200. when she noted that the enemy 
had commenced changing oourse to the northeast.* 

At 0200. the PATTERSON was bearing 134°(T). distant 18,000 yards from 
the center of Savo Island. 

( 4 ) Action by EAGLET 

It will be remembered that the EAGLET having failed to rejoin the 
CHICAGO at 0160 was swinging with left rudder at twenty-fiveknotstom 
new oourse of approximately Si0 o (T) for the purpose of th ® P A ‘*“ 

age between Guadalcanal and Savo Island. This was roughly the boaring 

which .h. hwd let .wen th. two Ucht oruier. jnd t»c JSi?! !uu ic 

whioh she had fired her torpedoes at 0149.** At about 0151 while still ^ 
her swing, she noted that the burning CANBERRA, onsnortheasteriyheading 
had moved to this bearing. She therefore continued her «wing£J£! 
the CANBERRA'S stem. Her position at this time as shown on Dieg 
was obtained from the observations of the CHICAGO which placed the BAGLET 
on bearing 063°(T) distant 2900 yards. 

As the BAGLET came out of her turn to steady on a westerly course, her 
gyro compass failed, and she was forced to steer by magnetic compass.*** 

At 0)52 she was nighted by the TENRTU and incorrectly identified as 

a FARRAGUT Class dostroyer cn bearing 12G°(T) at ^^ipSpYU^she neither* 
TENRYU.**** Although she was taken under f.re by the TEffETU. 

observed this Japanese cruiser nor witnessed the firing. Th **/th^snllih- 
pocrly directed, for otherwise she would necessarily * av ® th * ^ * 

P ./_. „«W«. TVt« .hilitv of the TENRTU tc sight the BAGLET at 

Si^tST been detected in return. 

of the silhouetting of the BAGLET against the glow of the CANBERRA s fires 
while the TENRTU was oonoealod in low visibility to the northwest* 

During the minutes the BAGLET was passing under the stem of the CAN¬ 
BERRA, the Commanding Officer. BAGLET had ample opportunity to obaerv* her 
disa led condition. He probably conaidered aororning her, b *V" a ^®V®. t 
thia course of action because of the dootrine that "no efieotive combatant 


-* “ pot ion Reporb, TWHEi M. Engagement with 
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ships.are to attempt to assict disabled ships until the engagement is 
over,"* 

Instead, he concluded that hi* proper course of action still was to 
obtain infomation of the enemy/ He decided therefore to continue "to scan 
the passage between Guadalcanal and Savo”.** While his deoision to obtain 
information was sound his method of accomplishing his objective was of 
doubtful correctness. For by seaming this passage he was scanning the 
area through whieh the Japanese cruisers had already passed. Would he not 
have contributed far moie to the Allied possibility of success had he en¬ 
deavored to maintain contaot with the Japanese cruisers and to report their 
movements to the Offioer-in-Tactical Co mman d? 

During the next seven minutes, the EAGLET made no contaot whatsoever - 
either on friendly or on eiwmy ships. It seems unusual that she did not 
observe the action between the Japanese Eastern Group and the VINCENNES 
Group, for Japanese searchlights and later, the fires of the Allied cruis¬ 
er* provided many sources of illumination. Thir riugular circumstance seems 
to be explained by the fact that the track of the BAGLET pussed through the 
area under the heavy cloud bank which lsy south of Savo Island} thereby 
took her through spotty weather marked by frequent rain squalls and conse¬ 
quent low visibility. 

The RAGLET's 0200 position, as determined from the contact made on her 
by the HBDf when a flash o*’ lightning revealed her position,*** was bearing 
160°(T), distant 920G yards from the oenter of Savo Island. 

(o) OPERATIONS OF RAD AH AMD ANTI-StJBMARI.NE 3CBBEN 

(1) Operations of BLUE 

During the period 0150 to 0200 the BLUE achranoed two miles farther 
alorg her picket*line on course 231°(T) at speed twelve knots. She was in 
Condition of Readiness ONE. She noted that the action previously observed 
continued intermittently and that it was moving eastward to the area which 
was obscured from her view by Savo Island.**** 

She did not receive any reporta cr orders during this period. In the 
absence of orders, the Commanding Officer considered that his task was to 
continue his anti-submarine and radar patrol. This was, of course, correct. 


” * Tn'a hruc^ionft "fiiavy 19^4. Fff* 145, para. 1*S&8S"« 

** Action Report EAGLET, Night Engagement August, 9th, 1942, Tulagi- 
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*** Action Renort I SLV , Night Kagngemont off Savo Island Solomon Islands, 
August Sth, 1942, Serial DD38l3/A16-3(l2&), August 14th, 1942. 
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for it complied with the Special Instructions of CTO 62.6 for the radar 
picketa in tae event of attack. 

(2) Operation* of RALPH TALBOT 

At 0150, Just two minutes after going to G « n * r * 1 Quarters, the RALPH 
TALBOT saw floating flares over Guadalcanal Bay and star shells* (the lat¬ 
ter had been fired by the PATTKR20H). She also observed ismediately there¬ 
after searchlights and gunfire to the southward at about 28,000 yards 
range.* She was witnessing the Japanese Eastern Group open fire on the VIN¬ 
CENNES Group. 

i?he Commanding Officer then broadcast a massage over TBS voice radioi 
"Nothing in sitf.t north of Save Island." In making this report, he was 
providing the OTC with certain negative information which he felt should 
help that officer to localise the area of combat at a time when the latter 
was in need of information. It is doubted that this message was ever re¬ 
ceived by the motion addreasee, or by any other ship. It would have been 
wise had the Commanding Officer, RALPH TALBOT, paralleled this TBS voice 
radio message with a straight (CE) radio message. There w, s difficulty in 
receiving voioo radio at this time, but little difficulty in receiving keyed 

radio. 


In the next teu minutes, the RALPH TALBOT witnessed •» heavy exchange 
of gunfire. She could see three Allied cruisers (the VINCENNES, QUINCY and 
ASTORIA) silhouetted b’' flares to the southward. She noted that the enemy 
•hips used pairs of searchlights only while, firing. She saw one Allied 
cruiser get hit, burst into flames, but continue to return the fire. 


•« t at. i _ O- X —. _ _1L. eu annt.himittnpd on h^r patrol course 

of 252°(T). At 0200, the Japanese Baatara Group wee still at about 23,400 
yards range from the TALBOT and the VINCENNES Group was roughly at about 
15,000 yards range. 

The 0200 position of the RALPH TALBOT was bearing 02S°(T), distance 
16,400 yards from the center of Savo Island. 


(d) OPERATIONS OF CTG 62.6 

At 0160, CTG 62.6 in the AUSTRALIA was operating within the anti-sub¬ 
marine soreen of Area XRAY. fie had just observed the firing between CRUDIV 
EIGHTEEN and the PATTERSON. Than at about 0151, he observed strong action 


Nation fldKf, Preliminary Heport or 

1942, Gunnery Report, Enclosure (A), Serial A16-S/DD390/03, August 11th, 

1942. 








to the eastward of th- PATTERSON which suggested surface ship action. 

Be was impressed by the intensity of the developing action, f ?T bj-JjjLJLg 
-the gunfire was Tery henry, end I thought it s«u*t hare 

Group^ooming into action against an enemy being cagef^hfvnras^ 
Group".** His eta tenant indicates that he believed that the VINCENNES 

Grov^i and the CHICAGO Oroup were coordinating their ottortn *J*^*?? y h 

th.£ «—oa d.fo».. cmd for th. dof tk. £•»«?«*■• 

had observed the Japanese Eastern Oroup opening fire on the VINCKNMEB up. 

It is not clear why he believed that his two groups were adequately 
coordinating 0 their efforts. He had done little to fmilitate -^ordina¬ 
tion. He had not issued any battle plan which provided for 
He had withdrawn frees the soreen without notifying Contender VIH 0 .BHHK 8 
Group of his absence. As a oonsequenoe, that offioer n <£ 
that he himself was Qfflcer-in-Tactical Coessand in the We.tarn Screening 
Area but he also did not know that the AUSTRALIA was absent. Does this not 
indicate that CTG 62.8 should have expected little more than °°~ 

ordination between his groups, snd that even this limited coordination 
would probably be obtained as a matter of luokt 

CTG 62.6 suffered some severe disillusionment because of this firing. 

He had believed that he had established a night screen » hi ° h ^ u ^ j" hi ^ ly 
effective against enemy submarines or surface forces. He later 
"It should not have been possible for an enemy force to get ^ id " 

Island without being detected either visually or by radar by the BIDS and 

RALPH TALBOT."** Now to his chagrin, the enesy ^ U *fo^hi £d 

with surface ships and apparently without having been detected, for he had 

received no oontaot reports. 

By 0166, he had observed thst the action had distinctly shifted to 

th® right mnd hmd ineraaiea in ihwwiaw J# — — “TV. 

tion - either of the ones*' foroes or of the suooess, it sny, of his own 
screening groups in the engagement - he pressed that the enas^r 
turned tS the eastward by contact with the CH 1 ^ 0 *^. *** 

forced by the CHICAGO Group into motion with the VINCENNES Group. He 
not see any causa for undue alarm, for he felt that the combined action of 
the VINCENNES and CHICAGO Group# oould effectively deal with any e“«V 
force likely - from his intelligence of the enemy in the erea - to attack.* 

He realised that the action was progressing so rapidly that he 
not rejoin the CHICAGO Group before the battle was over. He also *umi«® 
that there was a distinot possibility that one or more ensmy chips 
succeed in evading the CHICAGO Group and oould be en route even now to 


— loUon Report CM 5M concerning T Ttu l Battle oTlfcvo Island, M 

API066/15 August 13th, 1942, para. 94. . ^ 

** Remark. of CTO 82.6, Might Action off Savo Island, August 9th, 1942 to 

CTF 62, August 11th, 1942, page 1. 
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attaok tha transports and cargo ships in Area XRAT off Guadalcanal.* He 
correctly deoided that the proper aotion to take was* (a) to plao* tha 
AUSTRALIA, in an interposing position between the mmay and Araa XRAT and 
(b) to ordar tha destroyers of the tranaport screening group to rendet- 
▼oua ismediately on the AUSTRALIA in order to pro-rid* sufficient strength 
to drive off any enaanr ahip# encountered.* He therefore ordered the AUS¬ 
TRALIA to patrol a line on oouraea 060°~240°(T) in a position about seven 
aiilea to the westward of the transport group in Are© XRAT,** and he ocm- 
isenoed enorypting a diapatoh to the destroyers to rendesvous on the AUS¬ 
TRALIA. It is apparent that he realised (a) that hia objective at this 
tine was the protection of the Allied shipping at Guadalcanal, and (b) that 
this could only be achieved by regaining in a close covering position user 
Area XRAT. He did not allow himself to forget his objective. 

Tnis decision of CTG 62.6 indicates the measures that he might have 
taken on the western screening station, as Commander AUSTRALIA Group, had 
he bten caught by surprise - as was the Commander CHICAGO Group. Had he 
be^n Offioer-in-Taotioal Coansand during the battle, it is likely that he 
would have alerted the VINCENNES Group, and would have direeted it a com- 
sender to move that group immediately to a covering position suitable for 
the .ioteotion of transports and cargo shipt off Tulagi. What the Japanese 
ooMtnder would have done had this situation developed is merely oonjecturej 
but judging from his conduct throughout the battle, it irf not impossible 
that he would have retired without taking further offensire aotion. 

At 02O' ,, the AUSTRALIA appears to have oonmenoed her covering patrol 
on oourts OuO J (T) at twelve knots. 

(©) operations OP SAN JUAN GROUP 

At 0150 the SAN JUAN Oroup was on course 000°(T) at fifteen knots, ob¬ 
serving the gun action between tha Japanese Western Group and the ships of 
the CHICAGO Group. This firing ceased suddenly about 0151.*** 

Almost immediately a searchlight (the CHOKAI’s) was exposed from a 
position boaring about S00°(T) from the SAN JUAN Group.*** Gunfire followed 
and star shells (tha VINCENNES*) were observed. This heavy gunfire was the 
opening of the engagement between the VINCENNES Group and the Japanese East¬ 
ern Group. 


* 

*• 

•** 


‘ ftamaAs of CM 32.5 oono mmtng Aotion off Savo Island; August 3Eh, 

1942, August 11th, 1942, p. ge 1. 

Aotion Report CTG 62.6 oonoeming Final Battle of Sevo Island, Serial 
AF1056/L5 August 13th, 1942, para. 95. ^ 

Appendix 18 tc Aotion Report CTG Gi.6 oonovruiag Final battle of Savo 
Island August 9th, 1942, Serial AP1056/15, August 13th, 1942 which i;i 
letter August 15th, 1942 from Commanding Qffioer, HMAS HOBART to CTF 44 
(CTG 62.6) 
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At 0153, the searchlight illumination from the Japanese cruisers was 
to the vl.ew of the observers in the SAF JUAJf Group by the acre bril¬ 
liant glare of < second string of aircraft flares which were dropped at 
this tine.* (Tfcese were the firet flares sighted by the ASTORIA). The 
distent silhouettes of three unreoopilied ships were soon vaguely, and 
heavy gunfire wee observed to be exchanged** 


At 0166, the original burning ship, bearing 258°(?) from the HOBART, 
was reoogniaea as the CAITHBKRA with a list to starboard. She appeared to 
be stopped, but the fires aboard did not seen to be aerloue at this time.* 


At 0158, th'i SAW JUU Group had reached the northern liait of its pa¬ 
trol end had oosn wooed a reversal of oourse to 180°(T), At this moment the 
CHORA I, which wan 15,000 yards from the 3AH JQAI was changing her course 
from 089°(T) to <H8°(T). However, she was not visible to the SAJI JUAH 
Group, 

During this ten minute period fraa 0160 until 0200, CTG 62,4 had ob¬ 
served this engagasemt. He believed that two columns of ships were firing 
at eeoh other.•• He obserred that the right-hand oolunm appeared to be 

headed either to the northwest or to the southeast, he oould not tell which. 
This right-hand oilman, of oourse, was the V1MCSHMKS Group, though CTG 62,4 
was inclined to think it was the enemy.** He observed e large fire break 

out in one ship** (probably the QOUCT). By the light of this fire, he 
was enabled to obtierve son* solashes. evidently "overs" to the right of the 
right ooltssn (VMCEHMES Group) and some shell hits on this coiurm of ships. 


At 0200, CTG 62.4*e position was about fourteen miles north of Koli 
Point and about five miles southwest of Tulagi leltnd. His position with 
relation tc the Japanese Eastern Group was such that, had he been able to 

v a il- f Ki* i,l 1 1 mHl tKi TtTt j ft tf ft 

IN dUBTlf vnv vi w»v 51 *«"•* — -- rr o " 

Tulagi, and bud he received any information from the Tloetern Screening 
Group, he might well have offered considerable resistance to that operation* 
Bowwvwr, as he was without information, and as hie bmsio inetruotione di- 
rvoted that he was to prevent enemy light forces from casing into Iron Bottom 
Sound from the eastward vie 1m ago Channel, he oorreotly continued hie petrol 
on oourse 180° (T) at fifteen knots. 


“*"3LppVndix 18 to Action Report tJK 62.6 oonoeraing Pinal Battle of Savo 
Island August 9th, 1942, Serial AP106C/15, August 13th, 1942 which is 
letter August 16th, 1942 from Ccnoendiag Officer, HMjlS HOBART to CTF 44 
(CTG 32.6) 

** Action Report CTG 62.4, Report of Aotioa, Tul*gi-Guf<dalcanal, August 
6 th-10th. 1942, Enclosure (l) FK4/Al6-i(C^ 1 ) * August 13th, 1942. 







CHAPTER XV 


0PBRATIW8 OF JAPANESE CRUISER FORCE 
Q2C O August 9th to 0220 August 9th 


(ft) ACTICB BETWEEN JAPANESE EASTERN QRCPP AND VINCENNES GKO.qP 

At 0200 th. CEOIAI •»! CRUDIV SIX 0? th* Jap*n*s* Extern Gi^pwor* 

1st th* process of s crating temporarily. It was 

that th* CITOKAI hftd changed coura* from 01&' (T) to 0*» *than** 

_h.M>ir or not oh* rto»in»d on thin Uttnr oonron for 1<b(v tton on* 
!i™toor ,° r^.L.r^.«ur.. th. foot thot .h. hnd .tonpd ..or.. r.4i- 
“^v (to . dogrooo) to th. right to.t hnto toon olntoljr oto.rt.4 

by OTBCRTOIV SIX, to. — ln«41.t.ly oonfront.d rtth tin r.oo“4ty «f ^ 

tooidlng upon wtottor to follow th. RHOUI » r J 0 .!**^* ‘^^S^op. 
B* changed course to G0C°(T),* and ocutinuad to ongftg* th* TIUCWXES oroup. 

Had Comndar Cruiser Fonc bam hiding toward* Tul*ftJ. “J 
noted that COMCRUDIV SIX was not following in eolith hi* 

reasonable to presui** that h* would haw* ordered with 

thre* ship., to follow? Th* fact that h* permitted 

ooftd indecently - continuing th* *nsftg«it on a r*tir«*nt oour.* 

throw. Bom® light on th. CHOXAI’s “ d na2r*. 

nothing to do with Tulagi, tut w*r* lor* or 1*** ind*p«d*nt 1* *“?* 

Forhap* th* CHOKAI 'ad *uff*r*d ft mi nor casualty, or p*rh*pfi h*r ***** 
tto* wor. erid.nv to COMCRTim SIX, who either d*eld*d to 
or had b»«n dir*ot*d by Contender Crui**r For** to disregard hi* nor^- 
Ruff io* it to say, ha prooa*d*d to th* north, passing ^ 
vaatward of th* CHCEM and thereby interposing between ner ana tw »x« 

CSENES Group with th«> gun* of his cruiser dlTlsion. 

in so doing, it is possible that COMCRUTOV SIX was «>*?*** 

Japan*** doctrine which nay haw* bean somewhat sinllar tothe Allied 
doct.’ln* concerning disabled .hip. in action - quoted preriou.ly in th* 
oa** of th* BAOLET and CAN BERRA. 

u u„ joa atoned oowm to th. north, tto IA*0 - th. n.wt .hip In 
colu^li- totod training tor port torpto. tuto. tod tor £»• - > tto 
«fORTA It will to rtototorwd th»t tto IAIO'. tor S .t tod to«n tto 

toiah 

^a. .t. did... .h. fitod h.r 
ri^Sr^S.. totord. Transport Arto IHAI totoh to. roughly 26 , 0 ®,tod. 


♦ cmDrr« '~ 6.toll.d ftttS foport +». loltoto. «.toT-i.tlto, *ngu«£ ni^ 

10th, 1942, CIO Doo u—it 8CWT, Jun* 27th, l® 47 * , wry- n _ t 

,* War Diary IAK0, August TthrlOth, 1942, So lessons S*a Pattis WDC Doounent 

1 notes. 






M9MW V3T 

The rung* wi mil within the rtdlei lladUtioM of th® JtpuN* 
torpedo* a - 33,800 yard* at forty toot a**- bat th® direction of travel 
was obviously in error* sine® th® transports had gotten underway at 0160 
and had stood out iron their an oho rag*. Ill torpedoes miss®*. 

This notion of th® Commanding Officer, XHUCtAAi !• markedly indisa¬ 
il aw of th® ctmoarn with whish h® ri®wwd th® departure of th® Cruiser 
FVrc* fro* th® area. Hs apparently r®alis®d that th® as sip® 4 objective - 
th® destruction of th® Alii®! transports and cargo ship® at Guadalcanal 
and TalAgi - was not to be accomplish®! and h® was aggravated to take th® 
independent action of firing his torpedo®*. Th® Commanding Offloor, 
U1XKU8A disclosed by this p®tul«no® a finer stratogis understanding, than 
did his superior, of th® advsre® effeot th® failure to destroy th® Allied 
shipping might have on th® Japan®s® osus®. Oft th® other bond, h® dis- 
elos®d a poor taotioal understanding of th® possible future employment of 
these torp®do®s against snsmy targsts during th® re ualader of this raid¬ 
ing operation. 

As on outgrowth of th® CBDKAI's erratic aovuaenta and of COKCRUDXT 
SIX'S change of course to th® north, th® CBOXAI f®ll behind CJTODT7 SIX 
and gradually assumed an offset position nsar th® rear of th® colmaa.*** 

It is presumed that Csssaarder Cruiser Fore®, immediately eamnamoed am 
a ttem pt to regain his position at th® head of th® ooluam i but th® analy¬ 
sis of his bearings (recorded on Allied ships during th® period 0300 ta 
0216) reveals that h® had not suoo®«d®d in rooevering much, if any, <&•- 
tanoe on CSHHT SIX before Of. 16. 

At 0201 th® CBOXAI observed a direct shall hit on tk» ASTORIA - 
identified oorraotly by her as a 8AH FRANCISCO Class srulser.e*®* Sin®® 
th® CBDXAI was not firing at this time, it Is pr®babls that this shell had 
been fired by th® AOBA which had opened fir® on th® ASTORIA. The CSA&l 

also reported that this «ame euemy cruiser, m a result of this hit, - 

burned and smak. This repor was in error, as th® A8TCXIA did not sink 
for some ten hours. 

Also at 0201, th® XAXO fired four torpedoes from her pert tubes at 
the ASTORIA which was than bearing 323°(T).®**®® She o®t thus® torpedoes 


—J * track Chart SniJSf to dlJHV i Detailed Battle Scp«-r% ^8, 

Soloaonu Naval Action, August '7th-10th, 1942, PTC Document 18096T. 

•* Report of Basle Charactoriotle# of Forei*i Torpedce*', Banal Torpedo 
Station, Newport, R.I., January 29th, 1943. 

*»* U8SB8 Interrogation lav. Bo. 109, Vol. II, Internngatloa ®f Japanese 
Offioials, Interrogation of Captain Toohikasvt Ohaae, IJB, page 4T2. 
Wax Mary 8th fleets, August 7th-10th tt 1942, CIO Document T4#3S, 

Nay 12th, 1947. 

***** gar Diary UIO, August 7th* 10th, 1942, Bolmms Sea Battle, WC 
Doeuxcrat 160143. 
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.t . d.pti of four ■•tore tad .t » •!>•••» -f >“ot., tat 

tho rtaC. to th. ASTORIA u 6600 yard*, «hta It «»• ..tadlljr 6600 ytad.* 

^ of tta ASTORIA to th. right »t thi. tlta. -Jr h»« tata 

the nuoa that thee® torpedoes oi***d. 

«*, aom •»!» at J202 selected the QUINCY u her target which .he 
iaoorreotly ideSified cs a -PORTLAND Claae oruieer. U»*4ictcly i-> 

freot of cad an tho sen* oourse as tho burning ASTORIA Class hoary 
oruiscr". Tho AO BA open ad fire on tho QUINCY scoria* hits.* 

At tho -i— tins th» IAXO fired her 4.7-inch snti-eiroreft r»* *** 
hsr 26-aillineter mohlne g» at tho ASTORIA getting hits « her bridge 
TU « grtat tatai. tad kUlta* tt. 

undoubtedly were naA* by the anti-aircraft guns, sinoo the MM 

horis<»tA\ range of the 2&-sdlil**t*r naohlne gmt. was hot 4000 

Tho firing of the#* Uttar g»s at this tine indicates poor fir# discipline 

within tho RAZO. 

At 0204. tbs CBOKAI noted that tho ASTORIA had been hi^ on her stem 
by shellfire.***** This dcisage wee ocrflrwed by the C«mding Officer. 

ASTOBli. who reported haring been hit at this tine in th \jf!*LZ^it was 
rooa. it is probable - froa the angle of penetration - that this hi 

ns lit by the ulUIU&i* 

The CBOKAI reported th* ASTORIA* s bearing at this tine “**J°(*)****** 
This bearing diselSes tho appronisnt* relation SHOKAI ^ 

confine* the feel that she was n*ar the rear of the ooluim, *5^1 A ?3L 
rSTU. BW •*» rnsained in th. « - abeat 1300 yard. 

AORA - her bearing on the ASTORIA at 0204 would aeoessarily haev bans 

about 308°(T). 

At 0203. tho A0BA reported that the CBOKAI t**® iliuninatew 

ASTORIA Class oruieer wit* her rearohlights. ^ ^ 

scored hits.****** It is eridsnt frou thi* statensnt that tho CTDKAI h*« 

gotten hack around to a northerly course to 

this tine, end between 02C4 and 0203 hrd oloeed CRUDT7 flU in eueh ma *»r 
that tor line of fire cleared both the KASO end UlUQASl. 




rrr> wm 


7th-i0th. 1942. CTO Ineunent 8»27. Jane 2?th, 1®* T * ^ ^ 

*o liriierj ZAKO, August Tth-lOth, 1942. Sciences Sea Settle, NDC 

SCO Aotio^Roport^ASTCHA, Battle of Saw© lelend. Serial AP«t/a1«-»/ 

.... ortatata ud on, S»rl»l 

.104*. CIO »«—* 74SS3 ' 

M.M. Sw*i’l»taW tattl. Repo rt K ***“* 

7th-10th, 1942, ODC Doouneet 190997, June ZTth, 194T. 






Thau, the Japanese lastsrn Oroup had f 1-nan th* ASTORIA, the nearest 
j^Huruiser, a tonrl/io o®o®tr»tiofc of fir* for about fi** 

■dAutM - from 0*00 to 0*06, Th# Old sad th# KTNU0ASA had oomosntrated 
their fir# <* her throughout, th# ADM had briefly added her fir# to this 
oootMWtration frw* 0*00 to 020* b*for# shifting baok to th# QUINCY, and 
finally, at 0206 the CHOKAI had r#cu*#d fir# on th# ASTORIA. 

At thla >»« tine the CflDKAI m* hit by thr## eholle from the QUINCY** 
turrets I and II. Two eh#ll> landed la th# operation roan (Mag Plot) lo¬ 
cated luat aft of the CHOKAI'e bridge, killed thirty non and burned all the 
oharte of Commander Cruiser Foro#» The third shell landed near the avitvctoa 
oran#.* The CHDKAI's position ms revealed by her bearing on th# star¬ 
board quartor of the QUI3CY and by the faot that observers on th# QUINCY 
notioed that the glare of the explosion aboard her silhouetted a closer 
Japanese oruiser**- mbst likely the KAXO. This observation indicates 
that t.ho CHOKAI aas to the eastward of CRDUTV SIX, 

At 0205 tbs fired two additional torpedoes at th# ASTORIA, 

Sino# th# ASTORIA executed a turn to the left during the tin# thus# tor¬ 
pedoes *#*• approaohing her, these torpedoes were bound to nlssj and th# 
y*r i> s»*yortad that they missed,*** At 0206, the KAYO observed a diraot 
hit on Ihe ASTORIA, and oonsldered that it ms made by me of the four 
torpedo* aho hid fired at 0201.*** Her oonolusion ms in error, for all 
of bar --arpedoos missed. 

At 0207 the AC BA noted that her target, the QUINCY, had changed 
oourse to the northeast and "although afire, rushed to attack our battle 
formation fren twenty degrees to port."**** The Japanese were much Im¬ 
pressed with the heroic conduct <jf tho QUINCY end remarked that her 
Camending Officer ms s very brave man,#**** 

The AOBA turned to the left at 0208 to a course that th# CRUDI7 SIX 
"rs.sk Chart depleted as About- 528°(T)- This change of oourse toward th# 
QUINCY was "wad«~booause CCfcCKODIV 3IX dr sir ad "to counterattack"**** 
within a close torpedo range in order to Insure hitting the QUINCY, which 
at this time was in a gradual turn to the right, CCMCHDDIV SIX interpreted 
this turn of the QUINCY as being an all-out Wat-gasp attack upon his 
flagship. His own turn served also to oloss tha range fra* his division 
to the YINCaJNES and ASTORIA which had turned away to the left a 


-*“98308 interrcptflooTUv. NoV W, Vol. II, Interrogation of Japanese 

Officials; Interrogation of Captain Kiakiehi lato, IJN, page 362, 

** Written Statm«at August 10th, 1942, by Rnsiga Perry Roberts A-V(N), 
USNR* QUINCY, 

,** Wax Wary KAXO, August 7th-10th, 1942, Solomons Sea Battle, WDC 
Document 160143, 

**** CRUIHV 6 Detailed Battle Report #8 t Solomon* Naval Action, August 
7th-10th, 1942, CIO Document 86927, June 27th, 1947. 

,*,*« interrogation of Vice Admiral Vikam, IJN and captain Ohmae, IJN, 
by SCAP in August 1949, 






n* whips st rmntJ SIX follow a the flagship sueeeaslvoly ia eoluaai 
md tb QRUlf -oAish «u et twy Mag to rartawil tte AOBA, probably »t 
tte oemor by tewing at about 0*10 to a parallel m «»•« Tho CBGKAI bad 
to bo aUdfol of the asseawto of tho KHTKM8A at this Mas* for tho Uttar 
we >xrtm steering dAffiswlttsa end im probably steering with bar an- 
d«M ( the traok of tho KXBOQAUL dioeleee* that oho wo not la oolaw at 
this tine, bat had deviated trm a paaitloa ca tho port quartar of tho 
Wm to a poaitlfM w ite 1 at tar* a atar board quarter >»*t bafora har otengo 
to W»*(?)*e 

this tiar tho MATO flrod bor aala battery at tha QTH1KY and 
tho «HMI, The rnroooa* alao flrod bar aala battery at the QUIKCT but 
divasted har aati-ftlrereft battery at tho lVR«llu» Tbo MO id. ail tho 
mill wro aat firing at thio bias. 


At 0*19 - uhile m oourao S*8°(T) - tho CBQOI turn ad her soarohllght 
«, awvt Its hens past tho HUH*. loaatad tha YMCB Pm on tearing 990° 
(f ), «3 iwim-i-l Hriag. gy tads tiao the TOffOlM bad reversed *»urae 
wd wo at a rang* af about I90Q yardo, Tho CSOKAX 'Mooldorod that oho 
bad aodo dlroot hits oa tbo VliCBOn* and net ad largo fires.* Tha 71V- 
esani wo telplees at thU tins,** end wo attempting msueoesefully to 
•nor herself with 


Tho bearing of tho *£90X008 froa tho C»0KAX at 0*19 pr ovide s tbo 
ohlof baolo fbr tUte/ateing tha approximate poo&tlsa of tbo flWM »t thio 
tlao, Thio bearing ceteblistee tho CBOUI*s position ao Judt about abroaot 
af tho mumi ih» wo aooaaoarily to tho oeetwrd still, and probably 
was beeping a eafo dictate# of about 1000 yardo la oeoo tho HK3QA8A again 
aworwl towrd bor <* oa oho tad dans previous to tbo turn at 0910. thi s 
pacifism of tho CSBR MI Indi sates that ate bad undo good a speed of twmty-oix 
lasetc sfirme 0*04, 


gWre&lle, tfcs Ud reop ened flro ae tte qtjlifCv wish vi now in 
a sefcltAaa ateet 1000 yard® off tte AOM's port bo«&• The MOM flrod oao 
toTpote he fort, at the at oteut 0*14. At 0*18 tho DftntSi 111*- 

aUa^sd ISs® $bSSe* at ter with bath aala and anti-alroraft 

bat write** Afc about 9g*$ t3s» .MJtti'e torpedo otruok tha QUUSJY. Tte 
vSfstatd itetoi that tte ^UXICT Sad sought fir* and ted Mtk iwedintely.*** 
the eeteslly vm& some -tesaty teawtoe Istors but tte Japanese did 

not eterw ter sfafe fcswMaass# they wro than at loaot 16,000 yard* awy* 

Ybt» eloi* - slUMUr to otter orcmoeos Jepesaooe otateawte ooaoaraiag tte 
sUfc&ng of flUed ships -Iwimg tte hattlo - la&eetes s tendency, whlsh 
tee-sum more pesmou&s&i vtreaglWHat tte wr, to ante exaggerated alalas 


Selastwaa lavnl Astioa, itegsat Tth-lQth, 194S, UPC teussst 180997. 

•• Ufee OUry gtfe ?l«a%, Aa®»ct niv-lOtb, 194*, CIO Deemaftet 74899, 
a*y Itth, i.947. 

e*» fWOSHY 4 Bated led Battle Sepert #4, PoUnans ifaml Astiaa August Ttb* 
10th, 194*, 016 fiweissaife ®8t;ST, Juno 27th, 1847, 








onotralng <m.*! dM*g. «thout flr.t dicing ."r, .ffort to ™rlfy th. 
ruth* 

At about 0216 the CH01AI - in her offset position to the of 

he mn ataA - received a direct hit aa her turret X rani-* 

M.^eU whinh .»«< to here hew e wild shot intended for the TT*V 

ISA, imi fired by toe A3T0E1A in local control) «nd eae cell o**r 
HtJOASA in range. 

Tb. Urn. »t 0218 »rtlngul.h.« .11 th.tr ..wohltgbt. M.4 

eased firing* 

c _ad er Cmiser Force at this »«*snt we* taxfrouted with the 

•aeetitv of making en iapor*ant decision* Hr bad sc aerioutly denaged 

he vreCBUTSS Group that it was all but destroyed. He had effectIvey 

V? « MM.itlai frnt the Allied VAstem screening group*, but 

llninated all oppotition n^we jua fe! ^ s W «*, into the 

ad suffered only erigin. IIHM w ” vi„ _a both (SaadaleaEal 

und to oe.tmy the Allied tran.porta urd cargo 

i Vulari t aa yet had taken no eotian e-ain/tth**. ^ 

terad no effective opposition eo tha iooetpU^«t of 
aa now no further away fro* tha fulagi anchor#g* tnwi ** . 

too ?G 000 varda - and arm if the trencport* there bad bean ^• rt * 

^tSi^SIiwr (vaoh «», b«lj Vk» BOW Ijre-JJ 

n. was already on a retirenaat oouraa out c. the tfouaa, 

Z rllr iccUion of hi. flagship, CBCKAI, forded M* a W>r*"**f 

o attune tha leading poeitioa by an inaedUte ret^rsal of courts. 

«hll. *-u*>r crui.tr poro. «i.o»o»i «* «£kW. .*«. 

vwatyw si^ low it , i ttiringf ro« * paral ^l track slightly 

«16. Th.^^^g O«io»^CHO^ et^ g ffortc ^ regain 

6 T Tl T ,u^t iTL-Md accelerating te 

he leading ponitiot* It le aaaune . rvwif-sortTY SIX eae wn* 

axluan spe*d ut this tin*. It is probable that COMCEIFOTV 

•ring whet action Calender Cruieor Foro. would taka - ^ow that all JP* 

ira had craaad - and wea anxiously awaiting aoae ordor frea 

At 0220, Caeam ler Cruiser Force had »«>• hi. delate* te retire, w* 
tlrooted by radio* "All «hip« withdraw • 

Thi. decision i. not oor.ei^sd to haws bec-a correct, booaus* it 
.u^.I tb. ^^Tn.h^ of th. W. o.J.otlv. - «>. «f **• 

ail.fl .hipping n» J.pa-.. 31gh CowM 

SjWo. of tb. Wo obj.otlr. m- inocrro.t. tor tb. Co««a»^rt-u 
Jaobluod Vloot o.vor.l] orttiol.oi Cruio.. ro.oo frr J 

ZlX thi HU.* t run* port. ^ outgo .hip. - .» -* «>• oo.u o . - 

rmBrHrrbPZVK* BiW. ti #e. -siSEnw* ^tiou.T&t-Mt «t 

10th, 1942, uIO Docwnent #6927^ Jure 27th„ 1947. 


of hifc oruiiiri** 

Student;* of uawal warfare will be concerned with the ooaeideratione 
that wot. Ira ted Calender Cruiser Force to make this 

terronation of seweral Japanese offioiale after thawar diwulgje the foot 
that opinion was diTided an the flagship ae to whether or not to turn 
baok end attack the transports.aa Vice Astral Mikam etatad in ^ 

he had wanted to return, but had allowed the reoOn nidations of his avaxi 
to orerail against hie own opinion.*** The opposition of hie staff wa* 
based « the consideration that ooneiderable dalay would £ 

reforming the Jepaneee Cruieer Force, end that, if it turaed bask te attack 
the transports after thie delay, the foroc would be within radius of 
Allied clease the next icorning.**** In addition, tne lcee of the oharts 
la Flee Plot aay hare been a temporary inoonwenienoe end ma 
Motion by hi. Chl.f of Stuffi«*~ hot th» mm offlo.r l»tor thut 

tholr 1... «. of no oon.onuooou, .luoo th. CMil hod .pur. .hurt. »• 

“ hrld» «d in b« uudoroutor .hurt .toM S . 

., _ /l*- ___ «f ijtfbmation ea this point ha* led to the 

SmiU oanolu*icn”la this study that the real r*asoa 

cLnander Cruieer Force to withdraw waa hi. ap F reb«i.i«e of illi«d **^ri^- 
baeed aircraft. The Japeaeee knew of the presence 

in the Tieinity, beeause they had been listening te "Bed Base ^ 

and "Black Baas” (CHICAOO) broadoaat all day during the ftttu** 1 '* Ccxamder 
WlMf ftr^TIod * ulr !»«••« to oMbot th. UlWd «rrl«r 1Pl»«- 
Fe ms seriously oonoemed with the operation of putting as nueh salt wa 
T, ~.m. hi. om fro. u>d th. dlli.d oorrlor. Wor. dojhrMk. 


If thie is aeoepted ae being th* case at 0220, it beocwee neoeasary 
to di soever - if poeaibla - the change in tho ^f'SrLl^ir 

SESw££01*0 than It hud Oom M tho *»>!<»• -7 — 
he femulated hie pi sjbl . 

it itwii alear that hie original plan - si^alled to hie feree at 
16i0 August 8th - waa jredioated on the necessity of raaaining in Iren 
Litton Sound until after 0580. That is to say. in fonenlating ^depl-n, 
a study of the obart nust have rewerled that he eowld uet enter Iron 


- nfZ&kvi’t of Vice IJI. Tol^. July is*!*. to~ 

a* 1^88. Tel. II. £ci*SS #M 

Offioialei Interrogation of Captain flakiohi Kate, XJ*. 

*m interrogation of Vise A^iral Oui iehi *lkaw%, IJJ. • J 

Island by Historical Brauoh, CK 0»aral Headquarters, Far lantern 

aa*a 10 ». 

stale. Interrogation of Captaia Toeh-fcasu 0i*4as, IJI, Vol. X** 

M aoa Interrogation of Captain Tcekikngu Otaae, IJI, of 

£ plrtorlsal Branch. <tf General Headquarter*. Far meters Cosa-and, 

Teky>, August 16A8o 






Bottom Sound before 0150, tJrmt in proofing at twenty-a lx knot* directly 
t-o th# transport erasi at Quadsloanal and thereafter to Tulagi - allowing 
hlnaalf a total of forty-five minutes for th* destruction of the Allied 
shipping at both plaoes - hs oould not possibly haro oosmmnoed his retire- 
amt bafora 0550, rao if ha had encountered no opposition ^xatscever. 
Therefore. 0550 boons his aarlioat retirement tin for planning purposea. 


With his knouladgs of tha prsaanoo of tha Alliod oarrioro, it than 
baoaaa necessary for hi* to dote-nine whether or act thia tin ns accept- 
sbla in view of tha darger of Alliod air attacks* A study of tha japanasa 
•aarchss during th# praooding two deyr. - during ^»ieh tin tha ssaroh planes 
had friled to looats th# Alliod oarriara - probably convinced Commander 
Cruisar ?oroa tlmt tbase oarriara nra operating in an arae wall to tha 
southward of Tulagi - as far away aa 100 alias - and that tha Alllad 
carrier ooaawndor would not risk bringing his foroe within tha range of 
tha land-based bombers ©f the FIFTH Air Attack Force. Tha fact that 
Commndor Cmis tr Force sutered Iron Bottom oeund tr oarry out hie pin 
is evidence: (a) ohat ha aooaptad 0550 as his earliest predetermined tin 

of withdrawal, sac k D J ***** no essuneo vn»«. mi. *--— 

ramie in their operating area of tha previous two days. Sis plan, there¬ 
fore, seams to have bean baaed on the oaleulated risk of being able to 
withdraw at thirty knots to gain a position 178 miles any from the Allied 
oarrlers at 0600* 

lhat than tad influenced Commander Cruiser Force at 0220 - with still 
soother hour and tan minutes available bafora 0550 - to reject, hit basis 
objective (tha destruction of tha Allied shipping) and to eonno* &i» 
withdrawal from the area? Had he ocme to doubt the soundness of his 
assumption that tha Allied Carrier Force would r enin in its operating 
area about 100 nllas aouth of Tulagil It seams clear that by the and of 
the cruiser action ha had become oomoerned with the possibility that tha 
Carrier Fores might have bean alerted to the aoticn in Iron Bottom Sound, 
and even now, might be proceeding at high speed to thn northeast to close 
him* If he now wished to avoid ocmplate destruction, he had better retire 
immediately* 

It seams to be far more than a passing thought - heretical though it 
—- saam to son, and particularly to tha Japanasa » that it is not Is- 
probable that Commander Cruiser Force had decided vary early In the action 
to retire well in advance of 0550* This idea gains credence idw it is 
ramsmberad taat ha rejected his opportunity to close tha Guadaloenal 
anc horage at 0145 without opposition, and again at 0200 rejected the sen 
aa regards the Tulagi anohorage. His battle track through the Sound shows 
that hs had radically out eorneri and divulges s consciousness « hia part 
of being pressed for tine. Thia oonselonmiass, stoning from a foar of 
daylight air attacks, ny bars bean the prlnoipal motivating factor *biob 
oaused him to engage only the ©ruisars, rather than to penetrate deep into 
tbs# transport areas. 

At 0220, tha positions of tha cruisers of the Japanese Sastera Group, 
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with relation to tha eontar of #aeo lalsnd worot 

(a) fh. GBOCiX was baarin* 0600 (f). di^atl 8^000 y^rda. 
<S{ Th. S3r~ teorl>( 06OO(T). -rt«k U.»M /»■**• 
lA nun« MU 0&S»(T). u.800 y»r<t». 

5 £ SSaSl £ £rl>( oafiw. 4lrt»« l«.K» »"*• 


<b) ACT10M BCTHOi JAMOTM. 


aacgp amp vi»c»re oboop 


At 0T00, tbs thr~ .Up. of th. J.p««. »..* «» Owp «"-*^** 

th. vncans orovp fw. . p..iti.. to th. . rtrtM 

* T vl TMTC and TOBAD *aoh wore nansueering to a firing 

of 3600 yards. Tbo twsiv a»a *r“~L n . aontiaoln* on hor oour.e 

t. tu »»». 

.. ___ +J\ «r« tarMdoM.* 

TLa FCBCT1I1 did not fbxiow »• iwiv* ^'7'^ 

Sho had mod a total of eight torpedo.. Airing this iai^ It 

?*! ftn oat against th* CHICAGO Group prior to 0160^* At 

**qpMCT to bo paralleling the northerly 

oourU of the .hips of th* TOCIPlirai 0r<Mp.*** f hi» o baar^atlonis ooo- 

fimod by CHDUV SIX traok obnrt ecureo 

about 000°(T) at this tin., fh* WTOT12A tharafwa had on^g® without 
fron Q20°(T/ to 000<>(r) to ^tisu.bor gam* 
needlessly closing th. ran®. - uhioh in Diafitran * f#J1 

In •« doing sh* had -ada tcrpadoos and gun. at tha 

3K5.“ r»rr^«rSi.«* «« ^ «• 

FdRDTAKA at this tins. 

At 0201, both th. TWBTO and tha TOBAHI - tl*n aboutlZOCyard-north 
- — ‘ _ - rain sing l.ft tc bring thsir respective torpedo 

to .t^boort! Th. TWHTO .t ““ "'^.* 046 ^^*^~ 
iiji. gjiy ^4_w ftbittfi to ® bttrlttj 046 v / 

s« b.u.«d u »«*«»» ^ 

SS »t th. rafcwns «Moh bl» 

xnx» r A 4 B o( T \ di.tant 2400 yard.. Actually, tha firing or 

£STfic£ toSdo^'on 11 ^ 

S^"r3S^3r rir=- - 

r yraolc gWiyy aanwaa to CKPDlV a boUilod Battlo ftoport W. Solonon. 

Revel Action. August Tth-10th, 1942. WDC ^ ^ 

*«, Action Report. froo Tabular Record, of Japanese cruiser., WDC do 

nont. 160625 and 161407. Byore, ffl2o> QOIRCT. 

*,« Writt*r. Statoaant, August 9th, a94Z, by K.D. ay* * iqa? 

**•* Track Chart Annexe to Record. CTODIV 18, Augu.t 7th-10th, 1942, 

my’, Doounant 160984^ 







The range at ’■hioh than* torpedoes war* f 1 rad indi >at >s that CCSCKU- 
DIV BIGHTS® fait that the cruisers of tha VINCSHTIBS Group ware *o 
soriovaly imaged a« to wake close rang* operationo by his light cruisers 
reasonably jafe. Ha had every reason to think so. He had observed that 
eaoh of theca Allied oruisere had beta under fire for sons tea wdnutss; 
hla ow chips had not henna fired on except in a desultory fashion and had 
suffered little if any damage} and the Allied ships appeared to be operat¬ 
ing without coordinated direction. The sueoess of tha CRUDIY EIGHTBW 
torpedo operation indioates the soundness of his estimates* 

After firing torpedoes the THHBYU swung be ok to starboard to settle 
on course 3404(T)* end to pour a heavy concentration of fire into the 
port aide of the QUIRCT.** The identity of the TWRYO ae the firing ship 
at this point is established by statessents of QUINCY personnel who either 
noted her "three high fat stacks"** or daserlbed her as "a orulaer which 
looked like a three-stack toglish or Australian oruiser."•** 

The Tu BARI and FORutASA concentrated their gunfire at this tine on 
the VTMCBUBflSt •***>-» It is quite logi?*i to assune that both the YU BARI and 
FURUTAKA paralleled the movement of the flagship TBSR7TT on oourae S40°(T). 
The YUBARI was on the starboard bow of the TIB RYU. Tha FURUTAKA was on 
the starboard quarter of the THfRTU and la shown on CHUDIV SIX track chart 
ae being on a oourse of about 540°(T) at this tine. 

At about 0209^, one of the YUBARI'a four torpedoes struck the YTK- 
C9NRK8 In the vicinity of fireroow One, waking it inoperative. This 
torpedo appears to have exploded with a low order of detonation.*****' 

At about 0204, two of the T®RYU' s eix torpedoes struok the QUHUT, 
one hitting in the way of flrsrooeu Three and Four, the other just for¬ 
ward of the I.C. Koob at Prane 46. 

At 0204, the T9TRYU sighted a destroyer bearing about 40° relative - 
a true bearing of 020°(T) - at an estimated range of 3000 yards and headed 
on an opposite oourse* This was the WIL&W which • on the basis of th» 
plot - was at an actual range of rbout 2100 yarde, and had reversed oourse 
to unmask her starboard battery in order to engage the Japanese Saetem 


— • gg^ rarer ~ ~ 

WDC Doouwent 160934. 

•o Written Stsweat, August 10th, 1942, by Bulgi J.H. Tlghe, USSR, 
Pert Battery Officer, QUIRC7. 

*** Written Statement, August 9th, 1942, by R,D. Byers, 0*l2c, QUINCY. 
•*** Action Report TOKCBTOSS, Report of Action Between U88 VINCWNES and 
Japanese Heavy Cruisers Rear S» w> Island on Right of Aupint 8th- 
9th, 1942, Serial 0022, August l«th, 1942. 
sees* Lose in Aotlos QUINCT, ASTORIA, VTRC3WETES, Battle of Savo Island, 
August 9th, 1942, War Daaage Report Ro. 29, WavShips 29(374), 

Pireau ef Ships, Navy Department, June 12th, 1942, page 16. 

fflfflESg 


. tea . 








Group. Tho TWRYU shifted hor fir* from the heavily hit QUINCY and 
•haHad the WILSCF with hor four 5.6-lnoh guns for about a ninuto. She 
claimed inflicting some alight damage.* Tha WILSON acknowledged that 
•hall* had pastad extremely olosa aboard and that one "dud" had landed 
in the eater but a few feat from tha ship. However, aha did not admit 
any hits.** 

At 0206 tha TWRYU changed course to 520°(T) and ooaaad firing on 
tha WILSOB.* She now returned her attention to tha KBIT Class oruisar 
(tha QUINCY), wfaicn had been bar previous target, to observe tha damage 
inflicted. By 0206 she oonfinaad tha sinking of this ship.* This re¬ 
port was incorrect, for tha QUINCY did not sink until about thirty minutes 
later. In this oasa, tha later aotual sinking of this ship verified tha 
Commanding Offioer, TWRYU' • olaime, but this was fortuitous. In war, 
claims of sinking should mover be made until positive proof is available, 
lest inoarraot intalligenoa later bring both taotioal and strategical 
disaster. 

m tha maantims tha YU BARI and FUEUTAKA an course S40 C (T), which was 
parallel to tha course of tha YHCWKBS, had oontinuad to oonoantrata 
their fire against that ship. Tha aotual ooursa of tha YU BARI at this 
time is unknown. The Cc—ending Officer YU BARI in noting tha TBIRYU'e 
••urea ohange at 0206 mow found himself about 1100 yards broad on tho 
starboard bow of his division oommander. It is assumed that ha attempted 
to oroes over to tha disengaged side and to fall baok, thereby allowing 
tha flagship of CCfcOLUJKY KIOHTUI to assume his original position. 

Diagram shows tha movement of the YU BARI along oourse 307®(T) at 
twenty-six knots, and is a maneuvering board solution which would have 
allowed the YU BARI to have passed 800 yards ahead of TWRYU at 0208. It 
is knovm definitely that the YU BARI was on the port hand of the TWRYU 
later, as will be shorn. 

The FUHUTAKA during these minutes of action with the VHCWHE8 re¬ 
mained on oourse 540°(T) until about 0206j and than paralleled tha traok 
of tha TWRYU on oourse 520°(T).*** This movement is oonfirmsd by the 
oiroumstanoes surrounding the movsmsnts and emparlance of the YIMCWHXS 
during these sdnates- The FURUTAKA probably obangod oourse at 0206 whoa 
•he observed the YIHCBKK1S swinging left to approximately a reverse oourse. 
The FURUTAKA thereafter was observed by the YIWCBIW1S (who thought sho was 
friendly) to fire on tho latter from a relative bearing of 120 degrees 
until about 0208.eeee 


• keoords CHUDIY 18, Augist kth, 1942, WDC Aooumsnt T85S517 
ee Action Report WILSON, Aotion Against Rnemy Surfaoe Ships off Savo 
Island Night of August 8tb-9th, 1942, Serial 008, August 20th, 1942. 
Traok Chart f2 Annexed to CHUDIY 6 Detailed Battle Report £6, Solo¬ 
mons Naval Aotion, August 7tb-10th, 1942, WDC Document 160997. 
Aotion Report YINCWNK8, Report of Aotion Between USS YINCWNSS and 
Japanese Heavy Cruisers Near Savo Island on Night of August 8 th- 
9th, 1942, Serial 0022, August 16th, 1942. 






At about 0208 tho YU BARI and the PtJRUTAKA ornad firing at the 
VUCSUB*- tho YU BARI ceasing in ordor to maneuver throng an May 8* 
turn to fall book in boaring on tho mm, and tho TTJKUflXA eeaslmg firo 
in ordor to make a ohanga of oourao to tho oa at oard to fall in roughly 
aatora of tho mRYO. Tho Japanese Western Group, at 0208, ooaaod an- 
gaging tho Alliod oruiaora and oonmonoed a dofinito roti r w asnt . It's 
only engagement thoroaftor mi with a piokot doatroyor, tho RALPH TALBOT, 
to bo diaouaaod later* 

At 0210 tho THkYU pioked up a "SOMERS Typo” doatroyor thirty dogrooa 
on bar atarboard boar illuminated by "flare light" and at an oatinatod 
rango of 5000 notoro (5500 yards),#* Thia ana tho RALPH of tho 

(SRIBUT Class, Thia orror in idantifioation uaa a logical mistake ainoo 
tho GRIHXT and 80HEBS Claaaoa wore quite similar, 

Tho souroo of tho "flora light" by mhieh tho RALPH TALBOT naa dis¬ 
covered uaa probably tho aoarohlight of tho TOIA0X, ainoo tho RALPH 
TALBOT made roforOnoo to tho aoarohlight illumination* 

At 0211$> tho FUKUTAKA obaorvod tho q0HCT to tho oaatoard boaring 
about 100°(T)#*** Tho QUIICY oaa at this time at a range of 6000 yards 
fron tho PTJHDTAIA, Tho 7GRUTAKA also obsonod tho BKX at 0212, bearing 
085°(T) at rango 4200 yards,oo* The HUM mas heading to tho northwest at 
this tins at tw en ty -firs knots, Tho VTJHDTAKA Boons to hams Illuminated 
tho BU nooMntarily, and probably inoorrootly identified her as friend¬ 
ly - i,o,, as tho YUiAfll - sinoe a Japanese chart of this notion indioatos 
a friendly destroyer at this position,oooo 

At 0214, tho TBTRYU illuminatod the RALPH TALBOT with one aoarohlight 
on bearing 334 (T), and ooamnoed firings**** at an actual range of 
about 6200 yards, Tho FOH0TAK1 also opened firo on tho RAIPH TALBOT at an 
oatinatod rango of 7900 notors (about 8700 yards),*** This disorepaney 
be t w een tho initial oatinatod ranges of tho TJDR3U and TTTRBTAKA probably 
mas oooasionod not only by tho faot that tho FUR0TAKA mas roughly sons 
1500 yards astern of tho TBIHTU but also booauso tho miYU had to esti¬ 
mate the rango from a "flaro light" of limited duration choreas tho 
FUkUTAKA had tho benefit of the TEARYU*• searchlight, Tho actual rango 
fron tho RALPH TALBOT to the PORUTAIA, based on Diagram "H*. mas about 
7600 yards. 


• Action Report VlfecrilllS, fesport of Aotion Bobwans U88 VncmBS 
and Japanese Hoary Cruisers Roar Saco Island on Wight of August 
8th-9th, 1942, 8orial 0022* August 16th, 1942, 

** Reoorda CRUDIV 18 August 9th, 1942, WDC Document 160984, 

*** Track Chart ft Annexed to CRUDIV 6 Detailed Battle Report fd, 

8olonons laval Action, August 7th-10th, 1942, WDC Document 160997, 
**** Combined Operational Chait Annexed to War Diary KAKO, August 7th, 

1942, CIO Document 74651, Hay 12th, 1947, 

Aoticn Report RALPH TALBOT, Preliminary Report of Aotion, August 
8th-9th, 1942, Gunnery Report, feolosure (A), Serial Al6-*S/U)890/0S, 
August 11th, 1942. 





The TBHRYU and FURUTAKA, together, fired a total of about sevan 
salvos, Five of thaaa salvos vara abort* Moat of tha abort salvo* vara 
probably firad by tha T HI RYU, alnoa aba bad underestimated tha ranga* Aa 
a result of this firing, tha RALPH TALBOT rsoaivad oca bit on har Humber 
One torpedo mount and lost two man mho ware killed. It is significant 
that tha RALPH TALBOT thought, as had other Allied ships previously in 
this night aotion, that she mas firad upon by friendly fbroes* She did 
not intedlately return tha fire, but maneuvered and made every effort to 
identify herself*• 

At 0215^, tha FTJRUTAIA oeased firing, probably because tha RALPH 
TALBOT, in crossing a h e a d, bad reached a bearing that placed the TH9RYU 
directly in the FTJRUTAIA' s line of fire. 

At 0217, the TWRYU also oeased firing at the RALPH TALBOT, but she 
continued to keep the RALPH TALBOT illuminated*** 

At 0218&, the YUBARI, mbioh had been incorrectly Identified by tha 
RALPH TALBOT as a light orulser of the TCRB Claes, illuminated tha RALPH 
TALBOT mlth har searchlight and eommenoed firing at a range of 3300 yards 
©** «• bearing mhioh, from Diagram "H", mas approximately 300°(T). 

At 0219, tha FTJRUTAIA reopened fire, employing her port dual-purpose 
Bins.*** Tha range mas about 8000 yards* 

At 0220, Commander Cruiser Fbroe directed by radio that all ships of 
the Japanese Cruiser Poroe mere to "break off the enga g em e nt and mith- 
dr«vt a *+ The TVRYU 1 M e d iately turned off her searchlight and changed 
course at 0220 to 300°(T)*•••♦ The YUBARI likewise changed course to 
300°( T), dosed the range on the SALIH TALBOT and continued firing* The 
IUBDTAKA oeased firing, apparently ohanged speed to thirty knots, but 
oontlnned on ocurse 320°(T) bcoauee there mas no further need for follow¬ 
ing the movements of the THIRIU, flagship of CCMCRUir? XKSTSHf. 8ho 
soont to have oommsnood forging ahead at thirty knots to overtake and pass 
tha TURKU in ordsr to take her proper oolumn position ahead of that ship 
v&ma the Cruiser Force mar. reformed* 

At 0220, the position of the Japanese Western Group, mlth relation to 
the oanter of Savo Island mast 

(») Tha Till RYU mas bearing 351°(T) distant 12,200 yards* 

(b) Tha YUBARZ mas bearing 34flP(T) distant 11,800 yards* 

(•) The FURUTASA mas bearing 36S*(T) distant 11,200 yards* 

e ISHen hsporl HAIR !f*rellnlnary Report of Action, Anna si Bth- 

9th, 1942, Oamnery Report, feoloeure (A), Serial A16-3/DDS90/03. 
August 11th, 1942* 

•e Records GOOTOT 18, August 9th, 1942, RPC Dooummat 180984* 

Trask Chart ft Annexed to ODIST 6 Detailed Battle Report #6, 

Solomons level lotion, August Tth-lOth, 1942, RPC Document 160997* 
•see Trask Chart An nexe d to Seoords CKJDIT 18, August 7th-9th, 1942, 

RPC Deeammat 180984* 



(c) OPERATIONS OF TUHAGI 


Am the TUHAGI retired at 0200, her Cosumnding Officer appears to hare 
decided to locate the Allied destroyers - the BLUE and the two-masted 
schooner - ehioh had been, observed in a pioket line vest of Stvo Island* 
Whether he did this merely to insure avoiding tbsm or -whether he did it 
to obtain information whioh might be helpliil to the Japanese forces is 
not knows* However, since he did employ his searchlights, the latter 
thought is the more probable* 

The Co mm and ing Officer, TUHAGI sighted neither the BLUE nor the 
Japanese schooner at 0210 when he arrived in the area where they had been 
seen at 0105 because these ships were both in the rioinity of the south- 
°** BLUE*s patrol line - roughly 16,000 yards from the 


It is possible however that he did sight the RALPH TALBOT, for that 
ship reported that at about 0210 a single sweeping searohllght on her port 
bow - bearing 255°(?) distant about 16,000 yards - had momentarily illum¬ 
inated her for ab out ten seconds and then had swung away** This appears 
to have been the TON API. Th is supposition is supported by the traok of 
the TUHAGI** and by the TBTRTU's report of sighting a ship of the SOMERS 
Class (the RALPH TALBOT) illuminated by "flare light* at 0210.*** * 

Whether or not the TUHAGI aotually detected the RALPH TALBOT at 0210 
is not knomi definitely. But if the pause of her searchlight for ten 
seconds on that ship can be taken as an indication that she did sight her, 
the need for the TUHAGI to take any action against this Allied pioket soon 
vanished. For a few minutes later, at 0214, the TSTRTU and the FUKDTAKA 
commenced engaging this target. The TUHAGI could not have failed to ob¬ 
serve this action, since the searohlights and flashes of gunfire were 
visible to the HUJE seme minutes later at an even greater range***** and 
to the CHICAGO as late as 0229 at a very great range****** 

It is presumed that at this time the YQNAGI, which had been on a 
course of about 026°(T), swing to a retirement oouree of about 340°(T) 
and withdrew at twenty-six knots* 

The position of the YtJNAGI at 0220 was 17,500 yards on bearing 
326<>(T) frem the center of Savo Island* 


* Action Report RALPH TALBOT Prelimina ry feeport of A^ n cm/I IT gusi 5th 
9th;, 1942, Serial Al6-S/LD390/05, August 11th, 1942, fcjolesure (A). 

** Night fiagagement Traok Sheet, Report on Sea Battle off Savo Island, 

August 8th, 1942, GI$, SGAP, Military Intelligence Section, General 

Staffj Allied Translator and Interpreter Section, (ATTS) Document 

16686, Maroh 16th, 1946. 


*** Reoords CRUniV 18, August 7th-9th, 1942, WDC Document 160984* 

•*•* Aotion Report BLUE, Operations in Solomon Islands on Night of August 
8th-9th, 1942, Serial 051, August 12th, 1942, para* 5* 

***** Aotion Report CHICAGO Concerning Aotion Against Enemy Foroes, August 
9th, 1942, Ouadaloanal-Tul&gi Area, Serial 099, August ISth, 1942. 
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it 0*00 tto lU C—W W to«l ooaplotoi tor rift* turn oto bad * t **J 1 *V 
« t Mtfft of 540»(T)#* Sto Offloor, toooo ottoatloft tod toon 

dlrootod tooord tto Boston Oroup, loot tnuk of too «MT •* thl» Mm. 
Tto rtiif fbr tola mm toot tto HP u>d KIBTOAM, toish hod boat ow- 

•Mtrottof ttoir flpo oa wo ?19wuS» •*•***— ™“ ‘ * *wl” 

IlfdZl m too lutm Oroap orossod tto *Ts# oftdor too roor of tto 

niom droop* 


too ili^MoliInt Offloor tod roootrod so roport la Coon that camy 
-m m mm mb itow tUft.oo Tto I HU UM to tod aot otoorrod tto oot- 
llao of mo Joponooo ship, tot tod «oly otoorood tto sssrohllghto,** 
lev at 0*00, tto JiffttH Boston* Cro^ ooo loot to oloo. oooopt IW op 
rtwmtift of tto (ftaaasiry Offloor of m ladlotlaot ship toito *W**J*J 
to to oft o mvn of ototo This ship my boro to **<**** 

la tor rodlool atasaoor ot this tias. tot olaoo tto roapo ooo about 10.000 
yards - for teyoad tto roportod n^c of r&olbllity for Alllod chip* * tto 
Mmrmy of this roport 1* oxtnwoly doubtful* 

At 0 * 00 , too nicansi hft 5 Im m o tto pH forgot ef tto ******* la 
tto feotoia droop* •»* tto torast for tto W aoKI ^JJ**/^* 

■iioohtii Inn to flsro torpodooo ot tor* Tto Cowallai Offloor, TIVClBm 

M| TMT,-r cf tto JopOOOO* POOtOXft OTOUp «ftd ttf Ot toli tlftO tltUiU 

Mo foraord torrcto orooad to artarboard to ro»«aoo«o tto Bossoro droop 
to* to*lr Mortolitfsto ogolm h oo — o rloibl*. 

Tto rilUIUli ooaoootrotod bath tor ♦•7-iaob oad i-laob bottorioo *a 
tto TH O OT ufeloh oto llMLaotod by s*&rohll*bfcf**fto Csooioadlof Offloor 


e SIlffSBS ! 


Vito Sooty lorly tomla« Asput Tto, itdS* , . 

*« Astloa toport TMCtoOi. toport of Astloa oowlaj off Iom Ioload 
(flaadoiooato-norido Xslaad) Aroa - Il|» of August ®th-0th, ISAS, 

CjU/llM, SorloJ 0021, iugut 14th, 1042* _ „ _ 

*** Trook Cbort #d Asaaxsd to CPfttT 6 Dotallsd Battlo toport #6, SoIobom 
IotoI Astloa, August tth-lOth, 1942, 1BC Boooftoot ldOOOT, 














Yliomm that at about 0100 "oounter illuaination «u not attsnpt- 

ad aa n a y eeerehligbt at hollered to ba on a destroyer and illardnatloa 
of aoMQr by our destroyers ana topaa t a t»« The basis tor ttdi ititwwct lay 
in CTO apaaial instruction in tba eaaa of a night surfaoe attaak. 

Heanrer, tbaaa Inetruetiona provided far tba Uladaatioa of mammy ships 
by on destroyer aearehligbt* only if tba destroyers wars epealfleelly 
ordered to lUaduda^** Tba Owaaitlng Officer, TTiC3Pi*S, of eeurse, 
bad no naans of as—nloatlen by ublob to ordar his destroyers to illunia> 
atai Mr did he tecs ubere hia destroyers maw vara - ha had last saan tba 
VniQi on his starboard bon Just bafera 0168 Strap ha had tnrnad right ta 
*40*(t).*~ 

Tba \T I 1C1— at this tins nss tesertly danffil by tba rQSDTJUU'a 
fire. Tarrat III reeelred tbraa or nara 4.7-laeb hi to in tin si da nd 
faaa plate, nena af sbloh psnh»t>d«*»*v Shy Fbreard ana hit, and 
a — srsas sparks fall «\ tba Main Battary Oontrsl station from tbla hit 

an__ _Lt_ _n% __ %_a. a__ j *_ \_a, —_ _ _a__ _ _ %^ _ a _ e_n *. 

w»ij tju ywwr wmm mmv w roi m m* n h a ■ H«n> ox m uo 

in tba fira mtrsl baba - fna sbisb dmas alsnds af snake, mailing af 
paint and rubber, bags* ta panr at<br tba ns In battary di roe tor. Tba 
barrete nara directed to go to laaal aantrsli and tbs asnbrsl stations * 
betb Main Battery Control Bernard and Bby Oontrol Bernard - nara eveeented!**** 

At 0808, tba rOI C — ■ again sighted Marebll^s on bar atarbaard 
pnr k r ** * «». tba IDBi'i eearsdliahte nan ill—Inatlng tba QU1BCT. Tba 
Cs—ndlag Officer, TKCSRUB belleree ba fired two 8-inob calces to star- 
board free bis fensard tarrat* - els pa ealsoe *• ba laaal amtesl»*n*«* 
finaa ba aa aba ted in Me Miss Bspert*******- anon though tba nak and 


- T X TOngpa r T t WeMW/ IC n o ri ' o ? TE PE ES ^sgrrSgaWT**» Ta SS* 

(Qaadaloanal Florida Inland) Iran - Right af ingest Hb-ttk, 1041, 
GbdV^Alf-9, Barlal 00*1, Asgaet 14th, 1941, page I* 

** Spaa 1*1 Instruatioaa to 8 croon lag Qreup and Vessels Tnprsrilj 
Assigned, paras. 8(a) and 8(d) issued by CTO 8**8. 

•*• Aetisn Report TUCIBM, Report of Action Occurring off Isa Island 
(Quad»d canal-Fieri da I aland) Aran - light af Jngaet Btb-lbh, 1M2, 
CAM/A18-8, Barlal 0011, Aagust 14th, 1*41, pngs 4, para. 10. 

Asti on Report VU C OT B I . Report of Action Rn bs as n B8S ni OB B sad 
Japnsaaa Haary Cruisers Rear law Island on fight of Angaet 8th-Mb. 
1841, CA44/A14-8, Barlal QOtt, An goat 18th, 1841, kisloeure (c) 

"ML at of Bason Bball Rita with tasatien”. 

••as* hatter undated fron LCdr. t.L. Adsno, ONI, Main Battary Central 

Offbeat, THCMH6, to Demanding Offlaar Cano aiming Ration of CBS 
nnmi off Base Island, Input 8th, 1841. 

*•*♦•• FStmmI laUrviav of Captain Fradariafc L. Riafkahl, 081, Oonaand- 
ing Officer, TXfCVIBB, recorde d January 18th, 1848 by tbs Chief 
of Basal Operations, Office of Vasal Records and Library, 
ccsssse Aetloa Report TUCK PBS, Report of Action Bohan Db$ flRGNOTS 
end Jap n ao ao Hoary Cruisers fear 8aro Inland on light af Input 
Btb-B&h, 1041, CA44/A18-8# 8arlol 0011, Asgust 18th, 1841, page 8. 







seoo&dary Wtt fry offlo w 1 ! reports ars Tagnt «m this point • it is pre- 
bxbls that ths 7IHCBU8 did firs two partial italms between 0202 and 
0203f # bsr fourth and fifth wain battery aalms*a 


Vhilshs ms re-appraising ths situation to ths sastmrd st 0209$-, 
ths TUCBW18 ms hit on ths port aids of Humber Ono firsroon by a lorn 
ordsr detonation torpedo* which is boliemd to hats boon flrsd by ths 
TO IASI* Ths torpsds explosion put this firsrsna out of oemnlsslen and 
loft no mrrlmro*e* as a rssuit of uhish ths THCOT8 now lost all 
prossuro* 


Ths YUCBTRS continued to bs hit by snssy firsts fns ths FtBLUXAKAae* 
and free ths YTJBAKI* uhish now opened firs with bar fns aftsr completing 
hsr torpsdo rm, Ths 7HCWI8* forward engine roan sustsimd a hit thish 
oarrisd amy ths sxh a u st stson lias and saussd a flangs in ths nain stins 
lias to lsak badly. As a oonasqusnss of ths aoeuamlatim dosage in ths 
snginssring plant, ths rs a pa n aibls offiosrs tssarsd all ths firsrsons and 
ths forward mgins ro«, but failed to notify ths Canaan ding Offlssr* 

Ths aftsr mgins roan had suffered no dansgs at all* But as ths 
otsan prsaaura fall ths offiosr in oharf of this station • realising that 
ths firsroona wrs out of oonadasion • ssoursd and abandanod ths aftsr 
•ngins rom without requesting ths Osmmndlng Offiosr' a psnaisaim and with¬ 
out notifying that offioor that ths T IBC H BMB ms now oonpletely without 
notie* power* Vssdlss* to say* hi* nations sssn ill-smsidarsd and hasty* 

This stats of affairs brinf up a point worthy of oowwant It is to 
bs expected, of oourse* that snginssring sasealtiss in battle nay wake it 
nsssssary to sssurs parts of ths propulsion plant and to abandon the an- 
gin earing apaoea lnmlmd without first obtaining permission to do so* 
hit in sueh cases* the Cswnsnding Offiosr should bs notified so soon as * 
possible* lost hs snbark on a sours* of notion that is rmdorod infsaslbls 
by ths lash of notles power* Furthermore* hs might wish to employ ths 
glass ring personnel - thus released from their regilar battle stations 
engiassring spaoss - in danags oontrol fmetions* and ssrtalnly 
would not want than to drift about ths ship in exposed places uhsss they 
ni^ht intsrfsrs with ths sonduot of ths notion* 

At about 0205 ths Com asndin g Offioor, flHCHIlS obae:.-md a destroysr 
or os sing ths bow of tho I ill CHUB frsw port to starbosrdf and about a 
ninuto later hs obssresd another destroyer to starboard* pro seeding in a 


a JPtlon ko p o r S ViiraHK* isport of Ast T m TTSsn tfgTfl T tMnig anJ 
Japanese Heavy Cruisers Hear Sam Inland on Uight of Attest dth-9th* 
1M2* CA44/A1S-3, Serial 0022* August 19th* 1942* pngs 7* 
as Ibid* pngs S* 

aac Trask Chart #2 Annexed to CRUOTV 6 Detailed Battle Report #9* Solo- 
eons Kami Action, An gist 7th-10th, 1942* HDC Doemoj* 100997* June 
27th* 1947* 
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northerly direction.* Although b» did not know th*ir identity, ho thought 
thoy suet ho friendly u they did not firo at oaoh other,* They were 
actually the WILSt# to port and the mil to starboard* 

At thie tine ho reoeiwed a report that luuaber One 6-inoh gut - nannod 
only hy an ensign end a Marino sergeant, because the rest of the orew had 
been killed - had fired on a submarine on the surfaoe at a range of 400 
yards, and ted scored a hit an the base of the conning tower** Actually 
there were nc enawy eutearines In the ttomtd* It is probable that the 
floating wreokage of one of the J*pan«»iie bombers, shot dow at noon the 
preoeding day, had been mistaken for e submarine. This supposition is 
made on the basis of the HOBART’S report of ma kin g the sane mistake.** 

The Commanding Of floor probably oon side red It was thie • submarine" 
that ted torpedoed him one end one-half minutes earlier* This report, 
taken together with the proximity of the unidentified destroyers (muffin 
end HEM) probably made hia eery ooneolous of the fact that his Hunter 
One 5-inoh pa was the only gun firing** 

He therefore sent a messenger to the Gunnery Officer asking for gun¬ 
fire, and ordered it to be dlreoted on the two sear whilst* Ulwinatlng 
the VIM Cl tt** The (hmnery Officer - who bad teen m e kin g his my with 
difficulty dean to the bridge - errired at the time and Imfewd the 

Officer that te had no guss with uhloh to fire** Being nnable 
to get any gunfire against the enemy, the Commending Offioer now desired 
to oonoeal his ship with maoke but would not oomnunloate with the en¬ 
gineering department* About this time the messenger whom he had o*at 
below at about 01 ST returned and repotted to him ttet the rnagine rooms 1+& 
been abandoned and were dark** 

The Commanding Offioer still felt ttet he mas being fired on by 
friendly ships**** He had heard that the colors had gona down aft - tte 
tfiM reported them shot away at 020®****— m»d he ordered the Chief Quarter- 
mas ter to hoist a set of colors on the starboard yardarm to indicate his 
friendly nature**** All thee* oireuastenoes serwed to make him realise 


- e T5 H«r iep bri V Tl fc B WB, ttopaVVr l otion 

Japanese Heavy Cruisers Hear Savo Island on Vl^t of August 8th-Lth, 
1042, CA44/A10-3, Serial 0022, Augeet 10th, 1842, pago 0* 

•* Appendix 10 to Aetlon Report CTO 02.0 Concerning First Battle of Saw* 
Island, August Oth, 1042, te CT7 82, Serial AFlOM/16, August l»th, 
1842, vhieh is Letter August loth, 1842, from C c —nnUr g Offioer, 

BHAS BO BARI’ t* CTF 44 (CTO «2*0), 

personal IX ter view of Captuin Frederiek L* Haftehl, PH, Commanding 
Offioer, raaavm, reeordod January *«th, lt4«* by tee CSiief of ***** 
Operations, Offiee of tend Record* and Library* 

•*** CEOMT 8 Detailed Battle Report #•, Solomons I oral Aetiec, hput 
Vtb-lCth, 1842, TtDC Doeansnt 13088V, June tTte, 184V* 





the hoptltasNS ef the situation. Aa he «Ut^ it* "I ms completely 
put out of action* I had no poswr at all la the engines, no power m the 
fire nain, aad toy that tlas all of oar pas tout one toad toosn put out of 
action*"* 

It aas at atooat 0206, while tbo ship stiU had steerageway, that ttoo 
Conmmdiag Offloor, V 1I CMW M naaagsd to osanunloate with ttoo steering 
mgiao rooa oar tha sound-power telephone aad ordarad a ban to tha left** 
toaoaaaa ha food "tha flrla| «a tha starboard side..••••was rath er irr i¬ 
tating, to say tha least."* (Tha QUTlCT’s observation of tha virtHUB* 
radical tun to tha left*** ooafims this tiaa of turning)* 

At 0206 tha TKCnV notad that tha previously mentioned tw 
frisadly dastroyara (mich actually were tha WILSCM sad HELM) had marrow 
ly aaaapad collision with oaa another, aad that tha HLS0* thereafter ns 
firing star shells sad heavy naohina sans to the eastward*** 

It is profitable at this point to oonsidsr whether such a near 
oo Hi si on noad aver have occurred if tha Con»*nding Offloor, BUK - as 
tha senior destroyer oonnandar • had directed tha WILSCM to join his In 
tha attach ordered toy Oonnandar THC01B droup sons eighteen ninutes 
earlier, rather than to have permitted him to oporato independently• In 
addition, does net the doubt In tha YUIC8RRMB as to tha identity of these 
destroyers • the Contending Officer stated that his Chief Quart ernasts r 
bed gotten a good look at ana end infbmod him it su Japanese*- point cut 
the advisability of hooping on forces reasonably concentrated during 
night action* even with radar identification devices. In order that tha 
question cf their identity nay not too too confusing to on forces! 

As the Yncwn swung slowly to the loft* the Conandlng Officer 
again observed "two destroyers" which he felt wore frisndly end whioh were 
illuminating him with searchlights - one from a bearing of about 120 do- ' 
grees relative, and tha other from a hearing of about 160 degrees relative, 
at an estimated range of about 8000 yards***** Perhaps - forgetting for 
the nomat, as ho did, that the YHCBRK was gradually turning te pert*****- 
he thought they wore still observing the HL80K end HBUlf perhaps ho thought 

• bsrsonal interview ofc Captain ^rederiolc L* lltfkoSl* Uffll* ISSaneadlhg 
Offioer, YXVCBOnS, recorded January 26th, 1946 by the Chief of Ravel 
Operations, Offioe of Havel Records and Library* 

•• Letter iugust 18th, 1942, fron Cdr* A*IL Loker, T3H, Havigating 

Officer, YIHCBHN2S to Coaaandlng Offloor Concerning Right Bagarment 
with Ensny Xarly Morning ingost 9th, 1942* 

*** Written Statement undated by Lt.(jg) J.D. Seal, USR, Sky Forward 
Control Offloor* QUIHCY. 

***• Action Report YXHCEHHB8, Report of Action Between UBS VINCKRHRS and 
Japanese Heavy Cruisers Rear Save Island on Right August 8th-9th, 
1942, 8orial 0022, August 16th, 1942, page 6. 

***** Action Report YIRCRRR88, Report of Action Ooourring off Sav© Island 
(Ovadaloanal-Florida Island) Area - Right of August 8th-9th, 1942, 
8erlal 0021, August 14th, 1942, page 5* 





thoy might bo Sb* SiflUTT EJtofl rATUHSOff «fc£*h had o«9 l»t« the 

nroa * n poeaiMilty cAlafc bo had fbreoaot e«r»orai •lay* w li»r 4a a dle« 
yntch to <£t«4* mi ofeleh wr» may Jaw »«be«>ct ';■« Me *ab#»«d«w 

Kind* 


3wcf Mm in fMt tho TOR H wi the FUlOTj*! o f tt« J«gxM S<w 

WMbosr d^ooy «fc*.efc had toon illrasljaatlne aw* flriaf am iAm THCnBBSJB 
also# «WO fra tfca y*rt hmd while bo had bm iabaah be otarfcoard* 

Stosplbo the ra»«<Mw» oay«»*#b of thalf at 0*0% they appoa roA to 

'^he flVOSmB to rmnAm. m a et<s«oy boariBg beeaua* the TTBClfWSB mo 
kXooly taming Xo#t**o 

A* a MMcyn^M of tlkto fiw, Ju TJKCOBnnB pw*iwi onaorouc 
kite ea her starboard old© 4a bfc* Moiaity of tho aaofclmo ®h*P» tho fioo- 
kwh Mmitito rtTT*c*. tb® fomnS mao hall© Mi tho etwlkri eebapult 
Wvir.oM 1 st tarrot X roooiwd a hit ia tfco atarh art old* of tho 
h&rbotbs «d jwra* la traim.ee* 3er turret IX mo saotvetod by aa 
(.iaslt afcaXi ofeloh ignited eapoood powder wad ptaoed this hwreh oat of 
aetloa«oa* 

The belief «f tha Oemmdlmg om«r, TnrCHBW that tho ships of tha 
^apmooo Baa t orm ®r«a» uoro frimdly roealle to Mad 1d« reaction to being 
illaaiaabod % aoarcfeUgfcbe at 01*0, mb A that flrod ujwo by the Japaao*® 
SMtora droop* At ©IB© ho had oooafderod that ho tad to fir* on tho **arah- 
light#. Bat at this labor da, dooplta orerythiag that had earned daring 
oigtabcom aUMM of graoliag hatfelo, ha mo m V> fcavo elmg toaaaleacly 
to the ties that bfeboa moely wewate^ ship* raw** friendly* Bo finally 
after gjaab Affinity get a large Satlreal »is ly h oisted cat hi* 
foremast at 0809 • tho time it ofcieh the TJ!idRI ad nSSJTAEA. ooasod firing 
at H*i Bo MMMded latert “Strange to '«ny© oftor tho eelors met sp 
the ttoarohll#t$ mat mb rad tho firing 'joae#4.®e 

.fcC; C&haA C&tfw* 1® dlfflOOlt 

to mSJetemd* Bo bad forsooth b&a possibility of aipn Attaok by Joym- 
oeo oarfaee foraos. h had hoes madar hoary fir* earlier ty Mihor ahlpo 
^hieh he had thoaght ad^t ho frlemdly, hat had fewsd it aoooaoary to 
•mm fin en thorn "fri*»lly* ahipa alth gat, o*d hod direotod a torpedo 
«tto«h ogeiMt thaa hy hie cm dootreyom* By thle tta» alo group had mot 
eoly oafforol heary 4tm ago* ^ot hlo am *hlp mi mm agtia «d«r hea^ 
end aooorato lira* Boold It «ot o»o» that© at long loot, fe» mold boeoae 
emv laood of their way ohamotorf 


•“Tl^owKrWe^or^ IVoaerToTl,. &o«cE*7t^2^^ 

omo«r,7jaiei vm* * Jaw**ry 88th, l*t« by tho «nlef of Keeml 

aaoratloMS, Offloo of Barol ftw»rd» ond Library. , 

** Mtlea Ikoport VS1CW3W, Borort of Aotioa Oee«rrl»« off 8aoo X«lsaad 
(8aad«loe«al->71orlda Xolmd) Arm » alerts of Angort 6th>Bth© 1942© 

Serial QSS1, A aggst l^t h© ?a®o *» _ , 

♦•a Aatfcm Aoport yS$OHBS8 v toyort af Asitlm Botmon WJ8 TIBCdBUBS s»fi 
yapmoao Bwivy Qralaom Tiear Sa-vo Xelmd Bl^ht of* Aradfasfc 
i«43, frorlnl OOfit© Attfr? i id», l»dS, ; B •»* 8 » 








naeeatMt t *■»— L “* 


4 * tS» Japan#** W*«t*m group %mt ottfe oa th* starboard *ldto *»d 
rlfjftit out to e**. m f,» th* C^a&auridlng OffSt.'T a«w that feia ship m* 
taking sa sppraeisbjls J.i«t t« poH a* a of bor last ttrps^e bits* 

K*e kid picnricuily crdsrcd his on * hslow h* »s* that h® c©uXA dc a® 

atarq firings* a*d 1 m bow - at abcrit 0210 - |»w th® ordor to pr*r#»f* as 
■way life raft* ft* possibl# to abandon ihip,» H* swt a w*as«n*#r b© th® 
Damag* Control Offio*r i» Caafcral Station to inquire ft* to th* possibility 
«f rsasulag tits sTs^iaorsciins lists** hut th* danaj* to tfe* skip pr*“ 
Tuntsd th* usasssagptr fraa gottis*^ through, slid later prormtad th* par- 
aocuval b*lo« Acftkn frost abandroLag whip.* 

At 0219, efc* fall wsdtsf th* iilmiaatiett of th* CHDffAI's smrahligtet, 
sad th# iftttftr *L,*.p r»(»«iSfc fir* oaa b*r© 

o*15p th* YIIlCWSfBB ma <i**d in th* wtw and m* listing heavily 
to port* Tbs cooasaadlag Offioor, la axartaiag his despurat* situ»ti<m, 
oould i*s that Ms ship sss i» ft pr*di#«BS«t fr«t shish *h* wsld not bi 
«emd. At Oftlt, *b«ft th* CB3LA1 brok* off aetiv* sad tbs Jftpwsoftft 
dUsppstrsd frsn Tioo, tbs Oaawsftndlag Offlosr gave tb* ord*r to put the 
Ilf* rftft* into th* mt*r and to abort ab*nd«Al*c ship* 

At 0220 a tbs mWQ*BBS ms bearittg 0S?°(T) distant §400 yard* tram 
th* ©sntor of Sato lilud* 

(h) Acna by groper 

A* hM b*» poiatod out previous.«, th* QtJlRCY had b*«i ©»*MSbt Just 
fetfer* 0200 it th* ^ro**-fir* fM* *hi> • *f both th* Jape***# Saatora *<sd 
«astsm p ©up*. At 0*00„ her O o mwn ^ 4 Offimr m* *Ksa«tl»g ft turn to 
starte* a to hrlag hi* naim battary :.atc action against th* baste ran group 
t-hiah % a to th* sowthmstmrdj bat as yvt, with*? hi* **ia battery nor 
hi* starboard &»<a*h batt*rr ms nbl* to bear* 8 JL»o* hi* part R-iJa®fe 
battorj* had bm kaeofced ow-; of aatic® •aril**, sad hi* ^rr«t III had 

v---. m —._,. j f«ejn «« 551 jujw rtt >3 1 Trtss th* rush! m* had 

»o gw* firing at tha Hostsra Group, tit'- ugh th® TMSIH m* at this tin# 
MMBvsriag to fir* torpedo** at tbs QTHICY.*** 8 Iaa* th* fmftaXk 
shifted tesr gasflr# at 0800 fro* tho (pJIfCT to tfco VIUCffln&TO,**** **d 


1—1 # W: '-somsT lftioi^pi*^"^? Oa^ftlil - ?rod*rtftk iit> Si*ffcoW>» 

Ot i*®r, CEieanUlB,, f*o ordod J«RttAry 2®th # 1946 by tho Chi*r of 
Baml Opwatiowi* ffioo of Baunl dooorda And Library*. 

•* A*Ua* 2*p*rt VISC«fB«S, 3*port of Aotion Bsbrn ?ISC2»f«S 

Japan*** Bmuy Cnsi*»TB Soar lekad on Sight of August dth-9th e 
1592, Shrjval 0081* August 18th, IMl* 

«*« Drittsa Statment Angu; *; Slat,. IMS by Lt. *.J U Ow«a„ 012, Air B»~ 
f«sao» Offieor, ftsd Writtm Stat«&sat Asa^sst 10th,, \9S% B by 

Lt*(3g) J.Ce Sftithe Jr», W* Spot II Offioor, ^JIICY, 

*«*i Trao* Chart 8 SffuamXwA t* CKO fit V $ stall® £ Battlo Koport 8*“®“ 
none Hauai Aotioa, Aapi»t Tth-10th t 1942, W>C Jtosnmm* 1S099T* 
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.!»«. th* *081 - th. **•*«» - ■“*««"» W f»r. PT«. 9 OT 1 CT 

«, • h» until,' th. QBneT w tot h*la* n ' , ' i *' *t th * ** 

(^© p or th* *a.t«r» Group for *3w n#xt t*o slnutacu 

Tb*» QUiICr w unabl., for th» »*»•«% to ^k* out wqr »klp 
, T “* flMwaa to starboard* .inc* It m* «mo«***»s f f° r 

” »?w tST-SrSlSE- <*• «OWr waiaj urau .»« 

which ttx*y tor* M».«*tr*tlng th' ir flr». 1JT 

ASTORIA nu a© ajlow »■• to ooaa^l tao «**«y cfci P° Wyc “* ^ 

Aftor a «i*ut. th# QUISCH fevad that th. ASTORIA toA *lo*r«Hl hoc 
U«o JTSrl SStESt. and tor .tarboard B-laoh battery ~# *®v 

lut £ W « tb» Uft-b-A tor jot**** 1 Sho th« flrjd a £ 

four «tai aholio to ecarboftrd* «ployia* a nmjo of 8t>0C _J^ 1 * 

AZ ..£in* ©f Wtf-fif «* .i*-t«th. .o©«d.*~* T£j ~ 

r. ag&ss.’s 

r™srs;:. ss.*ss sj?b s~su r 

ttar. toon to oleud., th. Ul»ln«l««t 

offootiT* for th# QUISCY. but alio mljhfc ha** interf.rsd witn 
of tho ASTORIA* 

Tfco QUIHCY thorn fired a «o«ond ialvo of four .tar «h.H* *»« * 
thlrd^tlTO of thro, .tar iholl*. but th... .alroi al.. bur.t aboT.^th. 
Aloud* and prorld*S no illumination.*** Sh. non .*&.**• ***** 

s. nrohlight. but bar eesranmioation. ta th» had broken dom* _ 

ocn..qu«mo. ©f th... Illumination «td ct^^tion failuro^th.^WC 
«a. unabl. at thi. tiw> to moploy h.r n*i* battery ajalart th. 
laat.m Group ainoo no tarjat provided. 

At 0202> th. Air Dofcae. Offieor *ijht.d thro# pair® 

_ > a A ,. A-t- .to Jt a» A. t* 4 .. ** # f!® that 

4 - .TunafiM.A reran.a. <m w «« »««»««-.-- 

M* »•w'w w y ■ ~ • 

—r Tr..v cUrVir ^sJ^reE mir < w.i.u 

StioaTla^i Aotlo. Ttl-lOth. *»«*. »K 16 °®* T ' 

.. to Itoori. CRBBTP 1», toB-rt Tto-Mk. 1««. 

... 10th, IMS V toitota F.O. "~»r, »*. 

iZ iS^SLr.vnei. — w 

sSien H.T. Martin, USSR. Battery So- 8 
*<>•* ivrittw StaV.wat undated by ?*t.($j) J-D. &#al» ®*» -®45 

^air.1 om«r. stancr »4 ®-‘«~ 1 

hr c.ptoto t,J. » mr, UJMC, F»n»r4 Ofrt i>.r, «0 I »tT, 

..... toittL Stoto»«t togtot Urt, ml. hr Lt, S.J. Ototth, »*. w- 
RefMia. Offioor,, -40ISCY* 
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tha .©.rohligfct# war* about 1000 yrrd. apart.* These .aarehlight. «ra 
probably the. of th. ADM. KUO. and HFUMSA. and war* 

1800 yard, apart. Th. fact that only thrae .at. of .n«xy .earchlighta 
W ra observed at this tine ©upporte tba Indication, already advanced that 
th. CHOBAI had fallen out of tl a formation. 

The Cmana dine Officer undoubtedly ala© saw these searchlights, sinoa 
th. JOB*’. ...rohllgit *. dtr..t.d on th. QOTlfCY ond th. iDBJl h.d .hlft- 
.d tar tun fir. frou tta ASTOHI* »t thl. tin. taok to th. QUIlCcr ** th. 
ASTORIA cleared tha range. 

Within a olnuta, tha QUIRCY «a. hit by a salvo froo th* AOBA. This 
aaliro hit forward on tha gun deck in tha vioinity of AA guna O* 1 * 

and Thre. and aft In tha vioinity of AA gun. Ruhb.r. Fire and ~avsn, 
putting th«. out of notion.* It al.o hit Sky Forward, putting out of 
r»ml..ioo tha dirooter, the range finder and the oo«*unioations aith tha 
•tarboard broad.Ida battery. Tha Connanding Officer was eo i^foraad.* 

At about this tine tha QUIWCT received a hit on th. port .Ida In h.r 
Hunber On. fireroon which naoaaeitatad ito being »aoar*d She waa l.ft 
with three fir.roow, and a probable n a vin u n *P*#d of ab. ut twentyw..vwn 

knots. 

A. tha TWRYEJ in tha Waetam Group opened fir. on th. QUIICT aft.r 
having fired torp.daw at her at 0202. tha Onwanding Offloar asst now 
have baoona keenly aware that th* orosa-fir. - to which ha waa again 
ftubjootod - oaiaa fra* at looat one of three heavy cruiser. . 

warden his starboard quarter and fro* one or wore eiuisor* or da.troy.ra 
j^riag northward on hi* port quarter. Ha waa ©ought batwom ***** What 
should ha dot 

B* knew, cf ©oars., that tha ▼ I RCa ni RS wan fairly aloe, on tha port 
wd and that th© ASTORIA, whioh *J * hia rtarboard hand, waa in a 

. . . „ fc v. _a _u> t. W. V. i? nnf 4ma St A CArll.P. M .#•* 

«na*j -^sna vo vn* njB*» »* ---~~ - _.,_ 

rUlisi r sum that th© TTROWKS Group wm no longer a nanauvarabla 
croup. wa. ce dle^*mi*©d that aaoh Coanendlng Off! oar waa foreed 
to fight nia ship lndopwuWntly. B© a»«t hrve rvallMd al.o that, should 
to «£nwor to *Iv» my radical ohanga of aewrsa, 

t© th© right) ha night place hie ship i* nor© Joopnrdy tbsa it was in at 
present, Thar# waa not only tha possibility of (T****®'*. 

TtICBStt if ha turned t© the left and with tha ASTORIA if ha turned ta 
the right), hut the? * waa also tha probability that, for a tine at laaat, 
ho would present an ©mb battar target to th. Japan#.#. B» thorafora 
aspaara to hara dc*ldad that ho world stoar a ©oursa eoaaawfcat parall** ta 
Siswon traak of both Japanaaa Group#. As hie spoad w only ***** 
fifteen knot, at this tina and ae ha w»*t ha w* bad a rhaiH«nabl# «f 

tha spaad of tho two Japan**® group. - i*«*. tw#nty-«la toata « ho 

*“%rltt«wi lta&53^j&^ tC 5rrv», W^7“^ 

Defanaa Qffie.r, 3'JIWCY. _ 
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probably fslt that while th*y were passing ^ QUIFCY m both sid*' be 
would sail hi* ship dearly. This cxpUUa hi* order to bis Fir# Control 
Officer* "Vo are going through the middle* (or between then**)* 0ir* 
few belli" 

About 020S th* QUIFCY flr*d hsr second ■min fev.-T-ary salvo (the first 
to starboard) from turrets I end II at a target to to* southeastward* The 
QUIXCY' s target for this salvo is identified as the A02\« sinoe it ess th# 
left-hand ship*** snd eino* it had two sear*hll£rb* trained oa the 
QOJFCT.**** Tbs AO BA's searohlight was tan**d off before this salvo land¬ 
ed, so the 8potter reported no observation*****i but this salvo was noted 
by one observer who thought it was over in range.****** 

At about 0204, the QUIFCY was hit on the port side by at least two 
torpedoes* Tbs YMTRYU had fired her torpedoes at the QUIFCY at 0202/****** 
and they obviously had rw' at fifty knots to have oovered tho diatanoe ef 
about 5000 yards in two nlnutos. One of these torpedoes hit the QUIFCY 
in the vicinity of the Central station and the I.C. Room* the other in the 
violnlty »f the after two firemans. The latter torpedo knocked out of 
ooMalasion fireroosu Inabar Three and lumber Four and killed all personnel 
therein. Concurrently, enemy gunfire was taking its toll on the QUIFCY and 
hsr forward two turrets were resolving hits from both the starboard and 
port aid**. 

About this tine, the QUIFCY was abls to nake out th* score* of enemy 
salves on the port hand. She oould plainly saa the ships of tbs Japanese 
Western Qroup passing her at ranges of from 2000 to 3000 yards, firing 
vigorously at her and scoring natty hits.*' ****** One of thsse hits, ufeioh 


' r • WriiVir* ndatii by fc.J. KrryT Wo7 - J Control 

Talker ^ ^.ptain's (JA)~ Circuit, QUIFCY• 

** Action Report; -QUIICY, Ingagsmeut homing August 9th, 1042, off 
<* « . <. a- i .»« »«» . i t.t* w tI’ d* h.S. Hsaebermr- U3S Senior surrti'* 
ing Officer, Serial CAS9/Ai«-3(004)hme. August 18th, 1942. 

*** Written Statusest August 21st, 1942, by Lt. R.J« Ovyum, USB, Air 
Defense Offleer, QUIFCY. 

**** CSUDIY S Detailed Battle Report #6, Solomons Baval Action August 
7 th-10th, 1942, WDC Document 180997 and Written Statement August 
10th, 1942 of Captain W.P. Baker, USMC, QUIFCY. 

***** Written Statement August 10th, 1942, by Lt.(jg) 2.8. Hopkini , ’H8F 
Spot I Officer, QUIFCY and Written Statement August 10th, 1942 
by Lt.(jg) 2.L. Xaatpf, AV(«), USSR, QUIFCY. 

****** Written Statement undated by Ensign 2.F. Shannon, Jr., USB, For¬ 
ward 1*1 Control Offleer, QUIFCY, and Written Ststsmsnt August 
10th, 1942, by Lt.(jg) B.L. Kempf, AY(l), USSR, QUIFCY. 

Records CaUDlV 18, August 9th, 1942, WDC Dooument 160984. 

.*•*•**• Written Ststsmsnt August X >th, 1942, by Lt.(jg) J.C. S*ith, Jr., 
U8K, Spot II Officer, QUIFCY. 
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Ut«r affoeted the woatrol of th* ship, disabled Battle II.# Too TWRTU’s 
gmfire ana ihlfltd fm the QDI1CT at C204& to the WILSQH, to that tin* 
qUIICT tha f w ftw* was <iily engaged to starboard. 

The QUESCY fend loot si^it of tbo AOBA, bar targot for tbo seoovid sola 
battery n1t 0| tot shortly oftor 0*04 sba observed another s«t of seersb- 
11 gluts farther aft on tor starboard quarter to tha southeast. 8bo trained 
m this tar got) and at CttOt fired bar third (and last) wai* battary sales, 
engleylng tbo six fans of hor forward two turrets. Ooo offioor obsorror 
followed tbs traoors of those shalls la flight sad oaw than go vty oloso 
to an a wgj i ship, noted snok# rising up through tbo socrshllgbt boas of tbo 
latter, sad folt sure that tbo ^TJIRCY bad gst a hit.** A sooond offioor 
observed m snowy <na eer burst into flsssoc on tbo QUIlCT's starboard 
fuurtsr, silhouetting soother m«my oraisor olosor to tbo QUIUCT en tbo 
sons kauring.*** 

Japanese rooords r evwa i that only era ship of the lantern Group we* 
hit at Of05 - tbo CBOKAI* Two 8-lmoh shells bad bit just aft of tbo 
CNQKM's bridge is the Flag Plot of Cenautade.,* Cruiser Faroe, killed thirty 
p oo t pd burned all the sharts there.e*** Another 6~i»oh shell bad bit soar 
the aviation •rone. Thoco bits wight possibly bars ooato either fron the 
QWWf or fro* tbo ASTORIA, sine# they wore the snly Allied erulsors that 
wire >*iriag dorlaf this phase of the aetisn. However, tbo ASTORIA* s rang# 
settings had boor warkodly abort and, at 0505, hor loft turn had brought 
eer forward turret* to their liwlt of train so that she bad wowsntarily 
« eased firing. Tbs hit on the CBQK5I therefore wust hare oowo tram tbo 
$\JHCY. 

It is probable, then, that the two young officers in th# QUHfCY, 
inoxporloasod aa they war# in night surfaoo spotting, had unwistakably 
wl tree sod the hit on the CBOKAI, and had oorrootly uttributod it to the 
aimer*■ last salve. It is probable that tbo olosor cruiser that me. 
silhouetted in two glairs ox tbo explosion was m* of tbo ships of CREDIT 
RXX 0 west likely tbs KAKO. lot only do those statements add to tbo 
sweating indioatione that tbo okmai bad fallen behind, bat the letter*** 
(Use reveals that tbo ttraekf «ss now to tbo eastward of C8UBXY SIX* 


“ r * eaeuV August lo&, 1$4£, by tt.( jg) J.C* ftoitK, Jr,, 

mu. Spot II Offioor, QOlKCYo 

•• Written Statonsnt undated by laeiga S.F. Shannon, Jr., US1, For¬ 
ward 1*1 Control Offioor, QCHCY. 

♦a* Written Statonsnt ingust 10th, 1048, by Mnsigs Ferry Roberts, A»Y 

(s), wans, QUivcYe 

**** Har Diary 5th Ploot, August 7th-10th, 1842, CIO Doounsnt 74633, 
Hay Itth, 1847, and USSBS interrogation Xav.Yo. 106, Yol. II, 
Interrogation of Japanese Officials, Interrogation of Captain 
foahlkacu Qhaae, IJI, paga 472* 







At about 0206, an many ssl^o from tha AOBA struck tha starboard 
•Ida of tha QUIHCY * a bridge and "oleared out tha pilot house"®* All 
personnel waro killed azoapt tha Comnanding Offioar oho was mortally 
wounded®** Tha Junior Off 1 ear-of~th«-Pwo>- entered tha pilot houaa and 
vaa dlraotad by tha Commanding Offioar, aa tha lattar oollapaad baaida 
tha steering oontrola, to "transfer ooctroi to Batt III* Tha Junior 
OffiQ*r-of~the-Deok thought that tha Commanding Offioar had diad at thia 
*».*ent.** Thia maw incorrect. About thia time a sig n al m an also ant a rad 
t?v» pilot houaa from tha opan bridgs and took ewr tha ah®*!®*'’** 

Unfortunately, Battle II had bean destroyed so** minutes before, but 
this fact mas not knomn on tha bridga® Tha Junior Offlc#r»of*ths*Deei, 
finding himself unabla to oossaunloate from tha demolished bridga, attempt¬ 
ed to find a talaphona in commission to carry out hia Captain's last 
orders® 

Con our rant ly with othar hits from tha starboard wide at 0206, tha 
QUIHCY*a turret I mas hit in tha barbette in may of tha shall daok,**** 
end mas daamged to tha aztamt that It oould not fire,***** after which i* 
mas hit in tha gun chamber and again in tha booth®***** It war. than 
abandonad beoauaa of tha flamaa and tha failure of tha sprinkling systsort**** 

Turret II was struck, probably near tha top of tha barbette® Flames 
from burning ammunition extended outside tha turrst and plaoed turret II 
out of aotion®***** 


Tha shells striking the QUIHCY at this time knocked out her fire 
control stations, destroyed all communication*, sad generally made her 
armament unusable® 


ii wiv A01UIUJ& 'mv*m 


*-■ -a-AWm 1 mA4> A#% m«m4 si AaI 1 4 AVI «4^ll 

W«IIU<IU^ w VMW am* o arms ~ *-- 


the QUIHCY® The nearness of oollision seams to hare pasted unnoticed by 
the resoonslbls officers U tbs QUIHCY, sinos thsre is rc comment on it 
in ar.y of tha statement* of tha QUIHCY*s surriwors. It is prabcble that 
the QUIHCY*s personnel were too engrossed in their cm internal diffi¬ 
culties at this tins to noties external matters o/ar ahloh they had no 
control® 


* Written Statement August 10th, -9427 ky I*t® F,&* Aldridge, Wife« 

QUIHCY® 

*«* "Written Statement August 10th, 1942 by Lt t (.Jg) J®H* Use, U8I&, 
Junior Offloer-of-ths-Ueok^, QUIHCY* 

«*• Written Statement August 16th® 1942, by LCdr# J,U® Andrew® UBH, 
Assistai t Gunnery Officer, QUIHCY® 

***• I*ss in Action YIMCIRH38, QJIHCt, ASTORIA, Battle of 8am Island, 
August 9th, 1942, War Quags Report #<£9, HaeShipe 29(874)® Bureau 
of 8hips, fary Cepartment, June 12th, 1945® 

***** Wrlttsn Statement August 9th, 1942, by Cmnolly, 6TC, Turret I, 
QUIHCY® 
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th . -srs:irs zrzz i=4- 
sjrrS"-*- -- ^ sr^ * 

to ab«id»* tho uftor «nfl»« r *®*' tlfv t]kl fnmrti sngla* root* of tho 

tho aftor me J“* on^oidorod th. foriord r««Uio roo» 

s.riovwn..* of tho .Ration» « ^ » 0 rcfci«'iod to oporato *• 

abandoned, with th. r.«ult that t 0 • tirmr9vm Mr* xi»l »o~ 

th. .hip .lowly wt4tr w»* lookini in throng* 

^..ITth, (lr. ^ of th.t ~m* *• “* 

list of th. .hip* 

Th, nuns' »'«, Ins, for •> th. 8OTICT — .....mod. toJM W •“J* 14 * 4 * 

'£%*** Ufmltt-hr. 

^ ^ rv'i ? tuf-rot II whloh ho. duff osrod on Internal .h.ll hit 

At .bout 0212, turr.x . . . _ »kt th* 3xo*utir* 

sssi.’Ssr.S™^“«~“*rs sts/sr- 
sr-s 

and forood th. abandonnont of tte. lookout .*4 1 »!-*»«* 
atop th* bridgo. 

... .tout OSU -*-— theoo flr,o had autoid.d, tho ftnaorf . 

-as sarsasr 

Th* ot#,rwsor — o op)n*io« r^Htld that th. Oononndlnf Offlow 

ITmh tdlu qttl(ltio«od» th* SWriMJl F* _ , _J ^d.k ««. four ni l.. 

had ia*truov4« tw ~~— *r»<r*al >m to *tarr«uro* 

distant on th. port ■^tr.iohtni.d^p and thou, "lttoat 

It thlo tin. th. c««ndlnt ^ fll ^J k „ thoiifb dim*.”**' 

h.rtnj ott.rod any “^rtor t. ohlft of^, n.nbr.1 

SMTEii- Sottl. I! - Ml-« to h. .1,- oat. 

Th. ordor of th. “r^LTh « 

sound. But hi. ordor «*. flow ^ vi'^ri-owt hold <» 

to utoothor th. dllio. would *•***• !LI!!t i Ja^M ? *uoo*e. 1» this ni*ht 
fulagi-Oooduloanul - 1* of th* oridoat Jsp.no.* *u*o.o. 

ga » ®EJKCRT5HT»r. 

AStoalAr to Co—MLdinj t fc l SSll»£ , iildt 9th. If4* e off 0««iel- 
** motion QUI*CT» om.*r, 

•oral I.laud by LCdr. H.B. »on*».r^r, «», 

8. rial G49»/Al«~S/(0O4)l»» *f Auguot * 94 ?* W| 

«•* Written. Stat*o*nt A»jp«at 16th 0 194&, by LCdr. J. • 

Assistant Ovmaory Offioor. QUItCY. 
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bettla, It. tharoforw imm pertinent to point out that, la ordering a 
•hip haaahsd, • Cowmudiwg Offioar must b# an sure a/? hunaniy pooaibT* 
tliat the whip will not than fall into acaay hands, On the oth®r hand, 
ha should neka ovary af.Cort to sav* hi* ship by th« prosecution of danage 
control Measures with tha utmost energy and tsnaoity, avna if at* night 
later hare to ba scuttled to prevent th© enmy fro* capturing bar* 

fb» Assistant Gunnery Offioar, having observed tha Cownanding Offl- 
oar’s death and having learned of hia final ordaro, thaa reported these 
facts to tha Gunnery Officer, 

Tha situation In tha QT7IMCY a* regards ©cauuund was now in uttor 
oonfu'ilon, for sh* mt without a Conner ding Office* who tju in faot exer¬ 
cising oOKaaand* Consequently, thara was no ovar-all direction, Th* 

Gunnsry Off!oar did not consider that ha was in coomandt and sLioa ha was 
tha Junior Head of Department and was therefore fifth in rank below tha 
Captain, he fait that scssa of hia seniors wara still olive. In this 
O' iniorv ba appaars to be/re basn oorraot, for is evens clear that tha 
D*»tga Control Offioar and tha Engineer Offioar wara atiP at thair battle 
stations. Mo information is available concerning the Ex^utive Officer. 

Tha Gunnery Offioar tharafora correctly continued t-> operat* aa tha 
Gunnery Officer. Whether ha wade any attanpt to discover wro now ms tha 
Conaending Officer and to ascertain his orders; or whether, owing to fires 
an’ danage, ha found it impossible to do so is not olaar* Eowavar, it (HU 
wisa to point out that in onset of this natura in which oonaand iwolveu 
upon a subordinate„ ovary effort rust ba wada to infons that offioar of 
hit suooasslon to oenmand, A ease in point ia that of tha h»\nvlag and 
listing CJiBkRRA at 0146, wbarain the Bxacutiw. offioar uss notlflad that 
tha Captain mu down, and he t w a d lataly aesuaad oosnand of tha ship. 

Tha Qunnary Offioar, now realising that it wight ba necessary to 
abandon ship, gave ordara to t*e gunnery par senna 1 to prapara to abandon 

jaVs4 p THm •> aprw w» wb i_ 4 1 wr ^ n^ rt pnd fS AQ AA4I AIM* 

At OUl® tha QUISCT suffarad a torpodo hit on hr starboard *id# bale* 
&>ineh gpn Wtuabar Tbras, A graat blast of stoaw eseapad from tha forward 
snokepipe at this tint and tha stem pressure droppad to 160 pounds par 
aq-tara Inch. Soon after this, tha lovwl of salt an tar in Vwbsr Two fira» 
rocss ro*» to tha firebox of fuwbar Throa hollar and it was found naeesaary 
to aaouro this boiler also. A* a consequence, tha QUISCi gradually slowed 
dean as tha rasiatano* of tha m overeacs har aosabau 

By 0*16, tha Japanese fiastam Group had oaaaad tha angagww©nt and 
were withdrawing. Tha QUlICY’s firwreaae war# all inoperative and aha lay 
helplessly in tha water, listing heavily to part sad inking by the bow, 

Shi had not only suffarad heavy Material, daw* go bat had suffered by far tha 
heaviest personnel casualties sustained by any of the Allied ships in this 
night action. Her surviving personnel wars concentrating all thair energy 
at this tins on the tedious business of papering to Abandon shin. 
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At OttO, the QUISCY -mo Wring CMJT°(T) distant 12,000 yanla from the 
«cnt>r 0 / fnw Iilud «id «• drifting to a position that wa (bout 2*00 
yards frca Uw E1U0ASA u the latter passed bar abeam to port. 

(a) ACT!(** BY ASTORIA 

At 0*00 tfc* Cowntndlng Offlcor, ASTORIA was *mn&ag aanraa to tho 
ri^t in order to oloar tho qUUCT'* lino of fir*. Ha planned than, m 
soon aa well clear, to change sours* to that loft to amtiaaa tha action 
with tha Japanese Baetrvn droop on hit port hand tv*m hi* propor position 
in fonawtlecu* Ha did not display any tawwlodge of tho presence of tho 
Japwaaao Hast# no Or cup, although tha QtOTCTT had actually firad at that 
group. 


Tho ASTORIA was now undergoing a aoware ohalleagaj for she, as tho 
roar ship of tha TTICOTBS Group, draw tho eoneantrated firs of tho AO BA. 
SAXO, and CUTOOA&A as those eneny ships arossod tho "Too". To oppose tho 
mtmj fire, tho ASTORIA was firing cnly with tho psi of her twrrot 111. 
Her guts dock, port and starboard, was completely on flre» and all tho 
6-lnoh guns of tho secondary battery wore out of action with the exception 
of 9m Author One. Tho entire wall dock and hangar wars a aui of flsuaas. 
Turret I ana out of action, and twrrot II was swinging around to star- 
hoard to pick up a target and to continue tho sngagsnent.* 

At 0200, tha ASTORIA fired her oighth silvo - a throe-gas salwo from 
turret III - at her target, tho CBOIAI, on a relative bearing of about 
170 degrees with a range sotting of about 9000 yards•** This firing range 
was far abort of the actual, which works out to bo 6600 yards froai tho 
plot in l&agran *H". This salvo, of course, aissod. 

Tha ASTORIA was hit at 0201*** by shells which were probably fired 
by tho AORA.**** At this saws tlas, tha ASTORIA succeeded in brining 
t» r .mtroiiiB. ai rooter and turrai II into >«tlw and fired a 

six-gun ealv© (bar ninth) at an snowy cruiser on a relative bearing of 
,0* -.i% 160 degrees using a firing range of about 4900 yards.** Sinoo tho 
ra&WAI was cut of tho enpigwaont tswporarlly at this tiao wsd sewaowhat 
farther in range the* tho nearest ship, tho AORA, it la probable that tbs 
ASTORIA* s target at this tlM was tha AORA. The actual range to tho ADBA 
at 0201, as derived fro* Diagram "H", was about 7900 yards. 


-rXSUim fcepo A, A8N*U. 'Util's STSE^il iTand, SerM lPS7/A164i/ 

(00900) August 9th, 1942. 

♦ * Latter August 18th, 1942, froa LCdr. W.H. Truasdall, IBS. Ghumary 
Officer, ASTORIA, to Cbm lading Officer Concerning Wig^t Cruiser 
Action, August 9th, 1942. 

... War Mary 8th Fleet, August 7th-10tb. 1942, CIO Document 746*0. 
May 12th, 1947. 

*,«* CRODIV 6 Dot Ailed Battle Report #6, Solomon* Pavml Action, August 
7tb-10th, 1942, HOC Document 160997, Juno 27th, 1947. 










Tb* wry narked discrepancy b#t»MQ Um •*tl*«t*v3 ranges (that the 
ASTORIA used on bar MOMiiln iiilwi taring th*»* wd the actual 

range* (a* they bare been darirvd Iron the plotting analysis in tHagr** 

■W*) bw iipoMd a problem of reeaneilietlen between those to© set* of 

ranges. 

m retrospeet, it is raealled that ths estlnated ran** of 8600 yard* 
Mployod on the first salvo fired at 01M»* at tho tin* of tho 
ASTORIA*s initial radar rang* of 7000 yards.* This estlnated range *** 
txn plied to tho Mark Till rang* keeper in tho Plotting Roan.** Tho rani* 
e siting of 6700 yards nas used on tho second 8-iaoh salvo firod a minute 
latere- tho vary *«•* tins that tho storoo range finder ran* of 6800 
yards aas ototaiaod. In visa ®f ths fast that 6800 yards no* tho first 
mono received by tho Orapfel* Plotting Officer,*** it is litosly that the 
radar rang* of 7000 yards had eevwr boon applied to tho solution la tho 
rlottiag lees, Tho next rang# resolved in tho Plotting Moon about a 
ninuto labor (that is, st 0164) nas 8700 yard*,*** ahish nas 900 yards 
abort of tho sstasl. 

Aftor tho ARTOXIA m hit at 0166, sho obtained ao »om radar rang*#, 
and nas unsbls to rangs visually because tho Japan*a* tumod off tholr 
seerekllghto at this tine. It is probable than, that sho had insufficient 
raagos to oorrootly solve ths range rat*. Tho ASTORIA quit# plausibly 
fsli that tho Japanose Msstora Oreup nas closing nor at a nor* rapid 
rate than would actually moult fron tho mlativo no ran ant of tho oss^y 
on th* base sours* of 069 (T).**** Thor* is n* documentation **%*o<*T*r 
of nay deviation by CCMCW01T SIR fr*m this eeura* until h* turned left 
to 000 (T) at 0100.***** The plot shout in Idegns "H" is therefor* 
believed to be reasonably correct. 

Returning non to the battle narrative, at OiOl the ASTORIA nas still 

interposed in th* QUUCT'a line of fir* to starboard.****** It was 

V . * . . . . . . _ 4_L. * .k. nfftnmr. 

ariMlpsiiT vo avoid uui very »it»nM i.iiw »«•* «*» ^---* 

ASTORIA had node tho radioal ehango of eeurs® to th* right at 0200, but a* 

hid suoeeeded only in continuing to foul the range. S* oould not have 


- ♦ LeiUr It^ sVUU*. \U1, fron Kdr. W.H. truesAell, flST^Saery 

Officer„ ASTORIA to On unending Officer Conooming Right Cruiser 
Action August 9th, 1942. 

** Written Statement August 19th, 1842, by Lt.(jg) D.S. Mars vita, TBW, 
Plotting Room Officer. ASTORIA. 

•** Written gta’t.ewsnt August ISth, 1942, by &&aigp Rogers. TRJSR, 

Oraphis Plotting Offioer, QUIICT. 

«.r>. fMary 8th fleet, August Tth-lOtb, 1942, CIO Dooment T46S&, 

May 12th, 1947. 

***** CRTOIT 0 uetailftd Battle Report $6, Solonon* Marti Action August 
Ytb»10th» 1942, WDC Domssent 160997, June 27th, 1947. 

• •**•• Written Statement August 21st, 1942 hy Lt. I.J. Ovrun, OBR, QUIRCT 
.nit interview August 24th, 1949 of Captain H.B. Haneberger, TRW, 
by Coane&er* R.9. Bata* r 082,(Ret.). 






„ .. intention of the Command lrtp; Officer, 

SSEi oaoo. 

“«=r^.Tr»4 w ’—— 1 - d 

without proper group leadership and direction. 

At 0202 th. ASTORIA »• hit «“ .t.rbo.ri ** d * " f 
•truetur.. by .h.U.^jS^fSKr*Sd th. bottom-. 

s?« r-™ r. siia £ r f-—<■ssr t urs. 

weunded.* The ship continued ' r #oao rwm „d* and she 

CoHMtndinc Officer had in ^?* 0 ! b0 ;\ r t Th( j bridge ooumunioatlona w®r® 
steadied on a course of about 04b<HT)* The oriage o 

seriously impaired by thie hit. 

About this time ‘larder fo^fl^sp^ftwenty-fi^e 

because of battle demage, ^ , Min steaa line.*** Itofor- 

One and Three had nerer been out in on th® ***? A3T0RXA merely required 
Snately. the boiler readiness Itae ^thin 

the etendby boiler, to be ready to out in ^realistic, to 

flftesc. minute#. Such a ^a* of * commanding Officer's lack of 

:: r- 

sss t^rrt s sms/st -« - - - - 

1lie, or would haw been on shorter notice. 

- t .bout 0202. th. ASTORIA'S lone 5-inch gpn ope»*d fir®.**®* 

DbTlb, th. period 0200 to 0202. 

ssr.nssrss: , s^^^*£jrsrsscr 
ars-r rrr ~ sus" - Q —•—«- 

of the SAAO and CRUOASA. 

... sus.12 “ 


——««hu o t u*rrsu*. wui tsvr/kii-i/ 

.. « 4 “Sio. 2 ^ *>— s ~ ’*'*"• "* 

... ssr^ 1942. 

Offlo.r. ASTORIA, to Co—ndlhJ Offlo-r COh0.mlo» 
th. to —J About 0200. Au*utt »th,19t2. P*P *• aP37/aI«-»/ 

.... Aotlon B.port ASTORIA, tottl. of S.« 1.1-d, S.rt.A at 
( 0060C) August 20th, 1942, page 1'* 
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>a ^ipw agfga » » 


P *n*tratien thro.>gfc th* .hip iiwUwwS that thi* «alw * 

relative bearing of 180°, th« firing »bip «s»*t have bean th* 1IHTJQA*A# 
•/hi. mIt**', in ed.'.ttiaa to other damage, hit #»d ig#it«4 * kwr«»«»oJtonk 
on th# well deck. Th# h#uvy blaok >»V* fir«* thi* fir#. •*** 
saoXc from th# hangar fir##, entered th# #ft#r m»rin# room *w* foro^l th# 
er sw th«r# to s.our*. Th# after effiglna. hi* b#en making relation# fbr 
thlrtesn knot., K:t th# .hip t«w commenced alewing * 


At thi. Mr-* tin# th. ASTOhIA firod h#x tenth 4#lv© fron f*i## *#»» 
of turr#ts II and III with * rang* .e#t«*g of ##^ *«00 y#rd..* 
s#lw was directed #t th# ADR* which eaa no# ***** h«r ^#rh##rd 

beam (relative bearing 095°) #t # r#»*» ©f ***>“* «900 yards. Tt» r*ng# 
setting used by th# ASTCttJJ ■#* #. bofor# far ehort of th# aetual, an* 
th# ASTOkli, th#r#for#, had not a. y#t obtained any hit*. 


At about 0*04 the ASTORIA’• fir#, had di#d down sufficiently to 
rouuiro th# #n#my to illuminate h*r again. Th# CHOXAI - which had r#au#^ 
th# #»jap»«t at that tin# - turn*! h#r aoere Wight# an th# ASTORIA and 
opened fir#. Tho ASTORIA an## nor# e«m# und#r th# ©cnosmtTet## nr# rrem 
three .hip.. 8h# #aa heavily hit by Japan### #h#lla lAiah gil#B«wd 

#r*ok#d th# control statics#, and disrupted oenmmleations between 

stations* 


Th# op—and lag Off low no# l#arss>d that th# ASTORIA was in an #w« 
s*>r# .#ri.ua situation than before h#r rig^t tv .n at 0 tQo. H#r topaid#, 
already a thaMsi, ##* receiving nor# &*»*«* a® th# »«I 
on th# ship. Her engineering department had been a# .erlou.ly affected 
by exploding .halU, and by th# resultant fir#*, th-t her i spaad ~s 
markedly reduoed. B#r major granary installations, a ^opt for turrets 
tt and tti ; were p-notioelly all out of action. 


Thar# saj little th# Ccsenandiug Officer oould do about this aiturn* 
tlon. He could **# elearly that 5 ? h# continued on th# i«n oour.#, >»• 
vould el©*# th# Japan**# Ba*t#m Group ^ii«h raa now moving i* a north¬ 
erly direction, cad that a steady oour*# a*d« hi* ship a sueaeptiba# 
torpedo target, H* decided to carry out his previous decision to turn 
ba^to the left, one# h# had clear#* th# QUDSCY’s 3l»# ©f fir©* *«* 
pv* th# order for thi* trim to th# l#rt at about 0*04. 


As th* ASTORIA swung left her forwrd director and turret II ¥ ‘©©°d" 
.4 the licit of train, but turret III end th# after anin battery director 
remained c© th# target as it* -earing passed through th# #t«*a to the 
port quarter. 

At 0*04 th# ASTOHIA** lumber Ore l.A-lmeh wovat firm* 
rowxd* at a ship bearing 098© relative at an estimated rang# of 4000 


o 


C g u S nSik , \ M t from IcAr. ^¥.‘~f^SS3SIir 

Officer, ASTOHIA to Commanding Officer Como#reing liffht Creiser Aetiom, 
August 9th, 1942.» 






yr.rda.* Her target was the leading Japanese oruieer, the AObA. at an 
Iotue.1 range of 8000 yard*. A portion of the 20 -ailli*eter battery ale° 
opened fire at thia tine. The range wao satisfactory forthe I* 1 "**** 
jJa, (maximal range 7526 yard*), but it w. / not aatiafeotory for the 
20»milllm*ter guna (maximum range 4754 yards). 

At about 0206, the 1.1-inoh movnte on the after deck (Humber Three 
and lumber Four *o*t.) fired on the eearcldig^t of a 

board quarter at an eetimatad range of 6.000 yard*.** Thl * f 

probably the AO BA - the nearest Japeneee oruieer - at an 
6600 yard*. The AO BA aoknowledgad raoeiving 'Whine hit* f 1 h * r 
Humber" 1 'Two torpedo mo*»t.**, Ho other ehipe of lSRUTOV SIX “J 

maohine gun hits Wtsoever. The ASTORIA* a Humber Three 1-1-ineh mount 
expended 400 round.** and her Humber Hour 1.1-inoh wnat #ft 

round*••*** Check fir* w» then ordered beoauee -Ja the ASTORIA « 
turn - the target mo Ted to a r el at ire bearing of 200° and the after . .1- 
ineh mount* oould no longer bear on it*** 

At about 0207, the ASTORIA fired her eleventh 8-ineh salve from the 
three nm. of turret III with a range setting of 4700 yard* . 
oruieer bearing 200° relative.***** It la probable that the ASJORIA * 
target was the GHTTOASA., but the error in renge assured that thi* salvo 
mould fall abort. Thia sa?v* waa the laat iirector-oontrollad 
from the ASTORIA. Propitiously, the enemy *ir* eleotamsd. What a 
relief this -uat have been for the ASTORIA'fl crew* Th*y\ 
to aee only destruction before them, bat now perhaps they mi^it be able 
to bring thaasaelvse end their ahip through. Thia idea waa appropriately 
expressed by the ASTORIA* § Ounnery Of floe r W stated, 

•Why the «n«ny did not oompletely deatroy the ASTORIA that ulght is 
a mystery to me aa we had oeaaed firing, but for aoma raaacn they with- 

_ _ _ *. et A.a_ — ^ 1 W*eA**i 


Ai>« 


snd dia not; * 


in xor wuv au4« 


Thia reflective observation of the Ounnery Officer, ASTORIA i* 

.Utoul writ. K>r, tat owwotor Ctaiwr f»ro. tad » *fuitad 

of hla battle objective, he woulc never have permitted the three Alii- 
oLiaerrSre^in afloit bat wou.d have inaured their deatruotionprior 
to hie departure from the area. TJ.S. lavy dootrine at thia tin* etated 

* ^riHaa Statasumt August ifciSi, Itlffiy Lt.(Jgj Alair, l A!k. 

Battery Offieer, 1*1 Director I, ASTORIA. ___ t t 

*. written Sta te me n t undated by Lt.(Jg) V.J. Chat*lain, U$X2, 1.1 

mounts Aft, A8TRIA. _ ___ 

•*• Aotio* Reports treat Tabular Records of Japanese Cruieera, WDC 

Dooumeata 16C62S and #1407. 

**#* Written Statement undated by IXdr. 1.1. Bake field, UU, Air Bef 
Officer, ASTORIA. 

..... Better August 15th. 1*42, fram LCdr. W.H. TrueedeU. «*, Jtwmvrj 
Officer, ASTORIA be Cosoendlag Officer, Concerning li^tt Cruieet 
Aetia«i, Atjpst 9th, IMJ. 
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"Tiutory la aotion oaoe gained, *• rollowd ay to ^JJf** 1 *** * 

hilatioo of the enemy.”* It la presumed that Jas*»**• doctrine oo*taiaed 
ainilar annihilation prcviai®**. fbrtunatoly for the ASTORIA, her damage 
«u limited to that rweeivod from swamy pttfiro *»*<* had m>« p«a»vra'6od 
tha ahip below tho aeeoad deck. Although air torpodoaa had 
bmr by tho - four torpodoea at 0801 end two at 0206 - sumo had 

bar* 

At about 0206, tu» tho ASTORIA was aloofly turn tag to tho ** 

about nine knota, tho Commanding Offioor auddenly not^S that tho 
1» a gradual ri^st turn and with eanaidorabla way or, mac 
bow ffroKport to atarbeard. Bo avoided ooUialon by applying 
rwddar«** Ho porhapa realised that tba QUTJfCT *»» not under a ng 
control at this tins* aa aha ana ablate and waa not firing. 

As tho ASTORIA swung by tho QUISCT at about 0211, aha aWlod on 
oourae 166°(T). By 0213 sho bad rooolwad additional dmaglng hlta, in¬ 
cluding the loaa of atooring control on tho bridge. 6te» waa forsod 
•Sor from Control Station, and heeded on a ^ 

6ba was one# again illuminated at 0*14 thia tlna by tho EB05SA. ** 

0218 tho forward angina room bad loat all p»wor and had secured. Thia 
loft th* AS TOMA without amy motive powor sdiataowtwr. 

Tho Commanding Offioor, ASTORIA n«w waa foood with tho problem of 
aaaortalnlnc tho eombet effeotivwaeee of hia ahip. Ho taw, of oourao, 
tto* to tod no «tlt» potor, ttot hi. totlr. tcp.ll. of tto 
waa on fire? that his aeecnAery battery out 1 

waa out it notion bat that turrwfca II and III oeuld bo firod in looal 
control. Bhftt olao waa doatroyodt low hia Ounnory Officer roporjad on 

tho bridge} informed hi* that all of hia fir* controloquipm^ 

_. _ «nd •uccoatod that ho abandon 

tha bridge.** fhia report muat have eryatelllsed «» reaxxmy vW. « 
ha already auayoetod, hia combat effootivwnoea, to all intmata md 

ILouiUant. H. thoroforo, at 0216. f do~d *U par.onn.l. 
Including tho wounded, to move to the relatively undamaged foreoistlc. 

The Sxototive Officer meonwhilo had ordered all personnel, "hoc™!* ** 
no, to e.aanble aft on tho foxtail. Tbua. two grou/* of peraonael wove 
ataanblod - one on tho foroo&aitlo - tho other on th« fan bail. *• 
gro»a> knew of tho othar«a oxiatonoo, baeosaae of their aeparation by firoa 
whloh completely anvwloped tho ahip aaridshlpa. 

At thia time tho ASTORIA waa atill being illuminated by the KIIUOASA’ a 
eaarohllght, probably for the purpoae of aaeertaining the extent of 
daaatga ainoo the HHTOA3A haul ooaaad firing. The ASTORIA waaablo to g 
offone last aalro fro* bar turret II which firod in looal control. The 

»w; wftjs: om.r^r ^ti^, 

*. A^tion^port, ASTORIA, Battle of Save Ialand, Serial AP37/A16-S/ 

(00600) Awguat 20th, 1642. 
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( 4 ) igficg rr H«ui 
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possibly to oloss his can oniis®r*i, sad increased spssd to shout twenty- 
tiv* hoots* Bo continued «a this oours* and spssd imtil about 0206, shea 
hs sighted the TlffCMTHB and ths QTJUfCY bei-g illuminated by searchlight 
frao ths east.* Is than dsoldsd to p*os betwern them and therefore ohanged 
sours* to about »Cfl°(T) to aooaaplish this. H* noted* at this tine, that 
ths QUIRCY appeared to bo stopped and to have suffered hoary damage.* »«• 
sa« not stopped but was cloving down somewhat, baring bom torpedoed by 
ths TIB RYU but a moment before* Ho also noted that tho VIHCKfNBS had 
turned around. 

At about u?08 tho HELM narrowly missed colliding with tho IfILSOH *** 
vhieh was dots aboard to ths westward, although ho did not know It. Such 
a look of attention on tho part of tho bridge and gunnery personnal is not 
indi catiro of a smart oosunmd. 

At about 0210 tho HELM roosirod a dispatch fro* CTO 62.6 directing 
all destroyers not in sontaot with tho enemy to eeuo-mtmte on hia north¬ 
west of tho transport groups. For sows unexplained reason bhia message 
was not delirored to the Contending Officer until ioa* tins later.* Tha 
result of this was that ths Commanding Officer, HX1M, haring no other 
orders and aindful of tho fact that he had not carried out hf.o astlgped 
task to attack with torpedoes, doolded to rmaln in thw rioinity of to* 
Group Co gmad er. Be had observed asverml enemy salros falling nearby and 
ho d*sl red to locate the source of tho mssty jalfca.f 


It is judged to have been about this time (0210) that h© received a 
YB 6 radio message fro* CCMDBSBIY 8EV1S dirooting all doatreyera^t© con¬ 
centrate north of Save Island. H» therefore changed court* to S16»(Tj. 

At the asms time he decldsd to open fire on xa enemy eoerohligit, which 
analysis disoloces m* probably that being ployed by the FlXuYAIA in 
the Western Group. Bowever, before ho oould open fire, the search-Ugpt 
t )£4 extinguished and thereafter the HELM had no point of aim.* 

-As the q? T* was proceeding on course 516® (T) at 0216 she observed to 

tha northwestward a ship illxadnated and some firing. This ship wasi the 
SAim TALSOT ahioli wac being illuminated by the TSIRYU. The Oeenanding 
Officer lseaediAtely inoreaeed speed to thirty knot*** and proceeded o* 
a heading of about 280°(T) to iavestlgoto. 

At 0220, the HELM was boaring 004®(T), distant 1C,000 yards fro* the 
center of Save Island. 


August ®th, 1042, Serial H»0e/Al«?-«/(m), Aagust 14th, 1»42. 
ee Action Report, WIL3CM. Action Against Basmy Surface Ships off Save 
Island, ^ight ef August Sth-Pth, IMS, 8 orlal 006 , Angxtf 20 , 

1942. 
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(•) ACT!CBS jg. IPJLflCB 

At 0200. th® TJIL8CR, which wa® ntm faring roughly 2R0°(T) di«t*at 

.,»»t JsSfyirti f«- Tncnnns. f.»»d *; *«* 

tavm to C40®(T^ In ord®r to aaintoin f r apprcodnato station c* tf 
t^ .L. tl« tc bris. h.r krtfr, to b«r on tb. 

Bast am Oroup. it 0204 tf WTi^C* ®toadiod on f r now owr**. 

n* WTL&M ahiftod h«r fir* fra® tb® KAXO to th* MO BA, *hi«b 
th. -.4 ». »•!»* ••orohllgbt m«taatt«. Th. 

muo* micteJUiia obtalBin* a .«*•«.«. Iln4.r 

for th« ran«o sf o*pley*d ~ WOO yard***- i» approglnafly *«nfir**d 
th* rangTof 9600 yard® A*rirwd in th* plotting ®naly®i® and horn by 

Diugmn "H" • 

At thl. tl- .h. aaa fl«4 o« bp th. TTOTO of tb. «Mt.r» «»»?•••• 
Th. Wliaai ~ff.rW ao d«-p durlbt «» «tlrt “* 1 °****!°““* 

-r. .rtr.4 ~ ter at thl. tta.. <*— I*"*"* J*" 

mr, dwU. »w» hoar! paulnc alow ‘board, ■< «a. « ‘“J* a “ , 

„t.r . fw fort fr« th. .hip hat 414 aot «pl»4».* »*• 

that the mhOB w umbot* of th. pr..rt«* .f tb* t.8t.?a a. 

sid*r*d the near nit)** uer* *««ing fro* th* l*ot*r* Oroof. 

At 0208* tf U7JWB of *rwd a MOX8SBI Typ# d*®tr«y«r *n h«- •**£- 

board hew faring dm ® on a nllinic# cour®*.* *** ... ririlA 

Et MQNsxg Tyv* deatroyoro praannt with th* TU6BOKS Orowp. al ^ 

JU> 0r«,. J...1MT «. 0»~41»4 
Offioor. TOJB« thought tft th* SAX JUAH Oroup had r*infer**d hie *roup, 

SSS* 212..-«* bo thl. .ffjrt. 

mism i—fiafly **ao*d firing* c - «g*d oouro* to port by a 1^1 l®rt 
turn) and in*roac*d ®p**d to thirty fots to crold J* 

▼ory ondouo to ro oum fir*, ®o ao «*cn a* hio gan® *o«ld boar to 

.. . . _> » ■ - .a mmum Thl* fading ootabliofd, hi® 

o* out nwniim mum »** » »» w --- _ „., i _t.ivv. 

n«« oouroo a® about llO*(f). At thio tif tf ®**y — 

«u tf J8T08IA.* Tf WILK* of Id not ooo oitf r tf TOJCOT^or 
QTJISCrr both of ohioh omiuon fro binsing W ®J**^* I y 

duo to ion risibility foe*** both japan*** and Alliod ®hip* **ro «» 
•latently mablo to *10xt chip* nhioh uor* otf r»i®o f 11 within rig**- 

raafit 

At 0*10, f* WILSOIp onployinc an mmsy ®o«rohli|ht M * 
aim, roaonod fir* on th* Japan*** *a*tom Or#upiAi*h nwj :«*^' tlll 
port Land. By 021*. »h* notod tft only ««* ofny .aarohlight *n* otlll 

lUpo rl b' 

off Saw lalond, light huguat Sth^fth. l*d*, Sorlal 008, Anguat SOW* 

- Litton Statoncnt mdatod by Lt. OJU Hill, XM> fewutlw Offifr, 

WIL0OV, H&olo*urc (D) to Action Soport W1L80W. _ 

•a* Booordo CXOmY W } Jugnat Tth»«th, 1942, HDC fwwnt AB0994* 
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burning, 8b* ©bsarved that this aearohlight, which happened to b« on the 
CE0I1I, mi sweeping. T »- Cceemnding Officer, WILSOB considered tha, hi. 
•hip was th# object of the CHOKAI '• searoh because hla w *h* only Alll»l 
•hip whioh he could that mu firing.* 

Ih* WILSGR oontinusd firing at th* CBOKAX until 0216 mtm. the CHOIAI 
extinguished her searchlight* The Co-anding Officer. dlLSOI. thought 
that the hlLBOM's gunfire had knocked out th* Japan*** searchlights* 

Ibis was, of cour**, a wrong conclusion hut was a conclusion that *** 
dram during th* hattla by several oth*r Allied ship# under similar cir¬ 
cumstances. 

After ceasing fire the Coonandlng Officer, WILSO* did not observe *ny 
other Allied cruisers, and oontinued on toward* 3av© Island.* Hi* act.oaa 
in so doing are not understood, for although he was a© l onge r part of the 
•eremx (h vlng been released previously by Coemander TISCOTSB aswjp to 
attack thi Japanese Sastem Group) be did not knew this, end hadeon*Lnued 
to operate as a ©orssning destroyer. Therefore, we* it not * tt °“**“* 
him to ask his release of the Cuwaender TUCHfires Group or, failing ***_' 
of the Penier Coesaendlng Officer? A* he mekes no mentim of havtog don* 
so. it is pres—si that he failed t* do so. Iaetead, 

Save Island. Perhaps be thought that th* cruisers of Group 

bed been sunk or too serlouely disabled to b* ^1* to ®onti»»« Mtimi 
perhaps, having received no orders from Oow m nnde r VIICKWRa Group, he 
considered hSelf releaaed. tv— *o, *KT be head J** 

Would it not have been store 1 aoeord with doctrine to have trailed the 
Japanese fareas ead te have i vised the Offloer-ln-Taotleal i.mmand# as 
wellas CTP SI* C?P 6», CTP ^ and CMBOPAC ae to their opposition, 
eeurse and speed eo that those Co—ders *ight take necessary ** tl< ** 
a gains t than cm the narrow by ell weapons, sspeoially by air and su 

mariner 

About this tine, th* Co—endin g Officer, WILSOJ, reoeived » T» 
voice radio —css®*, apparently fr— th* 1A3LPB TALBOT, 

Japanese cruiser was standing out north of *avo Island, fl* Swedlat^y 
eonelwced that thi* message referred te the BILKM. * 

changed coarse to the south to avoid being fired on by friendly sh^o* 

he thought that 1% referred to the WILKS is mot eleer fjr ho uU 
Sew that a msmhsr ef Japsnoso orulsers («w> had 

to the north but a fow nlaatoe before, iino* tho 11X1*01 —s ^ 
pursuit off thee* ehipo but was merely hooding towards Save Island* the 
action of the Cs—ndlag Officer wa* t?xhapo wise. 


At OttO* th* WILBOB 
iter ef Save Island* 


hearing OSt^d), distent 0660 yard* fma the 









(f) ACTIOS IT cmcj&o 

MX otoo, t o CHICAGO wn* standing to **» w*otw®a-d <» «mra* 

*, w.*[ mi jnd juft oboiTtd tiw j» Mtioo b*tw« p®tirl»j 

M*rimn JAJWX8 tho J*p«ao*o to rtry r ‘cmSflO* 

•f 800*(T) At a di*t*n®o 14,000 yard®. Tb® &*&»&** 

^ fearooaod ®w^»d to oowont o ®* towt*,* ftli opvod, ** d stood a» toJ"* 
westward to in*o®ti^te thi* notion and to *ntor it if oo®a*i<» porraittod. 

It i® probable that the boarr «spIo*i«« of tb#tor^d«»« ti»® YUmiSi 
the nSSTO - a. those torpodoo. *truA tho VUCWm and th. QUIKCT. 
sospeetirely - had attract®* tho attontioo of tb® Cownanding Officer, 

,4 Q2QK he firod a star shell spread on approximate boar* 

2?® «uii« TZrm - Z *«* 

to diselose tho ship® sue* god to tho northward* 81no® hi® ®tar 
^Toalod nothing, hTdooidsd those ®hir* wsre beyond rarg®. *»d *•*•«** 
firing.® loSd not detail tho BAffiXY at thia tiro, ddjh «a» about 6000 
yard® duo north of tho CHICAGO in tho blaekneas of Saro Island. 

After sensing to firo otar aboil®, b# ob®er»od that ho at first 
thought^!* a burning -Up to tho northward, and ohttin^d a firing ranc 
af 18 000 yard® on it.* Thi® burning ®hip oould bar* boon oithor tho 

rackS Attract, m « --«"*"*£ £ 

bright*** firo® at thi® tin®. Tho QTJT1CY th®n tn® lr,700 yarca away on 
Waring ©50®(T). 

Tho coimdiiag Of floor, CHIC* 00 d®oldod thi® burning »hir wa. a fir# 
an 8aw I®u£m^£»~ ^ oould dotoot no fUrthor aotion to th* north^ 
tmrd. Hi® lotion deport «tate®» "All firing ooaaod, no ahlpo riaibl®. 

Bo oontlnaod on to tho westward at ®®r®nt®«® knot® until 0213 *h«a ho 
, ... rt is ttrobablo that hi® rotum to ata^dard *po®d 

VJWOWWU «> "’ v * ” .. * . - . - -V m tn 

at thi® tin# a® oooa®ionod by hi® e®**®* *an® «•»■» o' Z 

weatuard - which ho oould no longor - had disappeared beyond S 

Island.®* 

at 0217 bo ilchtad on hi® starboard bow a dailioyar irfiioh ho 

« m^ST m. «. tb. .uur -bt.h .t *ft «*. — .bout 

6£00 yard® to tho northeast of tho CHIG100* 

It ftfir- strang® that throughout all of this tin® th® Cooaandlng 
Qfflsor CHICAGO failod to inform hi* I®n*diato 8up®rlor in Oumnn „ 
%T,r Group of tb. f..t tb.t ££*•«*“*£• 

of th® rooult® of that notion, ®»d of hi® pr®*®nt aotivitlo®. Ho noifcho 









issued nay iMiRMiiftui nor nfsttM utj« TJ» mult «m that hi* 
IrffTir-^ «np«Tiora t rnwhably CTO *£.«, war# #oap:L*t#ly ua«jfcf©r»o*d a* to 
VSo Mtlvifi^ of tt»# Screwing f*rw# 

At 3*20, tbs CB3CAGO aw# 1S,*G0 yard* on bearing *0d®(**) ffr«n tb# 
cantor of lava Islaad* 


(g) ACTICW BY flUMBBA 

Th* GUnUMkA, —plotoly set of ostiosi at 0*00, on# drifting la a 
position #bcmt •!# all## ««ntheeat of flaw* Island. Sb» aaa heavily 
disabled n« vu nklEf ovary effort to $u«B>eh bar fir#* by basket bri¬ 
gades aa wall aa be aft sat repair# te ear# the ship* Oka f«afi it 
advisable to threw overheard all af bar ready aawwnitlosu ill eagaslnee 
were fielded.* 

At 0iff>, the COTBXBA ene lying te, listing abest tea degress ta 
starboard, «d was within about 000 yards of her 0900 position. 


(h) Aonoi by baejt 

At OtOO, the BAfiLSY bad sewpleted her raa asrees the watera through 
ehiah the Jspaaese ships had passed about tea nlnetes before, but bed 
sighted nothing* The BAflUSY was aassero ef the IW M, WOO yards ts the 
northeast ef her, es the latter but and ts eleae and identify bar* 

Tbs BA0I3Y was nee in the area of lee visibility *Ak*b had bean fsistakee 
earlier by ae nay Allied ships (Insludlng the lULIT, herself) as the 
eeethem and ef Save Island* 


fhs BAflLSY thereafter pro s ssd sa to tbs west, passing sooth of Save 
Island an nets te the designated randesvous five sails* northwest of 
Save Island.** This radtimn nu that sp#sifted in CIS 62,9° * Special 
fastmstlsns for tie Serecalng 9mp vhlah van te bo wad in the event 


n • __ a — - w a a_ — - i- - __ -S a. a. _ __ A A tthuadliAV 

or earsy warning m «■ mmmtf bum mmx mu; ** *«i*u**« .?»«**•...> 

the BAKJnr reeeived say order to eanaeabrnfce is not knew as tie 
ae refereaso to it in her aetiea report* 


or not 


She witter sow anything nsr was she seen will she aecpd frsn the 
lea visibility In a position sewthwest of Saw# Island. She bad over* 
hauled and passed the CKICAOO *,000 yards «a her port been without seeing 
her, er being aeon by the CSIti&aO daring this tine* Plotting analysis of 
the BAASY's ran free the position in ddA ohe wee deteeted by the KSLM 


" e UU eV " ing ^ir mK ITOn S TOT JJL «»7 E T* »se^w"BiTO5r, 
rJMVWYRA. te CTO Ct*®, Oeneerniag Less ef RMS CAWPIt on Wight of 
Attest tth-fvh* IMS, pare* T« 

•* Art 1 ms Xepert BACLffY, 11^ fegagoMttt Angps* f«v 1*4*, Talagi- 
Ouadalemal Area, Serial Old, An^uot ISth, 1MB* 










at 0200* to tha position la uhleh aha eua s«~htad by the CHICAGO at 
021T** iareala aha *»* on a oouraa of about *?0*(f) at spend fcwacty- 
fiw knots* 

At 0**0, tbs BAGL2Y was baering 23T°(T), distant 12,800 yards froas 
tba osrvtar of Saw Island* 


(l) ACTICH BT fATTW Cy 

At 0200, tha PATTKRSCM vac on a oouraa of about 048° (T) at spand 
thirty knots, maintaining oontaot on tha Jnpannan laatnro Group* Ska 
obaarwd tha nnaay's oharea of eourao by ooImm noramant at thl* tiae to 
north**** At 0203 wh mi tha IDTCGASA - tha laat Japans a* oruiaar in 
column - changed oouraa to north, tha PATTOS® U a ralatira 

position froa atxiah aha could no lonror hopo to gain a fawrabla torpado 
firing position or to soutUma bar guaflro* SS» -outitaiad on to tha 
northaastuard.*** 


Sha undoubtndly im tha anarohllghts of tha Japonaan BaaterK Group 
M they illuminated oartalr chips *f tha VTMCHBXS Group, for tha RALPH 
TALBOT oould aoo than fro* har position to tha northward at nearly four 
times grantor range* Home mr, tha PATTERS® nakw* no f^on o* * 
sighting 5n her rapo t* Sha apparently lost thmt at about OSIO, Sha 
than proceeded to tha dosifnatad randnawnr*** flea nllaa nortbunat of 
Saao Ialand* Although bar aation rapwrt doea not diaulgn her reasons f< 
ao proceeding, the faot that ah* did «o Indirataa that she had probably 
reoelwd CTO SS.S'a dispatoh to ooneontr *ta but t ad aia Interpreted ah# 
point of randarroua. It appear* UWy 'Jhe* thi ^ATTBRS® prooaodsd ^ to 
pass south of Saw Island, for ah* vaa l*ter d*Vwit<*£ by tha CKJCAGO « 
radar in thie area* 


it nszo- tin p^rrnsa ma «t«mrixw 

--’ - r - - 


* i jinn 

* 0 . 4 » ff w ** 




trim the center of Saw Ialand* 


(3) OP gSATlCMb OP BUJ1 

Aa tLa HJ I ooctinned to tha on har picket lina at 

0100, har attantion ®o© tilled to ha W*n bo «be nation ubiah uaa tak ing 
plaoa inside Iron Bottom Sowd Sha tes not appear to haw ™ 

cun notion batuaan tha TOlAfil ^ -1 JAHTTS **i*h took pinna about this time 
aa bearing ISO^T) distant but 14,000 yarva fro* bar. This aation eoeurrea 


-rjOTssi^rt wui, ti*w. **w 

Jtaguat Mh, 19«, Sorial G?»8S/»U 8(129), An**** 14th, 194*. 

«« Action topert CHICa0O r Aation Against Beamy Fnraae Angaat 9th, 1*42, 
(Suadalaaaal-Tulagi Area, Serial 0*9, Misuse 13th, l® 458 * . . k 

*** lotion Report PATTBfi*®, it uith S»«y Surface Ships Rij^* 

ifeagtaat Sth-9th, 1942, Sav^Ouadalesssr-l-tulaAi Araa to CTF 62, Serial 
(901, An gB at 18th, 1941. 








ia the »wa« ponarel ur** through which the Japans*# Craiaar Tor** had 
past'd at 0X32. H#r failure to oh*#rw this daatroyar dual wey ham baa© 
due to tha tibuoarmtior of sh# destroyer firing by the brighter glow of 
light tram tha lllunlsatlo© east of Hw Island, and to tha drowaiag •«* 

| of tba doatroy*r firing *©and* by thosa frim tha i-lnoh gone of tha 

i oruiaara that eera engaged at this odum tlwa* 

lAiring tba next fifteen sdnutsa, tram OSLO to 0218, s he RUTS neither 
dateoted tha TUIittl ’ a sweep around tha west aid# of Bmvc Island to tha 
northward nor aljhtad tba JARTIS «a It atood o» to tha westward and 
gradually aloaad bar* 

At about 0216 - tha tiwa whan all aetlaa with the YlfCBRM Oranf 
had eoaaad - tha attention of tho BLOS ana diverted by a aoand eonta*t*a 
Tha Couandlng Officer than laokad out an tha boar tog if thia underwater 
sound oontaot to datemlno if tho aontaat naa on a aurfaoa eraft or on a 
aubnarine. Ha ianadlataly sighted a ship on an easterly aoursa ^lah 
ha d not boon previously raportad. 2a idaot5.fiad thia ship aa a anell 
hanaless two-masted aohoonar powered by a alow speed auxiliary angina** 

, Thia appaara to have baan tha ihm t e a-masted aahoonar that wa* nistafens 

L for a daatroyar by Conaaader Cruiser Fores aa ha naa an torlag Iran 

Bottom Sound at 0108* 

Tha oontaot )A this aahoonar nada by tha BUJ1 at 0211* la nost 
slpilfiaant in revealing tho wakefulness of tha BWS* Far this aontaat 
naa only sighted after it had sons within aanar range - a Mirlmr of abnat 
*000 yards In that a outers* The question aa to how tha Japans a# eeuld 
have passed tha BLUB uadeteeted aaen a to ba answersd, in part at leant* 
by tha ciro'isMftaiatinl evident* that tha BUTS naa net vigilant* at least 
on osrtain baarlnga* The atatenant of tha Cenmukdlng Offleor that tha 
k oontaot node by sonar eahe ranging at 0216 "diverted tha attention af^ 

his shi" frog fietssRt |ud •luuw-'re battle ueiaes (wbioM *J this »i«S had 
oeaoed) r to the ianodiate praaenee of an unidentified abip-eeareely 2600 
yards away appaara moat revealing In this respect. 

At 021*, tha BUJB was at the seuttamstera Unit of her patrol line 
miles east of Savo Island*-** Tha C f awn ding Of fleer than being 
f satlaflad aa to tha kralaas nature af the ear 11 seneemer, reversed his 

petrel to eouraa and oentlnued hie patrol at tnmlve kneta*** 

At 02*0, tha BUIS was bearing *SS®(T), diatan" *4,000 yards frw the 
senior of ftavo Tf land. 


» Aoilon V ^ Ft~gJ?I. ftp miiX&SrhL Eelanas Islaaia na ¥Tg^> af AngwsT 

Sttw-tth, 1§42, Serial 051, hugest 12th* IMS, 

** Letter feguet ITth, 1S42, from Cemmnadiag Orfleer, BUSS to CT7 42, 

Co ueanaing Supplaawntal Tnfanaatlsn on Operations in Salonen Islands 
on light Angoat 8tb~»th, ltd2, Serial OSS* 
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(k) kc nm BY RALPH TALBOT 

A* 0200, the RALPH TaLBOV wa« preceding along her piok.t line toward 
th. southwest, fully r*a*dy for action with all hand, at Ganaral ^uartare. 
She mu. ob.er<ng the action betwam tha Japan... ^°«p and^h. 

orula.ra of t5v> VINCENNES Group, Sh« had not dataotad up t.o this t 
praaono. of tha Japan... Western Group, 

At about 0210, aha wt. Uliminated by a single searchlight - 
apparantly fro* th* TUNAGI - looatad about 15,000 yard, on her* 
Thi. soarohlight had bean sweeping and had pauaad on her for * b ® u * 
seconds beforeit .wung away.* Sh* did not know tha idmtity of the jhlp 
that had ttaua nonentarily illusinated her, nor did aha realise that thl* 
brtaf illu»inatlon had disclosed har to tha Japa^^a.a Western ?*?“* 
was than withdrawing frc* action and wa. about to pa., through har patro 

lina. 

At 0214 .ha was illu*inatad by a siogla searchlight on har port bam 
and was taken undar flra by ahipa which .ha thought wara fri 
Actually, aha had bam illuminated by tha aaarohlight of tha JWBTO at a 
ranga of 6200 yards on Wing 1#4°(T) and had become * ***«•* for *5? 
ntnfira of both the TDETO** and tha PDROTAHA.*** Th* Co-> ^ in J 0f ^ 
Utatad that his reasons for thinking that thasa ships mrem-*dlyw« re, 
(a) thay employed but on* searchlight of two (b) th-y «-?l^ywd 

shall# which gave oolorad aplaehaa and (a) thalr position..**’ 

Tha Commanding Offioar now immediately inoraased spaed to th# mxi- 
■m, and eoemmoed sigsagging to th. wortward, flaahod his fighting Ughtn 
toimdioata hi# identity as a friendly ship, and toll the firing ship# 

_ 44 . #4^*e « him as his ooaesand was friendly.*** 

gn»r ADO *•»*** ---w* .. t Km mm m 

Ha also transmitted orwr tha TBS woloo raaxo w own **>**»— —- 

balng firad on by AlUad foraaa.* 

At OflCfc ha noted that tha gmfire agninet hi* had le-saned.**** 

This was baaausa tba FORUTAIA had oaasad firing. 

At 0217, ha obaorrad that all gwfirw against hi* had oaaaad althon^i 
be was still illuminated by tha iSETO'l searehligbt.* Tba 
also had ceased firing. Ha though ineorreotly that tha firing had aaa.ad 
V-vowusa thasa ships had bsouae aware of hi* friandly oharaotar by his 


‘B5porF12^'¥I[K¥rT f j7 , nS^5 : y ^isrt of Tdtio* on Angaat 0 ta- 
9th, 1942 , Serial Al«-5/D0*»0/03, Anguet l^h. 1942. 

** Tr»-k Chart Amexed to CSWDIV IS Saoord*. Aaguet Tth-9th, 194*. WDC 

•** T^rSJt°jrtonexed to CStOOTV « Detailed i*** 1 *.**!** **; SijTlWT. 
lawal Astlo*. Aunts* 8tb-9th, 1942, NBC Do meant 160997, In* 27 th. 1947. 
«*** Aatian ft*port 1ALPH TALBOT Preliminary loprrt of ***' 

9th, 1942, le closure (A)„ <hs***ry Aapart, Serial a16-3/K»90 / / 0S, 

August 11th, 1942. 
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fighting lights and his TBS woioe radio transmission#.® Actually, this 
ws not ths mass* Instead, tbs display of these fighting lights pro~ 
bably indisntod to ths Jspaasso that the ship employing thsm was anmsy. 
It is apparent therefor* that ths employment of lighting limits requires 
oanslderable rwgulatlea* 

Daring ths t base firing from 0214 to 0217, ths RALPH TALBOT ecvnted 
irrm salens firad at hsr of wfcioh all bat two wore short**® As a 
eoesaquanoe, bar damage one not extensive* She raoeired but oa« hit at 
this tine* This hit disabled lumber 0ns torpedo tuba and killed taa 

HD.** 


At 0218, ths Commanding Offioar, RALPH TALBOT observed ths din shops 
of an aiaqr light sruisar, ahleh appeared to ressmbl# a T0K2 Class heavy 
oraisei haadad across his starn in a msoterly direction From, port to 
starboard*®* It is believed that ha had rt«cplt»d ths light oruinsr 
YUBARI, for ths PUKUTAIA had two m soka pipes, and tbs YWRTO three, 
aharasa ths YU BARI had bat on*. Bon# of these ships wars hsadsd in a 
wastarly diraation* Instead they wars haadad on oaurse 520®(T) at twsnty 
six knots* Th# apparent sorswot asross his starn no tad by ths Commanding 
Offioar, RALPH TALBOT was inoldant to th® ohange in relative bam ring as 
ths RALPH TALBOT among right to so gaga. 

Th# RALPH TALBOT praparsd to open fir*. She had not firad at ths 
TWRYU nor at ths PURUIARA a# sha had thought thsn frisndly, but shs now 
had an may tar gat. Aha obtalnad a range fine’ er rang* of 9000 yards on 
th* YUBARI •*** 

At 021A&, tha RALPH TALBOT wns illuetneted by ths YUBARI*s ssaroh- 
light and takan under firs* Aha was now illuminated by two saarehlights, 

<S-~. fmw n^kar fiM* Ul* Y1THAWT ftOUMN wo nan baau 

a ms sawn t’aiw »ana««* | ^ ■ * * -— — — - -- ~ ms • 

about 10CO yards on ths port bssm of ths TMRYU# At 0210, tha RALPH 
TALBOT was also taken undar firs by th# dual-purpose gma of tha TORUTARA 
whioh ship wisely employed tha illumination from ths othor two oruisars***® 

Th* RALPH TALBOT, which was swinging right, own* around arse nor# 
sharply to bring fesr star bool’d torpedo tubas to bsar « ths YUBARI» Sha 
opened firs with bar gras, employing a ranga jotting of 9000 yards. 


At N-9th, 1942. Ssrial AlS-3/tooS90/03, August 11th, 1942. 

*• Aatlan Rsport RALPH TALBOT, Preliminary Report of Action on August 
Alb-9th, 1942, Unolosnrw (A), Gunnery Report, Ssrial AlA»8/aD39O/0S B 
August 11th, 1942* 

*** Track Chart Annexed to GRUDTT 8 Dstailad Battle Report #8. 

Soloasons Havel Action, August 8tb-9th, 1942, HDC Document 190997, 
June 27th, 1947* 








IMMdUtaly attar thi* aalwa, oh# obtained « radar rang* o ’ WOO yard** 
wd applied thi*. aorraotioa to bar «««fl*d a*lve. Th* Marked diaorepaoey 
batwam tto* ran®* fi»dar rauga and tfc* radar rang* *•* probably duo to a 
eoahlnatiaa of low visibility «*d the j»or **»*7 stros^ of *b* situation* 
¥hl* tm&leata* tb* dlffioulty of rangta; by rang# finder in area* or low 
visibility and ahewe th# *»**■ oaporioxifey of radar for #uo« purp©*##. 

A» a reault of the YUR4&1 v * gunfire, too RALPH TALBOT r«oair#d flaw 
Mt,# i» aloe* MMMaion* U» wa# nit fir ft .ludar th> bridge* in tk# 
abarV tamo#, Thi# hit tawctod out the port ivjrpade dimotor, and a frag- 

from a "abort" rieoahatted <M board and cut al) power and flro con¬ 
trol eirouite to th* #e*rehlig£te. T>>«», ufciii rha «p.d#aaor*d to 
oouator-illmlMt# tba MAH, aba w*» unable to do »•«* 

Soon after firing her second *alv©. the biLLPH TALBOT received tba 
aoooBd hit. This *haU bit Ip. tha attar and of th# chart hou^w* It 
destroyed tha SC nad JO radara and out tba fir* control aquipsant kmrmx 
aa tha antenati# gm trail and elavation order*. £ 

tha received bar third bit whieh landed in tha mrd roan, bar 

faurMi wtdrii struck tba atarboard side Just aft of Kotor Thraa torpado 
thba. n i* 1 finally bar fifth bit ahiob *truok gun Iunbar Pour. fha#a laat 
thraa hits hilled twain naa„« 

ehiat prior to 03S0, tha RALPH TALBOT firad thm* *tarboard torpadoo* 
frm bar flw*b*?y Thraa tuba aounfc using tba ©pan *ifiht on tha *tarboard 
torpedo dlraster beseuae of tha blinding glarw frost tha roarohlighta. In 
firing, aha eaploywd tha TOBABI' • leeLrobliahfc aa u yoiat «f ni» *« d 1,4 4t 
by tan degree* In bis direction tha target was lawt *#«» beading. Sha 
coaid not fire bar hunger Cne tuba wnmt baaansa af tha hit *iiofa had 
disabled it ahsut 0S1«« She uaa also unable to fir# tha right torpedo 

▲ . a _ •_%___J 5 > bM *lAa 4 >«# 4 a 4 ftr f%t* (MP<u 

im BNiBr mMr xnrwe 'wirsreM %**>/• «a*mwi wj -**»'»« ——* ~~ *•**■ 

auaaloa. beoeuao of a faulty prlnsr.* 

Iwadiataly aftar firing bar star beard torpedo##, tha P-lLPE TALBOT, 
than at Ot&O. changed oourao with full loft rudd#r in order to fir# tta* 
port torpedo**. 

About this tin*, tha thraa Japan#*# chips cmfAgl&S tha PALPS TALBOT 
reoai ~*d tha order of Cemander Cruiaar ttrae to break off tha battle 
cad withdraw.#* Tha PWtTZlIA a#e»a to bar# ooaaed firing iw»diat#ly, 
tat tha TOBA1& aanfcinaad firing and aentixmad to enploy bar aoarehlight. 

At OJkfC, «ha RALPH TALBOT wa* bearing S40°(T), distant 15.100 yard* 
fran tha a enter of Sana Island. 




*♦ 


rsa& i, y^rianSy gapori or Kapron w»i 8 ^- 

fth, IMS, Jteoloaura (A). Ounnary Report. Serial *l«*3/wS90/03, 


>p«t 11th. 194S. 

aoorda rrjurf IS feign*t Ttb-Rth. 194A. WDC Doouamt 160964. 
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(1) OPERATIONS OF CTG 6 2.6 (AU STRALI A) 

At 0200, the AUSTRALIA on oourse 060°(T) and at twelve knot* speed 
on her patrol lino »ev«n miles west of the transports In Are* XRAY. 

CTO 62*6 In tha AUSTRALIA wae utill waitlr* for info mat ion aa to 
the nature of tha operation* than underway in tha vicinity of Save 
Island. Ha naturally expected to hoar fro» hia group coaranandera and 
from hia daatroyar pickets but, to hia great disappointment, he heard 
nothing. Meanwhile, he must hare been anxiously waiting for the «i crypt ion 
of hia ordar directing all deatroyera, not in eontaot with the maty, to 
concentrate on him in the AUSTRALIA In poaition wo at of Are* XRAY. H* 
had to wait soma admit#* for this and It therefore was not until about 
0206 that thia unauthenticated encrypted dispatch waa finally transmitted 
by radio to hit murid. 

Unfortunately, the position given in this order could not be de¬ 
ciphered by all destroyer addressees beoause it had been made froa the 
General Signal Book and raciphered by the signal cipher in force.* Thea* 
deatroyera as a ccnaequanoa headed for tha wrong rendegvous, an occur' 
renoe which waa not known at the tine by CTO 62.6. 

At 0220, CTG 62.6 waa still without any information whatsoever oon- 
oeming «b* naval aotiou whioh he had been observing, although he ecu Id 
plainly ••* that vhe battle waa practically over, for gunfire was 
diminishing. Per reason* beat kriovc to hinsalf, he refrained from query¬ 
ing his group ooanandvrs concerning their activities* 

(n) OFERATIOM8 OF OOMRAWDEY. SAi JUAII QRCOP (CTG 62,4) 

it 0200, the saw .map Group was at the northern extramity of its 
patrol line, Baking th# turn to reverse course to I6v 9 ('i) at fifteen 
knots. CTO 62,4 could now see clearly tha three oruieers of the VIS- 
CBBNBS Group because they ware bristly illuminated by the fires raging 
aboard, Their mean position, relative to the BIS JUUT, was about tea 
miles di*Ur.t on bearing 282®(T). The Japanese Eastern Group war not 
visible to CTG 62.4, though it was somewhat nearer - about seven and one- 
half ailes distant on bearing Z66°(T). 

During the next fifteen sdnutea, CTG 62.4 watohed th* engage me nt as 
he staeuiwd a ouch at fifteen knots, and obuorved It draw off more to the 
northward. At about 0216, he observed a heavy explosion ooeur in (what 
h# considered to be) the leading of two burning ships.** This explosion 
, u the ACUA’a torpedo exploding in the QUIRCT .which waa the farthest 


-TTRmS ra by 3 W WT,T, ‘ M ight Action off Favo’ IsI g aT August Tfth, 1*48, 
to CTF 62, August 11th, 1942. 

** Appendix 18 to CTG 62.6, Report of first Bettle of Save Inland, August 
6th-9tfe, 1942, Letter from HKAH HOBART to CTG 62.«, August 16th, 1942, 






north All lad aruisor. This oruisor (th* Qmci) rppaarad to diTida^in 
two, "but th* distance mi now beooedng too great for observations. * 

At 0220, th« SMI JUAM Group was in Lot* 09®«16*S* f about half way 
ala&g her patrol list* Iwtding south at fift'iw knots* 


TTgEmS&tVTke «* A»p©«* of First Sallla or Bawo Vs land, in gust 

Pth-Ofch, 1942, Latter £Vo« HMAS HOBART to CTO 62,4, August 15th, 

1942. 








CHAPTER XVII 


OPERATIONS OF JAPANESE CRUISER FORCE 
0220 Auguat 9th to 2400 August 9th 


(a) WriKDRAWAL OF JAPANESE CRUIS ER FORCE 0220 to 0540 

(1) Operations of Cossaender Eastern Group 

It will be remembered from the narrative of the final phase of the 
action that at 0220 Commander Cruiser Force had ordered all Japanese ships 
to withdraw. Tne CHOKAl was in the process of acoeleratina to maximum 
speed, and probably had attained about thirty knots by 0220 as her Com¬ 
mending Officer headed her under the stem of the KAKO, passing about 600 
yards ahead of the EINUGASA, in order to gain ground by "cutting the 
oorner." It is presumed that Commander Cruiser Poroe had told him, to take 
advantage of the next five minutes to gain distance to the northwest, for 
it was his cam intention to retire on course 300°(T) as soon as the CEOKAI 
was in a favorable position. 

At 0226, when the CHOKAl presumably had succeeded in reaching her 
maximum tpeed of about thirty-fiw« knots and had gained a position bearing 
roughly 10O°(T) distant 2000 yards from the AOSA, Cosmsander Cruiser Fores 
signalledx "Course 500°(T), speed thirty knotsi" CCMCRUDIV SIX in the 
AOBA larvadlately changed course to the left to 300° (T) by column movement 
and inor ased speed from twenty-six to thirty knots. Meanwhile, the CHOKAl 
continued to close the AOBA on course 316 (T). 

UOtCRUPIV SIX rwporv^u BiKlitiuK wio uOi'tu poiut G t SmTG Islnmad 
to port,* which th« plot indioates was 12,400 yards sway. He stated that 
the "excellent visibility" (encountered outside Iron Bottom Sound at this 
time) "caused fear of enemy sir attack, end so we withdrew northwestwards 
at full speed."* 

At about 0229, the CHOKAl probably changed course to 300°(T) and 
paralleled the track of the AOBA at a lateral interval of about 600 yards. 

By 0240 she had overtaken and eased into the leading position ahead of the 
AOBA and had assisted formation guide. This valuation of the movements of 
the CHOKAl is supported by (a) CRUDIV SIX track a hart which shove the CBD- 
EAI in the leading position at 0240, and (b) by the report of C0MCHUD1V 
ElfflTERH in the TEHHTU at 0240 - the time he first sighted the Eastern Group 
after the battle - that the CHOKAl was leading the column end was bearing 
080°(T), distant 9900 yards from the TKHHYU,** 

''V "SWlTiyiV SET Installed Battle Report ’Solomons Vsval Action, iugust TtE- 
10th, 1942, TOC Document 160997, June Z?th, 1947. 

** Records CR0DI7 IB, August 7th-9th, 1942, WDC Document 160984. 
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kt 0240 - with the Eastern end Western Group in contact - Co«ander 
Cruiser Force heoaae mindful of the whereabouts of the unit* of hi* force 
rZ IZ f x^Tin ln hour. It will be recalled that cornicing at 
01*0 - when the YUKAGI fell out of formation to engage the JARVIS - Japanese 

on the flagship CHOKAI. Hext. after the .operation of froB| 

fttrutaka's steering casualty at 01*5 whioh caused her t o bre ak off from 

Then J minute later at 0144. CCUCRUDIY EIGHTEEN turned away to 

the northeast to avoid the heavy orui.ers of tl»CHICAGOr^d^th^Whst^n 
rare the light forces (the PATTERSON) , and eventually formed the Western 

Sou, .!«, th. FUHOTAKA, Then, «5T^* 

ss"L^d k f^ n . r tile Il a position to the rear of CRUDIY SIX. Mew at 0240. the 
Japanese ships were in a position to reassemble. 

CcoMnder CruL.r Foro. ■Intentionally gnr. no In.tnuotlon. .tout th. 
formtion beo.u.e he ... ..rlou.ly oono.m.d (.t 0240) on^«*th«l 

distance between the U.S. carrier force and his fleet by daytreajc. Tin a 
■seim the time for forming the column and avoiding the loss of speed in 
ES* looordinlly both th. Eeetern td *..t.r» Group. „ontlnu.d 

to withdrew independently. 

By 0340, the Western Group - whose position five miles west of thy 
Eastern Group allowed it to lose distance in rejoining - ha Q ^adua.Ui 
eased into position in column, bringing the YUNAGI with it. Thue, at 0340, 

CoBBBander Cruiser Force hid his force reassembled in 

,,, ^ w. taken ud the battle formation at midnight. All his 

ships were intaot without even serious damage. He continued his withdrawal 

through "the inner passage” (Mow Georgia 3cund). 

... _ . a t ___ Mt.b.m firmin 

(2) uperaoicna <->*■ «njiauDou -- r 

It will be remembered that the Western Group received the signal^from 
Commander Cruiser Force at 0220 to cease the engagement *n<i with rth t 
the TENKYU and YUBARI had simultaneously changed course to 300 < 
that the FURUTAXA had continued on course 320 ( T )**** £ or , YUBARI 

since she was approximately in column behind the KNKYlu th * Y 

had continued the engagement with the RALPH TALBOT at this time. 


—TTHlXFFogation of CSpnn^shikasu Qhmae by OT#no * 

General Headquarters. Far Eastern Command^August 19W. 

«■ Record. CHODW 18. August 7th-9th. 1942. WDC w 

*** Track Chart Annexed to Records CRTOIV 18. August 7th-9th, 194., WDC 

**** ^TcLit°#? 4 Annexed to CRUDIV 6 Detailed Sattle Report 

Naval Action, August 7th~10th, 1942, WDO Document 160997. June 2/th. 

1947 . 
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At 0221, the TENRYU slowed to twenty-two knot*,* It is pioeumad that 
CCMCRUDXV EIGHTEEN, who was in the TENKYU, direoted the FURUTAKA to pass 
shead of the TENKYU so that upow rejoining Commander Cruiser Ferc< *he 
FURUTAKA oould fall in behind the KINUGA8A in the normal order of ships. 

The FURUTAKA changed course at 0221 to about 306°(T)** and presumably in¬ 
creased speed to thirty knots. 

At 0223 the Coimeandirig Officer, FURUTAKA, which ship had closed to 
about 600 yards on the TENRYU's starboard quarter,, observed the l’AlPH 
TALBOT (illuminated by the TUBARI's searchlight7 on bearing 26T°(T) at 
range S200 meters (3600 yards )-,** He ohanged course to 330°(T)** to open 
the Interval between the FORT]TAKA and the TEstfKYb to about 600 yards, and 
then after about a minute, paralleled the TENKYU's track of 300°(T),** 

At 0226, the Commanding Officer, TENKYU again sighted the RALPH TALBOT 
on bearing 260°(?).*»* The range, as plotted on Diagram "I", was about 
3900 yards. He iauediately gave the order to commence firing**** but he 
soon discovered that the YUBARI was in his line of fire, so he direoted 
the TENKYU tc withhold fire. He desired to let the YU BARI do the firing, *** 
It appears that when the YUBAR7 illuminated the RALPH TALBOT by searchlight, 
the RALPH TALBOT became visible to the TENKYU and the FTUJTAKA through the 
low visibility which the RALPH TALBOT reported in the area. 

At 0228, the Commanding Officer, KURDTAKA again obserred the YUBARI - 
bearing 247°(T) distant 2100 yards - still firing on the RALPH TALBOT to 
the southward,** At this same time he observed the TENHYU about 600 yards 
on his port beam. 

Meanwhile, the Coas&anding Offioer, TERRYU gradually increased speed 
to twmntv-*lx knots at 0228* incident to falling in astern of the FURUTAKA 
whioh was steaming at thirty knots. Two minutes later vat 0230;, with the 
FURUTAKA about 760 yards on his starboard bow, he Increased speed to twenty- 
nine and two-tenths knots.*** Then at 0232, he fell into formation about 
1300 yards astern of the FURUTAKA. At this time COMCRUDIV EIGHTEEN signal¬ 
led* "Course 500°(T), speed thirty knotsi"* to the Western Group, which 
signal was executed by all ships, except the YUBARI, The latter ship had 
oeat-G bar action with the RALPH TALBOT at 0230, fell in 1300 yards astern 
of the TENKYU at 0232, and took up the formation oourse and spaed. The 
Japanese Western Group was now in position to form column astern of the 
KIBUQASA whan the lantern and Western Groups ware ready tc rejoin. 

The YUBARI now extinguished her searchlight as no longer neoassary. 


' *"¥raaf ~E Kari Annexed to Bmeo'rJa ‘CB OP IV 16. August 1i h-9*h, lMg. WEE 
Document 160984, 

** Track Chart #2 Annexed to CRUDIV 6 Detailed Battle Report #8, 8olomons 
Naval Aotion, Auguct 7th-10th, 1942, WDC Document 160997, June 27th, 
1947, 

*** Records'CRUDIV 18, August 7th-9th, 1942, WDC Document 160984, 








It was this cessation of illumination by the YU8ARI which caused the Cora- 
manding Officer, RALPH TALBOT to think that his gunfire had hit the YTJQARI’o 
searchlight and had thereby caused her to cease firing,* Actually the 
YUBARI was scarcely damaged at all and reported ouly "some scratches from 
the light fire of an enemy destroyer,"** 

t 0235, the Japanese Western Group secured from "General Quarters" 
and a-suaed a lower condition of readiness.*** This signal shows that in 
the case of the Japanese, the Officer-in-Tactical Conmnd normally pre¬ 
scribed the oonditiou of readiness for the oomaand. This procedure was the 
*»js« as present American practice.**** 

At 0240, the TENHYU sighted the CHOKAI broad on its starboard quarter 
on bearing 080°(T), at a distanoe of 9900 yards,*** but CCMCRUDIY EIGHTEEN 
did not make any effort to rejoin tho Japanese Eastern Group at this time. 
Instead he continued his withdrawal on course 300°(T).*** He correctly per¬ 
ceived that Commander Cruiser Foroe - wh^ had given him no orders at this 
time - did not desire to fora up his ships, but preferred to gain as much 
distance as possiblo from Savo Island, and from possible Allied counter ao- 
tion, before he lost time in reorganising his formation. 

As tho Japanese Western Group reached the waters, at about 0310, 
through which the Cruiser Force had passed during the approach after midnight, 
oourse was changed to 320°(T) to gradually converge on the Japanese Eastern 
Group. The position of the Western Group - five mile* to the west of the 
CHOKAI - allowed this maneuver with no loss in speed for the join-up. 


At about 0326, the TEHKYU righted the YTJNAGI bearing ten degrees off 
her port bow, distant roughly 1100 yards,***** as the YUNaGI - which had 
preoeded the Western Group in withdrawing - was now dropping back and sub- 

r .. • » 4. J ... a— - _ a 4>We, VlTOlDT TVin .TftnAflANA Wftfl'fc- 

ItOUOQtlY tooic avs'viuu 111 ugiuuu »hww*u w* - ' r - 

ern Group joined up with the Eastern Group at 0340***** in approximately 
the same geographic looatinn where Commander Cruiser Force had commenced 
his approaoh at 0000 in battle This point of rendesvous appears 

to have occurred without having been prearranged. Commander Cruiser Force 
had not ordered his foroe to reassemble as yet, and the join-up appears to 
have been accomplished on the initiative of the Western Group Commander, 
This indicates a high degree of mutual understanding among the Japanese 
Commanders. 


* ■‘/iol’TonT^eport RAUtt Preliminary iRcport^of Action, August 8iK- 

9th, 1942, Gunnery Report, Bnolosure (A), Serial A16-3/DB390/03, 
August 11th, 1942, 

** Action Report from Tabular Reoords of Japanese Cruisers WDC Documents 


160623 and 101407. 

*•* Track Chart Annexed to Records 
Document 160984. 

**** General Tactical Instructions, 


CRUDIV 18, August 7th-9th, 19-12, WDC 
U.S. Fieete, USF 2, Navy Department, 


1947, para. 1105. 

***** Record* CRUDIY 18 August 7th~9th, 1942, WDC Document .160984, 
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(3) Operation* of YUHAGI 

At 0220 when the YUHAGI received the order from Casraander Cruiser 
Force to withdrew, she wee already retiring free* the tree and was sene 
nine nile* northwest of Savo Island. At this tine the Coowandi tg Officer, 
YUHAGI was aware of the position of hie ship relative to the Japanese West¬ 
ern Group, since he had been observing the engagnent with the SUiffl TALBOT. 
He did not know, of course, that the cruisers had split into an Eastern 
and a Western group. Ho suet e ref ore have been wondering what had hap¬ 

pened to the other ships of tha cruiser force for n<w he could see but 
three of the original seven oj uisers. Where were the otherst He knew that 
the CHOKAI, at least, amt be all right for he hed just received orders fro* 
Goosander Cruiser Force in the CHOKAI but he did not observe her in the 
Western Group. Perhaps ths others were with the CHOKAI. He would see pre¬ 
sently. Meanwhile, he continued on course 340°{T)* and awaited instruc¬ 
tions. He was interested particularly in the course and speed of the West¬ 
ern Group, 

At 0225, he received the dispatch fren Canaander Cruiser Force to his 
cruisers ordering "course 300°(T), speed thirty knots". This answered his 
course and speed problsa. At this ti»e, the Comanding Offioer, YUHAGI 
changed oourse to about 320° (T), * perhaps to converge c*n the track of the 
retiring Japanese cruiser*! perhaps to provide an a»ti-sul—arlne screen for 
then. 


The YUHAGI was gradually overhauled by the oruiser force, whioh was 
■eking thirty knots. Scnetlne later (probably around 0500) the Cowanding 
Offioer YUHAGI observed the Eastern Group, It aust have been s distinct 
relief to bin to observe that the retaining four cruisers were in that group. 

At about 0325, the YUHAGI was reported by the TESKTU as being about tec 
degrees on her port bew distant 1100 yards.** She was now dropping back 
into position; for at 0340, she finally took station as the last ship in the 
Japanese column whioh, ae has been pointed out previously, was oo^>letely 
refomed at this tine. 

(b) OPERATIONS OF JAPANESE CRU ISER F ORCE - 0340 toOS68 

" - ■ -- - ~ ~ - 

By 0340, all units of the Cruiser Force were in their original battle 
order as follows t CHOKAI, AOBA, XAXO, KINUGASA, FURUTAXA, TEHHYU, YUEULRI 
and YUNAGI. Nona had suffered serious la'age. C o—sende r Cruiser Force once 
again had direct tactical cow—and over his force for the first tine in two 


"«•’ "fcTght Bngageasent track Sheet, ftepert on tfe* Battle off Savo Island, 

August 6th, 1942, GHQ, 8CAP, Military Intelligence Section, General Staff, 
Allied Translator and Interprater Section (ATIS) Doounmet 15685, Mas'oh 
15th e 1946. 

*+ Records CHUDIV 18 August 7th-9tb, 1942, WDC Doou—ent 100984. 







hours* Hhat a relief it oust have been to him for it is doubtful whethar 
ho raally had known whether any of his ships had been lost or seriously 
damaged! He permitted his ships to operate loosely in column in order to 
avoid loss of speed in station keeping, and continued on the withdrawal 
course of 500°(T) at thirty knots speed until daybreak. 

However, as tne twilight increased in brightness he realised that he 
could no longer disregard tha possibility of counteraction by carrier borne 
planes* So at 0610 - twenty-seven minutes before sunrise - he ordered 
"formation for anti-aircraft raid."* In order not to lose time he caused 
this forr Mon to be assisted without reducing the fleet speed of thirty 
knots, so ..hat it took about thirty-five minutes for his ships to attain 
their new stations. At 0645, CCUCRUDJY SIX logged the faot that an ap¬ 
propriate dispersed formation had been asaunad and preparations had been 
imde for air attack,** which is presiased to have meant that all ships were 
in anti-aircraft Condition of Readiness One* 

% 0700, Co'maander Cruiser Force had advanced his command to a posi¬ 
tion about 135 tie# northwest of Savo Island in "The Slot" (Kew Georgia 
Sound),*** At v,hi* time, the northwest end of Santa Isabel Island was 
abeam to starboard at a distance of sosw thirty miles and the northern end 
of Bern Geor^ Island (Visuvisu Point) was broad on the port bow, also dis¬ 
tant sosm y miles* He now changed courise to the left to 280°(T) in 

order to con ,ue through "The Slot 71 .*** 

At 0830, no changed course back to 300°(T) to conform to the passage 
and preceded towards Bougainville Strait,*** At this time Koloabeng&ra 
Island was abeew- '„ port, distant about ten miles* In these operations. 
Commander Cruiser, yorou generally maintained the medium of the passge as 
hie base course, It ie presumed that he did this not only to provide 
maneuvering rov n the case of sustained air attack but also to keep beyond 
the visual range of any ooast watohers who might report his presence,. At 
riRSO he was approximately t.75 miles from gave Island - 275 miles from his 
estimated position of the Allied carriers - and he was still within range of 
air attack* He realised, of course, that there was little that he could do 
exoept to continue up "The Slot" at his highest sustained, speed end trust 
that he would esoape discovery. If he could avoid attack for another hour, 
he would be reasonably safe* 

By 0900, Commander Cruiser Foroe had reasonable assux'anoe that he had 

* Interrogation of dapt *in ~¥o iTTlcasu Otmae, Lieut, feoger Roseau, 

USKR, August 1949, Inforuetlon compiled by Historical Branch 0-2 
General Headquarters, Far Eastern Commend, 

** CEUDIY 6 Detailed Battle Report #6, Solomons laval Action, August 7 th- 
10th, 1942, ’TOC Document 160997, June 2?th. 1947. 

*<’* Track Chart $1 Annexed to CKUDIV 6 Detailed Battle Report ^8, Salomons 
laval Action August 7th-10th, 1942, TOC Document 160997, June 27th, 

1947 . 







avoided the Allied carrier aircraft, for he w«# now but eighteen mile* 
short of the 300 miles radius from his assumed position of the Allied car¬ 
rier's operating area. He therefore f '-ned his mind tc future opeieticna 
of his command. At 0900 he issued the following in ttruotions to COMCRUDIV 
SIX? "The commander designates CRUDIV SIX as emergency standby (force) ip 
the Bismarck Island area."* 

At 0930, when abreast, of the northern end of Vella Lavella Island, he 
fait safe at last. His command was now about 500 miles from the estimated 
position of the Allied Carrier Force and it had suffered no sir attack what¬ 
soever. Ha deoided that he could slow down and therefore at 093ft he reduced 
speed to twenty knots,* and presumably assumed a lower condition of readi¬ 
ness. His ships were now at the point to carry out their new assignment*. 

(c) SEPARATION OF JAPANESE CRUISER FORCE - 0956 


At 0958 his cruiser force separated into two major groups,** One 
group, consisting of CRUDIV SIX (the AO HR, JCAKO, KINUGASA and FURUTAXA), 
the emergency standby unit in the Bismarck Island Area, proceeded in column 
formation back to its station at Kavieng via Bougainville Strait;*** the 
other group, - to be called the Rabaul Group - consisting of the CHOKAI, 
CRUDIV EIGHTEEN (the TENEYU and YUPAK.I), and the TUNAGI - proceeded to 
Rabaul on the initial course of 300°{T). Thus both groups were planning 
to pass eastward of Bougainville Island. 

(d) OPERATIONS OF COMPANDER JAPANESE CRUI3ER FORCE 0968 to 2400 


The movements of these two groups during the remainder of the day 
were ebout as follows; 

( 1 ) Operations cf Cocunander Bianarck Island Area Group 

At 1000, COMCRUDIV SIX set oourse 32B°(T) speed twenty knots**** and 
proceeded to carry out his instructions. At 1100 he had reached a point 
thirty miles north of Vella Lavella Island where he changed oourse to 
345 °(t) to pass through Bougainville Strait.**** Inasmuch as Bougainville 
Strait is obstructed by numerous islands which divide it into two distinct 
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ohaxnsls, COMCRJDIY SIX quit* naturally decided to esq>loy th* principal 
charm#I between Choiseul Island on th* Ssst and th* Ow* Island* on th* 

West. This channel i. roughly fifteen *U*s wide with eosw shoals. COM- 
CRUDIV SIX feeling that this strait offered un excellent position for Allied 
sufcsmrines or aircraft to attack him because of th* rnlati* »ly narrow waters 
a^aiaaed an open cruising disposition which h* felt provided satisfactory 
anti-airoraft and anti-submarine security.♦ H* undoubtedly a*t a high 
condition of readings within th* ooaand to avoid being caught by surprise. 

At 1LSQ. when CRUDIV SIT had ocaqjleted its passage through Bougainville 
Strait and was abreast Cape Alexander, Choiseul Island, CCHCRUDIV SIX order- 
ed th* KAKO to launch on* cruiser plan*.** What this plane was directed to 
do is nowhere explained, but it seen* probable that it was <»ployed ** 1 “ 
anti-submarine screen rather than as a reconnaissance plan*. COWCRUDrV SIX 
probably was ware that air reconnaissance to safeguard the movement of his 
cruiser division was even now being provided by the FIFTH Air Attack Force, 
He was also probably aware that th* reconnaissance planes had departed 
Babaul on this duty at 0650, 

At lbOO, when CRUDIV SIX was well into the open sea to the eastward 
of Bougainville Island. GOUCRODIV SIX set a base course of 320 (T>;*** 
and held this oours® throughout the remainder of the day. 


At 1412, he was alerted to the faot that a Lockheed typo soout bomber 
plane had been sighted on bearing 2S0°(T), distant twenty-five kiloneters 
(about fourteen alias).* This plane was an R.A.A.F. Hudson operating on 
a reconnaissance mission *rom the Fall River airfield at Milne Bay, Hew 
Guinea. CCMCRUDIV SIX immediately alerted hi# command, but the plane 
aside no attack and disappeared froai view at 146b,* Commander Cruiser Divi¬ 
sion SIX cons Ida rad that his location was known to the Allied Command. In 
•stisstinv thii situation, it is probable that he expected that from now on 

. . u . . _ . ,, _ . _ ___ . \.i . ..tI yi ha.A. He 

the Allies would naice every snorv ..*» ----- — ----- .. 

had two dangerous threat# to fear - one. Allied aubmarin* attack} th# other. 
Allied air attack by horizontal bombera from Hew Guinea, The more dangerous 
of these threats at the present time would necessarily be that of the Al¬ 
lied submarines. Ho therefore took certain precautions against them,**** 
although he knee that it would be some hours and probably after nightfall 
before any Allied submarines oould mev* into a good attack position unless 
they were already fortunately correctly positioned. 
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It is probable that in view of the submarine torpedoing and sinking 
of the transport MEITO kA.RU with troops for the reinforcement of he Ouad~ 
alcanal garrison in St, Oeorge's Channel early that Morning, he r-sliced 
that the submarine menace was particularly serious An the arwa between the 
north end of Buka Island and St, George** Channel. i>a will be shown later, 
he had reaeon to fear this area. 

At 1846 the sun set. At 1906 the FURUTAKA iighted what *h« believed 
tc be an Allied periscope and projqptly attacked,* It ia uot dear what the 
Jennets practice was in auoh oases, but it is assumed that it was similar 
to th» Allied practice i.e„, to head toward* the contact and attempt to 
ran, or to turn away and to open fire, not only to destroy the submarine if 
possible* but also to.alert tht> ships in ooapany to the danger and of its 
looatioc. The FUHUTAKA fired sin unknown masber of torpedoes at the sub¬ 
marine,** but Iter tactics are otherwise.unknown. While this is not con¬ 
sidered to be s particularly effective employment of torpedoes, and should 
never be used unless toe submarine is on the surfaoe and in an ideal situa¬ 
tion for torpedoes, the Commanding Officer probably f«lt that he might suc¬ 
ceed in hitting the submarine. Actually there ware no Allied submarines 
in the tree end the ooataot ns false. As a consequence of this submarine 
alert, CdfCSUDIT BTX directed that an anti-submarine watch be set for the 
night,* thus alerting his command to the ever-present darker of submarine 
attack. 

the remaining hours of August 9th were uneventful as CKUDTV SIX pro¬ 
ceeded along her base oourse cl 520°(T) at twenty knots. At 2400 the AOBA. 
flagship of CSODIV SIX, was in Latitude 08°-40'S, Longitude 153°-56'I. 

This position wns bearing 140°(T) distant forty miles from loni Island. 

(2) Operation# of Ccmmmide: Rabau> Group 0956 ~ 2400 

At 0966, when CRUTIV SIX left the formation. Commander Cruiser Voroe 
is the CHOEAI turned tc- the westward to for® the Katwui uroun. consisting 
of the CH0KAI, '‘RUDIV EIGHTKKH and the TUMAGI. At 1042, C omm a nd er Rabaul 
Group aet the oourse to transit Bougainville Strait - at^ut 540°(T). He 
ordered Japanese sigsag Plan "A* at this time*** •*** as an anti-submarine pre¬ 
caution, and proceeded at twenty knots. At 1200 he coammnced passage of 
the narrows of Bougainville Strait east of Pauro Islands and was well clear 
of all shoals off Bougainville Island at 1346, whan he changed to oourse 
318 5 (T}.***» 
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At 1412 tha Kabaul Group observed that they were being scouted by * 
Loofchsed Hudson bomber whioh remained in the vicinity until 1466 when It 
disappeared.* 

At 1726, the CHOKAI, in a position eight Miles off Cape I^Averdy, 
Bougainville Island sighted what wa« reported as a pvriecope.* Intn-lly 
there were neither Allied nor Japanese submarines in this arsaw 

At 1740, Commander Rabaul Group ordered his task group to "cease slg- 
eag coureel"* 

About 1946 the CHORAI was sighted and reported as a possible airoraft 
carrier by a coast watcher on the northern tip of Buka Island. Her posi¬ 
tion was at this tine about seven alias due east of Cape Henpan, Buka Is¬ 
land.** 

At 2000 , the 8ahaul Grou§v had reaohed a position eight miles due 
north of Cspe Henpan, and had executed a change in course from 316°(f) to 
260°(T).*** This latter course led to St, George's Channel, passing through 
a point twenty ailes south of Cape St. George, 

At 2400, the Rabaul Group was in a position twenty-eight miles from 
Cape St, George on bearing 124°{T). 


-"•"Hir HuyRH' TraiftV KgSilV5EK7T§45 i'Tft Document ?4455, tty lFth.- 
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CHAPTER mil 


ogpuTicys or crmaa japaeisb foschs 


OOOO Augast 9th to 8400 August Pth 


<*) OPSRATIOIIS OF CCnOUADgR FIFTH AIR ATTACK PORCH 

Darlas the 9tb, Commandor FIFTH Air Attack Fore# mi busily engaged 
in o on duo tins th* rout In# setirehee which bad boon ordered (Dinpatoh 
Operation Order lo. 201) at 1200 the preceding day.* Whan these searohes 
mors ordered, bo Know that, if all wont moll, Commander Cruisor Foroo 
mould bo rrtiring tomard Rabeul from tbo Tulagi-Ouadal canal Aroa on tho 
foHoming noming aftor doatroying tho Alliod shipping thoro. Ho also 
knom that pianos frost bis air attaok foroo had etruok tbo Alliod shipping 
in tho Tulagi-Ouadaloanal Aroa at 1200 tho preceding day* It mas, of 
course, militarily highly infer tat. t to ascortaln in foot what damage had 
boon dons to tho Alliod shipping by tho above tmo attaoks* It ume 
noonssary to ditoover, if powsiblo, mbat offoot thoso attack# mor* having 
on Alliod plans and particularly to disoovor mhsthor tho Alliod foroos 
moro nom retiring* 


Commandor Cruisor Foroo oppoors to havo reportod to Command#? Outer 
South Soas Foroo and also to Commandor FIFTH Air Attaok Foroo - probably 
no lator than too hours befoie damn - tho rosults of his night action, 

doubtless at this timo requested supporting land-bass a air operation* 
a pi ins t the Allied carriers, mhioh ho had ovary reason to bollovo mould 
pursue him* It io to bo r emem b ered that his omn oonoept - discus sod with 
Ceansndor-in-Chiof, Combined Float in Truk on July 27th - mas to aooomplish 
the destruction of Allied carriers with the United foroos available in 


his aroa by decoying thsm within range of tho air attacks from tho Base 

. . _ ’/ ii* . ax . _ *_ ma N ^ L4 « etsiA4 qo4ms> smm 

MXT rom (nrifl Air JUWW mro* / • w WUii*;, **ao amuasass 5 

foroo - in tho situation existent in tho early hours of August 9th - was 
a pr ovoking and enticing lur* for tho Alliod carrier foroo. 


In ro-oetimting tho situation before dam August 9th, Commander 
FIFTH Air Attaok Foroo sows* to havo been satisfied that his planned 
searches mere properly disposed (o) to leoato tho Alliod carrier* if they 
approached ml this a 700 mile radius from Rabaul, end (b) to obtain tho 
nooossory information concerning tho damage dons to tho Allied shipping 
at ?ula gi-Guadalcanal by both tho sir attaok, end by tho night cruiser 
attaok, mhioh ho nom know had only hit combatant ships* Ho therefore 
authorised no changes in the search plans* 


V Japanese 8 ear o to plajus^ AupisV^ 7&-6tk, "IStl, CIC Document 74652, 
Ray 12th, 1947, page 2* 
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T b*«o s.aroh plana which desired to cower the ’ r ** b ^** 

W( ) »d 160°(T) to • «.*—«■ <* ™° “* "" 

OB kTlilWllty of thirty nil#®,* w# oc*du*t*d u follow** 

(ft) At 0690. ott® l«*d reconnaissance plftjo* fro» the Air 

prooftvotxi ftT iw *»o * ww— » t arriYod ower Sayo I •load* 

th* Japan#*# Cruiser Fore* ftt 0S28* mam. . bl)9 to ug# 

the pilot found that the weather Wft* wery *l©«d>, * and 
these aload* to considerable advantage *• cover. 

thie plena wee deteoted on the SAM JTIIIU r*der MrNMtOJU 

*** LtTii^o^ift fire beoaue# it ot^ed outside the range. 

i££%z ss to .ooo - 

reecnnoltered the area.**** 

The Pilot reported that th* Allied foreee present *t lOOOoon- 

aieted ofOTS^evy o£d*#r, two light cruisers or destroyers ,sey« 

destroyers >r Bine swwe?*rs end nineteen transports - none of _* h1 ^ 

l£HTr ZuliSSTrf l«»c th. -rtcr..... Wl. report. £1. 

SZitenM? to .rror .. r.«^<U th..hip.. 

Mrmt u «^rt. th. Ur*. trjn.p.rt. (»•>• »£J JSVSw tto 

t* 1* nraavaed that the beery cruiser observed was e.oner *»• 

«1 that th. MB «* J«S « U “* 4 
as light cruisers or destroyer*. 

after oonpleting it# reoonnaissene# of Tulagi-Ouadalomalt thi» 

axxer «epw«*6 ,^,o fm \ _ _ it. Basrah towerd th# 

AMMAitiH inlfl on oouraw **•*» v*7 --- .. _ 

^;”hl. 4i.t«U. .1— « ^1^0 .t 

iLiTtSo !*^«rtLt.i» p 

of roo iile* - did not adversely affect th* Japanese situation. 


— e Japanese UiC^Oooui^* Ti6S2 * 

Hay 12th, 1947, pegs 8. 

+*+* A^tion^Report, SAM JUAB. Report tf Action, 194£ 

August 8th-10th, 19*2, Enclosure (A). 8** 1 * 1 001, Augua , * 

•os* Japanese Search Visas. August 1*J*. no4ma, 

May 12th, 1947. also Secret Message #87, 1»ar Mary -8th Air rioi.m , 

WDC Dacissent 1817SO. 
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In the first place, the search plan* In the next sector to the ripiit 
covered Indispensable Strait on It* return track* In th# second place, 
the Allied carrier teak foro*, TO 61.1*, eat* at this tine fully 760 miles 
frfcii ftsbcul end ees on s southeasterly spurs*, at fifteen knots. The 
position of this task force assured that it yo*sld not bo di soots rod by a 
search to a radius of but 700 miles from tabeul. 

The fast that this pilot orashsd cm landing* indicates a 
possible shortage of fuel,* and this nay hare been his reason for on in¬ 
complete mission. On ths other bend, hs nay have fait that the remainder 
of his search sms unimportant, since ths Allied ships vers still in Iren 
bottom Sound end shoeed no sign* of retiring.** In suoh ©as*, it mould 
have been uBnooosaary for him to pursue the Allied for©* (in retlrsoMnt) 
to a 700 nil* radius. 


(b) At 0700, four land attack pianos - all from th* FCUBTF Air 
Group - departed Babaul. Th* time of take-off ms on*-half hour later 
then planned.** Those pluses operated as followss 


(1) On* piano prooeeded direct to Mono Island, from uhioh it 
took departure at 0968, making good th* track of If3°(T) to a distune* of 
4SO mil*# (700 udles from Babaul). At 10SO, at th* * iter end of Its 
search. It flee sixty mils* to the left, passing over ths position wher* 
TO 61.1 had bssn at 0600, and than at about 1048 started its return to 
Babaul. At 0985, tb*s plane sighted sad reported by radio a large enemy 
destroyer in position 100 miles on bearing 681 (T) from Tulagi.*** This 
the JAH7IB, sbese position, derived from plotting her knowrc course 
d speed from previous eontoeis, ms actually ntnoty-aevsn nil** from 


k..l ^ —A_V-——_ 

J>mttfcj W VWA A»^ Awe-yA^f 


.m hi 


ns«4 eaf4i 


th* Japan*** pilot tod gimm a fairly aeoureto position report. This 
pilot aada no ether son toots. 


(I) One plane pr o seeded direct to Gross Island, free uhioh it 
took departure at about 0755. It thee eammsneed It* searsh along track 
1S0°(T) to a distune* of 690 miles (700 miles from Babaul) • At 1050 at 
ths outer end of lie eeareh, it flee sixty miles to the left* and then, 
at 1048, started the r*t*m leg Tie 0reea Island to Ibabeul. This plane 
made no eoatoets. 


(8) One plan* proceeded along track 189*(T) from Ssswi to a 
distance ef 700 mil**. At 1050, ehsm it mas at th* outer end of its 
sear eh, it flse to the left for sixty miles until 1046, wad then headed 


'"TTRTroayih mad DispositTc^ of HEX Air Flotilla on iaag^eV tth, l»4i a 
CIO UDouMttt 74529, lay 12th* 1947. 

*« Japanese Seareh Plans August 7th-9th, 1942, CIO Document V4682, toy 
11 ih. }:**?, peg* 4* also Secret Veosag* #97, tour Diary 25th Air 
Plot ilia, WDC Doeonent 161780. 

**e Ibif.r this translation gives ths tine of contact as 1155, ehieh la 
obviously a mistranslation. 










for E'iboulo At 1100 this piano reported by dispatch tho eight in* of an 
ACSdLLES Class cruiser retiring fra® tho area, dsaagod and at flow speed.* 
Tbo idontlflootion of this oontaot as an AC HILL AS Class oruJ eer was in 

sineo it was, in foot, tho damaged JARV13 which was retiring fro® 
tho aroa on eenrso 250®(T) at ton knots. It socks probable that tho 
position of tbo JARVIS at this tins was about. 25?®(T), distant 110 nilss 
fro® Tu Ingle This so or ah piano did not, at thio ti»c, continue, its 
rotum fli / t to Sab&ulg but tracked* tho JARVIS until relieved at 1500 
by an Air Attaek Group in a position 150 nilos f r ® Tulagi.* 

(A) Qm piano proooo d od along course 10d°(T) to a distaneo of 
700 wiles. At 1050 whsn It was at tho outor snd of ths ssaroh, it flow 
to tho loft for sixty niloot efid et 1048 it oowsnenoed its retun. flight 
to mbaule At 1550 it was sighted to tho wostward of Tauu Island by »n 
R.A.A.F. Hudson pilot who correctly reoopiised it as a Mitsubishi hoary 
bowber.** This Japan*s* piano nado no contact*. 

(o) At 0814, on* largo flying boat, fron tho YOKOHAMA Air Group de¬ 
parted Sabaul and proooodod to cooroh on oourso 098®(T) to a distaneo of 
700 nilos. At 1029 whoa at its outor Unit of ssaroh, it turned loft to 
eewwr n lnt*m? log of sixty nilos* and, at 1047, it oosewnoed its rotum 
log to Sabaul where it landed at 1445, It node no contacts, hit was 
si«hted and ecrreetly racogsisod as a Famnishi flying boat at 1S2C by 
«i*R.A.A.F. Hudson in position thirty-firs nilos north of Tauu Island,** 

(d) Cno large flying boat of ths FOlKTRHRfTH Air Group departed Rabaul 
at 0418 and proooodod along traek 148®(T) t© a distance of 700 nlleo. At 
1025, whon at its outor Unit of aoaroh, it turned to tho loft and flow 
• AirtuiM of sixty nilos until 1047, whsn it oosmstinod its rotum 

to Xawnul, about line, It ®«# no contacts. 

By way of trnsnarislng the abort searches, they ware successful in 
discovering tho JARVIS, and in obtaining reasonably good infomation 
oonesming tho Allied forces at Tulagi-Gcadalcanal - partinilarly as 
regards tho transports* yet they wore oonpletely unsuccessful in die- 
sorering tho Allied sorrier took fores. This was, of oourso, because the 
carrier task fbree was not In tho area soarahod, but mo already retiring 
to ths southeast, 

fh?s failure to locate the Allied carriers on tho 9th nust have boon 
oma nore confusing to Cowmnder FIFTH Air Attaok Force than it had boon 
on the previous day. Ho know tho carriers nust bo in tho area, fer his 
planes hod encountered Allied carrier* based planes over Tolevgi-Guadalcanal 
on the preceding two days. Bo also know that tho Japanese Cruiser Force 
was retiring sad was within striking range of tho Allied carrier aircraft. 


TJoar’aTtrplans AugusV "7 th- 9th f 1445, Cl» &xwa*rafc 746^/lhgr 
12th, 1947, page 4, 
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Was it not reasonable therefor* to assume that an attack would be wads on 
these cruisers by Allied carrier-based planes? If so, where were the 
carriers? 

It is not entirely clear what Commander FIFTH Air Attack Foroe had 
decided to do In this natter, but it Is known that he had launched a 
powerful air attaok group frost Rabaul early that morning. This attack 
group consisted of sixteen land attack planes of the MI SABA Air Group - 
armed with torpedoes - and fifteen fighters (tekos) of the TAIMAK Air 
Group, The exeot time of the departure of this attack group from Rabaul 
is not available. It is presumed, however, that it **£ at about 0740, 
since the Australian ooast watoher on the north end of Bougainville 
Island reported having heard an enemy air attack group at about 0645.* 
Analysis indioatee that it would have required about one hour for the 
attack group to cover the distance betwesn Rabaul and the north end of 
Bougainville Island where the Japanese airfield on Sohana Island in Rika 
Passage was located. 

Ho information Is available no to the initial objective of this air 
attack group, but it seats probable that it waa the diversion of Allied 
carrier planes away from the retiring Japanese Cruiser *<jree« Initially, 
on its depart tire from Rabaul, Commander FIFTH Air Attack Foroe may have 
assigned it either of too tentative objectives* 

(a) The destruction of the Allied carriers - in case they were dis¬ 
covered by his searoh planes, or 

(b) The destruction of tie Allied transports - if they showed any 
indication of withdrawing frcei the area* 

In either case, as the Allied carrier planes would probably bo dram 
thereby into tbs defense of the target, it * eases dear that these objectives 
would have been oerreot. 

Analysis shows that, the Japanese air attack group oeuld not have pro¬ 
ceeded directly to its objective without seme delay an rout*. It seems 
probable that the entire air attack group waa sent to the airfield at Buka 
Passage, there to top off in fuel while awaiting specific orders from the 
Comsmnder FIFTH Air Attack Foroe, This supposition is based on the time 
and plsoe of its attack on the Ill-fated JARVIS - to be discussed later# 

To have arrived at 1500 over the JARVIS, the air attack group would have 
had to depart Buka Passage after 1050*, It so happened that 1050 waa also 
the tins the Japanese searoh planes had reached their ,700 nil* radius from 
Rabaul without having located the Allied carriers, Hhlether this was 
simply a ooincidence or whether it waa planned, is not oleari but it seems 
clear that Contender FIFTH Air Attack Foroe did know at 1050 through radio 
reports from his plane# that there was little - if any - probabilfcy that 


e°~KSf ‘STsTSaZXET Action ftaport, cRF &£,6 Action fee pert and &tf~ f Wr 
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uMgr*deetrojer^bearing 2f l°(T) distort about 100 nil** Tv o* Tula^l. 

Although there 1. no d.finlf Infomatlon a. ^onh.thar ornotth. 
Jaoane.e .ployed their airfield at Buka Paecage at thi* **“•• ** ** 
that%JLnder FIFTH Air Attack Force had 

personnel fro. the TAHAH Air Orotp* ^ LS^ * to 

« JL . *t nuTH vieet He ado arf r» to Buka in the AlluZi* on *“P* 
f .^t,Th.i”n“n.. r «... «.d M th. 0... «. rood f«'-” 
Aucuet 8th.* It ia alee knotflx fat the B.A.A.F. Bidton .. 

£ff en reconnoitring the airfield once daily einoe Auguet 6th buthnd 

discovered no flight operation, there.*** Jx\llo - 

wfeioh had paeeed over Suka Fea®*e* <® w off Thi. 

three hour, after the Japane.t air attack group 1had taken off. Thi 
R.A.A.F. plena did disoover the amll .hip. anchored at the ba.e, end 

uee fired on by one of the..**** 

t*. lorioal to oonolude that Cowuider FIFTH Air Attack Fo**®* 

bad dlotdad at 10S0 to attack tbo billed ahlpaot ££,*^1-*^ ' 

and that he had direoted euoh an ettaok. Judging fro. the tl 
attack . at 1500 - and the -p~d and di.tano. 
croup should hare taken off tram the airfield at Buka Pa *• 

WAA^in oonpliaaoe with this attack order. Thi. being tf oa.o. t 
sightfc at 1100 of an "ACHILLES Class oruiaer dunged ^d ret**** 
ihfarSf. by another of hi. search plane.***** 

attaok g^oup wat in the air. sn rouf f Talagi. The ACmXCS C^.. 
orulser"**#* reported in a position a Mttle to of the 0956 

contact on * -large sne^r destroyer".**•*• 

Attaok Puree appear, to haws olaarly *__- - —> 4 a. Wit A 

a _.k4. tu \ mortd tn« Q»»*roy»i '*••**’• *-- 

T. iTltt.^t ^rt’V-.«U« thot O—ador crula.r 

zarjTm^ .* e-*««*•* -r j 2?-L?s , s.'sST^ss 

bean “out to flight - .****** Her# she wasl What shoved "• ®° 

he divert hi. air attaok group to destroy ’hi. ® rul *!! t °L* 8 ^ ld ^ ^ 
pemit the ordered attaok on the transport, m Iron Bette* Sound to be 

oerried out? 


Tn rejectlantlng the situation at this ti* 
probably were soaewhat of the following nature* 


hi. oonaideration. 


--a- tWhalW BaU ^ n ^cri #6 o t iK^FlFfH Air && 'Toroe, WDC 

Document 160140* 

** War BLxry, J6tto Air Flotilla. WDC Doou^nk 160166. 

... oinc“SwiMC Radio OI4». <*-7* S7.«, top.* U*. 18 “- 

to Chi of of lUt. 0.«. irajr. _, ,„„ t 

..a. ttlid blr Foroaa. SOWOTiC lr~. SooonMl.aaooo S^rt, input 

.„.. ^i”“;~roh .Una. iupaat Tth-»th. 1MI. CI 0 Dooo»™t 74Ul. 
fcHdlr* »tb Hart, topiat Ttb-lOth. 1«, CIO ■*—•«* «•». 
May l*th. 1447, page 1. 









(a) Ha km, of ooursv, that tte ME TO BAKU hod boot* rank off Capo 
St* George by an Eliod sutoaarine at 0084* August Pth, and that th* five 
otter J apane se transports vlth her had ten recalled to Kahaul frew tteir 
expedition to raiafOroa Tulagi. Ha alao know that thla rsaoved for tha 
lnawdiata present tha possibility of reinforol^g whatever Japanesegreuad 
troopa remained la tha objective araa* (El ooataet with thasa ground 
troops had baaa lost oa August 7th). Ha appaars to have fait that for tha 
time tain ha was am.bis to interfere seriously with tha operations of 
tha All lad landing force* Therefore, tte urgency of destroying tte Elied 
transports was lessened* 

(b) Ha teas? fra* tte rapcrt of tha Japanese reeonnaissaaee plana 
•war T^UgX at about 1000 that tte Ellad ships showad no indlaatlona of 
departing from Iron Bottom 8«**xd, Tte tran*points therefore* atlll oon- 
stltotad a targat for.latar Japanese air attacks ~ to be carried out aa 
hi a reinfaroemtubs arrived frow tha Marshalls and Marianas Islands* 

(s) Ha appears to haws oonsidarod tte cumulative affoot tte sinking 
of an additional Ellad oruisar (that was trying to aseapa) would bar* 
cb tte Iwsaiflstr Ellad stratagy* Ha oonoludad that tha dastruation of 
this oruisar* whan addsd to tte Ellad loesaa of tha night action* would 
havo a grsatsr adverse affaot on that stratagy than would tha loss of a 
fsw transports* 

Sa daeidsd to attaok thla "oruisar"; and t bars fora, at about 111b* 
diraotod tte air attaok group from Babaul to this now targat; and* at 
tte saws tins* appear® to ha vs advised tte air Group Ccmnsnfler that tte 
"oruisar* was being traokad by ona of his land-based saaroh planes from 
Eabaul* 

Tha air attaok Group Cowan nrior immediately headed for tha above 
ooutaot* At 1800* under tha protaotion of a strafing attaok by his 
fighters* ho suooeeded in torpedoing tte "oruisar" (JARVIS) saad in sinking 
ter without * traea or a survivor In a position boaring 284°(T) distant 
180 ailti fim tte oswtor of Savo Island.* In accomplishing this rasult 
his sir attaok group encountered heavy AA fire from tte JJRVI8 aa a 
sonsequenoe of whieh tte IQ SAHA Air Group lost two plans* shot dowa* ona 
severely daang sd and forced into oca. emergency landing and three lightly 
dMsaged) a total at six*** ' His staff* in prop#ring tha report, reoordad 
that tte 1800 torpedo attaok was wad* oa Elied ships "at Tulagi 
This entry reveals that the target assigned had been tha Elisd shipping* 
«nd it appears *hat his staff had inadvertantly overlooked tte ©tenge of 
targat to the "ACHILLAS". 


® geo ret Message 4^» Her Diary festii Air /lotilla* hbc Document TSlt36« 
•* Mar Diary 26th Air Plotilla, WDC Doouwent 1*1T80. 

•** strength mi Disposition of 26th Er Plotilla, August 7th»9th, 1942, 
CIO Dwuneot T46Z9* May 12th* 1947* 
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Than the dMnpttit* rol«« »®r® unwittingly r®vwr®®d. !»■*•** of the 
retiring Japanrt* C«ii*r Ttwroo acting a® a lur® to draw "h® A~li»d 
oasriar fere® Attala rang* of th® aat*il-bn®®d bomber®, *** ******** d*«- 
troyrr J4HTIS >®oam> th® lur* which dr®w off ttos Japan**® air attack fro* 
th® Alllad tran®po*i*tB and cargo ®hip®. 


(b) OPgKATI<«8 0? JAPJW88K SPBMARIWB 

¥b® amrk *»®«w*»t® of tfc® Japan®*® wabwarln®® .* «th ara not 

Available tat can b® dlaottcsod In a f«a®ral *ay« 

(a) th® go8-i tea® ®till ea itatlon off Port Moresby T*®r® It waa 
r®e 0 »eo(t*rln« Allied »oven*nt® in that area* 

(*j\ Tfto 1*121 «d possibly th* BO-M *®r® operating In tha rloitlty 
of im MUa Sound* 

(o) Tt* i-lEf and th* I-\23 war® ®till an roota to th® Tulagl ar®a. 
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CHAPTER XIX 

OPERATIONS 01 ALLIED SCREENING GROUP 
Ofezb August 9 th to 2400 August 9 th 

(a) OPERATIONS OF CHICAGO GRO UP 

(1) Operation* of CHICAGO 

At 0225, the CHICAGO’S radar made contact with a ship at 7,000 ysrd* 
range* This contact was reported to the Conrwmding Officer as the saw? 
small ship that had been sighted at 0217*’'' This ship wns, of oourae, the 
BAGLEY, The radar ranges and bearings revealed that it was at this time 
headed north. 

At about 022G, the Commanding Officer, CHICAGO received u message 
from CTG 62,6, addressed to the Commanders of the Screening Groups, ask- 
ings "Are your groups in aotionT"** 

This message must have caused him to realise suddenly that he had 
been out of the action for some thirty-six minutes k that he had located no 
enemy ships on his present course, that any continuing action must be oc¬ 
curring east of Save Island since CTG 62,6 wat aware cf it, and that he 
himself rfas completely out of it* He must have become deeply concerned 
over his own conduct of the battle. He hud been caught by surprises his 
own CHICAGO Group had disintegrated taotionlly ?mdor the Japanese firej he 
did not know where they were or what had happened to then, although he did 
know that the CANBERRA had been on fire. Fhet reply oould he give CTG 62,dt 
His answer was briefi "Were, but not now»"*« 

At this time he decided to return Co hit operating ares and therefore 
reverted course, steadying on heading 100°(T) at 0228.♦ 

About one minute later, at 0229, he observed a gun action between two 
Shipn bearing between 240 degrees and 250 degrees relative* - 350 degrees 
true - at a distance of about 24,000 yards, Thia w, i the final engagement 
of the night action - the laat exchange oi fire between the RALPH TALBOT 
and the YUBARI, The Coasiaiiding Officer, CHICAGO had n > idea of what this 
firing waat nor did show the same interest in investigating it that hs 
had shown at 0200, when he had observed the action between the JARVIS and 
the YUHAGI. F* was concerned now with other considerations. 

He probably realised that, as Offioer-ia-Tactical Ccmend of the CHI¬ 
CAGO Group, he had failed fco give orders to hi* own group, or to coordinate 
the operations of his group with those of the VINC^NES Group, or to alert 


* iotlor Report, CrflfcA&fl/“concerning lotion Against "Bnway To ro e * ~TDIgurt 
Pth, 1942, Guadalcanal Area, Serial 099, August 13th, 1942. 

** Remarks by CTG 62.8, Night Action off Savo Island, August 9th, 1942, to 
CTF 52, August 11th, 1942. 
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the VINCENNES Group as well as both CTP 52 and CTG 52.6. Instead of car¬ 
rying the action to the Japanese earlier ns t»h®^ JRQT® o ' 

had noved independently to the westward - lu good faith, it is true - but 
unfortunately, he h»d encountered no eueny ships in that direction. Keen- 
while, he had observed that the VINCENNES Group ha-i been heavily ongsged? 
v« had seen a burning ship. Whore ware the** shirv now? He had lost ail 
>nt*ctJ Had they succeeded in driving off the Japanese attackers or fi*d 
failed? Wera the transpoi-ta all right? Furthensoro, where were tne 
a-.TKT *nd the PATTERSON? It is highly pro be bit; that these and nany other 
f , op tions were fleeting through hie niwd as he < losed the combat are*, 
r.-jf.p zd find out the sad tale scon enough! 


Whiia standing toward* his operating at 0232, thv* CHICAGO oota- 

r'.cuced rudar tracking a ship detected ou hie port hand*® 


Shortly after 0242, the Conuandlng Officer, CHICAGO received a w - 
aage frm CTG 62.0 which directed hi** "Export situations"®® At 024. he 
repliwd! *We arc standing toward Lengo on oourse 100. 5 ’** 

By 024S h^ euat have thought better of his aoonany of words In reply¬ 
ing to the two queries of his iaaediate Superior ii Comnd, Sc far, he 
had laconically stated the uppermost thought in his own *ir.d| but perhaps 
he. had better report the situatl <* he faiew it. B* therefore sent an 
^jRplifying report to CTG 62,6 .. -ion stated* "CHICAGO couth of Savo Islwd* 
Hit by torpedo. Slightly down by bow. Ka«®5T ships firing tc seaward. 
CANBERRA burning on bearing 126°(?) five alias fro® Savo. Two destroyers 
standing by CANBERRA.*'''* 


How Coessander CHICAGO Group obtained his information that two destroy¬ 
ers were standing by the CANBERRA is not known, as this information waa in- 

_ * AiSTV/l* ?lA ^ . rti* iKiWAft +k*4* A 19 Rlfff ind 

nnrrftflt. ^rntCi wCflMuaor vxuoahv ^sewH-w.%. —— - - 

PATTERSON 'were not with him they «ue be ’.ritfc the CANBERRA® 


fnw CHICAGO continued to tr the ” no.iaot on her port hand 
until 03»'-6„ *hea she identic ... vis- through the base as tha PAT- 

TRRSOH.® The PATTERSON then too'c an anti-submarine station on the CHICAGO a 
starbocr.i bow,* thus reforming the CHICAGO Group to a limited extent. 

At 05 j 2, Cowaander CHICAGO Group char' ^d court# to 119°(T) to oloa* 
area IRAT.* At 0335 he detected the CANffL about two alias astern*** and 
dirpa^hed the PATTERSON to As assistant . the CANBERRA* which - disabled 
and burning - ns lying to. mt had not been sighted previously because the 
visibility in the rain squalls in this arsa was very low. 


—» AotToii^Aaport, cSfCAGO, oouoerning Icl^on AgainYi^KSwy Forces, August 
8th, 1942, Guadalcanal Area, Serial 098, August 13th, 1942. 

«, q«K^rkc by CTG 62,6.. Night Action off Savo Island, August 9th, 1942, 
to CAP 62, August Utb, 1942. 

**• CHICAGO Msp&toh 082360, August 1942, to CTF 62 and CTG 62.3. 
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Tmv ainutos later, at 0.'.37, the CHICAGO slowed to tan krote,' Sfca 
was about eight mile* from Aren XRAY, whore tho visibility was r*ry poor 
and where many ships were mil} lug alov.t underway** At 0542* when about 
sev th wiles from Are* XKAY and in the vicinity cf the AUSTRALIA '0 patrol 
line* she slowed tc fivr knot*,* probably as a precautionary measure in 
navigation* Tit" Commanding Officer* CHICAGO thon reported hia position, 
course and speed to CTG 62*6 and ardodt "'Believe bulkheads will hold 
agaiutfc high epeed."** 

At 0547 „ the CHICAGO we-i crrefuily observing the surface oontaotc 
whioh were showing on her radar. She had alretdy tracked one target in 
particular fie it stood in toward* Area X/tAY** 

At 04>,C, the Commanding Officer* MIGA TO thought that he had observed 
heavy gunfi: e in the d^reotior* of Savo Ial^»J. v ha probably still hoped 
to enter inv-o a gun duel with the enemy* However* he waa doomed to die- 
appointment sines there wore no gun actions in the area at this hour* What 
he appears to have ne^rd and seen wt.s the haavy thunder and lightning which 
wr.s reported by the KtTGRIA, CAHBEPJlA, PATTERS OR, HOPKINS and by other 
destroyers as well in that general area. The Coswanding Officer* CHICAGO 
set a r arc© of 29i°(T) and prooeeded at about fifteen knots to investigate.* 


At •ibout 0520 he oowsksnoed tracking by radar a target which was thought 
to be y ’estroyer.* In the low visibility this ship was not lighted-, nor 
w *<5 thu burnir.; CANBERRA deteoted. However, at 0526, the CHICAGO waa il- 
1 jainated on her starboard side by this destroyer's searchlight.* Bis Cats* 
mending O'fioer, CHICAGO increased speed to twenty knots to haul clear.* 


♦ h». (*•»»» 


Although no orders had been given *u t--* i/oauaw w spas ± *.”5, vu» 
captains on lumber One aud lumber Five 5-inoh gunc opened fire by peroussion 
in the direction of the searchlight** The Secondary Battery Control Officer 
(starts*rd) ordered 3 "Cease firing!" and rang the o«ase firing gong*,* 


By thin time the destroyer* which was in fact the PAT7&BS0K* was ob¬ 
served to return th j fire* Whereupon, both t’<« starboard 6-inch Control 
Officer and the l a l-inoh Control Offioer ordered their batteries tc coo- 
nenoe firing.* At this juncture, the Commanding Officer observed the 
PATTKR80S mike the wrong aaergenoy identification signal, but - knowing her 
to be fvlendly because of her location pursuant to the orders he hsd given 
Her earlier - he immediately repeated the ordwr to oease firing.* The 
FATTKRSOB too ceased firing and illuminating, and all was quiet and darkness 
*s grin** 

The CHICAGO continued on bar course of 29l°(T). Once again h# discovered 


TjtatVm Report, EiAG^T'o one srning Action iga l,n * or oes 1 ’3ugurtT 

9 th- 194b, Guadalcanal Area, Serial 099* August 15tb, 1942. 

*•» Remarks i vr CTG 62.6, Might Action off Save Island* August 9th, 1942, to 
-.!» 42, August 11th, 1942. 
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nothing. However, a* no vessels were i« f sight and there was notound of 
p«f <f j ♦ hr rcTtfied course at 06C0 nad stood toward the CAKSRMt which 
had signaled him <;hat ahe liftd 400 neu on board.* Au tho CHICAGO approached, 
she sighted a destroyer standing in toward the CAtERKRA and soon identified 
her (\* the HJJ3*. The Comnandiui, Officer, CHICAGO, onctv again acting as the 
Group Chian ends r md interested in assisting a damaged ship of his C HICA GO 
Group, dirt’Otad the HUJB to assist in taking cff “.a orew of the CAHSKKSt. 
Suoh orders ware superfluous since the BLUB had sirear 5 / been directed to do 
this by COMDBSOr/ l!IGH?.'' , * , He thon reported to CTG 82.6* -'‘Standing by 
CAMRBRRA. Gave ordered 1ELUK alongside to take off remaining 400 mm."*** 

At 0610, the CHICAGO again stood toward Area XRAY for the purpose of 
Mating the dr«ign»t*d time of being off Lengo Channel for the 0630 with¬ 
drawal,* At this tine, tbo Cowmen ding Qfiioer, CHICAGO reported to CTO 
62.6 th*t& n flLHS, SKLPRIDGB, PAT7KHS0H, standing by CAhBEBRA. A* proceed¬ 
ing to oonoentratlon urea." 5 *** 

At 0?00, the CHICAGO sighted the S&N J'JAJf, and immediately 'thereafter 
received * signal from CTO 62.4 (in tho SAP JUAh) to follow bin toward Ares 
YOGS.* The Conaandlng Officer, CHICAGO fell in astern of the SIS JHAS a~d 
at temp ted to iaoretute speed to confetti to that ship's moveowvto, but 
unable to ua iota in any grtreter speed than ten knots because of the tearing 
of the ruptured plates on. the bow and because of the j-reesure on bulkheads 
which had not been #ufl?/i*»ntly shored up as yet.* 

At 0720, the CHICAGO, ^peratiug alone, revived a visual aessage from 
CTG c‘2.6 to stand toward the AUSTRALIA. As this order was carried out, the 
CHICAGO wsaumed her designated daylight position in the acroen of the trans- 
nr nt*mm TR»T.* Her ooflret ions throughout the remainder of vhe i-iutu 
were iu thu capacity of a screening ship of 62, 


During the entire action, the CEICAGO fired twency-five 5-inch shell* 
out no 8-ii>,oh shells. Sh£ received in return one shell hit, probably 4,7- 
inch. She also received one torpedo hit in the bow which detonated, and 
one torpedo hit a** id*hips (starboard) which failed to detonate. 

(2) hoas of C AH BERM 

At 0220, the PASEEHSA we* lying to helplessly, with about ter. degree* 


Tft'epo'rt, 'CkfTCdGO, concerning’ Aotlou AjKaiast Xneay force’s AuguaF 
9th, 1942, Guadalcanal Area, Serial 099, August 12th, 1942. 

** Action Report, BLUB, Operations in Solomon Jelanda on Sight of August 
fltb-9th, 1942, Serial 031, August 12th, 1942, and Action Rerort, PAT-* 
TBRSGH, hngageaei't with 2nemy Surface Ships tight August 8th-Sth, 1942, 
Savo-Guadalosuml Tuiagi A>*ea, Serial 001, August 13th, 1912. 

*** Rsoarks by CTG 82.6, tight Action off Savo Inland, August 9tfe, 1942, to 
C2f 32, August 11th, 1942, 
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li*t to starboard. Unooutx dlablo fire navelopad her midship* section, 
whioh area of th» ship had Veen closed down in the hope thut the fire would 
mother itself** 

it about 0546, the PATTERSON was obsenrod to approach and the Executive 
Officer,, CDJ AKKRA, acting for the wounded Ce*sa ten ding Officer requested tnat 
the PATTSKSCW ocas* alongside ta port and to supply lire hosea, Jur-t at th.<« 

the CAHBERRA'a 4-inoh ready service i»mui.ition be^an to explode,* aiv< 
the CANBERRA signaled the PAT"i15R80Ht “you had better waiti"** Eventually 
at about 0406. word was given that it was considered safe for the PATTERSON 
tc ocas alongside* The CANBERRA resolved one pu*sp (hondy-blUy) and four- 
hoses from the lATTdRSOI, and oowo-Aioed to fight the fire amidships. 

At 0600, the Executive Officer, CANBERRA was informed by the Cofcvxnd- 
lag Otffioei, PATTBRSOK that CTF o2 had dirrot <2 that if the CANBERRA could 
not be Made to stem it tine to Join the gonial retiresaent at 0C30, she 
fii to be abandoned and destroyed,* Re looked i've situation over a* regards 
the condition of the whip and realised his position was hopeless. He there¬ 
fore at 0616 gave order* to stop efforts eo sar* th* ship end prepare tc 
abandon ship* 

At this sane time, he received a warning from the PATTKRSONi "Out, 
all lights!** He stopped do transfer o.C thf. wounuad. the PATTRRF tlmn 
imedlately wwnt ah"*ad on car salines* casting off some lines, outting 
others, and ev^ p ulng a few to get oiear** As soon as the FATTERSOM wee 
clear, the Executive Officer, CANBERRA observed on his port quarter a cruis¬ 
er resembling the CHICAGO. He noted that the PATTERSCh and this oruieer 
opened fire on each other, and both disappeared ahead of the CANBERRA in 
the min squalls and low visibility* 

The CAR BERRA continued her arr \nger.wnts for abandoning ship, ana col¬ 
lected parties on the quarterdeck fnd forwoastle** 

At *bjut 0660, as first light was breaking, ah* sighted u destroyer 
and then a cruiser on her port bew. These turned out to be 'Ae BUIS and 
the CHICAGO, .rsocotimely. At about. 0600, the PlWESSJi reeppeared* The 
Bins oasts alongside and secured w h nr port bew ut 06‘;2> the PATT38SCW at 
0626 secured to her port quarter,* /he CAKSBRRh was listing about fifteen 
degrees to starboard at this ties* 

She transferred v he remainder i f the w^ur ded, including the Captein, 


* Report of tfmwsiuider 7, li* tkcsk; vrsfrroi^^Asmss: Xu^t.t 

12th, 1942, to CTP 44 (CM 62.6) concerning L;ee of HXAS CANBERRA. 

** Action Report, PATTB8S0B, Kngagvaoat with ttieay Surfao# Ships Right 
August 8th-9th, 1942, Savo-Gued* loanal-Tulag 1 Area to CTF 62, Serial 
001, August 15th,. 1942. 
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l^nly degrees to starboard, and «h, was .till fiercely on fire midship.. 

The PATTKRSCN end BLUE departed at about 064 \ to t /^°P O ^7; n f ^ 
where they later delivered tho CAN BERRA * personnel to the BARNETT and 

PULLER, respectively.* 

Itourt.il.. .t 0640. th. SKLFSIDffi hnd * r fSi 
,b«.doa«d CANBERRA. At OCSC. .h. order. fr,= ^ 6 . jo *lnk 

rtNHRHPA ** At 0710, she opened fire on the CANBIRRA - expenamg 

:L. 

three passed under the CAN3ERRA without exploding. 

At the time the SSLFRIDHE was firing into the CANBERRA, the Connending 
Off 1«S. £lEt fcrrlr.d In th. .r.n. Noting th. SELFBIDdE firing. 

3 lud.d ihrt th. CANBERRA ». . di..bl.d J.p^o.. °rul..r . 

speed, and opened fire »t 5000 yards, scoring .orer.l hit*. Howerjr 

immediately informed by CGUDBSRON FOUR that his target was the CANBERRA. 

^ t^«:ore at 0743. ceased firing after expending 10G round, of 6-inch 

Mosunltion**** 

At 0747. th. CANBERRA h.d not .nnk, CCMDESKON FOUR dlr.ot.d th. 
to oo»i.t. th. job. Slh. th«n, .t 0756, from olo.e r.ng., flr«d on. 
? LLS *. i Mtarboard side of the CANBERRA under the bridge and ob- 

C«iB*RaT.tIk It 0600. Then th. SSUBIOGS «nd KLLET proo..d.d 
Zl'i w mf^tU th, ,lr raid -ming .t 0646 dir.ofd th« to for. 
.<mUirT dianoaition AC-3. 

w •*-- —— O * 


Durinic the entire action, th® CANBERRA fired ro 8-inch shells and 

Pr0b * b tii2^ d b^ Z'ZJZ 2T S^reoiirt^In'ret^rnot i.V. t!mm 

SSSSSS-SIb SS^inohhif. DMplt. .ft»«t. to th. contrary, 
„h« appears to hare received no torpedo hits. 


(3) Operations of BAGLEY 


,. ,-oon th- ba -lry was headed north at twenty -five knots from her 

position about six miles southwest of the oeatoroC k S ®*° J^ 006 ^ 

ing to the destrc/er rendwsvoue five miles northweu. of Savi Isl 

1942, to CTF 44 (CTG 62.S) concerning Los. of HMAS 
*, JSar Dili y,,- caMDKSECN FOUR SKLFRIDCE, August 9th, 194 .. 

*«* War Diary, KLLST, August 9th, 1942, 
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arrived it 'thin rnwhivoui otbout OSOO taiH ilowd hir upwd "to about fif" 
t««u 3ha did Mil. report sighting su:y ->tb»r destroyers Ui this area, 

but her tttmtioa wu dram to a bnrniof ftLip abc'ri fir 1 * still **»t of 
3«vo Ifcland.* After milling about in the readesveus area for srsu* -imo, 
and not rooi iriii( any orders , Um Comuidlng Offioir, BAOUR *i'p ear# to 
hare deberwlnad that the night action was over «n.i shat the bmoving cruis¬ 
er east of Rave Ialnad warranted investigation. It' she* wre fr Aandly, ha 
night be «f assistances If **3«6r» pwrhaps ho night sink har. i«w 
likely that ha proceeded toward the burning cruise* at about >400. As ha 
approaohad this cruiser ha soon idont.ifiad har as As ASTORIA** At 0490, 
ha received a visual signal from the ASTORIA, requesting him to "stand by * 9 
and than another request to ooue alongside.** He *,herefc*e approaohad the 
ASTORIA, boars on, and tied up alongside her starboard bow at 0449. 

The HAGUft removed approximately 460 euivivore, including 126 wounded 
am and the Cowmadlng Officer, ASTORIA. After* removing all survivors from 
the ASTORIA'e forecastle, the BAGLEt backed clear and busief herself wit* 
picking tip other ASTORIA survivors from the w»ter. 

Shortly before daylight, lights were observed on the after main desk 
of the ASTORIA.* The Co landing Officer, BA«1T, noting that there was nr 
severe fire aft on the ASTORIA and that the AATGRIA appeared in no im¬ 
mediate danger aft? end that the fire on the hangar and amidships was dy~ 
log out, decided to recover the per sonnel in the enter first. He, the?** 
fore, signalled the party on the stem of the ASTORIA that they bad teem 
seen, end continued his rescue operations. During the renisifl| darkness, 
the BASUer recovered the ASTORIA survivors who had been driven overboard 

%._£.«. tMuumv* m_ _ _ ± J_i. J__ a 

vy moiunjus x vrva — i n. mtif." 

At 0646 (full daylight), the EAGLET went alongside the s.arb^rd 
quarter of the ASTORIA to return on board the ASTORIA the Casmanding Of¬ 
ficer, ASTORIA and oertain repair personnel.* It the sene tine, she re¬ 

ceived the ASTORIA'o wounded ae well as other personnel not required ter 
selvage work. She then backed clear and stood by, continuing to rescue 
personnel from the water in the vicinity. At th. « tine, she received sur¬ 
vivors fro* all three cruisers (TUCWIS, QWjlBOY and ASTORIA).* 

At 0900, she observed an unknown nl neaw s o por,-, which turned out to be 
the HQPKISS, standing in frou the- west t* 3*v<< Island., She requested the 
H0MHW to stand by the ASTORIA while she proceeded to the transport Area 
to transfer the wounded and other survivors.* 

She transferred the survivors to the POTS IDS?', JAC1R0R, aud Urn took 


* Aoiion August “ 

alcana! Area, Serial 016, August 13th, 1942. 

♦* Action Report. AETGRJA, Battle cf Save Island, Serial A?&T/A16-S/(OCbOO) 
August 20th, 1942, 
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up her daylight r„ereening station Jn Transport *.»'«* YOKE,“ 


During tho entire action tha BAOLEY fired no project!. as at the, ens»;r. 
Sha firad four torpedoes, all of whioh ml sat d* 

(4) Operations of PATTERSON 

At 0220, the PaTISRSCH was heading vast to paaa south of Caro laland 
and har C-.v'ending Cffioer intended, when olaw to sseward, to proceed to 
the rendeavoua point five miles northwest of Save Island. Har movement* 
ur* revealed by tho fact tfcat the CHICAGO, whioh was standing in toward tit 
eestrcrd, oowianoed radar tracking the PATTQRSON at 0232 and subsequently 
identified her at 0306.** The PATTBRiOd thereafter took atation on the 
gtertoerd bow of the CHICAGO.** 

The Coaaaanding Off 1 aer, PATYBRSOS antes no wention of it in his re¬ 
port, but the preaenoe of the CHICAGO causal hi* to o’»nnge hie plan of 
proceeding tc the deatroyer rendexvous to that of screening the CHICAGO, 

He ttok atation on her bow apparently without orders* 

At 0312, the PATTSRSOitf conformed to the CHICAGO’S change of course to 
119°(t) and continued with her at twelve knots toward tran 0 pert Area XRAY.** 
Bn rout* she observed the burning CANBERRA to port# At 0536, when in a 
position about nine ails* from Are* ISAY, uh* received order* fro* the 
CHICAGO to close and stand by tha CANBERRA.*** 

a- *v,_ __tK# nettWRUB'*. the Gomnandine Officer, PATTERSON 

learned that the CANBERRA was unable to oop* witn the nany ures. “» *®“ 
oeired a request from her to ooae alongside the windward side amidships 
and to Turniah hoses for flouting firu* He could see violent explosion* 
on the CANBERRA at irregular interval* and because of those he *»*• signaled 
from the CANBERRA* "You had better wait."*** 

The weather in this area a« tha tiae oonaisted of heavy rain squalls 
uoeoapanisd with thunder uad lightning; the visibility was leas than one 
nil*, and sufficient wind had risen to make the sea choppy.*»* These 
rain squalls belpad to quench tho fires on the CdBBBHRA as they had done a. 
about the sea* time on the burning ASTORIA* 


AoiBn- Tgp Jrt m r ari^nfcgag«a.ni /jlgutT TO, 

aloanal Area, Serial 014, August 13th, 1942. 

** Action Report, CHICAGO* concerning Action Against Enemy Forces Au^iet 
9th, 1942 Guadalcanal-Tulagi Area, Serial 099, August 13th, 

**• AotUm import, PATTKRSOSf, SngagWMnt with Enmay Surface Ships, Bight 
August 8th-9th, i» 8avo«<AiadaJLcMtal~Tulagi Area, Serinl 001, August 
13th, 1942, 






Eventually* at about 0408, the PATTERSON vent alongside the port mid¬ 
ships a action of the CANBERRA, since the latter was Hating about ten de¬ 
grees to starboard,* Hoses and hand}' billies wore sent across to the 
CANBERRA and fire fighting commenced, The PATTERSON started removing the 
wundfd from the CANBERRA across brows, in small boatt;, <md «?>n in cargo 
nets,* At 0410, the Connending Officer, PATTERSON reported to CTF 62 that 
the CANBERRA was out of commission* 

At a few minutes before 0500, a dispatch was received from CTF 62 
which jtatedt "It Is urgent for this force depart this area 0630,," Almost 
iauaediately another message from CTF 62 addressed to CTO 52.6 was inter¬ 
cepted in the PATTERSON asi "If CANBERRA cannot join retirmeant in time# 
she should be destroyed before departure.”** 

This latter message was read to the CosnnAndfng Officer, C4NBE.T0A (the 
Executive Officer its acting);, who then made the decision to abandon ship. 
Before executing this decision to abandon, hewaror, *J1 wounded ware re¬ 
moved to the PATTERSON and the orew of the CANBERRA, to the mn, stayed 
aboard until this was accomplished. 

Tlhile removing the wounded at about 0510., the PATTERSON made a surface 
radar contact on her port quarter at 8000 yards and noted that it decreased 
in range slowly. 

At Obi:, COMDESDIY EIGHT (in the PATTERSON) requested r,h«s BLUE to 
proceed to the assistance of the CANBERRA.*** The PATTERSON cast off all 
lines and stood clear. The CANBERRA was alerted and all lights were ex¬ 
tinguished aboard. The PATTERSOI; challenged the strange ship three timos, 

V. • , •—m a X m*m . - ^ .A a » *1 ■ ^ Ar W? vfc 
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At 0525, when the range had closed to 5000 yards, the PATTERSON il¬ 
luminated the strange ship with searchlight, and was immediately fired 
upon. The PATTERSON returned the fire with three salvoa of 5-inch shells. 

The Connnndlng Officer, PATTERSON noted the strange ship appeared 
somewhat like the CHICAGO.*** He therefore fired the emergency identifica¬ 
tion signal (which the CHICAGO reported was incorrect);**** and he ordered 

* Action Report", PAi'^MES^r, Engagement witK SnurrT^'urfa'ce' Ship's' Sight 
August 8th-9th, in Savo-Gundalcanal-Tulagi Area, Serial 001, August 
13th, 1942. 

** CTF 62 Dispatch 081735, August 1942 and Action Report, PATTERSON En¬ 
gagement with Enemy Surface Ships, Night August 8th-9th, in Ssvo- 
Guadaluanal-Tulagi Area, Serial 001, August 13th, 1942, 

*** Action Report* BLUE, Operations in Solomon Islands on Night of August 
8th-9th, 1942, Serial 031, August 12th, 1942. 

*♦** Action Report, CHICAGO, concerning Action Against Enemy Forces, August 
St»., 1942, Guadalcanal-Tu.] agi Area, Serial 099, August 13th, 1942, 








“seas* firming!** Tho strange ship (which was actually the CHICAGO) and the 
PATTERSON ceased firing. Fortunately, no hits were nf.de. 

The PATTERSON returned to the CANBERRA *t daylight to resume her work 
of taking off the lurvivcr*. By this tiiae the j.i#t on the CANBERRA had 
inoroamed to fifteen degree*. COHDERDI* EICHT then reported to CTG 62.6 
that the CANBERRA Abandonijsg ship,, that he had rescued the entire orew, 
and iK»uld sink her 4 This message was released before the PATTERSON had 
aoocmplish*d the rescue raiwsion, and it me cither garbled in transmission 
or was mi raiders toed by OTS 62.6 on reception. Thi» *«»» n>i for the 
PATTERSON did not complete her rosou® work until 0640 end ever. then did 
not resoue the entire cT&tf*** 1 

In the meantime, the BTJJ15 had arrived and had gone alongside the port 
bow of the CANBERRA at 0322. Til* PATTERSON then returned alongside the 
CANBERRA, tills tiuvs on her port quarter as the BLUE eased forward to the 
port bow* 

3y 0640, ail survivors hid been removed. The BLUE b*d taken off 260 
survivor# free, the forecastle, and the PATTERSON had taken off the remain¬ 
der - 400 surt i'/ors, including seventy wounded men. The PATTERSON, having 
been relieved o? th* task of sinking the CANBERRA by the SELFRIfXJE, pro- 
oeeded to transport Area XTlAY and later transferred all the CANBERRA sur- 
▼Ivors, and Night wounded «en of her o*vn crow at* well, to the BARNETT. 

* « * 

_ _ ~t.i _ tidTwiMirai n r.ii +-.Vi i rtv-three ( Ti 5—inoh 
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projectile*' at tho enemy, Sho fired no torpedoes. She rvoeived in return 
one 5.6-i»t>h hit, 

(b) OPERATIONS OF VINCENNES ORO UP 

(i) Loss of VINCEkNBS 

At 0220 the VINCENNES, in position bearing 06E°(T) diotant 8400 yards 
:?rc*t aha center of Scvo I*land a wa# dead in the water end preparing to 
abe&don ship.*** 

At 0250, w’ii-m the list had increased ao that it was apparent that the 


lK3T£bn Import, t'ATB&ifltf, ^Er.gacement with En«iy Surfsoe Ships Nij^t 
August 3th-9th, in Savo-GuadAl^anal-Tilagi Area, Serial 001, August 
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CTO 62.6 (CTF 44) Dispatch 081927, August 1942, to CWSCMESPAC and 
A.C.tf.B, (Australian Coawonweslth Naval :Joard). 

Action Huport VINCENNES, Report of Action Between ”SS VINCENNES and 
Japanese Hoavy Cruiaers Near Ravo Islano. on Night of August 8th-9th, 
1942, Serial 0022, Augutfc 16th, 1942. 
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•hip oould not r«Mln afloat, th« Coo—iriding Officer gave the order to 
abandon ship** During the next twenty minutes the crew of the VISCSINES 
were lowering the wounded orer the aide to life raft® and abandoning the 
•hip while she continued to heel store to port,* 

At 0240, the Co—sanding Officer left the bridge and p; jceeded to the 
superstructure deok to eigxervise and to expedite the abandonment, for he 
realized the chip would coon turn orer* At thla time, ha passed the word 
along for al? re—lining personnel to get off lamed? ately* * 

At 0260, the water had reached the deok on which he wee standing, snd 
he ocomenoed swimming** The chip eenk et 0250, end the foremast struck the 
water juat a few feet from where the Cos—ending Officer waa awiaming clear** 

Destroyers* appeared at 0615 and commenced rescue operation* of the 
VIMGBRdBS* survivors. By 0820 they had recovered the personnel on the raft 
to which the Commanding Officer was clinging* 

* * * 

In connection with the lots of the 7DICESHB3, the Bureau of Ships 
stated that the damage to the YHCBMHES waa ao extensive that its lose w, a 
inevitable{ that it is not possible for any lightly protected vessel to 
absorb auoh punishment and survive* The Bureau also stated that fires were 
a major contributing factor.** 

• * • 

During the entire action, the YUCEMIB3 fixed about thirty-three 8 - 

4«mk ekaT 1 e m« A aWtsi^ ' — oaia +ur nei»' eke 11m ^Vim evemf wwi Kmm i T1 ftk AAMA 
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being indeterminate* She received in return fifty-neveo aotual 8 -inch* 

6 *5-inch and 4**7-inoh hits with a possibility of not leas than seventeen 
more, a total of seventy-four hits,*** She also received two torpedo hits* 

(2) Lots of QUHCT 

at 0220 , the QOXVCY was drifting to the eastward in a position bearing 
O07°(T), distant 12*000 yards from the center of 8 «vo Island* The KISftJOASA* 
last a hip in the Japanese column* passed about 2200 yards from the QDDKJY, 
The whole attention of the QUrfcC v personnel at this time waa devoted to 
abandoning ship* The ship was listing he. rlly to port, the forecastle was 


* Action Report, VTHCflTSSi"/"ileporfc 06 Action rietewea Tteft »<1 

Japanese Heavy Cruisers Hear Servo Island on Might of August 8th«9th, 
1942. Serial 0022* lurust 18th* 1942* 

** Loss in Action QUIMCT, ASTORIA, ^THCHTBES, Battle of Savo Island, August 
9th, 1942* War Damage Report Mo* 29, MavSMps 29(574), ftireau of Ship*, 
Mftvy Department, suae 12th* 1943* page 1. 

•** Ibid, Plate II. 
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awash and th* sator wan rapidly apprcaohjjng the ooosdo^ on the port side 
of the gun &r?k. the after pert of the ship wee ablate. 

the senior officer in the forward port of the ship wee the Gunnery 
Officer, who gave the order to those in hie area to abandon ship. This 
officer vrec later the Senior Surviving Officer of the <9TXVCY, but, ss nee 
been pointed out earlier, he did not know it at that tine. Life preserver* 
were broken out, life rafts end floater note were out loose, and all float* 
able objects, including empty g-lnoh shell tasks were thrown into the water. 

At 0236, the gun deek was swash end about a minute later, the bear oar.t 
under. The ship was in her death throes and sank about 0236, going <4r*n 
by the bow and rolling to port.* 

* * * 

In aotmeotion with the loss of tho QOIBCT, the Bureau of Ships stated 
that damage to QUI5C7 was so extensive that it* Ices m* inevitable) that 
it is not possible for any lightly protected vessel to absorb such punish* 
meat erd survive* The Bureau also stated that fires were a major contribut¬ 
ing factor.** 


* » • 

Duri ig the entire action, the 3SIUCT fired twenty-on 8-inoh shells 
and no 5-inoh shells* She received in return thirty-six aotenl 8-iroh, 
S.B-lnoh and 4,7-lnoh hit* with « possibility of t 6 less than eighteen 
more - a total of fif•ty-four hits,*** She also r©o* red thrse torpedo 
hits* 


(3) Loss of ASTORIA 

At 0220, the ASTORIA woe in a position bearing Q78 C (T) distant 10,730 
yards froa the center of Sure Island* Bar tar was headed on 188°(y) but she 
was drifting approximately along 22Q°(T), 

For the next two berrs the party of 300 mm on the forecastle, under 
the supervision of the Contending Officer, assembled seventy wounded wen 
together and attended thost) gathered many dead preparatory to burial) and 
organised bucket brigades under the direction of tho Pirrt Lieutenant, who 


* Action Report, ’gngagapsarnV o?T > SS*3alT*' 

canal Island by Lieut* Cots dr. 6. B. Senobarger, tfSf®, Senior Surviving 
Officer, Serial CAS9/AlS-8/(004)hes, Auftuat lSth, 124S„ 

** Loss in Action QBIHCY, aStORIA, VZVCmHS, Wattle of ^«nre Island, 

August 9th, 1942, War Damage Report So, 29, BovShips 29*' 874), Bureau of 
Ships, Bevy Department, Juas ISfcn, 19-13, pa|$v .1.. 

*** Ibid, Plato IV. 
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reported up frou Central Station. Some progrea.j w»g tar*. <> against the 
fireB. The party on the min deck aft whose presence wars completely un- 
known ro the Comnanding Officer and which was under the supervision of the 
Executive Officer, engaged in similar salvage work ar.d worked i'orward to 
the well deck against th® raging fires, turret III was kept maimed and 
loaded (without primers being inserted) for & time in case the enemy should 
reti rn to Gink the ASTORIA. The magazine of this turret eventually had to 
be f coded. 


In the meantime, the Engineer Officer reported to the Executive Of¬ 
ficer and gave an optimistic appraisal of thr. condition of the engineering 
spaces. The ship had only a three degree list tc port which was not in¬ 
creasing. It was believed by these office 's that the ship could be saved. 
Abcut 0400, a rain squall «et in and aided considerably in quenching fires 
topside. 


About 0130, the DAGLEY wa* observed nppropohing the ASTORIA. The 
Commanding Officer, ASTORIA signalled the 3AGLEY to "stand by". She wah 
than requested to ooine alongside th® ASTORIA'» etarboard bow with her own 
starboard bow, keeping her stem in the cioarthoad of the ASTORIA. At 
0-145, the BAGLRY came alongside ir this manner. The wounded were me red 
across to her, and thon all c.^rvivera on the forecastle, including tn* 
CoMBimnding Officer, were transferred to the BAGLEY.* 


As the 3AGLEY backed clear, the Commanding Officer, ASTORIA requested 
the BAGLEY to stand by until daylight so that am examination of the ship 
oouid bo made aad the possibility of salvage determined.* The Commanding 
Officer thought at this time that he had evacuated all hands and did not 


reel ji Ja ^Vta ► 

raacuft* 


rvaiviug 


At a 'out 0450, the BAGLEY made a report of the situation as regarded 
the ASTORIA to CTF 62 or ** T8S voice radio. It is probable thnt, with this 
exchange of cowauaieations, CTF S2 requested information about the VIHCKH- 
JJES aad QUISCY and was told that iihsse ships were not in sight* 

At this tine, the Executive Offioer, on the after main deck of the 
ASTORIA, attracted the BAGLEY's attention by flashing lights (no messages).*«■* 
He was immediately answered by flashing light f?c* the BAGUSY. Eo thus 
knew that his presence was knewr to the EUM3L5Y. This was reassuring also to 
the other personnel who were on the after main deck with the Executive Of¬ 
ficer. 


* AoHciT’Beport, ASTORIA, - Sat tie o^"4avo Island, SeriHlS^/Ii’S-S/rooSoo) ' 
August 20th, 1942. 

*♦ Lette,* August ISth, 1942 frc;» Commander F.K. Shoup, U3I, Rxeoutive Officer, 
ASTORIA to Commanding Officer concerning Right Cruiser Action off Suvo 
Inland, early morning August 9th, 1942, para. IS, 
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kt 054* 'full daylight), the BAGLEf piaoed her bcr.r alongside the star- 
bo.r/l°£r of tn. I", cocaine ml«. «SJ 0 RU then l..rn.d 

« ». «i., .nd Chief Q. 6 ln..r ..r. pr»,«t. Th... offin.r. 

advised him there whs a good chance of salvaging the snip. 

The CoMumdine Officer, ASTORIA thereupon pieced on board the ASTORIA 

. of t» doo:c dl,Ul«., th. I** ZZ^lTtu’ 

electricians, ship control force, etcetera, totaling aoout 325 men wa u, 
offiere who were not wounded. The Commanding Officer took charge. ; 

0600 " ell the wounded from the fantu.il of the ASTORIA and all -che others, 
not"needod^or^the derange control operations. h,d been transferred aboard 
the BAGLEY, whioh then showed off.** 

At 06UO, the list on the ASTORIA was still thw negroes to port. This 
li8( . i«ter increased because of three 8-inch holes on the port si * 

Ibol. th. ««t.r lin., on. .br.*,t of flr.roo* Number Cn. ^ !£”* 

Fire fighting by bucket brigades went forward in an energetic J 

Engineer Officer attempted undoes sfully to get power and to raise steam. 

At 0915, the Commending Officer, ASTORIA hailed th « H0R ^' “ 
came within hailing distanoe. and requested her to -ow the ^ ov 

shallow water off Guadalcanal. About 091o, ST , d HOPKINS during 

(through the HOPKINS’ TBS radio) to screen th > aSTCRIA a.d HOPKINS dur g 
this towing operation. (An air-raid alert hn just bci broadcast about 

twenty-five minutes before.)** 

Th, HOPKINS .uo<.«,d»d in winging th. AST0S1A> ? *t«™ .round to tn. 
southeast, and by 1100 ni prooo-ding nio.ly,, tho ugn wi th . OT. dl. flcul t , . 

/ « aa <!__.» » 4H nr*m* y\ HI i rt ** Of f iC«To AST’'KaA 

■fn t.h« np^iintime. (urorauiy uu a.ui o » --7 - .. , 41 _ 

had filed a messag'e ca the HOPKINS to CTF 62, report^ tMCi.naiuuu* «.» 
the hope that che ASTORIA night be salvaged if power and water to _ig 
fire could be provided.** 

At HOC, when the air raid alert was secured, tht. Command lag 0f^*i' 
ASTORIA, directed the WILSON - which h»<l been ordered * ”P ® Z * assist 
the ASTORIA - to close and fight fire on the ASTORIA. ‘ * 

alongside her with all fire hcees going, tied up ^7*^' ’ **1* LtORIA’s 
wooing party to assist the ASTORIA's party. At this time, tho ASTORIA 
Writ II. conning tower, and lower bridge structure were still burning 

fieroely. 

In th- meantime. the fire below decks in the ASTORIA was increasing. 


-rryEUr Eggn 1 co^tt. ^-^u P ;ifs^Yf c f:7®3 fi 

ASTORIA to Commanding Officer concert log Night bruiser Action of. 

Island, early morning August 9th, 1942, para. » P V7/A1S t/(00500) 

*u Action Report ASTCRIA, Battls of Save Island, Serial kP&l/klG */(<> &0 W < 

August 20tt>, 1942. 
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Frequent ssmll explowions were heard and the Hot to port hod increased ta 
about too degrees. At about 1100, a ouch heavier esploeion w« hoard which 
turned out to ha the forward wags Bines, Yh* ship now b#£Wi to increase he 
llat to port** 

At 1119, CW 82 ordered the HCPKIJffS, by TBS radio, to oast loose her 
tow »"<< return the mrilTori she had aboard to Area XRAY wb*a by 

the roC HoMAK at about 1146,** CTF 82 also ordered the WIJ30I and SUM to 
Area XMT to discharge the outwivors when the BUCHJIAM arrived to stand by 
the i^TCRlA. 

At 1140, UXilKBGft TWO in the HCPSIMS ordered HSend WXL909 to pro¬ 
ceed with HCPKISS to Area XHAT. She thorofor*. at 1148, dropped the tow 
line end departed,** At 1167, the WILSCH, upon being relieved ty the 
BOOHAXAM, also oaat loose and proceeded to join the EOP^IWS and 'AH. 


At 1200, the EHC HA 1 AS attempted to come alongside the starboard bow 
of the ASTORIA to punp water. By this tine, however, the ASTORIA was list¬ 
ing about fifteen degrees to port and it beoawe evident she was shipping 
water throu gh the B-inoh hcl *>3 along her port aids ca tha second dJ*ok lev#.., 
and that she could not remain afloat 3sueh longer,* 

The expanding Offioer,, ASTORIA therefore requested the JWCKAlU to 
stand by the starboard quarter, and he directed all hands to assemble on 
the stern of the ASTORIA,* 

At 1208, when the port waterway of tho wain deok was awaah, the Coa- 
Mtuding Offioer (tvs the ordor* "Abandon Shipl" All hands want otsr tha 
aide. 3y this tiae, tha ALCEIBA had arrived, pursuant to orders free* C.1F 

^a . i m *_• , A —. ■*- — a 

os w xece vw wiwu* » w>«- 

Tha qOCSASAM low»J*ad two sso or whaleboats to pick up tha survivors, but 
departed lowediately to traok a "submarine contact". In the oeantioe, the 
ALCHIBP oosBoanecd picking up survivors,* 

The ASTORIA turned over on her port b o on, than rolled slowly as i&e 
settled by th* stem so that the keel under her bow raised a faw feet above 
the water before she disappeared below the surface at 1218,* Her position 
of sinking was bearing 126^(1), distent 7700 yards from the center of uro 
Island, 

After the ASTORIA sank, tho ALCHIBA recovered thirty-two survivors fra* 
the water, raft* and boat#,*** 

—• Action iUpor^ , “"A8f®tU, Battle of 3*to Island, Serial APST/aIS-J/IOO^S^ 
August 20th, 1942, 

** Letter August 12th, 1942 from Lieut, W.T. Button, USB, Executive Offioer, 
HQPKIKB to fii—willilli nm Offioer concerning Engagement la Ghaa&iloonel" 
Florida Area, August 7th-»th, 1942, p*”T 1$, 

»** *or Diary ALCHIBA. August 9th, 1942. 
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Keanwhile, th* BOCHAHAM attacked the su^rino and” 

•iderod doubtful, with two 3 ®°"P° U ” x ^ tha^u** win of the ASTORIA. 

sffwi Wi * h - trfcn * f - rr - d 10 tha 

uralMIT JACKSOI.* 


1 =«—«• -» - 

,t»t.4i Struotur.1 flr „ which r..ult.d, iOTeror. eff.otiT.ly pre- 

™"1 w*. Inwtt.Ue. Ih^ ft * con .rolled bemw of th. 

^ U oJV”^'of’^r. *nd unoontroll.d fire. r.«lted In 

rh* lost of th# ASTORIA-** 


Onrin, the 

•halls «i<! fifty-nine b ino . ... r +v * noseibilitv of not lea* 

actual 8-lnoh, 6.6-icoh and «•’*£■* “^£3 r...l«d uo 

than twmty-nina u»r* - * total of «j*ty-tnree 

torpedo hits* 

(4) Operation® of HELM and WILSOS 

m £Z zo ~.ZrT£ 

$£f£}X«Ei th. sSh OIBOT and th. *t—« W« 0rc “*- 

At .bout 0226. ah. i cut If l.d th. RALPH miuiOT a. * ,{ r 3ftL333th!« 

s; svs: t^“*s: a n?4"*r21‘iSw *- d *•*•* f » -* * 

few M>re stives, 

*t .bout 0280 th. HB, -a. r . that ^ iTa^y 

3 Th. KSLMoontlnuad on to-trd th. rend..Tou. point 

five nile* northwest of Save Island,**** 

.: ri^»SS^s 7 si 7 

Ausra.t 9th, 1942, War Damage Report *29, RavShip* -w** )* 

Ships, Ha r /y Depart»«*it, June 12th, 1842, pag-> 

♦** Ibid, Plate V* ,, q___ Taiand Sol arson Islands, 

- ««• 




i*e ararhile, the UILSOH was heading to the southward to pane areuuu 
Savo Island* At 0220, ah® vas about 6650 yards on bearing 083°(T) from 
the. carter of Savo Island, She proceeded south at fifteen knots until sha 
was cla.'.r of Savn Island, then changed course to 270°(T) until sha had 
reached tho open sou. She then proceeded northwesterly past Ssvo Island 
to the i.oint of rendezvous five mile; 1 northwest of that island, where she 
arrived at 0400. 

At 0430, the HELM which had previously arrived in the rendezvous area, 
was joined in column by the WILSON, 

At 0538, as daylight waB breaking, the Commanding Officer, HELM heard 
by TBS voice radio that the 3ELFRPOOE and 1TJC-FCRD, which were in tha same 
area ns he, were returning to the transport area. He then ordered the 
WILSON to return with him toward Area XRAY and to pick up any survivors 
encountered enroute. He set the course for the WILSON and HELM toward the 
scone of the night action with the VINCENNES Group.* 

At 0630, he comme.ioed rescuing survivors in the vicinity of the posi¬ 
tion in which the VINCENNES had sunk.* At 0640, the WILSON commenced pick¬ 
ing up QUINCY survivors. 

At 070b, the WILSON mads an underwater sound contaot which eh* thought 
was a submarine, but - on tracking it - lost the contact in a few minutes. 

Rescue *'perations were continued by both the WILSON and the HELM until 
the receipt *.t about 0915 of an order from the Commanding Officer, ASTORIA, 
through CGMMINRCH TWO in tha HOPKINS, to screen the ASTORIA. By this time, 

the HE3.-M h«d re<jmr*iref! l^S -survivors f-rotn rafts, and from the wator. Of 
these survivors, one was front the QUINCY, three were fro® the ABtORIA and 
171 were from the VINCENNES.* Tha WILSON by this time had recovered 211 
survivors, all that had been in sight up to this time,** 

The UCTif and WILSON then proceeded to the vioinity of the ASTORIA end 
provided an anti-aircraft and snti-submrine screen until 1100, At that 
time, the WILSM1 was ordered to fight fires on the ASTORIA,** She want 
alongside that ship forward with all fire hoses going, and tied up. Tho 
Commanding Officer, WILSON put a working party aboard to assist the ASTORIA 
fire party, Th* HSTJtf continued to stand by in a soresaing position 0 The 
tIr :eid (predicted at about QJOQ) had not developed by 1100, but the sub¬ 
marine contacts, v-hich had been reported, alerted the Commanding Offioer, 
HELM to oommonae anti-eubmarine petroling about the ASTORIA, 


* Action Report, TTTght Engagement off Savo IsYancT, Solomon Islands, 

August 9th, 1942, Serial DD38B/A16-3/(12S»), Augxist 14th, 1942, 

** Action Report, WILSON, Action Against Eneny Surface Ships off Save Is¬ 
land, Eight of August 0th-9th, 1942, Serial 008, August 20th, 1942, 








Yt 1140, COMMINRON TWO in the HOPKINS ordered a.U destroyers in the 
vicinity (HOPKINS, HELM end WILSONl to proceed to Are* XRAY end discharge 

the survivors* 

At 1157, the BUCHANAN relieved the WILSON as tir« lighting ^ip* T ' v ® 
WILSON then fell in formation astern of the HELM in the column of destroy¬ 
er* led by the HOPKINS and proceeded to Area XRAY. 

At 1300, order* were reoeived over TBS from CTF 6 2 to transfer nil 
survivors to the HUNTER LIGGETT. The HELM wont alongside the'HUNTER LIG¬ 
GETT at 1316 and the WILSON shortly thereafter moored alongside tne HELM. 
Both ship* completed the transfer of survivors, including about, thirty 
wounded men, at 1414. The KBLM and WILSON thereafter operated a P«t 
of the screen of Task Force 82* 


During this battle, the HELM fired one salvo of four 6-inoh gun* at 
no visible target. Therefore, it is considered that she did not fire at 
the enemy at all. She received no hits.* 

The WILSON, on the other hand, fired 212 5-inch projectiles, ohe nl*o 
received no hit#.** 


(o) OPERATIONS OF RADAR AND ANTI-SUBMARINE SCREEN 
(1) Operations of HLUE 

At 0220 the BLUE was proceeding along her patrol line - iooatea wust 
of Savo Island - on course 061°(T), heading in the general 

RALPH TALBOT. At about this time, she observed that the RALPH TALBOT which 
was under .earohlight illumination and gun-fire, flashed her two ^ertioal 
red lights as an emersenoy identification signal.*** She observed that in 
spite of this signal, the firing continued intermittently for several min¬ 
ute*.**» Th® Consnanding Officer, BLUE then witnessed the engagement be¬ 
tween the RALPH TALBOT and the YUBARI, though he did not have a clear pio* 
SE of th. situation. H. not.d that th. pmflr. shift.! sod .™Wly «• 
directed from the northwest on the RALPH TALBOT. It ceasedat 02o8 when the 
searchlight (TTJBARI*•) wa* extinguished.*** By this tine the SLJL fa? 

. AnUon »« r ort, ' offIwlggiaSS Ui inl.T 

Auguifc Sth, m2. Serial DD38y/A16-3/(l29), Auguct 14th, m2- 
•* Action Report, WILSOK, Action Againat Enoay Surface Snip* off Savo Is- 
hnd, Night of August- 8th-9th, 1942, Serial 006, August 20th, 1942, 
Action Report, BLUB, Operations in Solomon Island* on Night of Augupt 
8tb-9th„ 19 *2, Serial 031, August 12th„ 1942, 
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m<tm& north to .» t.?»nd S.to I,Und. id .ijhwd burjlnj or»l..r .hoot 
fiw«%dlec aa«* of that island, which ship wus prob .,y the QUaBCT.* 

At 0235 the Bi * raaehed the nrr ths attorn llsit of hwr of.ircl line* 

Oh. tlwr-lpoi nr m *A hour*, to M1«C0»* «d. £ ^'^wd 

continued her routine radar petrol. his* dee* not *pp«*i- to here reoeieed 
COMUKROS TOR'* order over TBS voi w radio for the destroyers to oonoen- 
tr&te. iv appasre probable that such voice tran -ti s« ions frow *hip* *a*t 
ofi Sevo Island were blanked out ore? ®toh of the length of the HLOE a pa- 
JLl liae, Howrer, even had Uw revived this order to **" 

would not have loft her p*tro>? ling station, for both the HLUE and RAIPH 
mSOT were directed. In the Wo sorting inetruotioae to oon * i *“*Jf 1 ®^ 
patrol* nlon^ theii designated picket line*, oren though concentration «»• 

ordered. 

At 0260. when »br>ut aidrry along her patrol line., ahe sighted an un- 
{«tantifi«d ship to the southwest which sive noted was rounding Capa Bspsr- 
anno* end taking a southwesterly ooursa *t average speed.* The 8W* 
orwassd cprad to tanrsty knots* and trailed thl? oontaot, olosing it until 
CS25, She challenged the unidentified ship (visually), *nd received an 
raw (visually) that this rhip was the JARVIS withdrawing fro» the area 

for repairs. 

At 0326, tha BLU* olosad to within 603 yards of the JARVIS.** 
aotad that tbs JARVIS, *hieh hsd increased speed upon being .railed by tha 
BLUE (v«ho* the JA3VIS way have thought was another enestf destroyer attack¬ 
ing, as bed tho YUSAOI), had nor elewed to about eight knots.* Actually 
she appears to have averaged ten knot*. Tha B5UIB noted the h^ry oi. slick 
lv hv th»i ,i4WJ3. which was quito pronouiioed *rr cn in the dareness. 

-- w 

At 0326, the SLUF reversed course to 046°(T), and inorear»d 
to regain her patrol station end rwaws* her routine patrol un 

At 0516, the Cofloanding Officer, JUiR xcceired a revest fre* CCMDES- 
DIV EIGHT (in th* PAitSS3CR) to atund by tlw* CAPBERRA and to assist her in 
abandoning ship. He Mediately left bis patrol area and proceed vo tha 
ussistanoe of the CASftSRKA. Ba route, ha ecnounterrd light visi¬ 

bility whicL w*» reduced to cue ail*. As ** approached tivj CASBEKLA at 
•boat 0600, he lawored a life beet to recovwr p«r.;omieJ observed in the 
water and continued hie approesh. At 0622 iwj went along.!da the port 
quarter of the CARBSKSA, which ha noted wae listing about ilftrendagrees 
to starboard and burning badly ou the starbov d aloe amidships. At 0626, 


v * speed 
a. 


TeltwteV IsTsnSi on bright oHupIS 

8th-9th, 1942, Serial 031, August 12tr. # 1942. 

** Letter August 17th. 1942 fra® C«®*ndxug Officer, E.UL, bo CTP 4 con¬ 
cerning Suppieoantal Information on Action Report BLUE N Serial O-l, 
August 12th, 1942) Serial CSS, tuguat 17th, 1942, 
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h* shifted forward to th® port bow to allow PATTERNC® to ««•« In astarn 

Of hlltto 

The PUTS oowwonoed raswrirg p*r*orn»l, and by 0640, had olearad all 
hard* fro* th* forao'iatia, The Oarnmncia^ Qffloar, BUJ«, than olaarad tha 
*l«k> of tha CIIKIKKA, reocraTad Hia boat with tba surrlwors It had piokad 
up, and proaaadad to Transport Are* XR&Y where ha later transferred tha 
CAPWEfiA furri Torn to tha 7T5LUR. 

a* 31,151 had taban iw> aoti»a offensive Measure# in this night action. 
Sha had inflicted no dawsge on tha enway. She had wnda no contact report#, 
and had sujtai^ed no loss or damig*.* The antira action appeared to bar to 
hova ta!raa p‘:aea on tha opposite aide of Saro Inland.* 

* * * 

During tha antira action, tha BLOK firad no projectiles or torpedo®#. 
She reoeiwod no hit*. 




m :D 


(2) Operations of KiUPH TALBOT 

At 0220, t*v RALPH 3iLK)T wa* eogaglng taw YJJBARX and had Just ocu- 
■«.TO«d a sharp left turn *ith full ruddar in order to bring her port tor- 
pad'; tuba a to bear* 

It ao happened tMt at tha sans time, the Japansee Western Pro up had 
ouaniad oouree to tha left aloo, tha YU3AF: cowing to course 500 (T) to 
parallel tha retimaent loursf of tltw TCTKYU. This change plsood tbw ^ 
vnuBT eg tits aflTP W —IT.WOT *m port auerte**. to that it «iuu,cwss«rjr - ~ r 

latter to ©caw? further to the loft thre nbout 260°(T). Judging fra* 
the on the WJL’PH TAI Mtt that was obtained by tha TWKflJ a turn 

minutes later (at 022*}, it eweae probable that the RALPH TALBOT steadied 
on oouree Ml*(T) at p.bout 0222. 

Ip thi# left tun, the KALPft IALB01' had shifted to tha port torpedo 
direo'«cr« Thirty drgreet left gyro angle set,** whi&l; setting r*T«al# 
tLal tha 3JLLBOT*# target *a» well aft to port and aupporta tha #»^>po*itioii 
thut tha RALPH TJ.J90T had not turned further to tha left than tha beading 
titbit). It mi iwadiately di*ocw• rad that tha trmn»*.#alcu between tha 
diraetor and tubes www ct, and tiv* tubes uere umble to art oh pointer#.** 
Tha pert director had bean put out of oo#arl#aion by tha mmter on® hit in 
tha ohart house. Tha tuba mounts wsre iaawdiotaiy ordered to fir® by 


“S ToUoa TSpoHT DC Opera*lone 'ln"3olowm~T»Ta ^TonT^SrSTXu^Tm- 
9th, 1942, Serial 031, Aug-iat itth, 194?. 

*» g^tlon Report RALPH TALBOT, Preliminary Report of Action, August 8th- 
9 tli, 1942, Serial AA8*>8/t®590/0S, Adjust 11 ih, L»42. 
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local control using the (YUBARI's) searchlight w a point of aim.* 

Some difficulty was experienced on the tube mounts, for only one tor¬ 
pedo was fired - the torpedo in the right barrel of tuba mount Number Two. 
This torpedo, which was fired at about 0225, missed. 

The RALPH TALBOT - which had trained her guns around to the target - 
again opened fire on the YU BARI, mploying the searchlight as */oint of 
aim.* As a result of this firing, the Commanding Officer, RA1JP.J 'LL.XL 
believed that he had scored one or more Mta with his 5“inch gun * an. 
lieved also chat ha had hit directly on or very near the search.' ight, i r 
At suddenly flared and went out.* %il« it is true that he aiu score a 
east one hit at this time. it is also true that he dia not hit .ne UBARI 
searchlight. He was simply mislead by the Japanese searchlight technique - 
which had cased a number of the Allied ships to believe they had damaged 
o:.ner enemy searchlights during this night action. 

At about 0232, the Commanding Officer. RALPH TALBOT was without a 
targe for ho could no longer see the YdBARI after ^extinguished her 
searchlight. This was partially due to the fact that the visibility was 
much reduced in this area because of the proximity of rain squalls * He 
therefore ordered both his torpedo and gun batteries to cease iiring. 

The RALPH TALBOT was now listing twenty degrees to starboard, had lost 
steering control, and was forced to slow to one-third speed, five «•* 

Meanwhile, she was passed abeam by the YtBARI at a range oi about 2000 

yards . 


OUT DU TIT RAT 
ling swixn .... -- 


/* 0252 a).I action ceased** and a heavy rain »et Li 
hnd new lost all power, and her radio transmitter, were out. She wa* hol *~ 
l«sa to move, and unable to report her plight. However, by abon , 0240 ^ « 

had succeeded in rogfti-ing steam pressure on her after boilers headec 
slowly for Save- Island where sha lay to rear fhore, commenced repairing 
damage, putting out fires, and taking the llct off the ship. 

doneurrent with these salvage operations, sne made a temporary rig to 
transmit and receive by radio.* At CdlB, the Commanding Officer report*^ 
by radio that lie wus badly damaged near shore northwest of Savo Island. 

and requested help, 

A* Rib, she visually contacted the SffiPHIDSE, which had ordered 

at 1030 to proceed - from her screening position near Transport Squadron 

-tnco'ti ™ Tj^SrrrtMMr TjALBdf. 

Of h, 1942, St-rlal AlS-3/bD390/05. August 11th, 1*42. 

** Action report, BL-JB, Operations It* JoloBvm Islands on Might August, 
eth-l'l-h, 1942, Seviul 031, August l?th, 1942. 

*-** RanarKs by CTC 82.6. NigjU Action eff H«vo Island. August 9di, a 942. to 

CTP Cl, August .11 th, 1942, 




300 - 






XRAY ~ to her assistance.* The SEUTOCGF, stood by thereafter to help in 
case of need. 

By about 1300, the RlLPH tfO-BOT had made auffioiont r ®PJ 1 *‘ , ^° 
unionray or. two hollers. She got unucrway at 1315 ^ •»o°rt« V th 
SElJ'RltKJB. stood toward Area JKAY via the passage 

She arrived in Area XMY at 1420 and then /^Ton Jha a^temoon of the 
a part of Task Foroe 62 in the retirement scheduled on the afte 

ninth* 


Jrb, th. ontlro .otlon. th. HALPH ULBOT fxr.4 «.1 t, (1) 5 
inoh proteotilor the exact number being indeterminate. She also fired 
four torpedoes. all of which missed. She received, in return, six 5.5 

inch hits. 


(d} 0??dlA?X0N3_ OF CT G S2. 8 in Ati3TRALIA 

At 0220, the time at which the Japanese Comine.nder hadorderedtheen-- 
? aeemen*- b-nkeu off and the withdrawal of his force, CTG 62.u had as yet 
T“«d no lotion fro. hi. cmmmi .. to th.oontiou ng . of th. 

battle or what its results had been so far. Meanwhile, while ***^ a “6 » 

information, and whilo awaiting the arrival of the 1A oatrolling 

directed to rendezvous on hi* in Area HULY. he kept the AbSIRALlA v*trolUa* 
along the line 060°(T) - 240°(T), seven miles west of that area, in order 
to oover the transports and cargo ships there, 

... v._ f 4^,1 i- r ***< vo auorv hie Group Consn&r.dcrs as to the 

situation^ln'thoir^arx*.. Ho th.r.for. Ant . .....go to th. CHICAGO 
(cLwmd.r CHICAGO Group), VMCBMSS (Comumd.r VIHCEHNES Broup) Uii to 
CIO 62.4 In th. 3AS -J'll AH ..king "Ar. your group, in .otiont To hi. 
question h. mini » surprisingly brU. »4 l.oonio r.ply froo th. 
fKTCAGO fltatlncs "Were but not a more complete and satisfactory 

reply from 01x^62.4 aUtiugt ’"This force not in action. App**™ 
eurfloe fore* between Florida Island end Savo"j and no reply whatsoever 

from the VIHCBHlfiSS.** 

A somewhat similar situation had occurred at the Battle 
aorne twenty-sewn year**, orwviruvly when Afifrairai JeliiCO^ * “ tt 

rairai Dwatty* "«h»re U the enemy’s battle Fleet? •£«*** llltl* SrJiser. 
had replied la a moat laconic arid incomplete wsxuh * 3&«ay 


** Remarks by CTG r2*4 KUfrt Action off S*vo Island, August 9th. 1942. to 
CTF 62 August 11th, 1942. 






bearing southeast."* Unfortunately Admiral Beatty had failed to report the 
presence of the Gorman' battleships and had thereby seriously delayed and 
affected Admiral Jelliooe's decision on how and when to deploy the Grand 
Fleet. 


JX,e» it not „eera clear that CTG 62,6*s ability to make decision# re¬ 
garding any additional deployment of his own forces mu. being handicapped 
similarly by his failure tc receive more complete information frcsn the 
Allied ships engaged? 

However, the message from CTG 62,4 must have reassured him somewhat. 

At least, it showed that the battle, for the present, was oonfined to the 
western screening sector. Certainly so far, he had heard no alarms from 
the transports. 

The lack of a reply from the VINCENNES appears to have concerned him 
considerably for he statod later that he eould hear the VINCENNES working 
CTF 62 by radio. This seems to have been incorrect, for the VINCENNES' 
radio was disabled early in the action (about 0153^) and tnere is no record 
of any radio communicate on thereafter between the VINCENNES and CTF 62 or 
with any other ship. The Commanding Officer, VINCENNES stated later that 
"Intership eorcrunications by radio and signal searchlights was lost at this 
time."'* 1 * Failing to communicate with the VINCENNES, CTG 62,6 endeavored tc 
coiwonicate with the ASTORIA and QUINCY but he was unable co raise them. 

At- about 0240, CTG 62,6 in spite of the rain squalls in his own area 
that blank*tad his observations, had information that there were throe burn¬ 
ing ships between Savo Island and Florida Island and that the gunfire lutd 
stopped, is ho had been informed by CTG 62.4 that the area between Save 
Island and Flor ida Island was the battle area, and an hs had b<?en unable to 
eomsrmici.tffi with his northern cruisers, he must hare become rrvan more 
riotistly (-oiioerxieu than, heretofore. He decided to query the CHICAGO ajpiia 
and, therefore, he ordered the Cowman ir CHICAGO Group by rssdio to: "Report 
situationl"*** 

At 0246 he received a reply from Coeowtnder CHICAGO Group us follow®* 

"fa are standing towards Lengo on oourr.e 100 ts (T), v **** If he had been ir¬ 
ritated before he must have been even more irritated iv:w, for it probably 
appeared to him that the Commander CHICAGO Group was withholding informa¬ 
tion. CTG 62. 3, of course, did not realise that the CHICAGO had not par¬ 
ticipated in the battle after about 0161, en , that Corrsandsi* CHICAGO Group 
therefore had little or no iuforss*ti«'u ooiKmraiug the .*per&tlc.n of any ships 

Institute 1336, page 301, 

** Action Report, VINCENNES, Report of Action Between USS VINCENNES *«u 

Japanese Heavy Cruisers Roar S«vo Island on Night of August btb-Uth, 

1942, Serial 0022, August 13th, 1942, 
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<*>" then hi. own. *»} * 2 0 °^ n ?>7r«) ir^t''rlor^lu K Comander. 

£ £rt.m Screening °foup and ta» 8~ ~>t»* o- » 
L^rln M. tU did no, mil.. M Hi. Group C<a~»*r. Comnndor 
«2XCAGO Efpoup *** not in the thick of the *»***•• 

V . v nviv he received Cossaander CHICAGO Group*ft amplifying r »~ 

&>m»r. • 3h of ftm. Island. Kit by torpada. 

Sllyntly dm. by *Tj ££ V^e.t.oyer, .Undin* by CATOSKRA.’* 

*r t: r sriJis£ isiriS+££rt *£«*** 

corannoad'with the CHICAGO Group to the left, and then Had noted to to 
riffct* 

CTO 62.6 now, mU.i. t that OT 62 «. eajer to obtain Information 

ml ahould properly b» infomeo, format 0 * situation undetermined.”* 

uninformative *ee.ag*< ’Surface action « » “ OT 62 of the whoro- 

SSRjI.'K.ruSf i M. Croup Cohere, m. 

evidently not in the battle are** 

At 0315 he observed several lightning flashes to the eastward of Sfevo 
r i JT-h i«h he mistook for ^nfire flashes.* He bee.tme concerned ? bout the 
be«u» hTm. L^ble to communicate with her directly and .loo, 

he had been edvi.ed by Germander CHICAGO Group that destroyer, were 
ic* j m wattPu^^oh — the senior destroyer or tne- 

lag by the CMiEERRA. he queried the PAITE13C* ; he H “ , "". iv , ll „ '..r.g. in 

CHICAGO Group - a. Jo the .tat, cf the CA..BEBRA. BOuth „ st of 

:X5. and oonfu.od C» 62.6 who .bated 


1 A f.AV 


"I weft in doubt about PATT3RS0U because, haying &*lted the 
nmndix* Officer earlier to report the condition the CANBERRA. 

I sub.oquortly received a signal from him Disabled on fire 
in position seven miles sc beast of Save Ib " 

of origin of my message bad not been quoted (by PATTERS 
plying) I wms in some doubt whether this menage referred to ^ne 
condition of CANBERRA or whether it was intended to rep 
T^RSOI-'s conditiona"'* 

w. of hi. da.troy.ra had arrlv.d in Aren XPA5 although more th an one 
" rin< .„ ho had directed them to rendezvous on the AUSinALIA. 

hour had e^apoed tiuce he “ ir ' c )' . .. -. e>t v of his destroyers 

Any doubts that he nay have entertained as ~o the s^oty or 


ms srK by cw « a .«. -K g arignm-c?r8.w= i.i.nJ,'lugu.b mr, ttott it 

CTP 62, August 11th, 1942. 
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wero removed at 0338 when he received a. dispatch fron COKDLSRCN fOUK, in 
the SELFRIDGEi "Destroyera concentrated in poRiticn n irthvrest of S*vo Is¬ 
land,The text ef this Kasai confronted CTG 62.6 with an entirely new 
situation, (a) Hie destroyers were in a moat disadvantageous position tor 
covering the trarvspc -ta in Ar*-«a TRAY * leaving the AUSTRALIA to screen them 
atones (b) hie frees r, of action was immediately restricted at leaet for the 
present, because he toe forced to retain the AUSTRALIA in the moat logical 
covering position, whir'll obviously was roughly where she was, and (o) he 
was forcei to sk dirtiooUy passivo rcle, einoe he was uninformed as to the 
Kovementu of the Japanese Cruiser Force and as to the activities of his ewi 

force. 


CTG 62*6 later learned tha; his order to his destroyers had been mis¬ 
understood because they had been enable to deoyphsr the AUSTRALIA'S position 
ae civon in his dispatch order, Tils was dua to the fact that the position 
had be»n made from the General Sigr.^i book and had then been enciphered by 
the signal cypher in force.* The destroyer rscufcoandera believed that the 
rendezvous ordered must be the rendezvous given in CTO 62,6''■ Special In¬ 
struct iona, ev»n though the conditions specified therein did rot cb-ain in 
the action that actually developed. 

It so happened that this misunderstanding did not affect the outcome 
of the battle, for the battle had already been decided before the destroyers 
had reoeived the dispatch* It also happened that this misunderstanding was 
helpful, in a post-battle way, as it permitted the A] lies to reoover many 
personnel free the heavily damaged Allied cruisers who might otherwise have 
been lost. This was so, for most of the destroyers, in going tr and from 
their rendezvous, passed Allied cruisrars en. route. 


At about 0344, CTG 62.6 reoeived another report from the CHICAGO* 

"Am now six miles from Area XPAY. Course 119, speed ten, Believe bulk¬ 
heads will hold against high speed."* This message might well have muant 

• * * i . nn 11 r. a t t ■ 1 J U. 4 n a . Vrt/ . W*W.T“C14 1 h,RTV ftTb RftT ** fl OlHB — 

cnat cne ausioALiii ou>»u* «*® * »****-• — *v — r---» 

what damaged it is true - but still powerful. It seems son#what surprising 
therefore that CTG 62.6 did net at this time advise the CHICAGO cf his posi¬ 
tion, course and speed and order the CHICAGO to rendezvous on him and thus 
reform the AUSTRALIA Group. However, either beoauae of the CHICAGO'* damage 
or for reasons best known to himself, CTG 62,6 did not inform the CHICAGO 
of his location. The result was that the CHICAGO eventually stood away to 
the westward to investigate whac she thought was gunfire, and her rend-s » 
vous with the AUSTRALIA wee not effeoted until nfier daylight. 


At 0410, CTG 62„3 reoeived a message f ‘om Commander Destroyer Division 
EIGHT (in the PATTERSON) that the CANBERRA was out of commission.* The 
condition of the CANBERRA wae of special concern to CTO 62.6 who, as senior 


A 1 V K '^r^ TKeFTKcttn off Savo Island, August 

CTF 62, August 11th, 1942. 
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Australian N&ral Ooam<indei’ was charged by his own government, through the 
Australian Commonwealth K&v* 1 Bo rd, with certain responsibilities with 
regard to the Australian ships operating with the Allied forces. 

At 0445, CTG &2„C received ft dispatch from UTF 62 directing* "This 
is urgent. If CANBERRA cannot join in retirement in time, she should be 
destroyed. Oar departure urgent!"* At about this same time he “eoeive 1 
another dispatch which CTF 62 had addressed to TP 62 announcing. M Ifc ia 
urgent for this force to depart this area 0650." (This departure time was 
subsequently delayed until 0730). 

At 0515, he received the RALPH TALBOT’S report that she was badly 
damaged near shore, northwest of Ssvo Island,* and in need of help* 

At 0525, he received th<f Commanding Officer, PATTERSON’S mesr.age (re¬ 
leased ten minutes before) that the CANBERRA had abandoned ship, that he 
had the entire crew aboard, end would now destroy her. 

At 0530 he was informed that another short burst of firing had been 
observed by the AUSTRALIA, which firing appeared to be south of S-vo Island. 
(This wag the exchange of gunfire between the CHICAGO and the PATTERSON). 

CTO 62.6 now became concerned over both the CANBERRA and the PATTERSON and 
at 0532 ordered COMDESRON FOUR (in SELFRIDGE) to investigate the state of 
these two ships giving their position as five miles southeast of Savo Island, 
He instructed COMDESRON FOUR that they were to be abandoned and dewtroyed 
if they could not join tho retirer. >at plan at. 0730.** He wanted particularly 
to clear up the situation as regards the PATTERSON*a ambiguous moasage sent 
to him ec about 0S3C. 


i. rirwr, *»« breaking CTO 62.S was still uninformed as to the results 

of tie nig\t action, he ha a near a uuv.i-.hg hum o. *- 

Group anv. little from the ships of the CHICAGO Group* His sum total of 
information appears to have been thet vhwre had been a o**:tla, that the 
enemv ships had apparontly approached through the channel south of 8aro, 
had /Stacked the CHICAGO Group, seriously damaging the CANBERRA « > -' 1 torpe¬ 
do!..g the CHICAGO in the bow, had then moved northeastward and had attacked 
the VINCENNES Group. But what had happened to the VINCENNES Group? Al>- he 
know was that he could not communicate with the VINCENNES, QUINCY or ASTORIA. 
Hi i lack of information made him cautious lest the Japanese foroiis were stilx 
in Iroi Bottom Sound. Naturally it was difficult for him to believe that, 
having ouoo leached the ai«a, they wou.d retire without attacking too trans¬ 
ports and cargo ships. He^ therefore.., at 0547 sent a. Message to the Screen¬ 
ing Forces j "Situation obsoure, Be prepared to give battle ot dawn in the 
vicinity of the transport groups."*** He did not at th® time, presont a 
oat tie oi ua. Ho did not know what forces warts avexlabia, either to himeelf 


" T hZt'~* TW~$,'"o 'T51an2r,’"Su6*J»t sth, 1945to 

CTF 62, August 11th, 1942. 

** Ibid, p( ge 2. 

*** Ibid, page 3* 


305 - 






or to thy Japanese, and the weather was still abominable. Siuoe aidnl^ht 
there had baan fraquant heavy rain squalls and lightning, aud the visibility 
varied froa moderate to vary poor. At present it was very p.or. 

At 0622 he heard that the CHICAGO, which had reported at 05*£tnat 
she was in the vicinity of Area XRAY, was now standing by the CANBERRA and 
had ordered the BLOK alongside to take off th.* remaining 400 nan,* Whsre 
wore the PATTERSON ano the SKLfHIDGST He knew, of oourse, that the PATi'ER- 
SOtf Lad been standing by the CANBERRA and had taken off *cxae of the sur¬ 
vivors - she had reported that she had all of then, although this was 
evidently in error - but where was she now? 

He decided to inform the Australian Camomrealth Novel Board of the 
CANBERRA* s oondition. He therefore, at 0627, sent a dispatch tc that Board 
-ad to CCMSONBSPAC that the CANBERRA had be*w damaged heavily in the night 
action, was on fire, was abandoning ship, that the orew were being reaoued 
by the PATTERSON, and that the PATTERSON would destroy her,** 

At 0644 he reeeived a report fros the 3ELFRIDGEi "ASTORIA in flams*, 
position 09°-O8* South, 169 c -47» East. Four dog dogs pioking up many sur¬ 
vivors ",* At about this time he also rsoeived a report from CTF 62 who 
had »ppa.„ ently reoeived the above SELFRIDGE dispatch, to the affectt "ASTOR¬ 
IA on fire. Captain and some of tho orew trying w save. Apparently QUINCT 
sunk. No news of VINCENNES. Believe TALBOT sunk. Believe ships ran irJto 
submarine and surface torpedo trap."*** 

At first light, CTO 62,U diverted the AUSTRALIA free her patrol to 
olose in toward the transport- in Area XRAY. The transports had bean under¬ 
way sinoe 0160, expecting an attack, and were Just at dawn recuaisg their 
positions in the unloading area,**** 

At 0648, he recoiled i report from the CHICAGO* "BLUE, Sib 'RIDGE, 
PATTERSON standing by CANBERRA. Am proceeding to concentration area."* 

The retirement (planned for 0750) had not been commence'! because the 
threat of surface attack on the transports during the night had kept them 
underway, and therefore the landing of essential stores and equipment had 
not been completed. At daylight the transports and stores ships hsict re¬ 
turned to the di a embarkstJ on areas and the unloading operations had been 
resumed,***** 

* Remarks by CTG 62.6, Fight lotion rff flavo Island, August 9th, 1942. 
to CTF 62, August 11th, 1942, psga 3, 

** Ibid, psgs 7. 

*** Ibid, page 6. 

***<* Appendix 19 to Action Report CTO 62.8 concerning First fettle of Savo 
Island August 9th, 1942 to CTF 62 r Serif 1 AF 1066/15, August 15th, 1942 
which is letter, August 12th, 1942 from Coasmr.dlng Offioer, HMAS AUS¬ 
TRALIA to CTF <-4 (CTG 62.6). . 

***** Aotion Report CTG 62,6 concerning Fir^t Battle of Save Island, August 
9th, 1942 to CTF 62, 8erifcl AF 1066/16, August 13th, 1942, para. 120. 






At 0700, the AUSTRALIA* • fcooutlnr aircraft were hoxatec' out to pro¬ 
vide anti-submarine petrol through Lengo Channel.* 

kt. 072B Heavy explosion*. vrhioh e*«*ed to o<*e from the northwest. 

At 072b. aeavy e^xo. . ^ & invtea afterward. Actually 

were near* by the AJSTHALIA, ano sklFRIDSB exploding into the 

theae were the shells and torpedoes of the SBLFRilKiK expio^g 

CAHEBRRA.** 

62 Xntta tad w’^nbl. to fta YIHCEHKES or OTWCT by radio, tad ttat h. 
had no r->al infcneation of the nig^vfc battle.*** 


- aJ««Sas,ria2i£. 

wounded CAMBERRA surviwor*.* It was at this t^e fi 

the CIUIHCY and YIHCHIKBS had been sunk and that the ASTORIA 

At 0846, CTG 62.6 reoeived information over the Au^alianooast watoh 

or', oironit, (Mioh only tta iOSTRALtt ta. toenrd 

fro. Rotaul «'• j....to E OT.r to. north tad of BoiE.inTUl.Mro ^ 

— . . pma a« a iwMdlfttvlv brotdoAit i& A^r rAid wiirniuj a 

Srs s.’te's^ffi.^ssr= 

sweepers.* 


f? a ^VITlWtlm for~"Ueipl’ , » that he had been unsuccessful since 
broadcast a call at 0”Z4 ro P * p»;'pn TiXLBCT on Tei’ioue 

tint tta. in S .ttin* . roply to hi. ta^Unnta. 

fr.qn.noto.. tad ttat th. pretata potation of tta RUJH TALBOT ~. 
tattaujh .ta tad l..t taen .tan ..r.n nil., north of S»o I.ltad... 

», 1100 no tar .Utah tad dorolopod, .o tta trtarporta n*ta rtanrned 
tta tWr anchorages. CTP 62 then ordered all ships except the HBVILLE. 
ZEUoXS. HKIWOOD, PEKSIDKI JACCSO* and HOPKIKS to hoist all boa s. 

-—'6276 ooncerningTI^^ttle f 

* Appendix is to Serial AK 1066/15, August 15th, 

Island, August 9th, 1P4Z to Hr oc, oerx** * t * -o 

IStanhloh 1. ltatar. Au*unt 12th. 1942 fron CotatadinR 01f..o.r. BHU 
AUSTRALIA to CTlK 44 (CTG 62.6). 

** War Diary, 8SLPRIDGE, Auguet. 1942. Q.. h 1942 

... Rta.rk. by CTO 62.6, »l*ht Aotlon off Brno I.ltad, input 9th, 1942 

to OB' 62, input nth, 1942 .K f,?L* Battle of S«ro Itatad. input 

.... *•*>"* “* 

..... oSw3M» TOUR DUptaol 062162, input 1942 to CB 82 tad CIO . . 
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Those transports - which were the exceptions - again resumed unloading 
operations.* 

CTO 62.8 commented later that the day had passed without air attack 
and that he considered that the locses suffered by the enemy in the air 
attaoks on the Allied chips during the previous two days wore largely re¬ 
sponsible for this. He also considered that, in addition to the aircraft 
which he had aotually seen destroyed during these attaoks, there must have 
been a large number of others which would never reaoh Rabaul.** He did 
not know, of oourse. that the report of the coast watcher (that onarny air¬ 
craft from Rabaul were approaching) had been accurate, nor did he know that 
the crippled JARVIS - to tha southwest in the open waters of the Coral Sea - 
had served as a decoy to the Japanese and had drawn off their air attack 
from Iron Bottom Sound. 

From noon onward, CTO 62.8 continued to receive reports from the 
various ships. The medical officers from the AUSTRALIA, who had gone a- 
board the FULLER to assist with the British wounded survivors, brought 
back to CTG 62.6 an aoourate report of the CANBERRA'S part in the engage¬ 
ment. Other reporta oarao to him by radio from the CHICAGO, BLUE, SELF¬ 
RIDGE and other ahips. He also had information from the survivors of the 
QUINCY, ASTORIA and VINC&INES. With this information he was enabled, while 
underway the next day, to reconstruct a fairly elrar picture of what had 
happened in the night action. 

At 1616, the AUSTRALIA'S aircraft again took off to carry out an anti¬ 
submarine patrol off Area YOKE and then to conduct a patrol over Lengo 
Channel and the area to seaward of it shead of the withdrawing ships of 
TF 62,*** 

At 1645, CTG 62.6 in the AUSTRALIA, in company with the K03ART and 
eight Allied destroyers, all of which were aoreening the remaining ships of 
Transport Group XRAY, moved across to the Tulagi Area to screen the remain¬ 
ing transports as the-se units formed up to prooeed out through Lengo Chan¬ 
nel,*** At 1B00 the AUSTRALIA recovered Her scouting aircraft.*** 

About 1900, the transports formed into a speoiai light oruising dis¬ 
position, with the AUSTRALIA leading the HOBART in column 1,000 yards astern 
of the formation,*** 

CTG 62.6 commanded the screen of TF 62 in its retirement back to Noumea,, 
The leading group of TF 62*s ships consisted of part of the transports 


* Action Report; F'irst Battle of* Savo Island, August TtH, to " 

CTF 62, Serial AF 1056/16, August 13th, 1942, para. 121. 

■** Ibid, para. 124. 

*** Appendix 19 to Action Report CTG 62.S, First Battle of Savo Island 
August 9th, 1942 to CTF 62, Serial AF 1056/15 August 13th, 1942 which 
is letter, August 12th, 1942 from Commanding Officer, HMAS AUSTRALIA to 
CD' 44 (CTG 62.S). 
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oooorted by th. damaged .hip. CHICAGO. PATTERSON, RALPH TALBOT and MU .FOSE, 
the dWt and tie. de.troy.r. of EDISON WO whioh «r. “«“«£• * h ‘ 

Mcood group oonalatad of tha rso.ind.o of tbo trenaporia tho doobroyor 
. . 6 /A»n'»^ *nd ofcrro ships. osoort«»d by the AUSTRALIA, /iOHARf, 

sffjUAK 1 . 1 SELFRIDGE, HENLEY, HELM, BAGLEY, ELLET. WILSON, HULL. MONSSEN, 
BLUE and BUCHANAN* 


(*) OPERATIONS OF SAN JUAN GROUP (CTG 62,4^ 


,‘.t 0220, the SAN JUAN Group we a about midway ' a 

steaming south at fifteen knots. At about this time, -TG 6 "* 4 ob ?*™ < ; , 

plane fly northward over his group and then drop three - lares in the Tul gi 
Lvutu Area a* The glare of these flares blanked out h*s view to the nort 
wardi but at 0224, he could still see three burning ships, including the 
CANBERRA between bearings 285 J (T) and 317 (T), 

At 0238, the SAK JUAN had covered the ten miles of her P»t!*°l line to 
Latitude 09°-20’S.. which position was abreast Jealark Channel. UlG S2.4 

ooro-nood . r«.r..l of oour.. to 000‘(T)... #P™ ^ 

th. ECBAHT took not. of hot AUSTRALIAN .l.t« In CAHBRcRA. » 

lodged (at 0242) that the CANBERRA bore 30l°(TJ from her.** 


The large ship#, which were heavily afire, had been 


in r> 


wO oon- 

t«iTO IWWTAi. % ? *%%*.* -- , 

U„u. burning for .on. tin., then dinlnl.h, .nd fln.ily t»o w.r. ob..nr.d 
to extinguish as though they had sunk.*** 

By 0230 no further firing was observed. All aotion hid ^ 

a no reports of any kind including contaot reporto oonoern- 

^\£ foT.;"g “t^Hor h^h. r.oolr.d »ythl» S th. t nould Indlo.f 
or number of the enemy had beer engaged.*** 

By 0258 the burning CANBERRA was the only ship visible.* - (The QUINCY 
VINCENNES had already sulk, and the ASTORIA probably was obscured by a 
rain squrll). The fire, on the CANBERRA aeeiaed loss intense.** 

At about 0318, the SAN JUAN turned south againj and juatb«fore°400 
reversed course to north. At 0367, the CANBERRA was seen to flare up aga.n 

* A ctio n Rep or t, CW 67. T ; Report of Aotion’fula^ 

10th, 1942, Enclosure (A) Serial FB24/A16-3(001), August 13t,n. 1942. 

.♦ Appendix 18 to Action Report CTG 62.6, First Battle of Sav°*sland^ 
August. 9th, 1942 to CTF 82, Serial /J‘l 0 o 6 /if, A^«t - 3 th l942, whio 
is letter August 15th, 1942 fre® Consnanding Officer HUAS HOBARl to CTF 
44 (CTG 62.6; Narrative of Night of 8th-9th August, 1 4 . 

... “tloaWri SAW JI.AN. R.nort of Aotion Tul.cl-Oond.low.1 Augu.t 6th- 
iOth, 1942, Enclosure (A), *erial 001, August l*>th, * . 
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as though the firev had raaohud the magasines.* This was the of 

the CANBERRA'S ready service Muunitlon which was delaying the PATTERS 
from go,'ng alongside her at thlt< time# 

nothing was noted thereafter for an hour andahalf by the SAM JOAM 
Group, as it continued its patrol. However, at 0526, when the SAN JUAh 
Group watt in the aid-position of tha patrol line, gunf lashes were observe 

and heard hiring 2BC«(T) from this P° 8ition :" ™ £ !w, 

change of guhfirs between the CttCAGO and PATTERSON. Though C.G 62.4 had 

no knowledge of its source, it must have had the *ff«ot a ted P that Allied 

continually alert. At this tim the TBS voice radio *» di '^ d 

ships were in action, and much confusion arose as to the identity of f*i«ad 

ly or enouy ship 

At 0643. ebcut ten minutes after sunrise, CIG 62.4 si ^ ed CI ^ C iS2 
standing in fron the western patrol area.* Since it appeared likely to CTG 
62.4 thft the en* >V night again attack,**** he prcteptly changed course to 
300°(T) at 0645 aid increased «p*«d to twenty-five knot# to oontsot. 

CHICAGO,* and apparently to investigate her BUCHANAN to 

broke up the night soreoning group, ordered the 1IQNSSBN and BHCHANAN 

screen transport* in Area YOKE, ftnd released the HOBART. The J* r !^<-e., 

proceeded to her daylight screening position la Are* XRAY vtor* she repo. - 
to CTG 62,6.** During daylignt the SAN JUAN, HONS SEN and BUCHANAN con¬ 
stituted Fire Support Group HIKE. 

After an interchange* of oonraur 1cations with the 
ordered the CHICAGO to joiu^up and follow him to Area^YOKE.JL ^ 

CTG cam. to course 060°(ri and comaauoed *nsrcss«ng spee- - . 

Z:\r\o arp.dlU bl.-r.tum bo An. TOE.. -b.r. hi. K. «W>" 

Croup MIKE r *« to artsum* n daylight screening position near the tr-n*»_ 

ports,*** r ** CTG 62.4 had Just revived CTG 62.6*s message to be prepared 
to do battle in the transport area*,* and he was making haste to arrive a* 

--*15t:CSS"S rnbrt'm Wti of Action ^iagl-Suy^^ia^ EZ&r 

6t»~10th, 1142, Enclosure (A) r Serial 001, August 16th, 194*. 

*« Appendix IP to Action Report CTG 62.6, First Battle of Save jsl«nd 
Aueust 9th, 1942 to CTF 62, Serial AF 1066/16, August 13th, 
which is lstter August 16th, 1942 from Comcmnding Officer HHAS HO^a 
to CTF 44 (CIO 62.6). 

*** War Mary BUCHANAN, August 1942, j 1 

**»* Aotioc Report CTG 32.4, Report of Action Tuiag:L-Guadaloacal,_August 
tith-lOth* 1942, Enclosure (A), Uerial FB24/AI8-3(001), Augus , ... , 

194? 

e««** Ao-.ion Report CHICAGO concerning., Action Against Enemy Forces 

9th, 1942, Guadalcanal-Tulagi Area, 6arial 099, August. 13th, 194Z, 
****** rar Diary, lKWffi#, August 1942, 
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,ooa .. poMlbl,. The .f f.ct of this .p».d w.. to 

S-.U out of th. foriotlon, for oh. could not n»k. nor. th.n tor knot. o«f« 
ly with her damaged bov,,* 

At 0700, the SAW JJAH detected a group of unidwrtitted airoreft (att- 
TOGA «*roh plane.) on Her air search radar to the southwest. noted _ 

that by 0743 the aircraft had disappeared from the ecreen. She therea W 
company with tire MONJSEN and BUCHANAN - hawing arrived In the ^vicinity 
of Transport Are* i\ slowed to standard apeed, fifteen knot . 

At 0848. CTG 82,4 received the u-r raid axai- f’-om CT& 62 * 6 ;** 

SAN JUAN coscisnoed maneurering on various courses, building up £pee P**P 
story to r^mng ai^ a ttack? and adjusted her position to protect the 
tra^pcrts. which had gotten underway fror. TuUgi and had formed a double 

column formation*** 

At 0911, the SAN JUAi oetected a bo^ey on her air seerch r * i *y ° ircl ~ 
ing ne*r th. Tul*gi-uuad*:lcon.l Ar.. .bout twin. " ll « ^ 

This was the Japanese hnd reoonnaiasance plane from the 

at Rabaul, which circled the ar-* until 1000 unmolested oy Allied aircraft 
or anti-aircraft fir*.*** 

By 0929, the SAW JUAN had attained a speed of thirty ®° t *‘** ^ 

her radar screen war clear,** the Japan#., reconnaissance\^ P™ 

Seeded eastward to investigate Indispensable Strait.*** The SaH JUAb when 
slowed to standard tpeea and naneuverad to slew the transport 
1032, she began her patrol of the transport, which had aetxled beck in their 

unloading berths* 

At ’H5 several rblpe - whioh turned out to be destroyers* at least 
c„. of .Mch (”» hAOhST.' w. briaglns la .urrlTor, fr» th, ASTORIA - wr. 
observed standing into Area fOSE from the vicinity of bavo Island. 

At 112b. CTO 62.4 directed the BUG HAS AH to easi.t AS1X)PJA, damaged «ind 
oa flw. flli BUUHtfb *rrtw« la th. .i.iulty of th. ASTORIA .t II «* — 
lievod ths WILSON and the HOPRINS whioh had been standing by.***" 

During the remainder of the day. Fire Support Group MUS serened the 

9th 1942, Guadaloanal-Tulegi Area, Serial 0*9, augury 13th, J 942 * 

** Action Report SAN JVAH, Report of Action Yulagi-Cuudnlcama. Augus 
6th-l^th, 1942, Enclosure (A), Serial 0O1, AugusMSfch, l* 4 *. 

*** Japanese Search PIAugurt ’/th-Sth^ 1942, th/ D,ou»»* 748*2. May 

12th, 1947. 

a*** War Diary BliCHAKAK, August 1942. 
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transports of Squadron YOKE during v/neir unloading.* No incident occurred 
to further delay the unloading of the transpor ts „'** 

Kt 19 1 7 on orders from CTP 62, the remaining ships in Area YOKE were 
formed in Approach Disposition AR-4. Ihe SAN JUAN took station ahead, and 
led the withdrawal at twelve knots through Lengo Channel, which had bean 
previoualy stiept vnd buoyed oy MIJRON 1W0#** 


~nEtBn"'5«porFr5S^747'K*P * r* SFTotion Tulagi-^^c^p^y^ 
10th, 1942, Enclosure (A) Serial PB24/A16->(001), Aujust 13tn, 1942. 

** Action Report SAN JUAN, Report of Action Tul*gi-Gua<inleanai, August 6-.*- 
10th, 1942, Eaoloture (A), Serial 001, August 15th, 194J, 
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CHAPTER XX 


OFEBATIOMB OF OTHER A L LIED F0RCB8 
OOOO 9th to 8400 Augaat 9th 


(a) QPBtATIOHS OF CTF 62 

With the pM»M of »idnlght both transport group., XRA r andYOAE, 

«oro bo.Uy on***®! unloading cargo, pri-srily Mention and ration- 
This xmlordinchod bow pjroaoodin* ilowly during th* 
n nwbor of raaaera, Che unro l*poriant being tho nveeaaitv (o) to aoo 
ordoro lt-ad ea^go after a. tooohluod had bow ooourod, (b) to oooao un¬ 
loading on ortWro frw the besoh, («) to got uadomy, *oto into 
bortho and than author* (4) to got underway to oTold an soy air attaota, (•) 

*«><£. ««> (f) to <U"«* .hip. h«t. to*tw»rl>T 

W thor »Mp.. Ahon'. ott*-hclt tho ootuol tlM oool- »**• *** •* F>i0 ‘ ’ d *“ 
a be /a eporrtiens.* 

ju.t boforo CT’ 8* h^d oonpiatod a oonfaranoa on boaK. tho 

HoCJRLKY with erf 62*6 end tkr> Coaarwnding Gonoral, M rat Marlao ° n * 

AftorSla ^oaforanoo broke uo, CTf 62 sent a dispaton at about 0X00 to 
CTF 61 .bating In port* "Air attwka to.iay resulted In loss of *LLI0”. 
•oToro *—»gr JAEVT8* Probably increasing toaorrorr, and ubswoa of *V[ 
support require* no to withdraw all .hip* faporarUy frcw thla aroa^to^ 
awold unwarranted loaa,"** Tfcfortuaetely, a portion cf this dlapatah^waa 
garbled, as ^oeived by tho HASP.*** Slnao the orlglwil la not 
tothi**study, it 1. not clear what CTF 62 reported 

It la aumlaod that it had sotaethiig to co with tha withdrawal of tha 

earriar*. 

Aftar sending out tho above swssage, and whlla witift*, to haar fron 
tho Cowwmding General, Fir-»t Marina Division concerning; the logistic 
iuu^TTaahSro at Tuiagi, OF 62 turned hi. attention ^ tho unloading 
operation*! of hi a transport* and cargo ship® at Guadalcanal. Ho 
,Swiy di«i...4 th. p...ibillty or night httMk »»«”*»•»“ JV?" 
ho daoldod that tha Japanaoa foroo - contacted at 10^6, August Btn 

waa an route to R»kata Bay,.**** 


* Action Report /^PSTBLOBTSB, Report of Aoticn off Ouadaloantl laland, 
Solonon Islands, August 7th-6th, and Fbh, 184", Serial AB23/A1 * » 
August 16th, 1942. 

** CTF 62 Dispatch 061406, -ittguat 194*^, t© CTF 61® „ s . 

• ** CTO 61*1.1 (CTF 18) vieuU. dispatch 062226, August, 1942, to CTF 61 

(CTF ll}* 

♦•*• Action Beport CTO 62.6 First Battle of Sawn Island, Serial IF 
1066/16, Auguat 13th, 1042, para. 91, 






SSEBBSSs ■ 

At 0146 ho observed th« aircraft floras dropped in Area XRAT by a 
Japanese piano.*’ At che same tLne, he heard heavy gunfire to the ^st- 
ward in the channel south of 3avt> Island.* What his -oaotions wert^at 
this t itu< are not recorded. He had not expected such an attack at -Ms 
ti:-so. b\>mer, whan he approved CTO 62„6»s nigh- screening disposition, 
it is olsar that, ho shared that Commander'a ooTifidenoo that the Allied 
sai-eeniu* groups conatitutad adequate force prowriy placed for the very 
purpose of repelling an enemy surface attack. Therefore, he does not 
appear to have been greatly alarmed by tho situation which suddenly de¬ 
veloped at 0145., 


Ih» majority of the transport and cargo ships in Iren XtA'i, upoi; sight¬ 
ing the aircraft, flares, promptly discontinued unloading operation#, darxen- 
ed 'ship. w>ot. tc General Quarters, and at about 0160 some of them got 
underway without orders so as to be able to maneuver in oast of attack. '* 

It is evident that the Cooranding Officer a dearly apprsoivfcet. the threaten¬ 
ing danger- The night we* dark, there were frequent rain aqfuJU whl<m gave 
poor visibility - ac low as 500 yards at times - ana low clouds, six oi 
which gave excellent cover to an attacking ship,** and it appeared wise to 
dear the anchor*ge and head for deeper water and maneuvering room. 


TVs handling of these transports and oarge shops by the responsible 
offioei . at this time, in ’he light oi* weather conditions, was excellent} 
and sho.ed unusually fine training and fine discipline. All of the ship® 
were "milling around" in close proxiedty to each other and yet no ships 
collided and non* opened fire on a friendly ship.** It is pertinent to 
quote the Ccamar.ding Officer of an AX, who stated; "It is most remarkable 
that none of our ship si of tho transport group fired on sny other ship 
during the entire period, although *11 ships must have had each other 
covered; tho slightest mismeve on tho part of any one would have caused 
much indisorhoimate firing."** 


keanwhi)#, CTi’ 62 could sec the gunflashe*. but he hoard nothing 
from his aowenuders ooiicerniug the nature of their opposition. He must 
have been anxious for an immediate report. However, he took no iireot 
action, but left the conduct of the battle to CT<! 62.6. lie did not know 
that OTG 62.S and the AUSTRALIA had not rejoined the screening group; 
for that officer - in deciding not to rejoin hia oowaand - had failed to 
notify CTF 62 of this fact.*** 


*« Action Report, BSTKLGBUSU, Report of Action off Guadalcanal Island 
August 7th, 6th, and 9th, 1942, August 15th, 1S4?. 

*** Report of Admiral Arthur J. Hepburn. US1 (Ret.), to Ccaaander-in- 
Chief, U.S. Pacific Pleat, key 13 th, 1943, on Informal Inquiry into 
Circumstances Attending tho Loss of VIMCENNSS, ftto., on August Pth, 
1942, para. 51. 
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Bc*wr*r, CTF 62 evmtmUy loomed of ^ho abuaaoe of bTO <8.«» for. 

in «11 probability, he intercept*! too dispatch tramjtomt off la*_ 

0226 i/the CMCA30, FIBC1W1I&8 end CTO 62.4 asking If they b^n In 
SotJml* E. aco int.ro.pWd tho^AOOU r^ly that aha « 

in hattl* twsi «j> not am,** «ad CTO 62.4*• reply that bi. group had 
n 9 t bam in notions* it i* highly probabi* that CTF 62 bad “^ d 

that CTO bt' * vu unable to gat any raplia# from tha QUTOCT, YTRCWHKt o 

ASTORIA. 

Lat-»r on, at about 0249, OfF 62 mm to hare intercepted a diepatoh 
fras tha CdlCAflO t* CTO 62.6 whi*h that tha COTCAOO, ^ oh *** 

eouth of Save Island, bad baa* hit by a topado sad ma . #1 ^f 
tha b©w> that tha *»aay ahipa had bam firing tc aaumrd * «ad that tlw 
CJVSBRA me m fl»# with two destroyers utending by.a* 


Wsat CTF 62 thought, new that ha had dieooTeratt that CTO 62*6 At 
visaing frees tha ba.-;tla arm md that hia ahipa bad suffered 
W noahara ataSad, tut it is si^ifioant that he took no aotim *£» to 
ooomlt vith CTO 62.6 by TBS aoioa or C3. radio. Tt la , 

baliaaad that CTO 82>fl me oapablo of bandying tha actuation, «ad thara* 
fora ha awuld not interfere with hi* at this oritioal ti**. It also 
appears that ha fait mfidant that, cnoe t»a* officer under.W 

tha rapidly developing situation, ha would iaaadtatai/ infoiw bin. 

At 0310, CTF «£ r»ea ived a mssag* fro» CTO 62.6 whioh •** t *'l **** 
a night aotim batwam aurfnoa ahipa ms undarway naar iww teW. «* 
tfeataa y«t ha had &ct bam able to detsmins it* ^-*ot*r.** C ™ ®* 
than realised that CTO 62.6 iu&aw a* littla aa ha did about th* aotim, 
xhloh w> far fro* reassuring* 

Thia situation ar^at haw# baoma critical ~ to a±# way of ***»&** 

- at 0330 ha intaroaptad tha expected dispatch frm COMSOPACTOR © 

/.•P «i ssarCTiat the riaiwrawai oi iu oi,,*.*** u*. ™ -—*•—*• : * 

« rtCW a -kfk h. rjp.rt-, WJ» •«•*« 
tha MNW coordinated with u*o of aircraft flrra*. (iSICACIO hit torpruo. 
06VK«3HA on fir* .■*•** Thia naaaajj# iadioataa a hop^ on ^* **? ?* 

CTF 62 that CTF el night delay hia plaunad withdrawal of TO 6U1 

SLmrtL./ tk. k£ «... 0W.rt-.fix “Jt U J*. , 22?J2. , fiS. 

thia vital nasaaga mu lot m«iw« by CTF 65 until about ai^t hour* later. 

At 0410, Cl? 62 m«md a naaango fra* tha PATTffigClf rapoitteg tha 
CiSOTClA out of ooamliaim. 


m Aotim Report, CTO <2.6, Tba Capture •©* ^942 

Fbroaa of Tulagi and Oua^aloaaal, 3ori?JL ATI066/1 *>. Auguat 13th, *942 

*•* OOHBO PACyoh DinpaWu 081144, A»fija»t lfl42, tO^CTF 61. 

•+* CTF 62 Diana* h 0816.46, August 194’., to Cf? 61. 
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At>out this ti*», CTF 62 likely sensed that hit screening foroes had 
Xa'-n heavily danaged, tut the fact t'.iat hie transports had not been 
at feokad gst« hi* assuror oe that perhaps thr serosn had succeeded in 
dr .ring off the eneety raiding foret>». Bad he realised that actually tray 
h?d not done no, but that instated there had been $n alaost open lane to 
hi i transports and cargo shipu for the past two hours, he would hvve $x- 
pvrisnoed great concern> Ar it wia, he concluded that the •<caution of 
hie tentative plan of retiring at about 0630 was r.aw oven more urgent 
tlmi fte had originally thought* He aiu.it depart or Huso hi* ship*l He 
oculd not be delayed! Bren though the Cosuaandlng Central, First Marias 
tri tIp ion had not yet returned from Tulagi with tl.» logistic* infoitaatlc** 
upon which CTF 62 tentatively planned to base the ti*» of his withdraw^ „ 
he now reached a deolsion to cet hie withdrawal tine at 0630. For at 
0436 he released two aescagwt. Thu* first was addressed to the T*«k 
Foroe, and reads “It is urgent for this force depart this am 06301."* 

The second nossage, addressed to CTO 62.6, read* “If CANBERRA cannot 
join rstlreneat in tine, shs should be destroyed. Our departure urgantl®** 

The decision to destroy the CANBERRA was probably on sxtrenely diffi¬ 
cult decision for GfF 62 to safe*. Be of course tew* the.t there *s «r. 
ovsr-ali sho^'age of Allied ocahatach chips la th* Paolfio, and that every 
snip me vi . for future operations. fie hod emery re&son to fear that 
' . cm cruisers, if not already sunk, would probably be cut of action 
for a owe tine while undergoing repairs. Finally, it is probable that he 
considered the effect that the destruction of the CAN'JKRXIA night have on 
Australian public opinion. 

He appears to have based his decision on the following* He was re¬ 
tiring) ha oould not tow the CANBifiiRA away without air cover, as he would 
merely invite Japanese attack upon her - either by *ubas.ri;«e or aircraft - 
Find would probably lose thereby not only the CAI6KERA but nlso ace or nor* 
of the towing ships, whi'sk necessarily would be eruissrs or destroyer*. 

H* could not loavs her to fall into Japanese hands, for if not salvaged 
by then, at least she would be thoroughly searched and studied. The 
correctness of this dwoislon Is borne out sosaswiat by the Executive Off!" 
oer, CANBERRA who later stated* “It was realised the position was 
oepeleas, wad orders were given at approximately 0616 to stop efforts to 
k&vi tie sViip and to prepare for abandoning. The livt at this the; had 
increased to about seventeen degrees and there had been internal explo¬ 
sions and rajahling*."*** 

At 0516, CTF 62 intercepted a message fro® the RALPH TALBOT to 
CTO o£.6 stating that the had ben bedly du&agod and seeded help. 


• A.otica Report, PATTERSON, fngaceSafcct with Fifae*iy Surface Ships, 

Aagnsfc dth-9th, 19*2, Serial Oul, august X3th, 19*2. 

*•» CTF 62 V*isuatoh 0017L6, August 194? T to CTO 6?. 6 
v** Report of iterative Officer, CANBERRA, to JT" 44 (CTO 62-0) concern¬ 
ing '.os* of CAH6EHRA, Aug^-t 12th, 19*2. 

wa^si JMHtfOkjrate 
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ht 0625.. he wr.s aware of gunfire on bearing 290°(T) fro® his posi- 
tlcn; but be did not 'mor the eource of it - ** he later indicated in e 
dispatch Vo CTF 61.* Thin firing, which cessed et abort 0527, wee 
exohenged between the PATTERSON end the CHICAGO which had mistaken one 
another for eneuiy and had opened fire, fortunately without dvmage. 

By thie time, CTF 62 wa» becoming oonoerned about hit unloading opera- 
tione whioh bed been interrupted by the transports end or.r^o ships getting 
unde may et 0160. At tunriee, 0632, he noted that they were ttill underway. 
It it not o?ear whether he had heard as yet fuse the Commending General, 

Fir tt Karine Division as to th% logiatiee requirements at Tulegi. Cer¬ 
tainly that. Coswmnding General had not as yet returned tc the MoCAWLEY. 

The Commanding General, Firat Marir.e Division has recently stated that, 
after he had consulted with the eenior offioere *t Tule^L - COMTRANSUV 
SIGHT** end the Coacanditig General Group Y0H5 (Tulegi }«*>* - apparently sa 
board the raneport JTjSVI Ll*S, he had sent CTF 62 a dispatch by TBS voice 
radio from the SOUTHARD (probably Initiated after 0500 rhea tu» had returned 
on beard the SOUTHARD) r,**** Thie dispatch M not available to this study. 
However, Commanding General, First Marine Division states thet tc the b«*t 
of hie reoolleition he reported "that there was a day and a half of fire 
of asEuniti'sn ouhors, that there wna approximately three days of r-ticua, 
that the island had not been completely secured; that TF 62 should not 
&ei\ until more emaunitior and rations were put ashore; and that he 
urged at least six hours aor* unloading before sailing."*••** Whether or 
not this r** finally received by the MoCAWlJSY (CTG 62*a flagship) 

oamot be decs raided; but it is inown that the SOUTHARD endeavored to 
»sn.d it thruughsuc the remainder of the night.*•••*• 

Received or not, it seeuit clear that CTF 62 knew at this time that 
he had not euocerdod in landing adequate supplies since :*la 2325 con¬ 
ference sith the Cxwuinding General, First Marine !>..vision and CTG 62*6. 

He had learned thie in part from hie Assistant Chief of Staff****** who 
statedt "X h;d personally visited taost of th* tranepo.-ts of thw Tulagi 
Transport Group that ni&ht and (had) urged tho Commanding Officer*, in¬ 
cluding the Transport Group Cci&mnder,** to get. supplies unloaded, stating 
that these were Adwiral Timor f a orders." 


“Action Report CTF 62, August 9th,T§4«r 
• * Capteln George B. Auhe, USN. 
v** Brigadier General WiHia» B« Rupertue, USMC. 

» , * * War Diary, &OOTHAKD, August Oth, x942. . . 

*»•** Lettar Maroh 25th, 1949, freer General A„A. Vandegrift, USMC (Bet), 
to Commodore R.W. Bates, USX (Ret), Head of Depar^«t of Analyuia, 
U.S. Favnl War College, 

****** letter Maroh 30th, 1960, from Brv^dier Central H.D. Linscott, GSMC 
to Ceamrdore R.W. Bate** DSR (Re%), H**d of Department of Araxysia, 
DtS. Saval War College. 
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CTF tt enoe again had t« iteoM between t«o altonuitiwa^ Should 
ho run*la until ha had latdod sufficient supplies to Insure that tho 
karlre euntat power was adequate to accomplish its objectives £nd theis*- 
by take ilia oh«M of losing nay of hie ship#} or should he retire 
pr o mp tly, bmk| In wind that he wold thereby bo jeopardising tho 
dll.tad lend operations through look of sufficient logistic support and 
threatening the complete fallnra of the entire operation? Be did not 
long delay in hie decision. Be oorrootly decide** to rsmnln, end at 0641 
informed CTT <11 of this decision as followsi "Unable depart as planned 
booenee insufficient supplies hare been landed* Request air cover for 
attack on ou^r surface forces this area®"* In this ass a age# CTF 62 had 
plainly inferred that a»y losses wfaish his oonaand night suffer while 
reloading on the 9th - with or without air oorer - wore now warranted* 

This ana a rarer sal of fro decision expressed in his dispatch at 0108 
wherein he had stated that it was xsoMstry to '■©tire to mid unwarrant¬ 
ed loss, end la an excel lent example of CIP 62* s ability to reoo^iiso that 
tho situation had changed - a primary qualification for coasted* 

At 0644, CCMCBZnK* WTO reported the ASTORI A na In flames, and four 
destroyers mere picking up her survivors, 

A few minutes later, C IT 62 reported to CTO 62*6 along siailar lines» 
“ASTORIA on fire. Captain and orew trying to care* Apparently QUltfCT sunk* 
Mo news YiWCMflV • Believe TALFOT sunk* Believe ships ran into sutsaarino 
end surfaoo torpedo trap."** This dispatch reweals tn confusion whioh 
was in CTF 62's ndnd, ever. at this late hour, ooneerdng tho nature of tho 
night battle end once again points out the necessity for a subordinate to 
kaep his interested casannders Informed os to the progress and nature of 
any action in which said subordinate nay be engaged* 

Between dawn and about 0700, transports and cargo ships, whioh had 
been Billing around in Iron bottom Sound, had returned to their anchor- 
ages and had oansmuoed unloading a grin. 

At 0700, nost likely both CTF 62 and CTO 62*6 reoelved tbs report 
fro* the SAX' JTJAB of her rads.r aontaot on an unidentified group of planes* 
(Actually, they were the SARATOGA search planes). CTF b2 or CTO 62*6, or 
both, then ordered Fire Support Group kin, whioh included the SAM JUAB, 
M0B5SW and BUCHAIAI, to return to Transport Area TOO and to be prepared 
to do battle there**** 

About this tine, CTF 62 oosnaanoed receiving reports concerning sub¬ 
marines in Iron Rotten Sound. At 0708 he received such a report from the 
WILSON t at 0712 from the IflJGFOKD* Actually there were no Japanese sub¬ 
marines in the ares, until after sunset on August 9th* 


i mj t e t sw vr . ---— 

** Roarks by CTG S2.6 "Bight Action off 8avo Island, August 9th, 1942“ 
to CTF 62, August 11th, 1942* 

*** Aotion Report, CTG 62*4, Report of Action Tulagl—Guadalcanal, August 
JtVIOfch, 1942, Serial F*2VA1S-5(001), August 13th, 2942* 
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Durift* ihia tlM. CFF SZ r*o*ir©d, aithar dir*otly or through lat«r- 
ooption, lUit«d iuformatioou from tin# to tia* fro* thoa* d*atroywr* 

^ii nh rs«r« aagpigad in raoowari-ig aurrirora and trying to ump tb* 

ASTORIA. 

At 0747. th# SOUTHARD, oloaod th# McCARLST and tranafcrrod th# Caw- 
Banding 0«n#r*t2» Fint Morin* Diriiion *nd hi* staff to tlmt shipo^ How- 
TnrViiZmvi that th* Conmn^i. Omni, First Marin* DiTit-icn and 
hi* staff, did not actually beard th* McCARIXY a* it wa* na^itary for th* 
CocBanding (tanoral to prolan ashore to teidaloanal to rajcln hiaj'lli"? 
h*adzuart*r*.** It ia not claar whether h* diseased navt*ra with CTF 
at thii tin* but it ***** probabl* that h* h*ld a oonraraafei'*. at tha 

A?L V» m*b*r. of CTF «•. *taff. who -r. r.ith hi^ oiix^d 
SSJrd th* MocABLIT by cargo n*t.** IT CTF 82 had net h*eru b*for* of th* 
ganerel aituation at Tulagi h* m* now infom*d. 

At 0800. CYF 62 «i*o*d*d that CTF 61 should b* adrisad aa to th* 
*r»gr*aa of th* notion, d* M*fc hi» by diiprtdh. 

I. rtl nt our shirs in troubla. 8uta*rin*c in tb* ar*a. *** 

Mhy\* did 'not, at thid tise, adeia# CTF 61 of tha powibl* loaa of tha 
qOIHCT and tALBOT, of Ma laok of n*wa of th* VXICIKH8S, and of th* fi 
on th* ASTORIA - info mat ion which h* had giros* owr on* hour *arUer to 
CTO 32.6 - is not knoe*. Parhapa he d*aix*d to rwporv dafinita l»f op¬ 
tion ratn*r than rjraiwt 

ll*o at 0800, CT7 62, who aaa aware of th* coout boabero froa: th* 
, WT*3FFJtSS drooping photograph* on Aiadaloanal Baach, *«nt thsa* plasau 

*«.. -to M*»l IMSr ^ 

Turner - Appr*ciata knowing Adniral Flatohar* a plan by ia** B ag* drop. 

At thi* *,i», CTF 62 did not reulia# that CTF 6i bad not rooeia** *ithor 

hie fclOO or hia 0546 isaeaagtt*. 

At 0640, CTO 62.6 in th'* AUSTRALIA r#*#iT#d word fro* a uwMt wat^h*r 
on R^urnin*i\le Island that h* had hoard a fomation of aircraft going 
aoutfcaSt.ee*** and thle word to CTF 62 who i»*diat*ly broadcast 

wn^dTraid al*rt. 2«e*ua. of thi* *l*rt, alltranjport. waa*d xmloading, 
rot underway - on order* this tin* - and aaaunad a fomation to r*p*l uir 
attwok. •**•** CfT 62 also Immediately i»ifom*d CTF 61 by diapatchi 


ary, UODTHART, Auguac tr*n,-- 

*. L*ti*r Ktxi'ch SJOth. i960 frtiM Brigadier (tanaral H^b. Liaaoott, USMC 
tc Cwdora R.O, Bat*e, US3 (Rat), ’•ad of D*part**ut of analy- 

sis, U.8. Raeal Fa? Col leg*. 

CTF d* bispatoh 082100, August 194S to CTF 61. 

•**• CTF 61.1 Views! 2ist>*fc©h 062169, August 1942 to CTF 61* 

••*c* CCffl?OWR>PAC Diapatoh (about) 002107, A«|p»at 1942, to Any 

•****• Slr^^ar^^TF 62, A»&»et 8th 0 1942, and Aoticat R*pert CTO 82.6 

o£ 8.™ 8.H.1 tfiaseAe. 

15th, 1942. 
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"QUINCY sunk by torpedoes and gonfirr f a?.r attack «n route*"* 

the earning of approaohlng Japanese planes must ha-re been iisoourag* 
ing to CTF 62, for hw oould plainly see that if air alerts worm to be 
routine al? day with the result that his transports and cargo ships would 
be kept underway during daylight, he might not be able to dltioharge suffi¬ 
cient supplies to permit bis departure that day. 

In oflrnJunction with this air raid warning received fro* a eoaat watoher 
cn Bougainville Ielsnd - them was also the radar eontaot of the SAI JtJld 
on the Japanese sear oh plane which had arrived over iron bottom Sound 
shortly after 09C0,** Certainly the sensitivity of tbe unite of TF 62 to 
air attaok was ofcrcnio. 

In the meantime, CTP 52 anxiously awaited ton* reply from CTP 81, 

Bs knew that that Coamsnder and the carriers wore within operating radius 
of Tulegi, for ths SARATOGA, search planes and the two socut baseberr front 
the B6TEP2SISB hod teen overhead at 0750. CTP 62 appear; to have hoped 
that CTP 61 would than appreciate the optical nabur* of the situation 
0Gr.front.iDT hin - ae presented in the v^riev# di spa to has whion h<» tied ssnt 
eiaec 0100 » sad that OTP ol would take scats positive action. 

At 0616, CTP 62 received a report of a submarine operating In the 
vloinity. This we* a false eontaot. 

As the operations ci rescuing survivors were reported by the destroy* 
are to CTF 32, he hectare aware of the extent of the uumage effected by the 
Japanese night attaok. By 1026, he knew tfc* V1MCSNNB8 had sunk at 0266 
with heavy orsualties* He so informed CTP 61,*** By 1046, he was inform¬ 
ed by a dispatch from the Ceaucardir.g Qffloor, ASTOP.TA - transmitted through 
CdCMTNROH Tm In the BOFXIHS - tat there was • chance that the burning 
ASTORIA might be saved by tearing her through Lengp Channel to date. He 
informed CTF 61 to this effeot, adding! "Movements require proteotiom 
which I am unable to provide."**** This appeal sauaa to have bean CTF 82 ? a 
last attempt to obtain CTP Sl'e support. 

By 1100, it is probable that CTF 62 wondered why no Japanese air 

atteofcs hid been made on his oomnaadj for the logical tlic for an air 

attack is when an enwey is disabled, disorganised, and possibly dsworal- 
ised. Perhaps hs oonoludeti - as did CTO 62,6 - that the wcemy air losses 
bad been so rerioua as to prevent such on attaok being made. Actually as 
has been pointed cut previously, this was not ths oase for the Japanese 

air attaok group had been diverted to attaok the JARVIS at 1500. Since che 

JARVIS was without radio oounmlcations, CTP 62 wi never informed of h»:r 
plight, 

* CTP 62 &i spatok OSSlBfe, August 1842 tc C^F #V, ~ 

** Aotion Ispert 6AH JUAM, Report of Action, Tulagi-duaialoanel, August 

8th-10th, 1942, Knolosure (A), Serial 001, August 15th, 1042» 

*** CTP 62 Oittpaioh 082325, August 1942 to CSt 61, 

««*• CTP 62 Dispatoh 062868, August 1942 to CTF 61, 
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,, ,j, juuhi «ir »«>.ok tad aotoii.ll.od oy HOO, CTJ *2 

SuiS'iSsss: sSiTz £& 

thoto n^d»4 « Oo.tol.-al » • Jto •». «*"**»; 0 th.rthL. oto.pt th. 

to oolo.dJ.uf ..por.tlonB. H. astoMA *t thi. tla. - to 

I®! 1 !!**. -it* .till .tt«ptitt to too tho fSDHii »t 

hclit, All boat* and ?ropar* co sort!*.** 

A. hi. trtooporto tod a °I*“- n t”!!*s“,”tt^rto 5 t^ turriTor. 
r*r>poctiv* un’.otdjuig er#*.«, CT1 3 tluB *nr* KMiy i*ound*4 a*a *bo 

of taw ni®h* action* ,.T ^ d . afcl att 3 ‘urthamor#, tho 

kA d *p»t mr. in ts. taSrflSSd vitfa ttoir tattli 

S! report, ooro^fltoln* to drop «.lr 

th * l 1 *'* ft P in»‘ 1 to ^d^^t^ r jiSll>A h t.'7^r« S 'to*tn° JSTOFIitod 

T*n»-l*d. At U19* cc ordBMC i tJjw ^oRtA to 

s *» - «■««- 

HOPTIW. KKEX# and WilSOB into Ar— XRAT* 

nv 12 « e*F « obaerrod that th* woloadiag operations had 

:.»« sek s isa. 

til* waOH-T#*'*** 

. s , 416 hj , hi, Nu W r m re^rd. CTV 61». plan* ftr h® intar- 

. diBpatwh adbx«?**d to OOKtfOPAC ■Uimnri«inc hi* 

o«pt*d that cffirtw * JJ ****** * --.otioo to CTJ* 61 *■ fi»»l «««*it 

<«* "TS** * -i r «*t TuS*r to »)» reports dir.ot 

in th* di.patoh but otB rWLdily b* .umi..d, 

5p S «'«l?tolr ttU h. eould uo M 

era «.». H. goo m-o tt at. i. ^- tSU?of -at 

sjs& “" rr?SirJ*iv 
sswres.-«Y- r rrx“rL 

t.«u odotood of U. « .va»..lto to to—‘nd or of M. toporior ?«=• 
H* mwlb Asfinltaly on his oanl 


*•-sir 

Aotion Rsport H0PAI33 Paport of l**as«»aBt 7H k 

... £^«rssss^js»t *^•s/tsrs&'SS: 

i^A^rw^ftoport of 2 nr<J^t in 

a^a Am*It ?th-4tfc. 1*«. a*riai ^ST. August Uth. 1942. 

***** CfP 61 BUp*toh C90618, Acju.t 19ih tv COtfiOFAC 
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B* therefore r«D-satin*t,#d the cituation, poavibly about as follows. 

Ha had rnioo to balln* that submarines «•.*• In tha an**, and •ujpaotad 
that nor# would soon arrive thsre. Ha also had reason to 1/a liars that 
the Japanese eosasm d er would not allow his ships to rosnais in Iron Botuoa 
Sound free fro* air attacks. Ha probably felt that - in view of the 
nearness of Japanese air bases to the northwest - these air attacks would 
gradually iaereaae in intensity and ferooity. On tbs other hand, he 
realised that the Marines would be left in a preoarious position ashore, 
should he leave before suffioiwat supplies bad bean lan/ted. And yet, tha 
(xpeoted Japanese air attaeks would stake it nore and ncre difficult to 
land supplies An the day tine, and the Japanese subamrises would acke it 
alnost impossible at nlghf. Thie was air ady apparent, for the possibil¬ 
ity of sir acta ok this very morning had caused the transports to be delayed 
in unloading for hours. CTF 62 knew that less than half of the sixty days 
suppliss and ten unitn of fire, rdiioh be had brought with bin, had been 
unloaded. Actually, {here were but four units of fire available ashore 
at Tulagi-Ouadaloanal.* Realising the difficulty of getting supplies 
ashsre sad fully tpprDelating the fact that practically no suppllas had 
boon landed all day,** he decided that nothing was to be gained by re- 
nrinlng. He therefore gave orders to retire. 


tWar JJ kv >v i. J _ft.- _J _ « • * . _— .. 
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nisting of bhe FULLER, AhiHtICAN LSOIOM, BEjlLATRIX, BARHBTT, LIBRA, 

HTHTHR HJ®5T?, fWttLFjOJf v *SmOSU8B, CRSSCWT CITT ; ALHBW and H2T- 
H090, plus Uhe escorting screen composed of the CHICAGO, ¥13! 8QU VRCM 
TWJ, F'ATTKKI, SWBI and MWWORI), jnder waowand of Comander Ira.npcrt 
Proup XR1Y 0 -ere to get ^idemay at 1600.*** By about 1620 all ships 
were underway and proceeding to form cruising disposition.*** This group 
passed Jymgc Channel «n route to Noumea at 1830, speed fourteen knots. 


CTF 62 in th# MeCAWLSl had iaeunwhile novae; to Are? YOKE,, He dijoot- 
od that the transports and <vs.rgo ships in Area YOKB ofasistlnj of th# 
ilo CAWLEYj, PRKIWWT HAYES, PRESIDES? ADAMS, PRK5IDWT JACK SON, ALCHIBA, 
NEVILLE and ZRILIX, plus the screening ships, SAN JUAR, JSD&TRALXA, HOBART, 
TRANSUXV IWBLV8, 91FUL, WILSON, IKMSSfB, BUCHANAN, SSL571ID3S, BA0IEY, HBIM, 
BLUE, HBILEY were to get underway at 1700.*** By 1917, this group bad 
formed approach dispositiori AR-4| end at 20P.4, the group headed out to pose 
through L-aago Channel whioh they oleared at 2146. Formation Afi-4 was 
slalla. to AR«3 except-, th* AAN JtJAB was gslde with th# AUSTRALIA and 90- 
BART in th# rear.**** 


At 2310, CTF 62 #et course U.8°(T) t speed twelve knots sad beaded 
for Woueea. 


* U7s. Amy in World War”"II - The" liar in tiie j - Guadalcanal 

The First Offensive, page 91. 

•* Coaaandlng General, First Marino Ui vision. Final Report « Guadal¬ 
canal Operations, Phase II (Fran "K^ Hour to Evening, kr>*t Yth) 
Serial 00204-108/533. 

*** Ration Report# of Various Ships Involved* 

**** War Diary SAW JUAB August 9th, 194£.£TF3i> Dispatch 080600, August 1SHI 
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(b) 0FKATUM8 OF CVF 

err 61 eontiauad tft oparnta with CTO 61.1 on ^***V > *J It^^tha** 

„ Aa-J.fc 7th and 8h - naoaftarily baoausa ha mi a part of it in tha 
wlTS <»*• M twh^'a subordinata carrier Group CewaJindar 

1 «f*i !.«I awaitJt a raply fr® CCMSOPACFOR to hie dispatch 

tt. SJm of fc 61.1 »d 

T+ . i. aiMr rtat thought* ** v “* occupying hla aind during this tinai 
S^IHtot tTm, 0».14.rln e tto .lr oP-rtloto fortho_ 
m. oliouli tto ropiy flto WWCPACK® bo Ui too ooiotiw. Bo hod ol 
ooodydoto^tb.^ ^ 

STSSrSlIw SrrtTforo, oofas b. 0 . «. CW «*. for '«*”• 

SLoto, to tod fill to itory toot offioor. 

“f -L , zEi?22 vssSiS: s^^sss-Li^? 

2S^T£2S2 iTto. SrETfSStto. of too * 0 , dltlotory forto 
Ul thot, to ouoh aus to, to oporotod olowrt InctopmdMtiy e. CTf . 

At 0500 - although It cannot b« definitely ao stated - it appaare 
hltllr Ptotobi. ttot to toort tto .a- floor. ..port tolob — toord by 

esf i.S »- ^^.TrST™ S25/S2T 

r ^'r^to^jS^r^^rto.tou'ttoanCtfO roportod toot 

tto cmk- to. oo flro. tod toot «otoy 
ship* war* firing frois aaawure*** 

Ctf abo'ild now haaa bean aariouaiy ooroented *»8T rd f»e 

S-l; 2Z 

^^^r-tof^^o^to^ldtrU^rirto" rtOtod .It* 

oLiolaesnoy enany counteraction in such strength aa to «*rioual> damage 
nSJiSY<iF3«. haary orui.ara. S. oootim.d on hi. eourae of 9S0»(T) 
inSSa« toots for a tL»» awaiting fur-char dcaloF-nt*. 

At 0350 ha raoaiead tha long awaited di*P*toh-« fr® CCMSOFACPOR. 
authorising tha ntirMt of TO 61.1 and diraoting that foro. 

court* to Jftw! ^olua. of^- 

sr.-Ki: res ~g£ fSHi 

s^ssm, s s^resM a.’ssws s: »: *— 


■^wlTTI^'cfoTr.'O'Tcff'TSj; Augu.t icTT. 

.. OHICOaP w.potoh 081 MS, tafl.t 19»2 to AB3TSU.lt. 
*«* COMSOPACFOR Diapatoh 08U44, August 184s, to CTF 1, 
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tfipproointion of the situati on at Tulxgi-Ouedslcanel, or of rotlrir.* im¬ 
mediately* It is possible that ho expected to hoar from CTF 62, or »ren 
fYca CfJHSOPACPC®. with relation to th» situation, bat ho hoard nothing 
further at thi* tiara* Ho finally beaded southeast at 0450* sad awawnoid 
hie retirement from the area* 


In lino with the above, CTF 62 had actually originated • message at 
0S46 stating "Surface attack oft screen coordinated with use of aircraft 
flare* • CHICAGO hit torpedo, GflIBKRRA on fire*"* For ■<*« unknown rea¬ 
son thio auiig* waa not received by CTF 61 until about eight hour# later, 
or ct UBS* Thio waa extremely unfortunate, for CTF 61 aij^t poaaibly 
haoa delayed hi# retirement in order tc take offensive notion againat the 
Japanese oruisers* 

At thio tine (tlmt is, at 0450) TO 61,1 waa but 1P8 miles aouthaaet 
of the Japanese Cruiaer Force and therefore would hare baan within easy 
bombing ranga of that foroe at dawn* had it continued an to tho north- 
woet* Thio though* one advanced regretfully by CTO 61*1*2 who etatedi 
•prompt report of the situation might have permitted aircraft unite frem 
TO 61*1 to partioipato and engage enemy foroe* present 


CTF 61 did not direct any morning (marches in addition to that al- 

• a a e . a a. — av a - >m A /th * -» umao fko ^awV )i4 (M A 

r9tGY inncovuvQ &or ww »jr yuvro • y* »ww » *•** ’ — -- 

iaoroaa# the radiua of eeai*oL of the SARATOGA'S plane®, olenrly indicatee 
that bn had daflnitaly oloaed his mind to the operations in the Tulagl- 
Ouadaloanal Area, insofar a* caaiataaoe froa hia earriar planaa waa 
concerned* Ba waa now nor* into rested in muring fualing plana* 


At 0740 ha changed course to 210o(T) in order to oomply with the 
Point Option given the 8ARAT00A search pianos* 

Bo heard nothing further from any chip of TF 62 until about 0800 
whan flaah reports from the Tulagi-Guadalcanal Area ware reoeivu<l in the 
oarriar force - notably in the WTBWPRISB - indicating apparent surfaoe 
action with damage by omfire end torpedoes„** It ia not olaar exactly 
what these fieah reports were* but on# of tSww - apparently received at 
0800 by CTF 61 - seems to have been frem CTF aho reported "Heavy 
actions continue to weet*> i ^• More ?f our chips in trouble* Submarines 
in area.**** CTF 61 appear* to have made no effort to learn what infor¬ 
mation had bom heard within TO 01.1* indicating a serious lack of 
appreciation of the situation in Iron Bottom Sound* Whether this mss dua 
to a failure to receive enough of these report® on which to Vase a deoi- 
slam - the case a« stated by CTO Ql.l*2,*e or whether it mi due to the 
faot that CTF 81 had dooidsd to continue to retire and to disregard hie 
information is unknownt but it io oii+ar that he took no offensive notion 
whatsoever* 


*““♦.0fY fS iWLspatoJi S&164B August* 1942, to CTF (ft * 

*v Mar Di>i"y CTG 61*1*2 (CTF 16) August 9th, 1942* 
*«* CTF 62 £48patch 082100 August 1342 ( to CTF 61, 
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... oa.'ifl rTF 31 rsoaiTad a diapat-h from CTF 62, ralayad by 

.<■ to. * 0 * Wttu ”1.2 of mV. 

sr£5S-2T2T^iSi«*- *t ™ l ~«'z£^c?XS r * 

dispatch - drafted bafors the nig> *° raquirad him to withdraw 

!Bfo*4 err 61 that th. ’Tth. a.o«d «...*.. 

£ ffi«T”fl~^ r^r 

ss STmoii^d ippi^rs^^^id 

alght bars rapliod to fW «2s hut a* it was, ho appomrs oo n» 
r^ly. 

At 0950 tha morning aaaroh coi.duotad hy ths that 

«.**•<>• CTF 61 lto»£ *£*r~Z*Z'*£ ^Couro. 

tho flight had obsarrtd thaJAFTS retiring ™ cours®. By 

... thra. at 09S6. o^*»d book to 14^(T1, th. ^rtlro-Jrtoo^ JrL ^Z„ 

Joo oil. «*». fro. th. PO-ltl- £/!**"- 

™ Wr *J* !“f 

ourrl.r-b...d bgarara. H« had *J*T! f '! r ’.“ 1 i TM inlo tK> croup, rad had 

tranty toot, .t thl. tito. had dlad.Ld =d. * or ~.^“_ «£? £ 

dlroot^l rarh of th... Group. to pKOrad lnd.pradratly. Tto. «T^ • 

tie opooaln. Cctorad.rr. a^ra.t.d ly . dlatrar.. of 590 allra, r 

opoo.lt. dlrratlooa. In.»f« « «>•» °“ c ~ m * <1> “* 

bat t la mas orari 

a* i/wi a*l la m^babla - though thara i* no confirmation of this - 
ttot CTF Tr.«ltod l^~tlcrfr2. th. BTH.FK.S1 (CTO 61.1.*) toat 

XnaX CTf Ox w«w)ODTQt ahiah hiu tMO IMlv rO 

tha pilots of oartaiu pianos from tha £ 5»ir ratum a.: 

Guadalcanal te d*liT*r photograph*. ** d ha«a fc0 tion or 

had rrpwrcad that tbsy saw no sTidsnea thora either or surra 

of ornsay sh5.ps****** 

« 10*. CTF « rto-J-O- <£ « 

th. Of air rapport, ho «»M h. r^ulrto 

—rm n.uw ttrnawa* *nmEg^P*rc~ar «r 

*. CTF 62 Dispatch 081406 Ang*’«t 1W2. 

#** CTF 62 Dijpatc^ 0Q1W1 August. 19 A2 * 

**** *a- Diao SARATOCkAr Aug*** rj4 f“ . .*,« 

***** «fir Diarv CTO 61*1*2 (CTF lb) August 9th ? A swc * 

(S» »>««.! w.p.t.h ««f. 6. n*t «■«» «• 
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tf» withdraw all ships temporarily.* This dispatch appears to bars baa** 
the first intimation that CT' 61 had received from CTF 6 Z that It was 
aeoeaea>y to withdraw ths evrfxee forces that day, although It la not 
improbable that h® may have estimated that this was a distinct possibi¬ 
lity. 


flnortly after 110C, ths SARATOGA detected a "bogey" by radar, bear- 
ir.g to ths northeast ut a range of about ISO miles. This "bogey" «a* 
traoksd fcr a fsw minutes and was found to os un a course to ths south- 
sast at ths speed of a land-baied bottber. Th*dar ths threat of this nttr 
situation, CTF 61 Aaaediately sent a dl spa toll deallocating himself as 
Officer ln-Taotieal Coomand of ths carrier for-s* and dirsotinjt CTO 67 .1 
to asr.uns ocrunand of aircraft operations*** At the sen* tine, he also 
directed CTO 31*lt "Double ths Combat Air Patroll"***j and^ "Stand by 
for air attaokl"** ■> Task Group 61*1 immediately went co General Quarter*. 
In ths meantime, flight dsoks were readied to launch fighters. 

At 1140, the WASP reported sighting a eufcmarine, and CTF 61 meneuver- 
•d TO 61,1 to avoid it* This man saver delayed somewhat the launching of 
the interoepting and patrolling fighter groups* 

About this *iaj CTF 61 b*«>>*.* of th* night *nt4 ou near S»*"o 

Island, for he cent a message at 1160 to 00M3GFACFGH stating; *Am re¬ 
ceiving dispatches from Turner dosoribtng heavy losses in cruisers in 
engagement which oontimer to vestvard. Are you receiving them?"**** 

The "bogey 1 * turned out to be i U.$, Army B-17••**** CTF 61 thare- 
fore discontinued his AA alert, set Condition of Headings* Two, end assumed 
a cruising disposition probably designed against submarines. 

At 1416, CTF 91 sent to COMSOPACFCR a dispatch which contained, in 
tcto, all messages which CTF 62 had emit his, concerning the losses and 
damage, t; suffered by hie aommnd during the night sot ion, indicating that 
the heavily damaged ASTORIA would be towed to Kfato as the saly chance to 
save herj and that this movement required protection whioh La, CTF <12, 
was unable to provide.••a* 1 ** it is appa^'oat from, this dispatoh that at 
this time - twelve hours after the battle - CTF 61 had information show¬ 
ing that the QfilNCY and VH&PHKS had been sunk and that the CHICAGO, 
ASTORIA end CANBERRA. had been heavily damaged. Dsf.plte this knowledge, 

CTF 61 still appears to liars sbc^sa little oonoern, He seems to have 
felt that, now that he had been direotod to retire, he no longer had any 
direot. responsibility far the operations in the Tulagi-Guadaloa^sl Area* 


~—*“«#rssn^sioF35iw, ' A^rt imitcfh:— 

** CTF 61 Visual Dispatoh 090014, August 1942 to C7G 61,1,1 (CTF 16), 
and CTO 31.1,3 (CTF 18). 

•»« CTF SI Visual Dispatch. 090014, August 1942 to CTG 61.1 (CTP 18). 

• *** CTF 61 Dispatch 090060, August 1942 to CCMSOPACFOR. 

***** War Diary, SARATOGA August 9th, 1942, 

****** CTF 61 Dispaioh 09031.A, As gust 1942 to OOMSOrACFOR. 







This supposition is borrfs out by the fact that he «d*d th# sbovo dispatob 
to COIBOPACFOR >fitb tbs following illiusinating word*: Direst Turner to 

■aJcs rsports dir sot to youp info to s»«"* 

It is assuwsd that, iom tins ftfter 1715, CTF 81 was informed by 
Ci‘0 61*1 that tha a/ieraoon soarch aade by the BrtT7®PBISS betwera bsar- 
lr.cs 066°(f) and 235°(T) to a dlstanoe of 150 alios bad boon naghtiro 
but that oertain sub-orotor* to tha southwest had not fully boon search¬ 
ed, owing to bad weather. 

At 1800, GIF 61 ohan&ad the fleet course to 18C«(.f). It took twraty- 
siz nlnutsi to ooaplsta this ohange of course. 

At 2100, ha changed tl.s flaat aoura* to and oontinuad th»-a~ 

on at fifteen knots.** 


(e) OPBRITICHIS OP CTO 61*1 

' r ■ — w—»- »a u m ai n ■■ ■’ i i i 

CTO 61*1 ©ciiduoiod air operation® throughout tha 9th as follows* 

(a) oottbat air and anti-subsarin® oowar lor his o-*a taaa foroa, ,b) a 
ssareh to support a rescue operation of CTF 63, (o) searches to ocwor tha 
retirement of his own task foroa, wad (d) a flight t« Tulagi to 
.out obfttoaruohs. lo combat air ©over or a*r support was provided TP 0* 

* . •- - . . __ -I- tha Marines esaorw* 

at Tuiagi-Huadsioanai, tor m.* may ml. s-*-™ • - .w *> - 

bsoause TO 61.1 was retiring* 


Th* weather conditions in th® vicir.ity of tha task force warai high 
noattar«d clouds, risibility twelT® wiles, gratis northaastarly surfooa 
winds, flying ocnditions average.** 

At 0300, CTO 61.1.2 (CTF 16) in tha WTERPRJ3! hsard a flash rsport 
indicating that some type of surface motion in tha Tuaegi-Guadalosnal araa 
was occurring.** As was pointed out in tha preceding eaotion, it is pro-* 
babls that ihi.i flash report was also received by CTF 61 as w^ll as by 
other Iroup Cunwinder* and Commanding Offiosrs. 


At 0600, tha SARAKWA turnad into the vind to launch bar worning 
saaroh. Thla search was oonduotad by sight scout boatbera operating frsm 
a point of origin; LwtitaAs 11°-14‘(S). Locgltuda 161°-01'(S) - thirty 
aidit alia; northeast of Rsnrall Islisnd. Tha sscroh was to ■>©▼*» tha w 
sixty degree sector between 270«(T) aad 339°(T) to a radius of 175 ail®e. 
It was tangent on the east to Saxo Island aad, as nay be aeaa fro* Dlagra* 
•K*, scarcely extended to tha northwest beyond tha Russell Islands* It 

duplicated a portion of CTF ® 5, “ •♦ ol5or TI lt#aruh for tl * t ~ X>0th “ 
area and in tiwa - and therefore, as designed, was of little value to 


"off 8 1 KspaS at r w ssxjrjMBi»rv^i t*> 'dWsWAzmr 

s* Was Diary CTO 61.1.2 (CTF 18) August 1962. 

*** War Diary SARATOGA, Au-^st 9th, 1942. 
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Cf? 62*8 operations. It was of value only i» determining whether any 
asterny surface forces were approaching TO 61 «1 frost the northwest and was 
primarily defensive. If it had Wen launched to be helpful in an ol'fsn- 
Klti w»y # it should have 1300*1 extended to tho maximum radius possible - 
fra» a point of origin similar to that used on tho afternoon of August 
Oth; nsmwly, West Capa, Guadalcanal Island. A maxijnuB radius search from 
th* point of origin actually employed would not hava discovered tha 
Japanese Cruiser Foroe, for that force was wall beyond that radius* But 
neither CT F 61 nor CTG 61.1 had any knowledge of tha Japan#c# Cruiser 
Toros at tha time. 

At- 0617, tha ENTERPRISE launched four scout bombers to oonduot an 
inner air patrol against submarine*. She elso launohad two soout bomber* 
tc drop to tha Karinas or. Guadalcanal Island the photographic prints of 
tha air reconnaissance oad« of that Island on tha preceding day.*' After 
this launching, CTG 81*1 returned tha equilateral triangle ^raising die- 
position whioh he hud been employing throughout the operation wherein 
TO 81*1.1 was In the van, TG 61,1*2 was five wiles en the starboard 
quarter, and TG 61.1^5 was fire miles on tha port quarter, 

At 0740, courne was ohtnged to 210°(T) to reach a position for re- 
covering tho morning search pianos, which position was fifty miles on 
bearing 14A°(T) rro* the point of origin- and sixty miles on bearing 
105°(?) fraa the ©?stem end of Rennell leiand. 

At this same tine, search planes from the SARATOGA sighted and 
identified the JARVIS in latitude 9°-42'(s), Longitude 158*-59' (S), on 
approrcimete course 22J>d{T), at an ftatiraateo spaed of teo knots, down by 
ths bow and leaving ft heavy of 1 wtdeo.*** This contact on the JARVIS re- 
vsalo that her B 0 vww»nt since aha had bean contacted by the BLUE at 0260 
was along p course of 2JO°(7) at a spaed of ten kneta. It indicated that 
the JARVIS was prooeoding, damaged and ureacorT.adt directly across the 
Coral Sea io the nearest Australian tort. 

At 08(0 - ao waa indicated under the discussion of the operations of 
CT? 61 - flash reporta from the Tulagl-Guartalof-nal area ware baing re¬ 
ceived in tho aorrlor force by nemo 0 i the ships, notably by the ENTER- 
PRIS)5,* Hl-ether those reports were noslvao by CTO 61,1 is not definite¬ 
ly known, ‘cut it is presumed that he did rsoeive them* Howsver, no 
information 1 * available as to his reactions at this time* 

It is somewhat surprising that, when the above flash reports of night 
action in Iron Bottom Sound were being intercepted, none of the Task Group 
Commanders cr Commanding Officers of ships of TG 61*1 forwarded to 
CTG 61*1 - or lo thair own Group commanders - any of the information thus 
received, ncr did the Tt*sk Force Conmander or any Group Commander endeavor 


•~'Tfi7Tr*“y wsr 

** Wa r Diary SARATOGA,. August 9th, 1942, 
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.»tnu tim. ♦» <»u«t niJu!7of 0 tt« !!£.£«£• 
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therewith - It would “to Ml '.*•’* “".“‘^ d „d.«l-«t.d onto 

Mo Group IWMlBl tc ■ • • t-r . m 81 or to CTO 61.1, 

JfST«» 4lth or, porttoont oo-tot « tocawwodotloooi 

it .*3*. to. WW into. o.pt.d t“ fol’.owt^ n..«^ fto. Or.u». Buo. 

siffcs xr^rufT“ g9 r . 

SSTlLodlSW poootd toi. «•“*. by vlowl *«“ to CTO 61.. 

.. uoa vKi* ^ARATO&A r*Ct>*arod har aaaroh plan*®. Th«a« pltn#r 
At 09$ 0, ^h* 5 ARATUU* raou^rw eiahcinfi and id-mtifylng *hn 

pu^*ii «i jhtinft no »n«*y nalt-. but rtpwrtoj QOR#t of oindal- 

JAHV18. Th®y «l»o r*port*4 % * in *JJ** p ^~o f noi f S > o* Thin l»tt*r ontft 

*11*, aoutnaaat of tha Rcsioll Ulmnto at 0726.** 

At 1000 tho orui**r® and th* battlajhi?, NORTH CAROLINA, -roriaad 
tho ixmor nip patrol again** aufcaarina* fcr TQ 61.1. 

„ „ - u -. rj.-wouji tha four tooiTi bo»u#rs which had 

“to JroeUig to. tonor Jlv potrol^d to. 

£r,SL.TSS ~ - •*— 

of ■urfaoa notion thor* wad no on«*y *hip*. 

«i. - too* “u .Sirs? °z^z. 

to th. oltoittootlon of » MtMy ootfuood 

oltufitlon in totol. odoouot. .yntho.L.d Infontotlon to. «"**»*• 

it 1100 too SARATOGA dotootod o "bopty" by .odor boor.ng to too 

norttowt fit . rouge of .tout ISO Ml... n ^ h i*'“ > 4totod o po.i^fi “or- 
tlgM.ro to lutorooM tol. -x.goy" h £ R ^£„ At tol. ti*.. 

In* SS6»(T) diet out fifty fttoniloo fr« to. SAMOOA. Crl.tokol 

£ SARATOGA to. ’£ t *?*£& 52?£*t “« W- «- 

I*Inna. Thi* pooit^on m* ^ eMity for tumia* 

SSS^TlJSriTK to wi T h to^rototor oltotoM “d donled th. 

ta*k foroa aor* *out-h*rly »ov«n»ntc 


r«^ITT\lJFalx^ ' s4 ^ 


-rwrDis.ry gto Qi.i.o -- - 

»* ^r < Mory'ft.ARATOOA> f*“** ' ,,t In fttodfiloMtol-Worldfi 

U^W-t rth-tto. IMS. s.rl.1 0067. i■»««•* ^to. 1M~ 

.... tor OUr, CTJ S'.l.t (COT Id) toguot 9to. 19M. - WMm 
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In aooordaim o with CTF «1'» orders, at J14, to double tfca ooubet 
air patrol,♦ the 9VTBRPK18K louaohed eight fighters at 1210 to rellsve 
tha coabat air patrol of four piano* trtm tha WASP**- thus over tho took 
foroo« 

At 1220, tho SARATOGA'S fighters intercepted tho 1nooning "bogay* 
and frund It to bo a U.S. Any B-17 uhioh was f 1-lng at a higi altitude.*** 

At 3.403, tho SARATOGA launched four ooout bombers to seareh for a 
petrol piano reported devn at ooa la Latitude 12°-26»(s), Longitude 
1680-66*(l).**« (Tho srow of thia patrol piano aaa rooeuod by tho *e- 
PAF3AITD). 

Iterlng tho remainder of tho day TO 61,1 oooduoted routine oarrior 
oporational 

At 2400, the noon position of TP 81.1 oaa Latibado 14°-28*(S), 
Longitude 168°-26 9 (l) or 188 nilca duo nest of Capo Cuaberlaad, Saplritu 
Santo I aland* 

(d) OPKRATIC03 OP ALLIED 8UBM1RI18S 

(1) Oporatlana of 3«S8 

At 0000, August 9th, the 8-86 rmo on oourao 140°(T), patrolling 
her lino 82O»-140»(T) in 8t. George*» Charnel. At 0006, the Conaanding 
Offioar sighted a large ship with a ainglo destroyer aoroan bearing 170° 
rolatiTo and approaching on a parallel oourao of 140°(?) so aa to paaa 
close aboard tha 8-S8.ee** Ee tracked this eontaet for nlivrtaan minutes 
den* at 0024, ho fired too torpedoes by sound***** A half ninuts later 
ha hoard both torpedoes explode end tho aovmd of tho propellers of tho 

IAMB chin VKa KnH amir fkn TaMMoo 4 >«m«o^»4> W 1 

MKT which ,ni one of six tr o op-oarrying ships bearing Japanese relnforoe- 
Bnots from Kftbeul to (taedaloanal .***•* Tho VSITO MARO on bearing 
270°(T) distent fourteen nil so froa Capo St. George, and lost fourtoan 
officers and 828 anliatod ran****** Tha other flee transports reversed 
oourao and returned to tabeul. 

The Coamndlng Officer, 8*88 inedlately thereafter ocamtamaed 
operating submerged at a eery alow speed on various ooureos in order to 
•void the Japanese escorting destroyer uhieh use seerehing for *»*» T g« 


* m flsual Mspoioti WBBIi ; ingmC I W» , " W g W ' W.l 18 ). 

** War Si ary MTOPKIC1, Au*pst 9th, 1942* 

*** War Mary 8A2AI0GA, Attest 9th, 1642, 

•«*• War Diary S-88, August 1942* 

***** Southeast Area Warm! Operations, Part I, Dee. 4042, Historical 
Division, 0.8. Amy, July 81st, 1947* also War Diary 8th Pleat, 
August 7th-10th, 1942, CIO Document 74888, Hay 12th, 1947, page 5. 




ooutiuuod so to oo»r*t* until 0146. At this ti»o, a* 

cearohing doetr./er. bad faded trim his listening £*w . 

oonslderod him. If safe. sot oour*. 180*»(T). «nd *on~uc*d 

torpedo tubas.* Ho shortly thereafter surfaeod end eoutinued -n* thl * 

course until at dara ho had reaehed a position thirty-oicbt uil*« * outh 

of Capo St. Georgs, bar ins **«• good ton and one-half fenots. 

fbw, at 0611, ho detomiaod his patrol for tho day. Ho deelded 
nMia ia tho southern part of this area, runninj dooply aub*rffj*~ during 
daylight, because ho know that Japanese airoraft soaroh and bowblnA 
■isslraw nor* eortain to pass ©cor hi# ©poratin* sroa. Ho 
that boforo bo again olosod tho Japanese traffloUnes. ho oould first 
rost his orsw. At 0621, ho ehmgsd oours* to *70®{T}.o 

At duo. , 1357, ho surfaeod and ehanged sour*. to 0*0° (T) to boto 
oswt to tho longitude of Cop* St. Oaorgo. Ha roaohad * hl * ** 

5400, ond than ©banged sours, te 00 <f>{T) to olose 

Capo St. floor jo. Tbs 2400 position of tho S-5d weo about thirty-eitfit 
miles south of that Capo. 

(2) Operations of 8**44 

At 0000, August 8th e tbs 8-44 was proceeding westerly on the 
surftoo along tho south ooast of low Haaooer Island, on rout, to Araa 
XXD in aooorlsnoo with orderu rsosisod about throo 

thl, tl«. .h. to th. awttawt to ronad tho ^ 

at i wt 0850 changed course to tho northeast. By dam, she bad reaabed 
a position bearing 800®(T), distant forty wiloo froa forth C*jw. fow 
Irelands** 

Tho C amending Officer submerged at this tiuo and proceeded to thw 

„ _ ,_ a &•.<., UvHrttt. inudiaMA* wtw 

.nature.. no i w i n . ■ *»■—*»—-• —. . _ „ . v r. 

dt k. when ho bad roaohad a position four alios north of forth Capo, he 
surfhoed \ui prtoeedod toward Sinberl Island, waking best speed toward 
Arsa 5BD,** wtueh ley In tho rioinity of Capo 8t, (Horg*. 

At 2400„ tho 8-44 was about fc fcy wiles oast of forth Capo. 

(•) OmATXOBB OF CTf 58 

CTP 65*c Operation Plan sohodulod for August 8th had tho sssao soaroh 
op* rations as those epooifiod for August 8th. Tbs oontnst on tbs Japanese 
cHisor dree at 1025, August 8th, howsror, had’* 
It is to bo rewttl rred that GIF 88 had requested CTP 68, 1st. on August 
6th, to boob tho so ships in Hoknta Bay, Santa Isabel Islandi and 
CTF 65 had ordered tho XLSVWTH Bmbartoeot Oroup to bo prepared to ©on 
feet this attaok at 1200, August 8th* 


* Uar Mary H-^8, August 184&U 
«» Bar Qi&r 8—44, August 1842. 
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At 0264, CTF 63 sept ft dispatch to CTO 63.6 in thft MACVIHAC direct¬ 
ing hit to sift'd the petrol pl«B« In tha mitsm sub-sector of Sector IV 
to reoennoiter Robots Bey st earliest possible on August 6th, slnoe mm; 

<• sftpiftn* tenders were believed to be bnted there.* CTO 63.5 nu direct¬ 
ed to re duos the petrol piety** m see/ oh In the eastward sub-sectors of 
Sector IV m nsostuiry to make four petrol planes available for night 
torpedo att>ek cm this -Japanese foroe.o Info nestle® mi included that 
th-> B~17s wcuxv hit the sew target about noon,* Whether this dispetoh 
was ever received In the MACHIBAC ie unkaom&o Sector IV was reported 
searohed in all sub-sectors m August 9th, as hereinafter shorn, so it 
is olear that the night torpedo attaek was not earried out. 

The scheduled search operations in other sectors were oarrled 0 ”t as 
swbedulod. The results or tneee searenee follows t 

Sector I again was not searohedf** but this tine either because of 
bad weather (which prevented the WTERPRIST scouting planes free complet¬ 
ing their search in this area on the afternoon of August 9th***), or 
beoauee the B-17s were being employed in the strike mission against Rekata 
Bay. Othsr land-baaed bembers an Hew Caledonia conducted looal searches.** 

Sector II wan searched by two F-17s from Ssplritu Santo which re¬ 
ported one hundred per cent coverage with negative results.** It is 
evident that these planes took off fro* fapirltu Santo at about 0340, 
because one was detected about noon by th# SARATOGA*s radar.*** 

This radar detection indicates that the search b-17e were flying muoh 
too* high for effective surface eearoh. It ie probable that the inexperience 
of the Amy Air Corps in overwater search operations, and their leek of 
briefing by tho levy units in AXRSOPAC were the reasons for this. It 
also indicates that the B-17 search planes in Sector II were abreast of 
*ul»jl at shout 07NV an their raspwetlva outbound lags. On this premiss 
they reached the f60 sales erersnity of s«aron at 091c, wnion position 
was abreast of Hanning Strait and Just beyond the northwest extremities 
of both Kew Georgia and Santa Isabel Islands. At that moment the Japan¬ 
ese Cruiser Force, which had passed northward through Sector II, wae Just 
forty-five miles due west of the B-17 in the western sub-sector. The 
B-17s changed course at 0912 to the southwest to proceed along a forty 
adl*c cross-leg before turning back at 0930 toward Sspirltu Santo. At 
0930, the Japanese Cruiser Force was forty mi?*,<>« northwest of ths B-17 In 
the western sub-sector. By 0983, the 3-2.7 in the eastern sub-sector was 
ever Rebate. Bay end sighted to enemy units there. At 1200 the B-17 in ths 
western sub-sector was bearing 3S6°(T), distant fifty 1 -five nils* from the 
SARATOGA, which carrier had die patched a flight of twelva fighters to 
intercept it.*** It was intercepted and reported as a friendly B-17*** 
by this flight group at about 1220. 


"-rTsx gmme mmri s wzs im •srro agnrggr 

** tar Diary (XMAI-'IS® VC, August 1942. 

#«!* War Diary, BARAKA , August 1942. 



aM+nr ttt mi by tw patrol plane. frosi th. CURTISS, 

^ in topiritu Santo. Th... pl®*» reported niiwrty-fi™ V*r °®° 
eovtiTftfii, and rs*ult* negative.* 

Soohor IV .«"*£> STIT-JI 

«• «—«• *" «»* “"'*«•* “ <1 

negative r<s!*ult« • 

^•otor V w*. a.slpiod to b. ..arched by four patrol plan** 

r a fjr. D irsu, s^. r r t r^%:.«».... 

ThTiofARlisP had gotten underway at 2210 on A*gu.t 8th, * n * r * 

In I^JX^lanl. Ed placing tta craw, aboard th. wlnela^r. BKW. t. 
crU of a patrol Jlane down at ,*a to 

I™, M ?ItI^ar22W ed Al^It r »S^^S Nim'plZrt «■ * r ®» 

SLi^£ S^SVSE. *nd IU.UJ the *»*-• .OPARU1D-. W.r 
boat* after their return fron .aaroh flight. at 1708. 

Saotor VI wa. e.arch*l by four patrol plana* b* *d aahora at Saudi, 
Fiji I.W*. Thi* .actor wa. rwortal a* oov.rag. uinaty per oaat, 

rami It a negative.* 

At about 0646, CTF 88, in accordance with th. /•*»•“* ?* 
laanohad* fwn tha air ba*a at lapiritu Santo, a .triking foroc of alght 
B^IT. to attack nm Japan... orui..r. *nA»+*vl*r* tandorii «h*J* had 
aupposadly arriwad in Rckata Bay th. prating day. Thit .triWng 
nr cM rii/ir far north a. th# north.ro and of Seat. I.ab.1 I.nad, 

£ 5j— » -*«• •« ’-**“« *2£ *5 oour... 

_Thar. war. no ..apian* t«na.r.» oi ooun«, 

onuwi * --- .. , „ ., » _ „<# 4-w. cruiwr 

at R.kata Bay, nor n*arby, for u» t^Ia' B-17* bad 

Foro. on Avru.t 8th bed been in error. By th. ti»a th.*. B-17» 
reached Rakata Bay, th. J*pan*c« oruiaen had already pae.^l ti to gh 
‘nvill. Strait erd war. beyond tha radiua of tha.* plan..* 
ft , no n*mr target* tha aight b-IT. returned to the fiouth.ro tip of 
San I.ab.1 Island wber. they dropped their bonbe, and an r. urn 
Scpiritu Santo* 

Tha routine nature of CT 63- . air .wroha# throughout th. Sth, and 
crtlcUrly th* faot th»t hi* nlr .tt.uk K-oonp of *lsh- *-U. *** 
r^o^Tiwl^ * •—* sroup. Indict.* th*t no -port. o 

iJT^ht Stlo,. led -cMd Cir « In cffioict tie or „cpl*t*n... 


*« 


Interrogation of Cdr. J.O. Cobb, U8I, VP^-6 fcwouti^. Offioa* and 


«;^i (August 1942.) by ■*"*>"IfholU* 
Bates, U8H (Hrt*), H«td of bep«rh»ant of Analyol., *airal War Collage. 

Isvpcrti S»In, October ‘Wit, 1948# 

*** **r Diary W (»»] A»©»at 1942# 
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for Mb to diroot this attack group sgidnat tW retiring Japan*),* Cruiser 
Fbroo. i« baa already W« pointed out* the Mard ple».<vs in doctor II 
ai**«d the JaptUM Cruiior Force by e«wt> forty nilee. nwitfor* it would 

boro iimmj. possible tor C7W dS to ‘wb located the i^poiMaa cruisers 
bad the two B-17s la doctor II been abreast f&legl at eunr.V* (0652) i»~ 
staad of at 0760 as it turned out* Com bad CTF 69 located the Japanese 
cruisers diverted the eight B-17 attack group rowerd tbse, these 
E«17« would not haws ranched the noon position of the Japanese ships. 

^ ^k* r *^ or ® svidsnt. that, mder ths CTF 85 was to no 

position to take offensive action against th» Japanese Cruiser Fares* 

Ob August »th, he requested OCMPAIWIBO TV) in Pearl Harbor to wake 
reedy nine replaoevmt patrol places, four of Htloh were to be scat to 

msOPACJOR as torn as possible to replaee those lost i® the then currant 
operations* 

(f) opcaATica^. or immin allied aib fobcm. mm bpac 

C (mender A lied Mr Forces. Fortheastern Area. 80WEBPAC conducted 
air searches on August 9th duller to those conducted on August 8th.« 

These searches were a* follows t 

(a) Tinea Shdsms fren the Jail River airfield at Milne Bay reoon- 
ndtered the Solemn Islands la Reeonnalseance Area "B*, and a fourth 
9tdeoB nade a shoit reeoanniosanee flight over Feeounalesanee Area 
■Him*. 


^b) (hw B-17 fron J*»rt Moresby reeonnoitored Reoanimlssense Area ®C*i 
o«e» Reeonsaiseance Area *!f 4 and one searched Reconnaissance Area *1*. 
vhlch latter included Krvlong and Sabaul. 


OT the above High s, only those nade by the Hudsons in Reeaunmissanoe 
Area "B were important as regards this study, end only these arc shorn 
on Bdagran "A*. These planes nade contacts as follows 


(a) Ctae at than nade a contact on four cruisers in Latitude 06*'* 06* 
IS)? 2A»igit«de 1690-57*(I) at 1455 on eourae S20°(t), speed estimated at 
vwslve knots* Actually th© spovd of thews cruisers, which happened to be 
CKllflT SIX, v%«i tuvity knots* The plane developed the cantsot or these 
cruisers until 14S6**, at which tine it retired, probably because of 
linitatisne of fhwj. 


(b) Another el these Hudson* observed, at 1520, whet b» thought cm 
one cruiser one destroyer la, Let! buds 07°-0d*(8), Longi tude 164°-40* 
(2) (x* course b«JO (T) speed tec knots«e Actually this identification 


*♦ C2JJ1B7 SIX, 7wtailed Battle Report |d 4 Solownut Havel Action. Aurust 
Tth-SJtb^ 184£, VW Docunsesfc 1<HJ?17, June 27th, 1847. 
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appear* to here beam in error. It Is mri likely that it was ma iwpcrtant 
auxiliary, rathar than a crwiaar, escorted by a destroyer, for no Japan¬ 
ese oruiaar see la that arm. It could not. of course, have bacn part 
of tha Japanese Cruiser Force, aa that ferae was to tha seat of Boujfain- 
villa Island at thia t3.we, 

Vhathar tha aa tec contact report* avar raaehad tha reapoualbla 
eooMndara la 30PACF01 ia not known, tot aa there la no record of thair 
having bean raoaivad, it ***** 1Italy that they ware not forward ad. 

While it la true that, evrss had thay bean forwarded, they would not have 
precipitated any offensive aotion by OOBBOPACFOR aa tha contact* ware 
aado too lata in tha dayj navarthalaaa, thay are want toe. ad hare to show 
how tha «or«i leatAoe* had failed oa august Rth. Tha stndy mad* earliar 
of tha delays on August 7th and 6th showed that tha average tine of de¬ 
livery of m. aircraft contact report in tha northeastern Area of SCWKSPAC 
on those two days waa approximately tan hours* This ma excessive. Bow* 
over, ths tine of delivery oa August 9th was oven store excessive for on 
that data tha contact report was not delivered at all* 




CHAPTER XXI 


EPILOGUE 


(a) CONCLUDING EVENTS ; 

The concluding events consisted, in the main, of the withdraws! of 
both the Allied navel and air forces end the Japanese na^ai forces i rom the 
Tuiagi-GuadaIcanal Area. 

(1) Allied operations 

On the Allied side, (a) TP 61, the Air Support Force, was proceeding 
to * fueling rendeivous at sea wall to the south end to the west of Espiritn 
Santo; (b) IF 62, the Amphibious Force, was en route southward to Noumea? 
and (c) TF 63 was retiring its forward search groups from Maramislke Fotuary 
and Ndeni to Espiritu Santo, which air base then became the most forward air 
poeition in the South Pacific Area. The Marines ashore on Tulagi and Guad¬ 
alcanal Islends were left without naval support and without air support. 
Although Marine fighter groups wore en route from Pearl Harbor, they were 
not to arrive at Guadalcanal until August 13th, 

(2) Japanese Operations 

On the Japanese side, the cruisers which had been so successful against 
the Allied screening groups eariy on August 9th, were retiring to their 
bases. The CHOKAI and C ROD TV EIGHTEEN arrived at Rabanl at 0b39, August 
10th and CRUDIV SIX (less KAKO) arrived at Silver Sound outside Kaviung at 

1 Q1 t uAwn rljuy ^ 

The KAKO had been attacked by the Allied submarine S-44 at 0908. August 
10th in a position sixteen miles northeast of Simberi Island and had been 
hit by three torpedoes. She had sunk at 0915, 

Three Japanese submarine^ of SUBR0N SEVEN, the RO-33, 1-121 and 1-12.. 
were operating in Iron Bottom Sound, The 1-123 was not due to arrive until 
possibly late on the eleventh. Air and other Japanese reinforcements had 
been ordered and many were en route to the South Seas Area. 

The Combined Fleet was f -sparing to sortie from its basos in anticipa¬ 
tion of fighting a decisive battle in the Solomons Area. It sortied on 
August 11th, 16th and 17th, 

(b) UTUATION AS OF 24C0 AU GUST 10th 

T>a situation in the South Pacific Area ax midnight August 10th was a 
confused one, because, as oar. be oeen from the above, a complete rediaposi- 
fcion of forces, both Allied and Japanese, was underway. The operations 
which had led to, and which had included the night action known the 

I 
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Battle of S»to !» 1 an d„ had terminated,, The gathering force* on toth aide# 
•K'zrrt »oon to lead to other naval and air engagement* whioh would continue 
tix« bitter utruggle in the Solomon Inland* until their final capture by 
Allied force* many month* later. 
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CHAPTKR XXII 


THE EFFECT S OP TUK JIATTUS 


Hje Battle of Save Island, which w*« incidental to the first Allied 
offensive amphibious operations of WorM War II, wee n limited Japanese 
tactical victory, This was so, for the destruction of the ASTOHIA, VIM- 
CKNNKS, QUINCY , i *,NBEKHA, JARVIS and the heavy damage to the CHICAGO, 

RALPH TALBOT end HA'TTKRSON with but slight dtu^age to the Japanese cruisers 
CHOKAI, AOBA, KINUGASA, YUHARI and TKNRYU guve the Japanese a temporary 
command of the aotion area which, had it been exploited by an attack on 
the Allied transports, slight have caused the complete failure of the Al¬ 
lied plans in the Solomon Islands, However, the Japanese ccvwnander did 
not exploit hi* taotioal auoccs* and retired without attempting to ac¬ 
complish the destruction of the transports and cargo ships and without an¬ 
nihilating the Allied screening force. 


Victories at sea are not necessarily always wet sure** by ships lost 
or tactical successes gained. They are more often measured by the effect 
»uch losses or tactical aueoesifes may hare upon ultimate victory; upon the 
extent o which such losses or tactical successes contribute to the ac¬ 
complishment of the strategical plan. In naval warfare it is not sufficient 
to gain temporary control of 'he action area; it is far more important to 
insure that the eotion contributes its full share towards final victory* 

This may require immediate exploitation of the taotioal success. 


Tne question therefore arises as to whether, in view or the failure 
of Commander Cruiser Force to exploit his taotioal success, he may be con¬ 
sidered as having satisfactorily accomplished his objective. The answer 

if; phl'l Ails) \ T a r. K a + 4 .«* wa* P.-mt fkw. ui 4.1. t. i _ .* » j. _ j jl . • . , , . 

-- - ----- ... .. ... UOSVA - v y AlJliOa 


transports antf oargo ships, he permitted the All Led unloading operations at 
-1 & £ -'Guadalcanal to continue. This enabled tl » Allies to secure their 
beachheads more firmly. It also enabled them, prior to their scheduled re¬ 
tirement at 1800. August 9th, to provide from these ships additional logis¬ 
tics support, sufficient to Bake it feasible for the Marines to continue 
successfully choir military operations ashore* 


i”Ue initial success of the above landing operations and the failure 
of Commander Cruiser Force to foroe the Allied withdrawal by destroying 
“i 8 *hipping, caused the Japanese Navy and the Army General Staff to desig¬ 
nate the Solomons as a vital area with tr.e idea of staking everything on a 
decisive fight th«re„ They even appeared willing .0 fight a decisive fleet 
aotion if rooesuary in defense of the area. Thie was, of course, a con¬ 
siderable departure from the plan adopted soon after Midway to fight such 
* decisive fleet aotion in watera nearer the Empire. The Japanese felt 
that shc-tid the allied operation succeed, the Allies would gain eonfidanoe 
and acMld put»h against other Japanese oooupied arets. Fro Japanese* A’tt^y 
I)*],, ••‘vnent did not fully concur with the plan to fight a decisive aotion 
in the ^olostons because of the distance from the home bases and the ensuing 
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difficulty id' so..<11rig *rnm«initts aruf supriles. An h consequence. there <m u 
no rani unilied notion the Army and the Navy in the early clays of 

Alliori occupation and the Japanese military power w:ia gradual iy frittered 
away. Thus, the Allied Haiiure of f'.uadaicanal bat: tuna a brilliant strate¬ 
gical success because It forced the Japanese to expand t-helr military poww r 
in an area far fro* their sour cos of military strength 

The loss nf the four cruiaera *»*»s a aorious blow to the Allies, They 
were preparing to conduct the North African invasion ns wall ns to conduct 
offensive operations’ in the Aleutians, and the shortage of heavy nacort 
and bombardment ships in all aroas war /ery acute indeed. Therefore, the 
loas of these cruiser* in the SOPAC area was immediately felt in the other 
aresj, Tliis was necessarily so because in these early days losses in one 
area often forced an immediate redistribution of force* in other area*. 


The Japanese, much as they did after the Midway operation, employed 
their tactical success in the night notion to keep alight the nation's re¬ 
solve to victory. A grossly exaggerated story of the Allied losses in sur¬ 
face ships was given great emphaa ic by the Japanese press and radio and 
broadcast to the world. 


The Allies also, on th* ther hand made littie comment on their naval 
leases, but employed the fact that they had successfully seised Tulagi and 
had landed on Guadalcanal to bolster the morale not only of their own people 
but of their allies as well. Although they did not know it at the time, 
this was the first of a long series of successful Allied amphibious opera¬ 
tions in th# Pacific which were to culminate in the Hattie of OKINAWA- It 
is possible that the Allied claims ilro had an excellent morale effect on 
those peoples subjugated ny the Axis such as the Pole 2 and the Chinese,• 
as it shewed that the Allies had not only sailed the offensive but xjri 


capable of defeating the Japauunw 
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CHAP TEN Aim 


BATTLE LKbGOWS 


CtMSCWISPAC and CGBiSOP&C who were charged with U:a axeoution of 
the basic plan to seine the Wew bri t* ln-E«rw Guinea-New Ireland area 
wished to defer that operation on the ground that thorn wn* irisuffioient 
air coverage available for the different phases of the operation which* 
they considered, onot initiated, should b** pushed throu *\ a* ore con* 
tinuous movement. They felt that the recently develops strength of 
the ensaty positions, tn® shortage of tranoport# and airpl«n#s for the 
continued maintenance of strong air support throughout fcjuo operation, 
and lack of sufficient shipping, uade the successful accomplishment 

of the operation vevy doubtful indeed. 

The Joint Chief# of Staff in reply stated that they fully appreci¬ 
ated the disadvantageous position of CQUSCY7RSPAC and CCWSOPAC. However, 
they further stated that despite tills they felt it neoesaary to go ahead 
leoause it was essential to stop without delay the esnecy*# southward ad¬ 
vance fro* Tulagi, and because enemy airfields at Guadalcanal would 
seriously hamper if not prevent the Allied establishment of base* at 
both Santa Cruz and Rspiritu Santo. 

LESSOR i 

Ir» general, it is the duty of taotioa to ineuro that its results 
are appropriate to the strategic aim, and the duty of strategy to insure 
that the attainment of tnctiowl objectives furthers exclusively this 
strategic aim as well aa insures that the tactical struggle is initiated 

icm .-t a rt.iK.Ht4 rewaVAl* fKame a f A Art** u { .'.no wVl*« f 

UM'W* * »svi us skt/av wauitw * <av*>w * w» p *»»v • v v wv—w -- 

wands of strategy require that the tactical struggles be initiated under 
conditions which are* not considered favorable but where it is so iaq>or- 
tont to achieve a strategic aim that severe taotioal sacrifice* am 
necessary and acceptable. 

This decision of the Joint Chiefs-of-Stoff was a case in point. 

For hare, it was so important to the strategic aim to prevent further 
Japanese expansion tc the south, and to prevent the establishiaent of 
Japanese airfield# at Guadalcanal, that the Joint Chiefs-of-Staff de¬ 
cided, as a calculated risk, to seize Guadalcanal under relatively un¬ 
favorable oorditlons. They fully expected that tactics would nmke heavy 
sacrifices but they considered that such sacrifices would be appropriate. 
In case# of this nature, it should be emphasized that any such decision 
*ade by higher command over the objections of a subordinate commander 
should be made only after a thorough study of the subordinate’s recom- 
■endatlons and after a thorough reconsideration of all of the factors 
involved. 
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2. Th® Japan*#* counted h#»v 1 ly on gaining surprise against th® Al¬ 

lied forces at Tulagl-tiuadaloanal. In this they were so remarkably 
successful a® tc succeed In destroying tb® main strength of th® Allied 
screening force with but alight damage to themselves. In accomplishing 
till* tney succeeded in obtaining a decisive superiority in gun--pow@r 
oTrr each of th® Allied screening group*. Th® ®ffeet on th® Allied 
commander* was almost stupifyin#. They confused th® situation; mistook 
th# *n«MQr for friends; f*ii#d to make reports of the onoiay'a pres®nco; 
wad® auMtoui inoorr»ot decision*; and almost completely forgot their 
primary objective - th# defenj® of thoir transports and cargo shins, 

LgggOM t 

3ur>r is® is th® injection of th® unexpected for the purpose of 
creating an unfavcrabl® military situation for the enemy. Judiciously 
conceived and suooessfully employed, it may h® a moat potent factor. 

It produce* both physical and moral® ®ffeots. Xn general, th® physical 
effect is to produce a decisive superiority at the decisive timo and 
plsto®. Howwver, th® effect of surprise is predominantly one of morale 
and it not in proportion to physical gains and losses. It can thero’ore 
have a T®ry adverse reaction upon the professional Judgnent of the sur¬ 
prised oowmander, ax well a# upon hi* ooomand, in which case confusion, 
temporary Ire* cf initiative, and even relaxation of effort may obtain. 

Cn th® other hand, the corse am der who achieves surprise stay tlier®by en¬ 
gender such confidence within his command as to contribute heavily to- 
mrda victory. 

Surprise must not be counted on too strongly in planning, although 
it should b« ^otii I durrtd ctfl th* nf n*?rly *vapi/ Thsr*?! 

nuflt b* »uffioi#ct man* available to insure nuoctoo oven though eur- 
pris® b# not obtained. In considering surprise, the enemy's intelligence 
potentialities should not bo overlooked. 

There are, of course, occasions when surprise may not be desired 
as for asasipl# in deception operations where it ia hoped to entice enemy 
force* into a definite area and away from another area. 

«■* » 

5* CTP dl» th® commander of the Expeditionary Force, was stationed in 

a carrier, with the carrier force, TF 53.1. He also was in command of 
one of the carrier task group® within that force. He vat so stationed 
and assigned because he was the only combat trained carrier tank force 
commander la the area. It was felt An view of the Importance of carrier 
operations, that the most trained carrier comnandor chouiu be with the 
carriers at all timeo. This was shown to be specious reasoning, for 
CTF 81 was never fully cognisant of the progrosti of th® 1 voting and un¬ 
loading operation* at Tulagi or at Guadalcanal, and hi® carrier force 
was rarely ever nearer than eighty miles to these places. The result 
of this-was that CTF 61, to nil Intents and purpo««» # attached more 
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importunes to the carrier operations than he did to the amphibious 
operations at Tulagi—Guadalcanal and finally retired, to the serious 
detriment of the landing operations. 

LES 3QN 3 

"he comevander of an expeditionary force should have freedom of 
action ao that he may be present at the point of paramount interorb 
should he so desire. In otoar words he should be free to be at the 
scene of the landing operations during a landing and freu to join th® 
surface forces should naval, and air setion he imminent,. Tills enables 
him to Keep himself continuously informed of the constantly changing 
situation end permits him to ciraploy his communications fully once con- 
tact with the snemy hac bear* made. For this reason, ho should normally 
he stationed in a cruiser or a battleship which can be spared from its 
projected aasig.-anenta rather than *n a carrier which can only operate 
within limited areas,* 

He should have no responsibilities except the operation of the 
force as a whole. He should therefor* uot become involved directly in 
the operation* of smaller groups or units lest in so doing he overlook 
his more important responsibilities.** 

• * * 


4 . The Japanese Commander Cruiser Force designated an objective to 

his force vis., the destruction of the Allied transports and cargo 
•hips at lulag*-Guadalcanal. H* wade no effort thereafter to accomp¬ 
lish this objective but instead engaged the Allied screening forces In 
heavy combat after which he retired from the area. 


The Japanese commander also appear* to have designated as a bat¬ 
tle obleotlve "the destruction of the Allied screening forcee.* He did 


. - J _J At, . 


not rie*xroy trios© so reonxng ioroei xnawav rovuvu 

their destruction. 


4 M .,..4 « ■* 

AUOU-* 


Ihe Allied conamnder likewise designated an ■‘bjeotive to his 
screening force vis., the defense of the transports and cargo ship* 
against Japanese air, surface and fubcs&rine attack. The Allied group 
cocsianders and the commanding officers, despite this objective, made 
little effort to interpose their eoisaands between the Japanese cruisers 
and the Allied shipping at either Tulagi or Guadalcanal. The fact that 


T^Gi^JSiaf June let, 194§ by Acha ir*l'"~8jiywoa <1 SLt Spruence, ( feet) 
Cowaodora Richard Sates, ^(Ret), Head of Department of Analysis, 
Sava! War College. 

a* Statement April. 8th, 1950 by Admiral Henry X, Htwi11, USNiRet) to Com— 
mo dor* Richard W. Sates, USS(Eot), Head of Department of Analysis, H&ra.l 
War College. 





this shipping was not attacked was a Japanese command failure rather 
than an Allied command success. 

LESSO R 

A military ohjeotive is the end towards which aotlon is being or 
is to be directed. As si oh it is an objective in Bind. Therefore, an 
objective, being a mental concept, is a situation to be created or 
maintained. It is generally assigned to a subordinate by his oonmnder, 
but under some conditions it way be adopted by the commander concerned 
on his own initiative in order to meet the demands of a situation whioh 
ha* suddenly arisen and on whioh his immediate superior has not had time 
or opportunity to aot. It will be noted that the Allied commander 
assigned the objective to his defending forties above, whereas the Japan¬ 
ese oossaander adopted his objective on his own initiative to meet a new 
but anticipated situation. 

It is essential that a ccmsoander make every effort, consistent 
with proper "costs" to acooiqilith his objective, sir.ce his failure to 
do re may have a seriously adverse effect ora his superior’s general 
plan. 


In the examples shown, the Japanese commander, after disrupting 
the Allied screening foroe, failed to complete his mission by the an¬ 
nihilation of the transports and cargo ships. This was an objeotive 
entirely within his capabilities. This failure permitted the Allies 
to seise a foothold from which they were never dislodged. Furthermore 
the Japanese commander only partially carried out his self a* igned 
objective as regard* the Allied screening foroe. 

In the cases of the Allied cotmufinders, they appeared to forget 
almost oomnieteiY that their objective wns tne profenatioe of the gage 
transports and cargo ships ; Had the Japanese oocaaander been of sterner 
fiber, it is quite possible that CTF 62 might have beau compelled to 
abandon his attaok on the Tulagi-Guadalosnal area, 

see 

5. ftiere was a marked tendency on the part of the Japanese commanders 

to claim that own foroe* had inflicted much more extensive damage and 
many more sinkings than had in f*ct occurred. This was especially no¬ 
ticeable (a) when the Commander t h Air Attaok Force claimed sinking 
by air attack on August 8th, two heavy cruisers, one large cruiser, two 
destroyers and nine transports and damaging and setting fire to on* 
large cruiser and two transports, whan in fact all he had accomplished 
was to damage the JARVIS and the GEORGS F. ELLIOTTj (b) when the Ctas- 
wander Cruiser Foroe claimed sinking during the night action early 
morning August 9th, two British heavy cruiser*, five American heavy 
cruisers, one American light oruiser and six destroyers and to h*v# 
damaged one British light cruiser and one destroyer. Ehat he had ao- 
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conpllehed in .'act was to sink one Australian hoary cruiser, the CaN- 
ESERRA, thro® American heavy cruiaerg, th® VINCENNES, QUINCY, ASTORIA, 
and to djusAge one American heavy cruiser, the CHICAGO,, and two destroy¬ 
ers, the PATTERSON and RALPH TALBOT. The Allies on the other hand 
realised that they had don® some damage but node no claims as to enemy 
surface ships sunk* 

LESSON: 

Accurate knowledge of the enemy's losses has ail importance con¬ 
siderably beyond that of refloating credit on own force® and own com¬ 
manders, for no commander can make correct decisions in battle nor yet 
learn and apply its lessons to future tactics without knowing how suc¬ 
cessful )o has been in damaging the eneay. It is important to realise 
that over-estimation of on any losses may work definite ham in the 
following ways: 

(a) It may warp the imodiate judgment of ooamandf re In battle. 

It should be apparent tluat should a coiwander have an erroneous 
belief as to the number of enemy units destroyed and the number 
still remaining, he may fail to press hone or to repeat an at¬ 
tack, or to finish off cripples, or to pursue fugitives and 
out off their esoape. He my pemit enemy vessels left sup¬ 
posedly sinking to survive and escape; he may relax his guard 
against enemy units which are apparently disabled but which 
are actually still dangerous, or which have disappeared only 
■5,0 reform, rearm, and re-attack. 

(b) It cay hinder taotical advancement. If a oaemmdsr believes 
that he has been highly successful and has inflicted heavy 
losses on the enemy when the contrary is actually thi case, 

»« way fail to fwmc y weaknesses and to make improvements in 
material, training, and tactics* 

(c) It may affect own long range strategy, which of necessity if* 
based largely on an analysis of the enemy's strength with 
relation to orn strength. This, in turn, is affected by the 
accuracy of own estimate of previous enemy losses, 

• * * 

Goosander Cruiser Force authorised his division oossaanders to 
operate independently. As a consequence, CCMCRUDIV EIGHTEEN and the 
YUMAGI both separated front his command immediately prior to opening 
fire on th* CHICAGO Group. However, despite this. Commander Cruiser 
Foroo, who appears to have been constantly advised as to the Allied 
cruiser formations by his planes, was always s’oie to obtain an ap¬ 
propriate degree of combat superiority over the Alllot screening groups 
at each point 0 " contact. Therefore, his division of forces did not 
work a hardship on His cocmaand. 




CT(r 62.6, on the other hand and as a corollary of the above,, not 
only ao divided his forces as to risk combat inferiority at the point 
ol contact but ho failed to make adequate provisions for the coordina¬ 
tion oi his foroee. H->- division of forces therefore placed hie ocamiand 
at an initial diendvonta./*, 

LESSON: 

While a flat statement that it is unwise to divide a force may 
contain a sound element of caution, it is not necessarily unwise to do 
so for r division of forces may be necessary or desirable. Such axiom-t¬ 
ic advice to be adequate should indicate */hen end in what measure such 
division nay or may not bo necessary or desirable. 

°n the other hand, however true as a generality, the statement 
what the requirements of warfare ere met by bringing superiority to 
bear at the decisive time and place ia also inadequate* What ia nocea- 
sary here ia to determine the appropriate degree of superiority and 
the proper time and place. 


The Allied High 'Joanand, on occasions, estimated the course of 
action that the enemy intended to follow and then based their plans on 
this estimate of the enemy's intention. They did not give adequate 
consideration to other enemy capabilities which might adversely affect 
their p^ans. As an example, they estimated that the Japanese forces 
noted off 3ougai.nvi.i o wore heading for Renata Say and therefore over¬ 
looked the enemy eapauility of attacking the Save Island Area that 
n^ght. Also two of the Allied cruiser conaaandere (the 'JUINCY and 
ASTORIA) overlooked the enemy capability of being present in the area 
and aahirsstsd that r - 


illuwinatin^ them were rriandlv. 


A parties result of this overs - $»t wan that they were caught by sur¬ 
prise and their ships were so criously dormged* that thfly° B *mk within 
a *nert time* 


LESSOR: 


A coesaandej in making his plane, should follow the method of 
enemy capability n rather than the method of enemy intentions. The 
method of enemy intentions, which nan been discarded by the United State* 
Araed forces, aa the enemy's inceptions are subject tc change, but which 
la still used by certain important navies, consisted of an estimate by 
the commander, baaed on that course of action which he thought, or even 
knew, the emnay intended to follow. The method of capabilities consist# 
of «n estimate oy the commander based on those course j or acticn whirl, 
the eneaqr in capable of doing and which if adapted will materially »f- 
leot tne accomplishment of the conmander’a objectives. should, whar* 

possible, list the onomy counas of action in order of priority-- that 
io, he should list the more likely before the less likely. In case of 
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doubt, he should give the higher priority to tho?e eD~my courses which 
he consider* nora dangerous to himself. 

* * * 

Ail of the Allied ships with the exception of the CANBERRA, which 
wav in B-icish Condition of Readiness TWO, were in American Condition 
of Readings* TWC. Moat of the Allied ships rpprared to iiave «o organ¬ 
ised their omaaends as to make it possible to sot Condition of Readi¬ 
ness 0*»"3 from Condition of Readiness TSTO in about five minutes whioh 
was normal practice at the t '-aae. However, the QUIKCY required much 
longer to accomplish this - possibly ten minutes. This appears to 
have been (s) because she had so organised her Condition of Readiness 
TWO that mny of her personnel who should have been on watch in their 
regular battle stations** instead were on watoh at other stations - 
for example, at the anti-aircraft directors - and therefor® took much 
longer to reach their general quarters station*), and (b) because she 
was closed up in Material Readiness Condition ZED so rapidly that many 
of the personae! were unable to^reach their battle stations. The net 
result of this* plu* a reduoed radius of visibility owing to smoke and 
fire, was, that the QUIHCY was delayed in firing her first salvo for 

twelve minutes. Both the QUIHGY and the VINCKNVES appeared un¬ 
able to open fire with the Condition of Readies* Tm> orgenieation 
while setting Condition of Readiness (tie. 

LhSSOHi 

A commanding officer should make every effort to insure- 1 that his 
ship is so organised and trained that only the minimum time is neces¬ 
sary to open fire or t© set any higher condition of readiness. In 
addition he should insvro that his organisation not only permits fire 
to bs opened Immediately with that portion of the battery which !■ 
manned under the existing condition of reediness, but also permits the 
jaaiatenanoe of an effective fire during the period when a higher oondi¬ 
tion of readiness is being set. 

It is, of course, realised that in certain sea areas one portion 
of the armament msy be considered more important to the requirsrse/its 
of the situation than is another portion and may be given more con¬ 
sideration as regards reliefs for the personnel. Therefore, certain 
relief personnel from other battle stations may be assigned to assist 
in maintaining a higjbet degree of readiness in that sore important 
portion of the anesment. These relief personnel should, whenever prac¬ 
ticable, ova* from battle stations nearby. 


TeneEer ge r, 

USW, to Admiral Arthur J, Hepburn, Uf.S(Ret) concerning Additional In¬ 
formation in Regard to the KX-US3 QU1HCY, paragraph 12. 
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Each commanding officer with the above idee in mind should study 
the fundamental requirements of the s«a area in which be ia operating 
an i should insure that his conditions of readiness are synchronized 
with the demands of the situation. It nust be emphasized that he alone 
if responsible for that state of readiness which will best meet the 
situation at the time. 


4 * * 


9. During this action the Allied 3hips nere equipped with radar; the 

Japanese ships were not so equipped, The Japanese therefore were forced 
to rely on their visual means cf detection to insure their discovering 
the Allied ships., The Allies, on tho ether hand, relied on their radars 
and appear to have attached little importance to their visual means of 
detection. So confident was CTG 62,6 as to the capabilities of his 
radars that he stated later that it should not h/'ve been possible for cn 
enemy foroe to get inside Savo Island without being detected either 
visually or with radar .by the screening destroyors RLUK and RALPH TALBOT. 
He particularly stressed radar. He stated that these screening destroy" 
ers were so stationed that radar with a surface range of but six miles 
would insure that nothing got by. He did net realize that the GLUE and 
RALPH TALBOT oould be as much apart as twenty miles. Neither he nor 
his Roomemling officers appear to have been familiar with tho limita¬ 
tions of the radar of tv jae days or with its failure in the presence of 
land masses. 


1* a consequence, the Japanese alums - *' ..variably made visual con¬ 
tact on tho Allied ships long before the A- ed 3hips made radar or 
visual contact on the Japanese ships. 


LE-JSOMi 


re__1 J_ _1J! ._A. i__ 1 _ ^ A .-v~» A- _ ^1 a 1 A • 

DUiapiv to 1 OAArUKJO ouuuau uw u uo ui« kcvimiuj u^avu,. 

This is especially important when such devices have not been fulLy 
proven, TJhile suoh devices when operating correctly can give unusual 
and, in ooae cases, almost insurmountable advantages to those who have 
them, they can also, when operating inoorrectly, be seriously disad¬ 
vantageous as thoy may oontribute false impressions as to the accuracy 
of their psrfomanoe. It is of great importance, therefore,, that com¬ 
manders understand the utility of and know something of the capabilities 
and limitations of their technological devices, and tliat thoy make pro¬ 
vision, when practicable, for paralleling the more vital tecnnclogical 
devices by other means c 


« a ♦ 

10* Tha Joint Chiefs-of-ctaff desired that COWSOPAC should be in 

supreme oonmand of all of the operations for the seizure of TuBagi- 
Guadaloanal, In order to effect thia they moved the boundary between 
the SOWESPAC Area and the 30PAC Ar<sa to the westward from Longitude 



11 . 


■i dMwaniTW g w r *” 

1S6°(E) to Longitude 159 °(e). Thi placed the objective am of 
Tulagt-Guadalorana within tha SOPA(; Area. However, in doing this, 
they permitted a division o.f command over f I>- shoro-bnsed aiiornft 
required for the operation. As a result the shore-based aircraft in 
SCWKSFAC remained under the command of CC'-lSvAIESPAC and that in SCPAC 
under COtASOPAC. This seriously interfered with the prompt reporting 
to the Allied conaanders in SOPAC of contacts made by SCWESPAC pJ*nes 
and wag one of the contributory reasons for the Allied failure in the 
tactical phases of the Night Battle of Savo Inland, 


LESaOH t 

A coraitandor charged with the conduct of an operation should be 
given operational control over all shore-based aircraft required for 
that operation. If such operational control cannot be obtained then 
he should be able to corowunicate directly with all pertinent bases, 
and with aircraft on scorch or combat missions, in order to insure 
immediate reoeipt of ell contact reports and other information vital 
to the successful conduct of operations. 


« * * 


The Japanese plan for the employment of Land and tender-based 
aircraft in the defense of the Southwest Area oalied for covering the 
area with search aircraft primarily for intelligence purposae, and 
for simplementing the search aircraft with uttack aircraf t. Al 1 air¬ 
craft were to be based on selected fields end &t selected basee through 
out the area, and all were under * single com-sand. 


The Allied pin. for the employment of lend and tender-based air¬ 
craft in the assaul on Tulagi-Quadalcanal oallod i.>r covering the 
approaches to and ie operations within the objective area by search 
.. n.4.»-nv fnr (ntalHrmn* ourooisi. It also called for sup¬ 


plementing the search airoral't with attack airoruifc. Ax* 
to be operated from selected fields or selected anchorages in H'-sw 
Caledonia, Hew Guinea, the Fiji, Hew Hebrides and 3anta Crux Islands 
and were to extend their searches as far uorth as the range of aircraft 
would p im.t. These aircraft, unfortunately, were operated under a 
divided oonnand. 


Xu both oases the air cover was far from adequate because of the 
limited number of search planes, the limited range of search aircraft, 
the shortage of suitably located air fields, and finally because of 
bad flying weather in certain areas. 


LB3S0B » 

The employment of land and tender-based aircraft for the defense 
of a sea area when no carriar-based aircraft are available and when 
weather conditions are fevorable oah only he effective when said 
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aircraft are adequate in number and training and suitably disposed 
to furnish the intelligence required for tho security the area; 
whet* the airfield® are suitably located to provide mutual support 
and concentration not only for themselves but for any surface forces 
in the area; when the attack aircraft are sufficient in numbers and 
quality and *he pilots are adequately trained, and when all aircraft 
nr© op©rnt©d under © single oorareand# 

& * * 


12, COMSOPAC directed CTF 63 to conduct patrol plane searches for the 

protection of the surface ships of TF 62 against land baaed aircraft 
during the approach, tho landing attack and tho unloading. He did this 
not only because he believed that this was the baaic problem but «.io 
because CTF 61 ciisired searches which would prevent sn enemy oir a trik¬ 
in* croup from approaching undetected. CTF 63 does not appear to have 
revived any specific rsqur its either from CTF 61 or CTF 52 for pro¬ 
tection againnt attacks by enemy surface cruft prior to 2-42, August 
7th. The results of the action showed that it was in surface craft 
that the principal threat lay. 


LESSON: 


In planning an operation, tho Commander should -onsider fully 
every element of weakness and strength and every element of advan¬ 
tage and disadvantage. Such a study should disclose to him every 
possibility which the enemy might exploit and should enable Him to 
envisage these enemy operations which presumably could materially af¬ 
fect his own plans. For example, he might by such a sv dy be able to 
determine the onmsy strength which could be moved into position witnin 
time limits which could affect his own courses of action. He should 
then be able to determine what action he should take to insure the 

JL #4 *a4'4 m Kir — 
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should'be nade^in the light of this knowledge of enemy capabilities. 
CTF 62 at 2242 August 7th determined by such a study the need for ad¬ 
ditional a'*- searches in the unsearched area north of Choisoul Island 
and in the direction of Rabaul a* a protection against the approach or 
•neogy surface forces from the westward. This was an excellent example 
cf the above reasoning process. 


* + * 


15. Of the two cruisers and two destroyers which comprised thk CHICAGO 

Group, and the three cruisers and two destroyers wnioh comprised the 
VINCENNES Group, but one ship, the destroyer PAT7SRS0M, uade ar^r attoap 
to broadcast a contact report to the Offlcer-in-Taotioel-Co«*and o*V 
failing that, to CTF 61. 62, 63 or COUilQPAC. She attempted to make this 
contact report by TBS voice radio, and did not parallel it by radio but 
endeavored to do so by visual means. The result of this was 
report waa received by but three ships of the above groups, the VINuBsaw 
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QUINCY and WILSON, and by the RALPH TALBOT on s'Adar picket c!iity, The 
QUINCY and WILSON appear to have * >ted on it immediately but tha '-'Pi- 
CBNNKS operator failed to deliver it to tha bridge »o that it became 
ineffse viva. 


LESSON t 

It is particularly important that contact report* of enemy ships 
aa well as of enemy aircraft in position to threaten the principal 
forces ba made as soon as possible. Detailed accurate information of 
the aneny should ba provided and this should include the enemy'* bear¬ 
ing, and distance from a geographical point o~ hi* latitude and longi¬ 
tude; his disposition or fomation; tha number of his units and their 
-curse and s^eed. The senior officer of chips within visual touch of 
each other * , the point of contact is not only responsible that- the 
information is transmitted to the proper officer but ha is also 
responsible for preventing unnecessary duplication of report* by the 
ships in visual contact with hi*. However, when a junior observe* that 
hi* senior appear* unable to transmit information because of damafc® 
or other reasons„ he, the junior, should assume that duty. 


The employment of plain language by the PATTERSON was correct a* 
own force* were in immediate danger, Ccmsnuniefttion Instructions^tate 
that "enemy report* should normally be encrypted Plain 

language should not be used except when own force* ere in immediate 
danger, or under other circumstances which make it apparent that the 
normal delay incident to encryption is not warranted/* 


It is often wise to parallel a voice transmission th a radio 
transmission or even in some oases by visual means. Whether or not 

-n . • a -at - „ o.a-nr. +■ WM« WWI ^ 4* "4" 4 V* 5»* ft /Tf'.nt;* n't 

to raapxoy rau.^o wnou vwm ****.».**» ~ 0 - — 

report are available is a command decision baeed on the need ior radio 

security against the poeaibility of * failure in the communication 

system. 


♦ # • 

14. Both Commander CHICAGO Group and Commander VINCENNES Group failed 

to Inform their immediate superior-in-comnand, CTG 62,6, and the other 
commanders who should know, of the fact that the western screening^ 
group was in a fierce night engagement with strong enemy forces. These 
commanders also failed to inform CTG 62.6 and the other commanders who 
should know, of the number and nature of the enemy forces Involved, 
of .die progress of the action being fought, and of the termination of 

the action* 


^Basio 'Rapid "Condomioation Pl*m TJSF (37, pare. TTT5T 
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LE SSOR . 

It la of vital importance for the proper functioning of command 
during uv.btl# Tibet the Offioor-in^Thotical Command ia kept informed 
of the various changes in the situation which s*uy affect hla battle 
plr.n, Partial information promptly received ia of vastly greater 
iHpc.rteno, than complete information received too late. Negative 
icforxation my be aa importnnt aa positive information. 4 Tharefoi a, 
new factor* which nay change the situation should be reported to hist 
immediately . He. in torn,, ahould keep h'.a subordinate oofonenders ao 
informed. For the same reason, it i» important th»t coordinate com- 
■andere who era invoiv*a in the same operation but with Independent 
tasks, ahouid keep one another informed of any new factor* which vtiay 
change the situation. 

Very often a ooomander incorrectly as mes that hia immediate 
lupvrior, as well aa the oth®r ^coib/jdara who ahould enow, has in * 
formation which he does net In ^act have., ,- ta other occasions he a>j 
assume that information is inconsequential when aa a matter of fact 
it may be vitally important to another comtander.^ In view of this 
fact it ia w ise, in case ?f doubt, to provide more, rather than less 
-*«*w»wtre!oa t j such c omm a n der a «id with miniver- possible delay, e in 
order to accomplish this, experience has shown that each ship and each 
staff should hare available an intelligence unit, man if it oonaiatj 
of but one content mar, tc keep infc -maticn masters in mind and *o 
prepare information reports for release by hie c.jmander. * * 

* ■* * 


16. 


*o night battle plan was j vase tbed for the Allied screening 
.ores. TRiile it i* «*uu*aliitu Uirt it «•( next to impossible to ‘re— 
di^ t the exact contact conditions governing any expected gutr and 
torpedo action, nevertheless, *+; doe* ._po***r that a n.^hw battle plan 
in general terms indicating the KViica V ooord_ the various 

unite and groups * a signed to C TG thoou,. haw been provided. 


LB&tMi 


A battle plan seta forth methods or orlnclplss for the co¬ 
ordinated empUymmat of forces during bmttle.' The chances of success 
in battle,, and, especially in night battle, sura greatly improved if euoh 
a plan is employed. Without some such plan, oi earns doctrine for 


k«^T^pX<rScsL»ia ioatiou TW en p t&P J^araTT^ 

** Statement of £ feiirnl Henry K. K<writt, WSE{r«*) to Gca*odore Richard W, 
Rate*, Bead of Department of Analyais, WaNtal War College, April 81th, 1950. 
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guiding th* r.onmandin* ottUm in their i Hvidual motion*, it may 
be Impossible to obtain coordinated action. 

Thi» plan should be brief, clear *a to the tactic# to be ployed 
and, eapooitl.ly »o, if new or non-standard p-ooedurss *re prescribed. 

It Bhcu d, whenever piaotioabxe, be issued in advance end discussed 
with the principal ooa*ander* concerned. T!‘ it is well considered an 
correctly executed, it will promote initiative and will enaure the »o*t 
effective employment of the force* available. 


16, CTG 62.6 left the AUSTRALIA G’-oup at about 2C66 August 6th. and 

he«d®<i into the at* borage at Guadalcanal, He informed th® Cooaanding 
pricer, CHICAGO, who thereby temporarily auooeeded to th * 

AUSTRALIA Group, but fa .led to votify either Commander VrHtfflWES Group 
who tvi»>orarily succeeded to comeand of the entire western ftoroening 
grovip, or hi a other a- j-group commanders, of hi* departure. therefore, 
neither Cowoandar 7,HCKJfflhS Group nor vh# other non-informed eub-group 
oowBMder* knew that Ccmnander YIMCBNNRS Group in the VIWCEHNES waa 
taaworarily Offleer-in Tactic*1 Coamand. Aa a direct consequence, 
Conaande YIMCESNES Group first obearved the airplane flares and reali^-* 
tha t the Japanese were probably attempting a night suriaoe ahip opera¬ 
tion, he appears to have awaited instructions froai CTG 62.6 rather 
tc have initiated himself vhe action necessary for the coordination of 
the various rub-groups. 

LISSOM » 

All chan wee in taoticul oosmsand should be promulgated to the com- 

r ^ , *v - __ -i ,v, n ,.i u k. (nrrrMd in tne 

nand by signal or a rape von* mu w*« .. 0 =™-V* , „__ 

same oomaunioatioa as to t’ue location of the Off leer-in-Taotioal Coswmxd 
- i.e. # the ship in which Iva is embarked.* In this oonnectlon, it is 
i*>ortant to not* that a change c tiie senior officer present during * 
taotioal situation should not normally Involve a change in the Officer- 
In-ThotXv al Coessmad unless such change is advisable > additional 
reason®. However, no delegation of authority can raiieve tha aanior 
of his inherent responsibility. 


y, th* Coswmndlng Officer, CHICAGO, performed additional duty a* 

Ccawandar CHICAGO Group and the Commanding officer, VIMCSMKES, performed 
addition'll duty an CoraMitor VXMCmttB Group* Me her of these offi¬ 
cers had ti«o nor rfcaff personnel adequate for idling the a a dual 
reepourLMUtie*. The result waa that both of thm* overlookad almost 
antirwly their dr,ties ti group oemuandere and devoted their interests 
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to their basic function of commanding officers, This forced the com¬ 
manding officer* of el). ships to act Independently being guided some¬ 
what by doctrine. 

lE SSON t 

There are many occasions when the commanding officet of n ship 
can also ooanand a small task group in an effaotive manner, Thia la 
particularly true in peacetime operationa, However, it is not recom¬ 
mended fur war time operations and especially in combatant tark groups 
which may engaga the enemy. Thia ia bo beoauae (a) in the oaae of the 
commanding officer of a ahip in battle, hi* responsibilities are ao 
preaalng and the demanda of the situation both internal and external, 
are so great aa to generally require all of hia time to faction ade¬ 
quately and (b) in the caae of a combatant taak group coriander, hia 
responsibilities are alao ao vital to the auooeaa of the action that 
ha mi at devote hia mind and time excluaively to them arc' cannt t be 
expeoted to devote hi* attention to other mattera. In general, the 
commanding officer of a ahip haa inadequate personnel to handle both 
asRignaimtc. 

It might be well, hereforo, on such occaoiona for the cauBianding 
offioar to delegate the _:hip reaponaibilitiea to tha executive officer* 
Undar cuoh circumstances it should b« tha accepted naval practice that 
the ocomtanding officer thereby diveata himself of the reaponailility 
for the handling of the ahip, and in effect, the erstwhile axe ativa 
officer assumes full reaponaibility aa commending officer of a flagship. 
Such a delegation of authority would give the commanding officer the 
freedoai of action aaaential to tha adequate diacharge of hia highar 
reaponaibilitiea. 


16. The difference in night gunnery performance between the Japan®** 

oruiears and the Allied cruiserc waa ao marked aa to shear plainly what 
success can be aohiaved by correct training in night firing, and what 
disastar can result from a lack of such training, particularly when 
complicated by the effect of surprise. 

(a) The Japanese crulsna fired rounds of ammunition aa follows«* 


(l) 8-inchs 

CHOKAI 302, AOBA 183, KAKO 192 
KIHDGA.SA 85, FURUTAKA 152 

Total 

10U 

(2> 5.i -inchi 

TKNBTU 80, YUMKI 98 

Total 

176 

(3) 6,0-inohj 

CHOKAI 120 

Total 

120 


V^oltTon Bapor^iiT'from ^*aSuYar ^eoorcTiT ~oF Japan* sa TfnTseTsT WhJ Efcouments 
160623 and 16140?. 

ms m 
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(4) 4.7-in*'Hi 


(5) 3.0-ineht 


AOBA Bo, KARO 130, 
PURUTAAA 94 

KINUGA'i 224, 

Total 

534 

TENRYU 23 

Total 

23 


Thus the Japanese on. irers fired at the Allied urui w* and 
destroyers a total of 1067 shall*, and made, according to Allied beat 
estimates, a ainimuu of not less than 159 actual hits (ASTORIA thirty- 
four, QUINCY thirty-six, VINCENNES f ifty-sevei , CANBERRA twenty-four, 
CHICAGO one, PATTERSON one, and RALPH TAL30T zir) with a probability 
of not less than sixty-four additional hit*, waking a total of about 
223 hits,* If this la a correct accounting, then th* Japanese at¬ 
tained approximately twelve per cent of hits. 

(b) The Allied cruisers and destroyers fired rounds of ammunition. 
a« followsi 


(1) 8-inch« CANBERRA 0, CHICAGO 0, VINCENNES 33(7), 

QUINCY 21, A3T0HIA 53, 

(2) 5-inchf CHICAGO 25, VINCENNES 20(t), QUINCY 0, 

ASTORIA 69, PATTERSON 33(t), RALPH 
TALBOT 12(7), NILS ON 212„** 


(3) 4-inch: CANBERRA 5(T). 


Thus the Allied cruisers and destroyers fired at tho Japanese 
cruisers a total of 471 sheila, and isade, according to Japanese reports, 
a total of about ten hits,,*** (CHOKAI four, KINUGA&A two, YUBARI three, 
TBNETU one). This gave a percentage of hits of approximately two and 
onvivuua p«r u*ut« 

(c) While there ia no direct evidence that, the Japanese cruisers 
in this action had done any recant night firing, it ia assumed that 
they had. The Japanese prided themselves in their night fighting 
ability *nd they were continuously training to inprore their proficiency. 


~*~T oaa In Action \vo Talanil, August 

9tb, 1942, Bureau of Ships, levy Department, War Damage Report #29, 
HavShips 29(374), June 12th, 1943, Plates II, IV, and V, alec Report of 
Executive Officer, CANBERRA August 12th, 1942 to CTF 44 (CTG 62.6) con¬ 
cerning Loss of CANBERRA alao Action Report CHICAGO concerning Action 
Against Enemy Poroes August 9th„ 1942, Quadale„na 1-Tu1a g i Area, Sarial 
099, August 13th, 1942, 

** This study of “The Battle of Save Island". 

•** CRUDIV 6 Detailed Battle Report #6, Solomon* Naval Action, August 7 th- 
10th, 1942, CJG Document 86927, page 70, alao Action Reports from 
Tabular Record* of Japanese Cruisers, WDC Docusaents 160623 and 161407. 


l'xi addition, io«w of th«*» cruisera w#r* pr«* jont at the >.m ( t\r «» of 
both Cuam end Waite *1 though they did little surface firing i.n either 
operation. The YTJBARI, hcwevor, wng badly damaged by the Marine shore 
better!** during the first Wales operation, December 11th, 1941, 

The Allied cruisers, on t.h« other hand, ware not r.drquetely 
trained in night l ighting. The V liiCENlilSS and QUINCY had out veiy re- 
own; rly arrived in the Pacific from the Atlantic Fleet and had •'e.k»*. 
no part. In *ny Peoif.lo operation. While in the Atlantic Flert i‘./r at 
least fifteen months, neither ship had hold any night target. ■ ractire 
nor any night battle axeroS.se*. T"hv ASTORIA w«s in the Fee .if So Fleet 
and h*d recently held acme night target, practices. it i* understood 
that practically none of the ships assigned to fF had engage.! in any 
night battle exercise since the beginning of the nmr, aiad that, few had 
fired target exerniaes.* lone of the British ships except the AUSTRALIA 
had done target firing wore recently than Way and no snip had done a 
night target firing within eight ncinths,** 

LBSSOB t 

lAmnery effectiveness in war stares not only from frequent battle 
experience with lt« resulting improved fire discipline but also from 
intensive training in day and night gunnery exercises in the combat 
areas ae well as in thsi rear areas. It is only by such continuous 
training that unit* can be 3e»pt ready for battle. Type commanders, 
task force and c^oup commanders, and coasnanding officers are responsible 
for insuring that their ocamexnds are trained as necessary to maintain 
this combat efficiency. 

IXxrlng peacetime, gunnery training is aooompliehed by rigid 
scheiulenu During the early i&onth* of war, the initial tendency of all 

4 m trt dr aw rare 4 wbis t 4 »«4 ««• as arwa .. *1 4 

that fitting the enemy will keep training standards up to requires 
level*; thereafter. This is a faulty concept, since wen and material 
will be different, and since the proportion of time in actual oombat 
with the enemy will probably be extremely small. Consequently, pun- 
aery training as wall as all training, must be intensified in wartime. 
This intensification can be most effectively implemented by moving 
training ar*as end services as close to the combat area as posoiblo, 
and by utilising all co-tie, entry and cruising occasion* for training 
purposes. 


a * a 


* Report oF Admiral Arthur J. Hep bum, USK (RetJ to C owwa n de r -in - CK i e f (J.S. 
Pacific Fleet, lfa,y 13th, 1843 on Informal Inquiry into Circumstances At¬ 
tending tho Loss of YISQQiNlLS, etc,, on August 9th, 1942, para, 102. 

** ife-itieh Battle Surmry #21, 1944, liaval Operations at the Landings in the 
Southern Solomon*, August ?th-10th, 1542, pega 27, note 5. 
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19. 


The failure of Allied oorauand at the Buttle of Savo Island urns 
most mrked. It way seen astonishing, but it is nevertheless a fact 
that the group oommders end the ooaMandJjug offloers of the Allied 
ships who were probably as proficient as most c.f their contemporaries 
in the D,S. level serrioe et the time, who > <d ?*et all of the es¬ 
sential peacetime tests, onoe they hed been oaug'it. by surprise, aleost 
entirely thereafter made incorrect decisions. Except for the Coo- 
Manding Officer, PATTERSON’s initial attewpt* by TBS voice radio at 
0146 end 0147J- to report the eoaay oeming into the harbor, and the 
CosamndLig Officer, RAUPH TALBOT'S report at about 0216, also by TBS 
voice radio, that she was being fired on by friendly ships, no group 
CTW&nder or ooanmnding offioer during the battle, asde any rsports 
concerning the snscy to the Offioer-ia-Tactical Cdemand or to anyone 
pise in authority. Kxoept for the Coananding Offioere, QUINCY and 
ASTORIA and for the "nitial actions of the Cowsumding Offioer, VIN- 
CEMSB, aeoh ocsaaimc ; offioer acted independently. The group oo»- 
sanders, imo ware els ocmia&rding offloers, generally operated only 
es i innsii 11 it officers. The destroyer oemnanding officers, generally 
operated individually end without reference to one another or to the 
cruiser groups to which they were attached. Both group ocam&nders as 
es ell ocawanding officers .appeared to forget their objective - 
the defense of the transports and oergo ships et Tuiagi-OuadaJcanal. 
»o attempt, with the possssible exception of the F1TTKRS0N, was Made to 
trail the Japanese ovuioers during the action, and few reports appear 
to have boon wads to the high ouawand onoe the action was over. In¬ 
stead, CTF 62 end CK 62.6 had to reque. information which, when it 
oaaa, was usually very inoooplete indeed. 

LH280XJ 
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II, there arose within the Navy a growing appreciation of the need for 
a considerable improvement in professional judgment in oonaand. It 
became More and More understood that nor* attention should be given to 
the enpTnyMsnt of the brain in war) that too wuoh attention had been 
given in peaoetine to purely techaioal and administrative natters end 
too little to the broad study of owns and. It was realised «cro ar.d More 
that naval officers should be trained to think clearly and sorroctly, 
and to aot ooollyj that the finest wsapons and Most able peraonrel 
war* valueless if they were not properly employed. 


The Battle of Savo Island, as well as the battles of the Coral Sk*a 
and Jiidwsy '^hioh preceded it, plainly shewed, particularly to those 
who had th sake decisions in the face of a fiero* and resolute en<wy, 
that a oopwsader * is Moral oapaolty to ocaetand and his mental ability to 
solve Military problems receive thair MaxiaasR tests during the rwift 
Moving motion of a taotioal engagement, «fe®thwr in th* sir or on the 
sea. It also shewed that during this titaMMe** of the vital issues 
whioli hang his decisions, the oonao&dksr S* view of his perscn&x 
responsibility, must employ his utaost mbbiimoths- of neutal power. 

WBms&mmr 
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How can the Navy best prepare her prospective commanders for 
command? The answer presents itself (a) by instilling in them as 
o±rly as p asible the fundementals of warfare which in turn require, 
a toowledge of history by land, sea and air; (b) by providing them 
with tha maximum mental training in the art and acience of wnr^ (c) 
by giving them the opportunity for study and reflection, and for the 
exchange of views within and among the several echelons of oemnands 
; ; end finally by providing them with the maximum practical training 
*n fleet and task group maneuvers rs well as in maneuver* of leaser 
scope. 


There should be, in addition to the above training, a ruthless 
and impartial elimination of those whom such maneuvers and mental 
training *how to be lacking in initiative or to be lacking in the 
ability to make prompt and sound decisions under the pressure of fast 
moving events. 

How can a prospective cowander best prepare himself for command? 
Marshal Foch answers this as follows. "One . not bom with learning. 
Bveryone of u. oust make for himself Ms faith, his connections, his 
knowledge of things. Here again the result will not be produced by a 
sudden revelation of light coming in a flash or by an instantaneous 
development of our faculties. We shall only reach it by • continuous 
effort of penetration, absorption, assimilation, by a repeated and 
detailed labor,"* 

ienoe^b**** ^ ^ * ub, * titut * 4ja w * r * or the brain tempered by exper- 


20 . 


The Commander Expeditionary Foroe, CTF 61, retired from the ob¬ 
jective area with the Air Support Group, TG 61.1 before his covering 
operation had been completed. By so doing, he left the Amphibious 
Fos-ce without any sir cover. This caused the Commander Amphibious 

0I "?!!*w CTt /2 ' *° ** 62 before the transports and cargo ships 

could be more than partially unloaded. This* in turn, left the First 
Marine Division alone in the TUlagi-Guadalcanal Area exposed to Japan¬ 
ese attacks by air, sea and land without air cover or naval surface 
support. It also left this division without adequate supplies, either 
of food or ammunition, without any long range warning or fire control 
radar sets, without the motor transport repair section or its equip¬ 
ment which caused the immobilisation of certain vehicles and without 

17 5T7 c ° nstructi ™ equipment. All of this equipment re mined in 
the hold, of the transports and cargo ships. 


* ^ ^.-ok w, cH.p - g rr:' 

Publ shed by Chapman and Hall, London, 1921, V 
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LESSONi 


Th» function of a carrier cohering f^roa whioh it pro-riding olota 
air support at wall as general oovering duties during an amphibious 
operation it to gain and maintain local ootaand of tha objactira area 
ana to gira air tupport and air protection to the amphibious forces, 
both ship and shore based. Such a covering force should be of suf- 
fioiant, strength and of sufficient logistic capacity to remain in th© 
▼ioinlty of the objective area until the officer commanding the land¬ 
ing forces has atouwsd the responsibility for the defense of the ob¬ 
ject i ’a area. 


* • * 


During thia motion, tha damage control measures adopted by all 
ships were generally ineffective for immediate results. This state of 
affairs was due to numerous factors among whioh. the following appear 
the most importantt (a) combat inexperience; (b) ezoess paint on ships 
bulkheads causing fires whioh were not oontrollable under existing 
means of damage control} (o) the initial lack of certain facilities 
such as fog noszlss and othar maohanioal sidsj* (d) the destruction of 
some facilities, initially available, suoh as fire mains and fire main 
risers;* (e) the fact that certain other facilities, such as fire and 
bilge pumps, were inoperable due to a laok of power}* (f) the preeature 
abandonment of certain ahipa and of certain stations such as engine- 
rooms; (g) the failure of responsible subordinates to make preliminary 
and continued investigation#, and to make evaluated reports to the ocm- 
sundinf officer concerning th. extent of demage gained as 
concerning the progress of corrective measures taken* (h) and finally, 
the failure of oertain damage control units to continue vigorous ef¬ 
forts in their own ereas to combat adequately flooding and fire even 

+-K ~4>f.raK1r AnmmiOtt-ionS Mbd llilBU, 

usaM my * “-**“f-- 


Such failures not only assisted in preventing the adequate fight¬ 
ing of the various Allied ships but, in addition, caused ths* to be 
presented to the enemy as brilliant targets with an ever decreasing 
combat ab lity factor. 


LBSaON t 

D«mg® Control is the responsibility of all hands. Upon it* ef¬ 
fectiveness depends the ship’s ability to maintain its maximum offen¬ 
sive power against the enemy. Aithovgh ships are designed with in¬ 
herent resirtano® featuraa auoh as proper displacement proper distri 
butlcn of liquids, watertight in**g ity, and optimum operation condi¬ 
tions coupled with rigid watertight integrity discipline, it often 


or Save Isisg, “iSgSJT 

9th, 1942, Bureau of Ships, Navy Department, Nfer Damage Report #29, 
NsvShips 29(574), June 12th, 1»45« 




happens that the above inherent resiatunce foetures will be found in¬ 
adequate. Instead-the survival of the ship will depend on the applica¬ 
tion of prompt and correct control measures after damage, 

War experience hat shown that inexperienced, entrained, personnel 
are prone to attach exaggerated importance to flooding following an 
explosion and to become unduly alarmed; to give undue weight to fire* 
whioh oi:s often be quickly brought under control; to be unduly con¬ 
cerned by a heavy Hat and tc thereby become fearful of the danger of 
oapaiilng, whioh danger often does not, at the moment, exist; and to 
abandon ship before it ia necessary to do so, TTar experience has also 
shown, that in many cases ships whioh appeared to have been damaged be¬ 
yond saving were often saved because the personnel had been well trained 
and put forth the same determined efforts towards saving the damaged 
ship that they exerted in fighting her. 

Commanding Officers therefore should maintain the most effective 
damage control organisation* possible, and should so train their per¬ 
sonnel in damage oontrol principles and methods that they will auto¬ 
matically act correctly in accordance with such principle! and method#, 

* * * 

22. She cocsBunioatioas system in 30WKSJP&C Area was so operated ss to 

enable the direct flew of information from 30NBSPAC aircraft and from 
SCPAC aircraft in flight to COKSOWHPAC Are* via the Headquarters, 

Horth Eastern Area at Townsville and via tba Headquarters. Allied Air 
Forces at Brisbane. The TF 65 Common Frequency (Bet "C") was ewpjjyed 
to obtain prompt reports from SCPAC airersft in flight, but as alloyed 
in the North Eastern Area, it did not serve, in practice, to provide a 
direct flow of infoimation from S0NS3PAC airoraft to the Offioer-in- 
Tsotioal Cowiautu iii the SurAC Area. Such a oomrounioation arranaumwit 
would have been proper had the strategic responsibility tor the'opera¬ 
tions in the Solomons 1 in with Commander Southwest Pacific Area vrith 
the support and cooperation of Commander South Pacific Area. Actually, 
the responsible and supporting role* were assigned in the reverse o’-der. 
Communications from SOISSPAC airoraft readied the Officer-in-Tactial 
Comsand in SCPAC via the chain of command in the 3G8BSPAC Area rather 
than by a s iple functional organisation* designed for the operation, 
la four spo^ific instances (two on August 7th, and twa on August 8th) 
contact reports from airersft in the North Eastern Area, SOWCSPAG were 
pasted from the piano to the base; thmtwe over the R.A.A.T. oemmmioa^ 
tlcms circuit through two or three command centers to Brisbane; thence 
over the USK-RAH circuit to CAVSSHRA where they were broadcast to the 


^ Biis J £a an orgmn£saTion wherein all eoEaXone or'omniiS' am on the some 
circuit so that, for example, when a contact is made or an order given, 
all hands down to the lowest echelon hear it at the »mse time. 










25 . 


S^SffiSPAC naval forces over the ZSLhS Schedule* | thence to Poarl 
H rbor where they were re-broadcast to the ?toFl«ct naval forces on 
the HO* FGK Schedule, Thwum four lait«t«o* serve to illustrate a 
pattern. The vrerege tin* frsna contact until receipt of tha inform- 
lion in the SuPAC Aron was ten hours erd eight winuto*. 

ijggqp t 

Dm neo***ity for the Maintenance of reliable, rapid, vnl secure 
oocasunloatlrm* is vita l and cannot be over-emphasized* Commending 
off icer*: should realise that no wore i^>c riant duty exists than that 
of obteiniaj and delivering to the Officer-in->Thotlcal Cmmnd tburlj 
ijofonoatior. cf the enemy forces. Therefore eanunieationa must be so 
organised as to insure that vital information. positive or negative, 
such as contact reports, gets through with the minimum possible delay. 

Although control of communications ordinarily follows the chain 
of command, situations stay arlua where* batter communications, acre ef¬ 
ficient use of personnel, equipment and available frequencies, will 
result frost functional organisation. Typical examples of functional 
cos— uiications organisations are the Fleet broadcast schedules end the 
octanen frequencies generally used in amphibious operations. Another 
example wight well be the contact report frequencies for search and 
reoconaissanoe planes, 

When higher efficiency will result, functional aocmaioatioas 
organisations should always be ceqplcyed. 

* • a 

On several occasions during this action, certain of the Allied 
«Mni; filled 4 friirdly f 

xhat they fired at one another. 9otable a this group were the CHICAGO 
and PATBCS09 which at 0516 opened fire on cue another but, fortunately 
ceased firing before damage had been dune, and the BLLBT which at 0710 
in broad daylight commenced firing at the da m a ged and abandoned CAK- 
EBRKA which she air took for an ccewy cruiser. 

On another occasion, the VE&TKOIIES at 0210 incorrectly identified 
the Japanese heavy cruiser FOROTAKA and the Japanese } ight cruiser 
YUB1RI as two friendly destroyers a* a consequence of which the VIS~ 
CHOCS received heavy damage. 

LB83CH S 

The need for prompt and accurate reoognltion and identification 
of Allied and soh^ surface craft under conditions of combat is of 
mqaestioned iaportanoe. This is so not only because of the necessity 
for hitting the enemy first, but also because the commanders decisions 
may be seriously influenced by suoh prompt and accurate recognition. 


visual recognition and identification will always be iwpor- 
tnat even whan paralleled with alsotronio d«svioe*. Tho Commander'in- 
Cbl«f, Pacific Fleet stated “If thara is oca lesson wa hara learned 
fro* the Faoifio Wmr, it is that constant training in visual recogni¬ 
tion and identification for sll topside station personnel on hoard 
ship and for all aircraft personnel is of vital importance."* 

#"'ery effort should therefore be oade to train personnel in recog¬ 
nition and Identification so that a friendly ship My not be taken 
under fire? a friendly plane shot downj or an air or surface ship at- 
t ok be allseed be $ain an advantageous position without being subjected 
t attack bv guns and pianos. 

• * * 

During this operation, more attention seeeis to have been given to 
refueling TP 61 than to other logistic support requirements. Fleet 
oilers C IMAfflKW , PUTTS, KASLkSKU and TXUftEA were sent to SOPAC 
during Julyi chartered tankers with about 225,000 barrels of fuel were 
to arrive at loumea on July 22nd and August 2nd. 

So provision* were made for reaming the ships at sea although 
os» AS w»* available. So replaoeaent airoraft, and in particular no 
fighter aircraft, were provided. This laok of replaoeuent aircr*ft 
whether due to a shortage in the Pacific area or to a laok of apprecia¬ 
tion of the problem was a snjor factor in the prematura retirtment of 
CTP 61 with TO 61,1. 

At this stage of the war, while the technique of refueling at sea 
was well developed and hud been tmplcyed in this operation in fueling 
both ff 62 and TO 61,1 an route to the objective area, the full capa¬ 
bilities of nobite logistic lunnAi^t nftt wiwj ... .. ..f 

fully recognised, wring to ttm relatively primitive logistics organisa¬ 
tion, the Offioer-in-Shotloal-Cn —hi nd was forced to do his own long and 
short-range logistical planning! he had neither the experience nor the 
staff to d o this effectively. Therefore, it is not surprising that the 
support furnished in this operation was intermittent and poorly organ¬ 
ised coopered with the oontlanous, well organised support in fuel, 
aamnltion, provisions, general stores, replacement airoraft and crews, 
•to., which permitted the sustained fleet operations of 1944-45. 

rate oa t 

Whai combat operations ore being conducted in an area remote from 
shore-based logistic support, the effectiveness of the various oon- 
Bands can be vastly increased by the utilisation of mobile logistic 
support. Such support is usually provided by positioning the necessary ' 
service chips - fleet oilers, aamuniticn, provision end stores si Ip* 


* Recognition Instructor’s lfenual, PorFX Havpers ibQ4?U, tWomaber 19457 
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and tranaport carriers - in an area reasonably safe but in close 
proximity to the combatant forces to be supplied. The foroe provid¬ 
ing this support should be under the command of the Offioer-in-Tactical 
Coranand, and its requirements shoi id be planned concurrently with those 
of the interested commands. 

Experience during World War IX has shown that only by utilizing 
this means for furnishing logistic support can the maximum effectIre¬ 
nes* for sustained fighting be retained by the Fleet. 

Throughout this battle and, as a matter of fact, throughout World 
War II, combatant ships, not ly oruisers and destroyers, were employed 
as separate units often entirely apart from their task organisations. 
This was pari.iouls.rly true i i amphibious operations and in carrier 
operations. In this battle for example the VINCENNES Group was com¬ 
posed of the VINCENNES from CRUDIV FOUR, and the QUINCY and ASTORIA 
from CRUDIV SIX* TO 61.1.2 (TF 16) of the Air Support Foroe was composed 
in part of the NORTH CAROLINA from BATDXV SIX, the PORTLAND from CRUDIV 
FOUR, and the ATLANTA from CRUDIV ELEVEN. Fire Support Group Love was 
composed, in part, of the HULL and DEWEY from DBSDIY CHS, the SLLET 
from DBSDIY TWELVE, and the WILSON from DESDIV FIFTEEN. This broke 
down the chain of ocsmand within the squadrons and divisions. Such a 
condition will probably obtain iu a future war (a) because of the de¬ 
mands of modern naval warfare with the heavy battle damage incident 
thereto (b) because of the rapid ohangvs in design of ships end, (c) 
because of the vastness of the sea areas wherein modern sea power 
operates. 


LESSON* 


All ships should be ho trained as vo readily permit their bwiug 


shifted from one organisation to another without unacceptable loss of 
efficiency. However, whenever the military situation permits, the 
existing tAsk organisation should be maintained, and the designated 
tactical commanders should be employed in order to mint in the chain 
of oossaand, as well as to insure that well indoctrinated tactical 


group* are available against the enemy. This is particularly applic¬ 
able when night operations are anticipated. 


Throughout the tlee of the Battle of Sevo Island - 01S2 to 0252 
August 9th - the TBS voice radio had been employed by many ships with¬ 
in Iron Bottom Sound, making it difficult for the C omwn ders on many 
occasions either to transmit or to reoeive. 


CGUINCH oomnentedi Regarding the failure of the T3S report 
(PATTERSON'S contact with the enemy) to get through, ocements indicate 
that there is a tendency to use such a convenient and rapid means of 
communication for routine matters instead of reserving it for emer¬ 
gency. While it is being used for routine matters it cannot be used 
for saaergenc? end, apparently, the loud speaker on the bridge distraots 


people's Attention fro* other natters »e that on oooetlcu, It may be 
nore of • hi ir&noe than a help,"* 

The Camwmdlag Officer SUCHAXAH at the Battle of Save Island 
stated in 1960, after reading this War College Analysist "Being a 
factual study of the Battle, the panto, desperation end utter confu¬ 
sion indicated by the voluminous traffic on the TBS is Missed in this 
document Perhaps it is just as null, for none of it wee creditable] 
but it se^ly illustrated the unpropareduess and confusion vhloh 
existed,"*• 

IBSaOK i 

The senior flag or oounanding officer on a tactical voice radio 
oirouit is tha officer controlling the circuit. If tha voioe radio 
discipline is poor (a) It nay ac overload the oirouit as to render 
the taotioal voice radio store or less useless thus slowing or even 
stopping oomsimleations (b) it nay onus* confusion (o) it say Inter¬ 
fere seriously with vital taotioal operations (d) it nay supply the 
aasuy with important military data (e) it stay provide the ussy with 
opportunities " " deception (f) and finally, it reflects adversely 
upon the oo—imnUer who is n sponsible for its control, 


* "HfctfsT Sbjeri«w*15iiforMtiOB KlOvCIb Enlcisan tnlaiK^s ijeHcoi 
gasfc 1942 Headquarters CinC, U„S. Pleot, pages 11-20, 

•* Letter April 17th, 1960 frost Captain Balph X* Wilson, USB, to Commodore 
R* W, Bates, US*(Ret), Heed of Deperaserst of Analysis, U.S. Kovel Wsr 
College, 
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COMBAT APPRAISAL 
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v'APAVKSB 0HDI5K8 POfiCK COHRASDSa 
Vio* kds^rml OUWICHI MIKAXA 




chapter hjy 

cfMButr appraisal of the jjLPJunsa* 

COMHAWMER CRUTSKR FORCE 
VICK AIHIKA L GinriCHI rnujli 


Vice A<A*irml. Mlkaxa was an totive, quick thinking, eat^>etent commander 
of navel fnroea *o long a* hi* fraction* war* @**entiai.ly atftniniftrative 
»iid where tii-s po*eU»ility of losing hi* naval fore** by air attack wme war® 
or last remote, Ua thought clearly, and had considerable initiative. Hi* 
decision to rape), the Allied * f acking force* iaraediataly by tha seqiloyment 
of both air and naval power w** correct. Ei* decision to attack tha Allied 
amphibiou* forces at Tulagi-Ouaduloaaftl at night, employing hi* available 
cruiser* and destroyers, was alco correct. Hi* concept embraced boldness 
tampered with considerable discretion. 


His tactical handling of hi* oruiser forca up to the time cf hi* »u- 
trano* into Iron Bottom Sound was excellent. He had successfully formed 
up hi* cruiser* and hie lene destroyer into a fast, powerful striking force. 
He had succeeded in moving thl* command to H*ro Island without damage and 
in so doing, ha had #o deceived the Allies as to hi* probable operations 
a# to completely surpris* theu. He thoroughly understood the value of cor- 
~eot intelligence and made every effort by the employment of land-based 
search plane* a* well a* through report* from hi* land=bssed attack plane* 
to ascertain the true composition and location cf the Allied force* at 
Tuiagi-ftiadalcanal. He correctly employed hi* oruiser-baaed plane* ia the 
early evening of August 8th to give him the latest information concerning 

i_5 1 <#»H f AiNirn* mnH riM sac -= 4» 4 am am ■» War A-A- — T 

’ ~ --- - -k. <M> »p -**v ->* iMA vavn Vfjf vUA/VO ^AOUWf 

he decided to carry out hi* attack. He alec correctly employed his cruiser- 
basod planes at the morarnt of attack to provide flares for illuminating and 
silhouetting eneqy forces .and to contact coout Allied screening force*. 


However, once he had succeeded in reaahing Save Island, he no lengar 
acted with that intelligence,, understanding and courage *hic.h hi* previous 
operations had forecasts For he completely ignored the objective which he 
had assigned hi* command. Instead of heading cow*, d Tulagi or fluad- 

aloanal or both, to destroy the Allied shipping there, he engaged the Allied 
screening force* in battle, Although he succeeded in ac ear loudly dsjrv k .tag 
the principal units of these screening forces as to cause thess to sink or 
be sunk later, he did not assure himself that they had been annihilated. 
Finally he retired, while his ships mar* in excellent combat condition hav¬ 
ing suffered little damage, without having made any effort to disrupt the 
Allied operations at either Tuiafci or Guadalcanal. Corstant with a taotieal 
success he failed to exploit th* strategical *luxation by destroying tha 
transport* and cargo ship*. 


tie had such apprehension of carrier-based air pewar *« to allow it tn 
seriously affect hi* judgment. This apprehension was principally responsible 
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for hid decision to rotire and it nay hawa bean responsible for hi d«oi~ 
aicrn to attack the screening force# its lieu of the transports and cargo 
ships. Ha did net *»«* able to evaluate properly the possible loaa of his 
ships in a.aoattp* 1 *** 1 * 1 * hi* objective against the advara* affsot whioh th* 
failure to disrupt th# Allied operations Might have on the Japan**# strate¬ 
gical plans.. Ha was mc r* of a teatlait*n that a strategist, and, in his 
minn, ths post;ibis loss of hi* warship* seawad too high * prloo to pay to 
aooonpi>sh the destruction of sera Merchant shipping. Tlhon this conception 
is compared with that of the Commander in Chief, Combined Fleet, tna re¬ 
duced caliber of Compander Cruis »r Force becomes «*rked indaad. 

Fraa tha above, it is apparent that thara wars serious frailtia* in 
Vioa Adtairal lil’:awa»s military character. *h#rea* ha was probably success¬ 
ful as a surface ship oasmonder, ha was laoking in that raaoluta spirit 
awsr found in cossaandms of th# first rank. In addition, Ha doas not appear 
to hara baan a daap Military thinker, nor does h® appaar to have had a 
proper appraciation o'* tha relation between strategy and taotios and of tha 
naoassity for insuring that his t-otioal success so* contributed fully to tha 
aisis of strategy. Had ha had this appreciation, is thara any doubt that h® 
would hare attacked tha transports and cargo shipa as his physical objectivet 

U with Vies AAairal Takagi at tha Coral Soa, and Vioa Wfer.iral Naguao 
at Midway, this failure in oesnand of Vioa Admiral Uikawa augured wall for 
future illlad success. 
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ATPEMDU II 


0RQA1IIZATIQ9 CT SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE AT 


Tfa TIME OF THE 


sums or 3 avo isukd 


South Pacific Force 

(A) TP 61 Expeditionary Feme 

(1) TO 61,1 Air Support Force 


Vio* idbttintil dwrielwy, Robert 

Vloe Admiral Fletcher, Freak J 
Beer Achiral Royer, Leigh 


Vio# subalral Pletoher, Frank J 
Captain Ke»o«y, BeWitt C. 


(e) TO 61.1,1 (TF1I) 

(1) Carrlor Group 
SARATOGA (FF) 

56 F4F, 36 8BD, 16 TBD 

(2) Grain st Group Cap tala Lowry, Frank J, 

mdrosapolis, hkm grlkams 

(3) Destuyer Group Captain Breeer, Sanuel B 

PHBLP8(F), FAKRAGUT, (CGMBK3SOS 1) 

WJRDBH, MACDCMOUOH, RAUS 


(b) TO :i,1.2 (TF16) 

(1) Carrier Group 

EsrnsRpsiss (v) 

36 F4F, 34 SOD, 14 TBD 

(2) Battleship Group 

FORTH UABCBLI1A 

/«\ 6 !._ 

\vy VI UAVW6 itrvup 

PQRTLAHIl(F), ATLASTA 

(4) Destroyer Group 

BALCK(F), MAORI, OWIS 
BROOM, GSATSQM 


Rear A<*iral Kinoeid, Thoms C 
Captain Darla, Arthur C. 


Captain Fort, Georpo H* 

Saar adadrai Tisdale, BL,B. 

Captain Sauer, Edward P. 
(CCfeSTKSBCSS 6) 


(o) TO 61.1.3 (7018) 

(1) Carrier Group 
RAfiF (F) 

29 F4F, 30 8PD, 9 TBT 

(2) Cruiser Group 

SAM nuscisco, 

SAL? uxs cm 

(3) Destroysr Group 
UB0(F), STXRBKTT, 

Alan HARD, STACK, LAFFKY, 
FAHKBHtJLT 


Rear Admiral Sores, Leigh 
Captain Shenaan, Forrest P. 


Captain MoMcrris, Charles H t 


Captain Tobin, Robert G. 
iCCMDEBSCM 12) 


cnmpmhm 
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(2) TG 61.2 (TF62) Aaphibiouo Poroc Raar Adairal Throar, Rlohaond K» 


(•) TO 62,1 Transport Group X3AT Captain ’l^ir*nl4wr 5 JnwTanea P. 

(1) TR.4N3DIV AFP IBM (62,1.1) Captain thalsa, Paul 6, 
FULLSR(F). AMERICA? LEGION, 

BRLLATRH 

(2) TRANSDIV BASER (62.1.2) Captain MoFaatara. Charlia P. 

mcmjsr(r?), bahhst?, 

GEORGE P. ELLIOTT. LI ISA 

(5) TRANSDIV CAST (62.1.3) Captain Raifar«A*r, Lawranoa F. 
HUNTER LIOGBTT<F), ALCHIHA 
FCKALBAUT, B8TBLG3USB 

(4) TSAISDIV DOG (62.1.4) Captain 'Hand, Ingolf 8. 
CRESCENT CITT(F). 

PRESIDENT BAYE8, PRESIDENT 
ADAMS, ALKEgA 

(b) TG 62*2 Transport Group YOKE Captain Aflha, Qaorg* B« 

(1) TSOSII? EAST (6**S»l) Captain Asha. Oacrge B. 
S!7IL3I(F) ( .‘SKHI1S, HSTHOO©, 

PRESIDENT JACK30BJ 

(2) TRAB3DIV TWELVE (62.2.2) Co—andar Badlay, Hugh W. 
LITTLK(F), CQLHOUN, 

MCKEAN. OetGOKT 


(o) TO 62.5 Fira Support Group LOVE 
(1) Cruiaar Group 

V»0B*a28(F), QUINCT, 


ASKRiA 

(2) Daetroyar Group 


«n ens 


Captain Ralfkohl, Frodariok L. 


(d) TG 62.4 Firo Support Group HIKE Roar Adairal Soott, Soman 

(1) Crulssr Group Captain Mahar, Jaaaa B. 

SAN JtJAH(F) 

(2) Daotroyar Group 
MRS83KN BUCHANAN 


(a) TG 62,5 Minaataaapar Group 

HCTSI»S{F), SRKVBR. 2ANB. 
SOUTHARD. HOVKT 

(f) TG 62.6 Soraaning Group 

(1) Cruiaar Group 
ATJSTRALIA(F), CANBERRA, 
HOBART, CHICAGO 

(2) Daetroyar Group 
SELFRIDGE(F), 

DKSDIV 7 

EEKLEY(F), BUIE, HELM, 
QAGISY 


Co—andar Hartt. WilXiaia H,, Jr. 


Roar Adairal Crutohlay, FAC (HR) 
Raar Adairal Crutohloy, VAC (RN) 


Captain Flynn, Comal iua W. 
(COMBESROP 4) 

Co—andar Austin, Laonard. B. 


gg eg ag n a MAL 
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WIT 9 Ccmmador Wallw. Frank J. 

ftt5rfl®S«{F) e BAWH TALBCT 

mmm ¥ jasfib 

(g) TO 88.7 Air Support Control Group 

Fichtw Director Group la CBXGAOO 
Air Support Director Group in MoOAKUEX 
Air Support Mmtor Group (8tuu3qr) la WttIA 
fhooo <21rootor fimpt (kstrollxS Fljfctora and 
Mr* kaSwii froa TO 61*1 «km they aura oror 
tSu» Tar pot Aroo. 

(k) 10 IS«9 LttdU| Ftroo (Flrot Karla* Ditiilot) 

Major Qanoral ▼wdogFii't, 
Alazaador A* 

(1) TO 8S.8.1 Quadalocaal Croup 

lfcvj&r OuMHi Vn*dogrift, 
Aloanador A« 

(9) TO d,e.S Salopi Srscpi Hrlpdia* Oaaoral ipartu , 

milks K. 

(B) V TO Aircraft Soutk Pacific Fora* Soar AAntral MoSaim, Join 8. 

<1} TO «»a Oeleaol (*C (WA) Blok. Cly*» 

§#tfe BatorSual I pa frot (10 l-M) 

V*w J^claod laoanniaaaaao Spaa dram (S Mudooao) 

CM* Tureait Bpuad ro a (TO MS) 

i rar c * «ad s osso 

(s) TO 6S.2 Oolcaol (AC) (BOA) Sauadaro. 

LaTarsba 0* 

(I) TO 9I«9 Cwaaiftdor Stadtr, Maurloo 

CfRTOSf 

7P-41 wad IM« (i PH'i) 

(«) TO kt* OonanAar Aldonaa, Join 0. 

tfcHU&AHD 

W-8 aad 1F-14 (« PW'u) 

(©) TO «S»S Conraador Oltokeoefc, Soraaa 1. 

KtCLXBAC 
VM3A (# PBff'e) 

(@) TO 95.0 Major (MS) tear, Sarold W. 

1*r»m (18 F4F) 

T8 S-14 (8 TOfE) 

(7) TO 88.7 

IMG 881 (18 ?«MP) 


Lt, Ooloaol (WR) Bart, Join B, 
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IWk Darter ffciwrt flroap (« P-A?'«)* 
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Apmmx iv 


g ranary of J upturn** D 
Attest 7th Alroraft losses 

(1) Shot doan* S land attack pi anas, 2 carrier bearers, 

7 larjfc flying boats, 2 fighters, 

8 seaplane filters. 

(2) Missing* 4 carrier bashers* 

Total* 27 pianos* 

August 9th Aircraft lost s 

(1) Shot down, 17 land attack pianos, 1 fighter* 

(2) Kissing* 1 fighter, 1 ship-based olwamtlw 

piano* 

Total* 20 please* 


August 8th S hoary cruisers - GBQKAI *ACBAtKIffiTQA&A • slightly deaaged* 
2 light cruisers - TffBAHJ ,¥JWEW - slightly danaged* 

Aircraft loaaoa 

(1) Shot dosBi 2 land attack planes* 

(2) Crashed on leading* 1 r eco nn aissance plane* 


fetal* 5 planes* 

August 10th 1 hoary cruiser - KUO sunk* 
Aircraft looses 


(1) Shot dam* 2 land attack planes* 
Total* 2 planes* 
esses 


Total ship losses ** 1 hoary cruiser* 
Total plane losses - 52 planes** 


* About 7" Japanese aircraft sk»s*o rsporUTsiiSas snrgatsy landings* 
ttneroif other aircraft were reported as being dsnagsd* 

^oaaawMUt *>— 
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Shsseary of Allied Dum;;* 


August 7th 1 Destroyor - MUGPOHD damaged* 

Aireraft loses b 

(1) Missing in Aotiont 10 fighters, 1 dive bomber. 

(2) Crashed on landing! 5 fighters, 1 diva basher, 

1 heavy boaiber (Army), 


Total t 18 planes 

Awffvut 3th 1 Destroyer - JARVIS damaged, 

1 Transport - OBORCB P. ELLIOTT damaged. 

Alraraft losses 

(l) Crashed ««■ landing! 1 fighter, 2 patrol places. 

Totali 3 planes* 

August 9th 4 iisevy Cruisers - VIWCfaiBg, QUIHCT, ASTORIA, 

CAIBGWtA • sunk. 


1 Destroyer - JAkvia - sunk* 

Aircraft losses 

Sons 

August loti Ho losses* 


eeeee 


Total Ship Loses*! 4 heavy cruisers, 1 destroyer. 
Total Plane Losses * 21 planes. <» 


* The above statement of loses* includes only those in the SOPAC Area and 
does not include those in the S0B&3PAC Area * 
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